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Salaries of ‘Names 
Classified in parenthesis according to performer’s field. P, pic- 
tures; R, radio; M, musicals; V, vaudeville; L, legit; N, nite clubs; 
F, ‘freak.’ These are salaries paid. Not asking prices. 
Amos and Andy (R)........ $7,500 Roger W. Kahn orch. (R & 
Louis Armstrong band (N). 2,500 er oar coccccccese 2,200 
Mildred Bailey (R)...+++e.+. 2,500 Helen Kane (M)...ecccces 4,000 
Belle Baker (V)...e+seeeee++ 4,000 Dennis King (M).....++e0+ 2,000 
Phil Baker (M)...ccccesees 5,000 Bert Lahr (M)...... soeseu 4,506 
James Barton (M).cccesees 3,000 Ted Lewis band (V)...... 7,500 
Jack Benny (V).....+e+eee+2 2,000 Beatrice Lillie (M)........ 4,500 
Ben Bernie band (R)...+++- 6,500 Jack Little (R)......... ee 2,500 
Boswell Sisters (R)......+- 3,000 Guy Lombardo band (R). 6,000 
Bradna Circus (F)......+++ 6,500 Jim Londos (F)...... piace Oee 
Pl Brendel (P).........«... 2,500 Vincent Lopez band (R).. 4,000 
Mary Brian (P)..:.....-- .. 2,000 Abe Lyman band (N)..... 4,400 
: : o Dorothy Mackaill (P)..... 3,500 
Frank and Milt Britton (V). 3,500 Will Mal ap 
ee otis hoe 6.250 ill Mahoney (V & M)... 4,000 
Joe E. Brown ( Marx Bros. (P & M)......10,000 
Irene Bordoni (M)......... 3,000 kthel Merman (M)....e.0+ 2,500 
-Burns and Allen (V & R). 2,000 wills Bros. (R)....cececes 3,500 
Cab Calloway band (R)..... 5.000 Pepper Martin (F)....ee.6- 3,000 
Camel 4% Hour (R)........ 8,500 Borrah Minevitch (V)..... 2,500 
~ Bddie Cantor (M & P).....10,000 Tom Moore and Alice Joyce 
Primo Carnera (F)..... cscs 5,000 oe Ma eer sicctecees O660 
Maurice Chevalier (P).....10,009 Moran and Mack (V)...... 2,500 
Clark and McCullough (M). 4,000 Rosita Moreno (V & P)... 2,000 
Russ Columbo (R)......... 2,000 ngewe Morgan (M)..... see 3,500 
- Harold Murray (M)..... 2,750 
Joe Cook (M)...-seeeeeeees 5,500 Ken Murray (V) pb 
Jackie Cooper (P).+++++++++ 2,750 Mae Murray (P).......... 3.000 
Bing Crosby (R).......-.-. 3,000 pola Negri (P)......... +++ 5,000 
Clayton, Jackson, Durante Olsen and Johnson (V)... 5,500 
TS le wr geri - 5,500 Jack Pearl (M & R)....... 3,500 
Dowling and Dooley (M-V- Molly Picon (V)........0% 2,500 
aE Mech sebeseae ss eeceesess 3,000 Esther Ralston (P)......... 3,500 
Morton Downey (R)........ 4,500 The Revellers. (R)........ 3,500 
James Dunn (P)...cecesee- 2,000 Harry Richman (M)..... - 5,000 
Cliff Edwards (P).......... 2,000 Marion ‘Kiki’ Roberts (F). 4,200 
Duke Ellington band (R). 5,000 Edward G. Robinson (P).. 5,500 4 
Ruth Etting (M)........ .». 4,509 Dr. Rockwell (V)...;... eee 2,500 
Leon Errol (M).........++0+ 3,009 Benny Rubin (V & P).... 2,000 
Fay and Stanwyck (P)..... 8,500 J0s. Rumshinsky (L)..... - 2,500 
Helen Gahagan (L)........ 2,500 Sanderson and Crumit (R) 3,500 
Joe Frisco (V)...... sesecee 2,500 Singer’s Midgets (V).....+ 3,000 
Billy Gaxton (M).......++. 2,600 Shaw and Lee (V)........ 2,5C0 
Gene and Glenn (R)........ 5,000 Kate Smith (R)...... occce 1000 
‘Girl Crazy’ (M).......+++. 8,500 lULilyan Tashman (P)...... 5,000 
Mitzi Green (P)........+e0+ 2,500 Estelle Taylor (P)......... 3,000 
Texas Guinan (N).......... 4,500 Thurston (V)........ eesee 6,000 
Jack Haley (M)....... sevee 2,000 Sophie Tucker (V)........ 3.500 
Ted Healy (V & M)..... soe 6860 Rudy Vallee (R):..<ccrses 4,500 
Horace Heidt band (V).... 4,250 Chic Sale (V & P)....... . 3,500 
ONG Rs | 5 a 6,600 Waring’s Penns band (V) 6,500 
‘Hot From Harlem’ Unit Weaver Bros. (V)........ . 5,000 
RRO ay re . 5,500 Weber and Fields (V)..... 2,500 
Harriett Hoctor (M)....... BEGG  AsCS Bees GE) 6 cores acces 2,500 
Jessel and Talmadge (V & Paul Whiteman band (R).. 8,500 
4 RL DMG CA alse s aa ua sie bee 11,000 Walter Winchell (F)...... 3,500 
ER se gcse cvs 15,000 Ed Wynn (M)............ 7,500 











24-Sheet Action Lithos 
For Coast’s Football 


Los Angeles, Oct. 190. 
Many southern California col- 
leges are now using stock football 
24-sheets to advertise their local 
games, with printed strips for dates 
and names of schools. 


Lithos show grid action scenes 
@nd represent the latest use of 


Stock paper. 


Reviving ‘Abie’ 
Hollywood, Oct 10. 
Henry Duffy will revive “Abie's 

Irish Rose’ at the E! Captain Oct. 

George Sidney and Charlie 

Murray will be featured. 

Duffy will hola it here as long as 

Pessible and then, if a run is 


achieved, send it to San Francisco 
fer a continuation. 





Hot Natives 


Honolulu, Oct. 1. 

Natives of Tahiti are developing | 
that Hollywood complex. They're} 
burned at United Artists and Doug 
Tairbanks because mob scenes in 
which they appeared in ‘Mr. Rob- 





inson Crusoe’ were cut from the 
picture. 

When ‘Crusoe’ opened over here! 
they stormed the theatre to see! 


themselves and their friends, rais- | 
ing a big fuss when they discovered { 
the picture had double crossed ‘em. 


PART TIME UNION DEPOT 


Venver, Oct. 10. 
small town) 


Denver reverts to 


class. Union station, never before | 
i 

closed, now locked six hours each | 
night. 
No trains leaving and done to | 


keep people from sleeping in depot. | 





WOULD SET LIMIT 


Reported Again Trying to 
Check ‘Desperation’ Sal- 
aries—All Acts Over 
$2,000 Must Prove Draw- 
ing Power—Exceptions 








18 AT $6,000 OR MORE 





.A top salary of $6,000 for any 
stage name, in vaudeville or the pic- 
ture houses, is the supposed ob- 
jective of another reported get-to- 
gether by the major booking offices 
on the matter of acts and present 
day fancy salaries. 

This is believed the major cir- 
cuits’ second salary confab of recent 
date. Several months ago, after de- 
ploring the heavy ‘desperation’ sal- 
aries they were dishing out for stage 
attractions to offset screen weak- 
ness, the majors determined to keep 
salaries down. But nothing came of 
it. Bookers continued to outbid 
each other under stress of competi- 
tion and salaries continued to 
mount. 

Any proposed salary cutting by 
mutual agreement was _ forgotten 
until two weeks ago when continu- 
ally mounting figures for available 
names is said to have induced an- 
other conference. The _ resulting 


(Continued on page 48) 


Santas’ Big Xmas 


Gimbels, New York department 
store, will raise the ante this year 
to $50 a week for its Santa Claus 
impersonators. Last year, at $25, 
amateur St. Nicks couldn’t convince 
the kids. 

This year the store figures actors 
are available and worth the $25 in- 
crease. Store will do its casting in 
the regular way. 








Layoff Nobility 
There are at least 100 layoff 
noblemen in New York. Will Oak- 
land, via his p.a., Jay Faggen, found 
that out. Faggen ran a blind ad for 


a bona fide nobleman to host at! 


The Willows, nite club, and more 
than 100 responses came in. 
Mrs. Oakland picked the winnah. 





Service 





Pittsburgh, Oct 109. 

George Jaffe’s Academy, 
playing Empire wheel shows, 
retains its own chorus of 10 
girls, calling them the ‘Danc- 
ing Usherettes.’ 

They double between lead- 
ing the customers to their seats 
and performing on the illumi- 
nated runway. 











QP STAGE SALARY 











Subdividing Laffs 





Lucky Strike scientifically 
clocks Jack Pearl's laughs be- 
fore his studio audience with 
a disk recording of each pro- 
gram which includes Pearl, 
Walter O’Keefe as m.c. and a 
guest band. 

Last Thursday (6) night’s 
broadcast was a high mark for 
the Dutch comedran with 55 
laffs the first half and 63 laffs 
the second half. 

Each laff marathon is sub- 
divided into belly laughs, guf- 
faws, chuckles, and just laffs. 











BY BALLARD, 
TOM MIX 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Ed Ballard, formerly of the Ameri- 
can Circus Corp., is in negotiation 
with John Ringling looking to the 
acquirement of the Sells-Floto Cir- 
cus property. It is understood that 
Fred Bowers is associated with 
Ballard in this deal. 

Ballard is in communication with 
Tom Mix, who is reported to re- 
gard favorably the proposition to 
join the circus as the attraction on 
a deal similar to that obtaining 
when he was last with the same 
show. His split would be 20%. 

Idea is a combined five ring cir- 
cus and rodeo with Mix-Selis-Floto 
as the title. Mix has 13 pictures to 
do for Universal, but figures he can 
get away for the tenting season. 

Outfit would be rebuilt along Eu- 
ropean lines with chairs and boxes, 
and the center poles out, all sup- 








jan auditorium effect. 
| white top would be abandoned with 
| the main canvas being multi colored. 
| Show would be a 40 car outfit. 
Understood that due to internal 
| troubles in the family over the re- 
| cent disastrous season, Ringling is 
favorably inclined toward the idea 
of restoring the show to its former 
owners. Ballard and Mix may make 
|} a trip to French Lick to discuss the 
final dealings with Ringling. They 
| will also seek to acquire the rights 
| to the title of the Buffalo Bill Wild 


SELLS-FLOTO BID 


port coming from the sides to give! |. i naign 
Traditional | (2™P4's 








| Democracic 


| 


‘ 
' 


| 
| 


{ 


| West, also owned by Ringlings, but | 
| which will entitle the holder to visit 


' the White House at will during any 


| > 
which has been dormant. 


| If the deal goes through it is 
| planned to open the season in Wasii- 
| ington, D. C., with a try for for- 
eign diplomats to give the gala op 


ening an international ballyhoo, 


| 


VAUDEILM CHAINS (Buy 1 Share of Nite Club Nightly, Then 
Hold Stockholders’ Meeting Till Dawn 


Stockholm, Oct. 2. 
About 400 Swedes, all that is left 
of the easy spending set of Stock- 
holm, have devised a way to defeat 
the’ government’s attempt to close. 
down all late places, with a bag of 
tricks new to continentai nocturnal 


maneuvers. 

The Embassy Club stays open tiil 
7 a.m. and later if there is business. 
Every member gets a key to the 
building for 5 kroner and the wait- 
ers are considered personal serv- 
ants of the members. Every mem- 
ber who visits the club buys a 
share of stock every night (you 
could call it couvert), but the gov- 
ernment can’t close the place as the 
owners have formed a corporation 
and with the nightly buying of 
stock, there is a shareholders meet- 
ing from 11 p.m, till closing seven 
times a week. 

Liquor is not sold, but is kept 
in lockers assigned to all the mem- 
bers and there is no restriction on 
membership, The more the merrier. 
But if a newcomer arrives a tip to 
a waiter can arrange to transfer a 
dozen bottles of champagne from 
the locker of Mr. Olsen or Mr. Joiin- 
son, : 

Actors frequent the Grotto Azora, 
and plenty of whoopee keeps Bell- 
man’s road outside the city going as 
the only roadhouse. The Adlon, 
Cecil and Fercentza are the other 
three clubs trying staying open. 
Liquor selling tricks are causing 
great consternation to the govern- 
ment and supplying the only paprika 


to night life nortn of Copennagen - 
and Berlin. 





‘FRANKIE ’N’ JOHNNY’S’ 
TOKEN FOR FAITHFUL 


os Houston, Oct. 190. 

The line to the White House may 
form on.the right down here in the 
southland... Advance seat sale to the 
show—tickets subject 
to cancellation if Frankie and 
Johnny fail to make the date—is in 
full swing: 

George- Calkins, working out of 
headquarters in New 
York, is chief-barker. The party 
needs funds, -}, told local Demo- 
cratic headquy, ots, and is willing 
to do the rigl gtdng by contribu- 
tors. The ind, «gent is something 
like this:** 

A $10 contribution wins the award 
of a certificate, suitable for framing; 
a $50 gift rates a wooden plaque; a 
$100 gift, a bronze plaque, and for 
a $1,000 campaign contribution, the 
grand prize is a gold pass to the 
White House, signed personally by 
Gov. Roosevelt and Speaker Garner, 





Democratic administration. 


This plan is reported to be under 
msideration by New York heade 
puarters al present. 
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Here's How Stahl Mixes Femme 


By RUTH MORRIS 

‘Tell the secret of a man, and no- 
body listens; tell the secret of 
woman and you tell it to the world 
and incidentally,” adds John M. 
Stahl, ‘you have a potentially great 
box office picture.’ 

Weman, who comprise the back- 
bone of theatre audiences and are 
therefore the group toward which 
Mr. Stahl directs his films, have a 
passion for prying into secrets. Tell 
a woman an open fact and she nods 
polite disinterest. Whisper some 
trivial detail that she’s not sup- 
posed to know, and she’s athrob to 
hear more—in life, or on the screen. 

The handsome hero, the stylish. 
mannered actress: these draw wo- 
men to the cinema for a feast of 
romance and fashion instruction. 
But the element that moulds them 
into enthusiastic propagandists for 
a film is the one that exposes hid- 
den facts in the lives of the women 
they are, were, would or would not 
like to be. Let the characters who 
surround the heroine be mystified 
as to why she does thus, why she 
acts so. But tell audience ladies 
all about it so that they may mull 
over her secret, contrast it with 
their own; sympathize or condemn. 

The secrets that women enjoy 





Cinematursy With Psychology 


[| Local Color 


Wanting correct detail in its 
French street scenes for “To- 
paze,’ Radio will include one of 


those famous street corner 
adornments. 
Studio is looking for a 


French specialist to tell them 
how the thing should be con- 
structed. 
—From 

Bulletin. 


Larry Funk’s Secret 
Marriage to Dolores 


Rey Revealed by Suit 


Cleveland, Oct. 10. 

Larry Funk, Cleveland band 
leader who ballyhooed himself as a 
bachelor, revealed he has been mar- 
ried since 1925 when he filed suit 
for divorce here from Adele Gloria 
Ray, professionally Dolores Ray, in 
pictures. 

Neglect and cruelty are charged 
in Funk’s petition against his wife 
whom he married when she was 


‘Variety's’ Holywood 

















most are, in Mr. Stahl's analysis,! 
those of the ‘other woman.’ The} 
smug and contented housewife sub-. 
consciously envies the glamour that 
surrounds cinema mistresses, Lux- 
ury, excitement, dangerously stolen 
romance are in alluring opposition 
to her own conventional life. She 
experiences them vicariously in the | 
films she patronizes. 

When the mistress is established 
in luxury, she must suffer the retri- 
bution and remorse that placate the 
housewife. When she happens, as 
in ‘Back Street,’ to represent the 
glamour of the mistress and the 
faithful sacrifice of the wife, she 
makes an unconquerable bid for the 
interest and sympathy of feminine 
audiences. The faithless wife is a 
heroine that women will not tol- 
erate. However painstakingly de- 
vised, sympathy is not for her. She 
menaces the ideals that women 
have helped to build about the in- 
stitution of marriage. 

‘The reality that women approve 
in fiction is not palatable to them 


(Continued on Page 43) 


Fox After Lew Ayres 
For ‘State Fair’; Also 
Wanted by Metro, WB 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Fox is trying to borrow Lew 
Ayres from Universal to play with 
Will Rogers and Janet Gaynor in 
‘State Fair.’ 

Meantime, U has advanced the 
starting date on ‘Out On Parole,’ a 
story by Max Trell for Ayres with 
Tom Buckingham directing. This 
picture should not be finished be- 
fore Fox is ready with ‘Fair.’ 

Metro is also trying to borrow 
Ayres for ‘Whistlin’ in the Dark,’ 
with Warners also wanting him for 
an air story. 




















playing in stock in Bloomington, 
Ill., while he was at the Blue Horse 
nightery in New York. 

Bandmaster claims his wife was 
money mad, visiting speaks with 
millionaires and keeping him broke 
even when he made $1,000 weekly' 
with NBC. Also, says she left him 
in 1928 and lived in New York for’ 
some time with ‘N.T.G., a New 
York master of ceremonies.’ 

Funk, a cousin of M. H. Ayles- 
worth, president of NBC, recently 
fell into big dough when an uncle 
connected with Funk & Wagnalls, 
named him in a legacy. Dolores 
Rey is reported to be in Hollywood 
working in Metro pictures. Funk,, 
whose nose was broken recently in 
an auto accident, now lives in 
Cleveland. 


MG MEETS PAR’S MONEY, 
TAKES PHIL HOLMES 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
With Paramount failing to give 
Phillips Holmes the raise called for 
in his optional contract the player 
was signed under a term contract 
by Metro at the figure he requested 
from Paramount. 











DELICATE SURGERY 


Japanese Physician Removes Swal- 
lowed Teeth from Chadwick’s Lung 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
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Extracting two teeth and a bridge 
from the right lung of I. E. Chad- 
wick, who swallowed them months 
ago while they were being ex- 
tracted, Dr. H. J. Hara, Japanese 
bronchial specialist, performed an 
entirely new operation for which 
specially designed surgical instru- 
ments had been made. 

The indie producer was on the' 
operating table at the White Memo-' 
rial hospital three hours. and 40 
minutes, without ether, and is now 
at home, recovering. He goes back 
to the hospital next week for a final 
cleaning of the lung, to remove ihe 
poisons formed around the sac that 
held the teeth. 








Raymond East for Stage 
When Par Contract Ends 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

With his Paramount contract ex- 
piring in two weeks, Gene Raymond 
leaves at that time for New York 
for a stage engagement. Actor is 
currently on loan to Metro for ‘Red 
Dust.’ 

He was Raymond Guion in legit. 





| ‘Oo-La-La’ for a Starter 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


First tithe for the Marx Brothers’ 
new feature at Paramount is ‘Oo- 
La-La.’ with likelihood it will have 
ceveral changes before release. 
| When asked what the yarn, now 
being written’ by Bert Kalmer, 
‘tarry Ruby and Arthur Sheekman 

as about. the Marxes replied that 


he tithe explained it. 


noney. 
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Tuesday, October 11, 1932 - 











WILL MAHONEY 


The Boston ‘Traveler’ said: 


‘Will 
| Mahoney is a_ sensation at thd 
| Metropolitan. It has been months 
and months since the customers 
|have bestowed such spontaneous 
approval upon a visiting celebrity 
as they did yesterday on Mr, Ma- 
His xylophone dance is one 
of the major thrills of the theatre. 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 











MAUGHAM BOOK, GARBO 
FIRST UNDER NEW DEAL 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Metro has purchased Somerset 
Maugham’s novel and play, ‘Painted 
Veil,’ for Greta Garbo's first picture 
on her new contract. 

Leonard Praskins is adapting and 
dialoging with Donald Ogden Stew- 
art replacing him on ‘White Sister.’ 


FILM STARS IN WAX AS 
NEW TOURIST COME-ON 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Motion Picture Museum and Hall 
of Fame will open Oct. 17 on the 
site of the first film museum, backed 
by Harry Crocker, which folded 
after several months’ trial in 1929. 

New venture will have 100 wax 
figures of picture celebs, as well as 
replicas of sets, props and costumes 
used in hit films. Charles E. 
Pressley, who put on ‘Old Spanish 
Days’ at Santa Barbara, and before 
that had an Orpheum drape act, is 
in charge of the exhibit, which will 
have a two-bit top and cater to the 
tourists. 





Bobby Jones’ Features 
And Shorts for WB 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Pobby Jones gets a five year con- 
tract from Warner Brothers as an 
actor. He is to do both short and 
feature length pictures. First as- 
signment will be a series of one 
reelers bearing the promising title 
of, ‘How to Break 90’. 

Jones is expected here Novy. 1, to 
take up his camera work. He is 
understood to have gotten $125,000 
for series of shorts forWB. 








Court Approves New Deal 
For Buster Phelps, Radio 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Buster Phelps, five years old, is 
optioned to Radio for one year, not 
| two as previously reported, under 
| terms of a contract approved in Su- 
perior Court here. 

Studio has 30 days after the first 
public preview of ‘Little Orphan 
Annie’ in which to exercise its first 
option at $350 a week. If a second 
picture is made in the 12 months 
period the youngster is to receive 
| $450 a week. 








D’ARRAST ON ‘TOPAZE’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Harry D’Arrast has been engaged 
| by Radio to direct ‘Topaze.’ 


Film New Acts 


Following picture players 
who are making personal stage 
appearances are reviewed in 
this issue, under New Acts, on 
page 40. 

Alec B. Francis 
Dorothy Jordan 























Sleep Collection 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Coast agent obtained a 
judgment against a former 


client who failed to pay com- 
missions due, and has found a 
way to collect. The client, a 
comic, is wary and invariably 
draws his studio wages each 
morning before starting work. 

Agent now keeps tabs on 
the parties the actor attends, 
and sends the sheriff over to 
the studio while the player 
sleeps late at home. 











Loyal Russians 
Refuse ‘Rasputin’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Former Russian army officers, 
here working in pictures as extras, 
have refused to accept jobs in 
Metro’s ‘Rasputin,’ on the ground 
that the picture might reflect on the 
former imperial family. 
These royalists, drifting here 
after the revolution, are organized 
as the Russian Army Officers’ club, 
which is ostensibly social and prac- 
tical, inasmuch as it is active in 
endeavoring to get film work for its 
members. There are about 40 of 
them, ranging from generals up. 
Taking themselves seriously, the 
royalist extras reported to their. fel- 
low expatriate organization in Paris 
on their peeve, and it is understood 
that they demanded that influence 
be brought to bear through the 
British royal court to get Metro to 
lay off the picture. Nothing came 
of the plea. 
Meanwhile, the army officers re- 
fused to work in the picture with 
other nationalities filling the 
Muscovite berths. Theodore Lodi- 
jensky, former general in the Rus- 
sian army, is working as technical 
advisor on the film. He has been 
an American citizen for six years, 
and is not a member of the officers’ 
club. 


ALICE WHITE’S Q. T. 
SCHNOZZLE BOBBING 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Alice White, who is making her 
sereen return in ‘Employees En- 
trance’ for Warners, did a hideout 
last week so that Dr. Josef Ginsberg, 
plastic surgeon, could alter her 
schnozzle. 

Operation was kept under cover. 
Miss White is expected back at the 
studio middle of this week. 





BUDDY ROGERS’ CAMPAIGN 


Tells Kansas City He Was Failure 
—Wants Stronger Roles in Films 


Buddy Rogers flew here from New 
York last week and gave out an in- 
terview stating that he was a fail- 
ure. Not financially, of course. As 
Rogers expressed it, he is sick of 
the reputation gained in past screen 
roles and is on his way to Holly- 
wood to vindicate himself in more 
masculine parts. It’s along the 
lines Of previous statements of Iate 
from the juvenile. 

‘Two picture companies have of- 
fered me contracts. I'm’ on my way 
to Hollywood to talk business and 
I'm going back toe the screen as a 
new person,’ said Rogers. 





Alice Won’t Say 


Reno, Oet. 10. 
Alice Joyce, wife of . James B. 
Regan, Jr., arrived here a.few days 
ago and has rented an apartment. 
She refused to state whether she 
is here for a divorce, but you guess. 


SAILINGS 


Oct 14 (New York to Florence), 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Sonino (Rex). 
Oct. 11 (New York to London) Mr. 
and Mrs. Granville-Barker, Mr. and 
Mrs. John Gilbert (Virginia Bruce), 
Harry Glemby (Europa). 

Oct 8 (New York to Paris), Tom 
Patricola, Louise Carr. Wheeler 
Twins (Paris). 

Oct9. (Los Angeles to New York), 
Mr. and Mrs, Larry Weingarten 
(California). 

Oct. & (Paris to New York), Gene- 
vieve Tobin and mother (Beren- 
garia). 

Oct. 5 (New York to Hamburg) 
Buster and John West (Albert Bal- 
lin). 





Parts; Seek Pic Ban’ 


Legality of N. Y. Levy 
-On Calif. Pay Checks 
To Be Finally Tested 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
New Yotk-Hollywood battle over 
the legality of an eastern attach- 
ment, levied at the home office of a 
company the ofa 
studio employee who has been en- 


film on salary 


gaged, has worked and is being paid 
in California, is to be fought out in 
two cases. 


Louis Brock, short producer at 
Radio, is bringing a friendly action 
against the studio, 


which is sup- 


his battle 
against the first Mrs. Brock. Alan 


Dinehart, whose Fox and Warner 
salaries were attached by his for- 
mer wife in New York, has taken 
out injunctions against the studios 
paying any monies to her. 

In both cases New York attor- 
heys will also fight the question out 
on the eastern end. Bruce Bromley, 
retained by Radio, will handle the 
Brock case, and Marus Joffe has 
been advised by Brand, Zagon and 
Aaron, representing Dinehart on the 
coast, to bring proceedings to dis- 
solve the restraining order and gar- 
nishment Mrs, Dinehart obtained. 
Grounds alleged are that the New 
York courts had no jurisdiction to 
attach the salary of the actor when 
he was working in California. 

Although many similar situations 
have arisen in the last three years, 
they have always been settled out 
of court ‘before coming to trial 
This will be the first time the point 
is fought out, and all studios and 
film companies are interested since 
they have been caught in the mid- 
dle each time the question has come 
up. 


posed to help him in 





‘Lucky’s’ Retakes; U. A. 
After Two More Jolsons 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Following the preview at Berkeley 
last week, Al Jolson’s ‘Happy-Go- 
Lucky’ goes in for a week of re- 
takes and tightening up before the 
press gets a look at it. 

Joe Schenck is now talking to Jol- 
son about doing an additiona] two 
within the next 12 months. 

One musical number will be added 
to ‘Happy’ and another will be 
lengthened, Dick Rodgers andLarry 
Hart being recalled to do them. 


U RENEWS RUSS MACK 
FOR 3 MORE; 1 TO GO 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Universal has given Russell Mack 
a new directing contract for three 
pictures. Mack still has one te 
make on his old contract. 





Carrillo Personals Off; 
Doing Film for Columbia 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Cancelling a personal appearance 
tour, set to follow ‘Parachute’ at 
Warners, Leo Carrillo will next go 
into ‘East of Fifth Avenue’ at Cé- 
lum bia. 





;month contract following 
formance in ‘King Kong’. 


Story, by Harry Sauber, is bufit 
around the life of Congressman 
Floria La Guardia, of New York, 
and was originally to be made by 
Bryan Foy at his Culver City 
studio. Instead, it goes into work 
at Columbia with Foy in charge of 
production. 





Medbury Speaking 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Radio announcing in ‘Rackety 
Rax,’ at Fox, will be done by John 
P. Medbury. 
He is also 
he will spiel. 


writing the material 


, : ; 
Bruce Cabot’s 6 Mos. 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Radio gave Bruce Cabot a six- 

his per 


INEZ COURTNEY ’FESSES 


Inez Courtney, 
known she was married to 


made it 
Stanley 


actress, 


Pascal, New York booker, on June 
20 in New York by a Justice of the 
Peace. 





; 
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;around the cutting room; 


his job. 
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PIX STANCE ON CANDIDATES — 








Collier, Sr. Gaggingly Recounts How 
He Came (Back) to Be Re-Discovered 


‘When it’s audition-time in Hol- 
lywood, it’s dinner-time back here.’ 

That’s the song William Collier 
wanted to sing as he left New York 
for his West Coast studio. Dinners 
have been synonymous with en- 
gagements in his picture career. 

It was at the Jewish Theatrical 
Guild dinner to Eddie Cantor that 
the Messrs. Fox and Sheehan dis- 
covered the Collier wit-about-din- 
Come to Hollywood, 
Take a hand in pic- 
Receive salaries, in- 


ner-tables. 
they urged. 
ture-making. 
stead of banquets. 
Their proposition 
It eventuated in Mr. 
rival at the Fox lot, where he re- 
mained for three years incorporat- 
ing quips into studio product; act- 
ing, directing, serving as agreeable 
utility Came contract time, 
and no renewals. Mr. Collier free- 
he hopped an 


was promising. 
Collier’s ar- 


man. 


lanced until east- 


bound train to preside at the Weber 
and Fields dinner. 

‘T' thought I might just as well 
give up free-lancing and start free- 
lunching,’ he explained. 

Once more the Collier wit drifted 
fram the dais into thousands of 
radioed homes. Once more Fox 
pricked up its ears. Who was this 
funny, funny fellow? He must be 
signed up immediately. 

Thus Mr. Collier, with a twinkle 
in his eye, returned to the Fox stu- 
dio. 

He went with the wisdom of the 
experienced. He'll be agreeable, but 
he’s ceased to be utilitarian. His 
contract—for writing the dialog of 
the next Charlie Farrell picture— 
calls for that, and nothing more. 
Future contracts will stipulate that 
Collier, the actor, writer and direc- 
tor, will have a word in the selec- 
tion of his jobs and+particularly 
when acting’s concerned—accept 
nothing that will not redound to the 
prestige of Collier, the toastmastcr. 
‘Any time they had an unfilled part 
they’d say, ‘Give it to Collier. He'll 
play it.’ 

Learned His Lesson 


‘He would—and he did,’ continued 

Mr. Collier. ‘It didn’t do him any 
good. He knows better now, and 
he knows a great deal more about 
picture-making.’ 
_ The humble attitude that took 
‘Mr. Collier to Hollywood was the 
result of inexperience with his new 
medium. But he says that any sea- 
soned trouper can learn all there is 
to know while his first picture’s be- 
ing shot. All he has to do is pay 
close attention to the director—try 
to get behind his mental processes; 
study pictures being shot on other 
Sets; putter around the lab; nose 
foveus an 
eagle-eye on the imperfections of 
the daily rushes. 

In other words, attend strictly to 
Lastly, for those, like him- 


self, who are interested in directing 


action as well as dialog, learn to 
Visualize scripts through camera 
“angles. 


By the time he'd learned all this, 


. ft was too late for Mr. Collier to re- 
verse his adaptable viewpoint. 


The 
Studio had grown accustomed to 
thinking of him as a useful fellow, 
charming to have around. He had 
to come back to town to be re- 
discovered as a person of conse- 
quence. 

Last time “he was in Hollywood, 
Mr. Collier tried to persuade Fox 
to do ‘The Man From Mexico,’ the 
piece in which he played three 
years and revived five times. Too 
old-fashioned, he was told by an 
exec who was, at that very moment, 
working on ‘East Lynne.’ 

Unlike Harry Cohn, Mr. 
denied emphatically that he 
fly back to the Coast. 


Collier 


* 





The Answer | 





Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

At the first preview, at the 
Alexander, Glendale, Calif., of 
‘Red Dust,’ co-starring Jean 
Harlow and Clark Gable, the 
house broke out into two min- 
utes of applause at the flash 
of the picture's title and again 
showed approbation at the fin- 
ish. 

Miss Harlow attended the 
preview, her first public ap- 
pearance since her late hus- 
band’s death, and although 
waiting in theatre until it had 
emptied, she was almost 
mobbed by well wishers upon 
leaving the house, 


Relatives Get 
Menial Jobs 
And Like Em 

















Chicago, Oct. 10. 
Show business has changed. They 
used to appoint relatives as house 


managers. Now they're giving them 
jobs as janitors. 

Survey of the in-law situation 
among the Chicago circuits reveals 
a changed status in _ relatives. 
They’re still on the payrolls and 
probably more numerous than ever 
before but they keep pretty quiet 
and only mention relationship when 
rumors of economy bob up. 

Depression has worked this dif- 
ference; the key positions go to 
showmen on merit. The small jobs, 
often the menial ones, are handed 
to the relatives on a take it or leave 
it basis. And always taken. 

As a result there are possibly 
fewer house managers or executives 
of family affiliation than ever be- 
fore, while any ticket-taker, cashier, 


|! porter, or usher is apt to be some- 


body’s cousin. 


Von Stroheim, Fox Medel 
Director, Comes in 106s 
Under ‘Broadway’ Budget 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Erich Von Stroheim is now 
termed the model director at Fox 
where he has just completed ‘Walk- 
ing Down Broadway.’ He brought 
the picture in within the 42-day 
shooting schedule and $10,090 below 
its $357,000 budget. 

AS a result, Fox has bought an 
operetta, ‘Her Highness,’ which Von 
Stroheim wrote several years ago 
for Pola Negri, d will let him 
direct it. Music and lyrics were 
written by L. Wolfe Gilbert and I. 
B. Hornbloom, local attorney . 

Lillian Harvey and Henry Garet 
are to be co-starred in this mu- 
sical which goes into production in 
January. 











DOT HALL’S FOX BID 


Previously West for Paramount— 
Will Seek Quiet Divorce 








Dorothy Hall may go west again, 
this time for Fox. Actress’ last trek 
to the Pacific was for Paramount. 

Miss Hall closed last Saturday (8) 





would | 
| $750. 


in New York with ‘Lilly Turner,’ in 
which she was featured and getting 
Show ran exactly three weeks | 


‘I wouldn't fly high enough to} With notices against the play, but 

Shake hands with Little Billie. They | s00d for the cast. 
tell me that planes are safe—that| Now separated from her husband, 
they can land anywhere. That,’ ob-| Neal Andrews, cosmetic manufac- 
Served Mr. Collier, looking around| turer, Miss Hall intends to obtain a | 
fer a gag-receptive microphone, ‘is | divorce quietly. Couple will prob- 
afraid of.’ jably be legally untied via Mexico. | 


just what I'm 


+ 


| INDUSTRY'S OK 
ON POLITICIANS 


Weighing Official Aspirants 
in Relation to Their 
Friendliness to Pictures— 
Gubernatorial and Sena- 
torial Leanings 


—_—_- 


NEUTRAL ON PRES. 





Waiving partisanship and review- 
ing gubernatorial and U. S. Sena- 
torial candidates of the two major 
parties strictly from their past 
records, neutral factors in the film 
industry have compiled two lists 
dealing with what are described as 
‘legislative friends and enemies of 
the picture business.’ 

The list shows four Senatorial 
candidates who have taken a stand 
adverse to the industry’s interest 
and three whose tendencies are 
questioned, 

Senators up for re-election, in 
most instances, who have supported 
the industry in the past number 
13. Of these six are Republicans, 
the remainder Democrats. 

The Presidential nominees are 
not included in the count, but 
Roosevelt as Governor of N. Y. has 
more than once proved a willing- 
ness to aid the industry, records 
show. The same is to be said for 
Hoover. Both are regarded as 
friends of the amusement business. 

Although not included in the list- 
ings, observation is made that ex- 
Mayor James J. Walker probably 
understood the film industry and 
its intricate problems more than 
any man who has ever held public 
office. The Tammany choice, John 
P. O’Brien, is unknown to the pic- 
ture men. 

Lehman Favored 

In the gubernatorial race in New 
York, Col. Herbert H. Lehman is 
favored over ‘Wild Bill’ Donovan 
by the film higher-ups. The Demo- 
cratic candidate has proven during 
his lieutenant-governorship a liking 
for the industry, it is held. Attitude 
on Donovan is simply that he is a 
new man with views on the indus- 
try not yet aired. Lehman recorded 
his sympathy to the industry during 
the New York State admissions’ tax 
fight last year, 

On the other gubernatorial issues, 
to be decided Nov. 8, industry fac- 
tors, still stressing their non-par- 
tisanship, and maintaining they are 
looking at the election only from 
the perspective of the industry gen- 
erally, are inclined toward White, 
Ohio; Cross, Conn., and Ely, Mass. 
These three candidates are Demo- 
crats. 

U. S. Senatorial candidates who 
are already regarded as friends of 
the industry include: (Republicans) 
Couzens, Mich; Davis, Penn.; 
Blaine, Wis.; Moses, N. H.; Jones, 
Wash. Friendly Democrats are 
Wagner, N. Y.; Buckley, Ohio; 
Russell, Ga.; Dill, Wash. D. C.; 
Hull, Tenn.; McGill, Kan.; Tydings, 
Md. 

Barkley, of Kentucky, a Demo- 
crat, Bingham and Brookhart, Re- 
publicans, of Connecticut and Iowa, 
respectively, are listed as ‘enemies.’ 
Rev. Bob Shuler, the Los Angeles 
preacher, and Dr. Brinkley, Kansas’ 
patent medicine man, are both con- 
sidered ‘questionable’ in the picture 
attitude. 


LAEMMLE AFTER NBC 








Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Carl Laemmle, Jr., has a yen to 
do a radio picture with ether names 





}some of 


similar to Paramount's ‘Big Broad- 
cast.’ Currently, he is sounding out 
NBC on the possibility of getting 
their big names for the 
feature. 
Th ough 
filiation with Columbia, 
stars were used in ‘Big Broadcast 


mostly CBS 


Primary Voting on Academy Awards 
Lists Fontanne, Dressler, Hayes and 
March, Lunt and Beery for Honors 








Ousting Santa 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Called Santa Claus Lane in 
the past, during Yuletide holi- 
days, and decorated with 
Christmas trees, this year the 
Chamber of Commerce will call 
Hollywood Boulevard the 
Boulevard of the Stars and in- 
stead of trees will have wreaths 
three feet in diameter sus- 
pended to the lightpost and in- 
side of wreaths a picture of 
one of the screen stars. 


JOLSONS 5 GS, 
CANTORS 244 
FOR ETHER 


Al Jolson starts broadcasting for 
Chevrolet over an NBC web either 
the third or fourth Friday night in 
November, the exact date depend- 
ing on how soon the comic will be 
free to start preparing for the pro- 
gram. Preliminary agreement be- 
tween the auto manufacturer and 
Jolson guarantees him $5,000 net 
per program, with details such as 
who is to pay for the script prepara- 
tion yet to be ironed out. 

Eddie Cantor returns to the Chase 
& Sanborn Sunday evening program 
over NBC Oct. 30 on a basis of 
$2,500 a program net. Contract only 
extends to the end of the current 
year. 

Commercial had asked for an op- 
tion on Cantor’s air services for 
1933, but the comic prefers to dis- 
cuss this at a later date. Cantor 
is due in New York by Oct. 26. 

NBC is holding open the Friday 
evening spot, 9:30 to 10, formerly 
filed by Paul Whiteman for Pon- 
tiac, with the network figuring on 
Nov. 18 as the debut date for the 
Jolson show. Band and vocalists to 
work with Jolson on the Chevrolet 
session will not be decided on for 
another week or two. 

At the comic's request, stories 
sent out by Chevrolet on Jolson’s 
engagement are slated to state that 
his air run is for four weeks only. 
It’s a 52-week contract that the 
auto manufacturer is waiting for 
him to signature, but the document 
is packed with so many ifs and ors 
that Jolson has expressed his pref- 
erence for the four-stanza version 
on all announcement publicity. 

Contract guarantees him only the 
first four consecutive weeks, Un- 
less the commercial decides to the 
contrary, and so notifies him, with- 
in 24 hours after the fourth broad- 
cast he stays through nine more 
programs, filling out the initial 13- 
week period. If the sponsor doesn’t 
avail itself of the four-week can- 
cellation within 24-hours after the 
13th program he’s good for another 
13 weeks. And so it goes for the 
other two quarters of the contract. 


Bull Fight Takes Stop 
Cantor’s Boat Trip East 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 




















NAMES FOR ETHER PIC 


Paramount's former af- |! ! 


| This cov 


Eddie Cantor was unable to sail 
today (Monday) for New York via 
the Canal due to weather conditions 
which delayed completion of the bull 
fight sequence of ‘Kid from Spain.’ 

Cantor now expects to leave by 
train Oct. 18. 


Howard's s Layoff Plans 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

William K. Howard 
Oct 15 for : 4 
to Hurope on a 12-week trip 
layoff period. 


Fox director 
’ oo 
thence 


ers his studio 


,;return Oct. 18. 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Primary voting of members of 
the Motion Picture Academy is un- 
derstood to have resulted in the 


choice of the following candidates 
as contentants for the best achieve- 
ments of 1931: 


Actresses: Lynn Fontanne, ‘The 
Guardsman’; Marie Dressler, ‘Em- 
ma’; Helen Hayes, ‘Madelon Clau- 
det.’ 

Actors: Frederick March, ‘Jekyl 
and Hyde’; Alfred Lunt, ‘The 
Guardsman’; Wallace Beery, ‘The 
Champ.’ 

Directors: Frank Borzage, ‘Bad 
Girl’; King Vidor, ‘The Champ’; 
Joseph Von Sternberg, ‘Shanghai 
Express.’ 

Photographers: Ray June, ‘Ar- 


rowsmith,’ Karl Strauss, ‘Jekyl and 
Hyde’; Lee Garmes, ‘Shanghai Ex- 


press.’ 

Art diréctors: Gordon Wiles, 
‘Transatlantic’; Richard Day, ‘Ar- 
rowsmith’; Lazare Meerson, ‘Nous 
la Liberte’ (French). 

Best produced pictures: ‘The 
Champ’ (M-G), ‘One Hour With 
You’ (Par), ‘Arrowsmith’ (UA), 
‘Five Star Final’ (WB), ‘Bad Girl’ 
(Fox), ‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G), 


‘Shanghai Express’ (Par), ‘Smiling 
Lieutenant’ (Par). 

Best original storries: ‘Lady And 
Gent,’ by Grover Jones and Will- 
iam Slavens McNutt; ‘What Price 
Hollywood,’ by Gene Fowler, Ro- 
land Brown and Adella Rogers St. 
John; ‘The Champ,’ by Frances 
Marion, and ‘Star Witness,’ by Lu- 
cien Hubbard, 

Best picture adaptations: ‘Bad 
Girl,’ Edwin Burke; ‘Arrowsmith,’ 
Sidney Howard; ‘Jekyl and Hyde,’ 
Percy Heath and Samuel Hoffen- 
stein, 

Best sound reproduction: Warner 
Bros., First National, Metro, Gold- 
wyn, Radio, Paramount. 





Joyce Preparing 
To Collect Notes 


For His Hotel Co. 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Suit to collecé on promissory notes 
to the amount of $24,500, payable 
to the Greater Hotels of America, 
Inc., organization headed by Frank 
Joyce, local picture agent, and as- 
sociates, will be started immediate- 
ly by Joyce. Latter has retained 
Attorney Ralph H. Blum to han- 
dle the matter. Notes, according to 
Joyce, were received by the cor- 
poration as a part of the purchase 
price on the sale of its only asset, 
the hotel Coolidge in New York. 

Action to collect on the notes was 
not started sooner, according to 
Joyce, because it was felt that to 
attempt to enforce payment would 
so affect the makers financially as 
to render the paper uncollectible. 

There has been no dissipation of 
funds, according to Joyce. On the 
contrary he states he has used per- 
sonal finances to aid the situation. 
There are no creditors of the cor- 
poration, and immediately, if and 
when these notes are paid, the pro- 
ceeds will be distributed equally 
among the few remaining stock- 
holders, and if collected in full the 
sum will be ample to repay the in- 
vestments of the minority. 

Eastern stockholders in Joyce's 
hotel firm, many of whom are per- 
formers, recently retained counsel 
in New York to press their claims 
for recovery. 


Social Call 








Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Joseph M. Schenck, piloted bg 
Roscoe Turner and accompanied 
by Leo Diegel, golf pro, went by 
plane Oct. 9 to Mexico City ona 


visit to President Rodriguez. 


> 


They 
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Want WB-GTP-Duovac Suit vs. 
W. E. Simultaneously Tried; 
Gov't Action Aside for Films 


4 


What is regarded in legal circles 
as ERPI ss ‘fight for life, far sur- 
passing in importance any patent 
action, is now scheduled to get 
under way in Wilmington Nov. 3. 
If Warners, General Talking Pic- 
tures and Duovac are successful in 
having Western Electric’s repro- 


duction license declared illegal, 
then 5,000 licensees will probably 
demand accountings and sue for 


millions of dollars. 

Although the plaintiffs are not di- 
rectly related in the. action their 
counsel, Dar § & Darby, will en- 
deavor to have all three place their 
charges, virtually identical, against 
Western at the one ‘trial. 

Gov't Yields To Pix 

‘Action to overthrow Western's 
form of exhibitor license is the 
main allegation. Charge is that it 
places the exhibitor in a position 
of ‘commercial duress.’ 

Should the investigation of the 
U. S. Government against the elec- 
trics be under way at the same time, 
a recess will be taken to permit the 
picture battle to get on the record. 
Darby & Darby are also acting for 
the Gov't. Gov't suit scheduled for 
jast week was indefinitely postponed. 

Warner attorneys have been 
working on this quick trial phase 
for the past two weeks. They re- 
turned from Wilmington last week 
confident that their application for 
a temporary injunction against 
WE’'s continued use of its pres- 
ent license formula will be heard 
without interruption. 

Battle lines of the three plain- 
tiffs are reported almost a carbo: 
copy of those uscd by DeForest in 
its tube monopoty fight against 
RCA and General Electric which 
terminated in a settlement out of 
court. The plaintiff received in the 
neighborhood of $1,000,000 at the 
time. Purpose in getting the three 
plaintiffs together is to try and show 
that all departments of the amuse- 
ment industry have been Mgured by 
ERPI's form of theatre licensing 
agreement. 


$9,000,000 Claim 


In the event tne license is over- 
thrown, Warners will immediately 
ask for an accounting. In this WB 
will show that it has 400 W.E. 
equipments for which it paid on an 
average of $10,000 each. Company 
will then maintain that the pur- 
chase price was about 75% exces- 
sive and, accordingly, will ask for 
treble damages in the Federal Court 
which will-run into $9,000,000. 

The difference in price, however, 
is only one point in the damage 
side. Warners, as well as others, 
will ask for accountings on the 
price of Western equipment parts. 
The difference between the cost of 
these and parts in the open market, 
which W. E. prohibits purchasing, 


will form the basis for another 
claim. 
Concedes W. E. Point 
ERPI's' agreement with pro- 


ducers is under lesser fire in the 
Wilmington litigation. Some of the 
plaintiffs concede that Western has 
a patent position and that it has 
the right to exercise certain re- 
strictive measures within reason. 

That there is no relation between 
the Government suit and the three 
plaintiffs, and that the outcome of 
one will not establish a precedent 
for the other, is generally admitted 
among the legal men concerned. 
The kernel of the U.S. suit against 
the major electrics is whether a 
number of patentees can pool their 
patents and then allocate different 
fields to each other in which they 
agree not to compete. 





Moran and Mack’s 4 Wks. 
For RKO, Then More Pix 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Having finished two comedies for 
Educational, Moran and Mack, the 
former being George Sercy, left to- 
day (10), to open for four weeks for 
RKO, starting in Dallas, Oct 13. San 
Antonio, Houston and New Orleans 
follow. They then return to the 
studio to make more pictures. 
Ann Shaw in ‘Cavalcade’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Ann Shaw, wife of Herbert Mun- 
din, gets ber first picture break in 
‘Cavalcade’ at Fox. 
She will have the lead in the mu- 
sical sequence. 





> 





Scoring on Feds 





Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
When the Federals raided 
BBB’s cellar, they = stalked 
through the cafe wearing their 
hats and refusing to take them 
off. 
Leonard Stevens, BBB’s piano 


player, burned, and finally 
started playing the ‘Star 
Spangled Banner.’ The lids 
came off. 


—From ‘Variety's’ Hollywood 
Bulletin. 


3 UNITS WORK 
ON ‘CAVALCADE’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
‘Cavalcade’ will have three units 
working for Fox this week. 

First and main unit will be di- 
rected by Frank Lloyd. Second 
unit, handling all process work, 
will be in charge of William C. 
Menzies, while the third, to in- 
clude all the musical sequences, 
will be under the supervision of 
Sammy Lee. 

Announcement that the. studio 
would use 15,000 extras for the pic- 
ture also brought such a flood of 
applicants that a special casting di- 
rector has been named, Harry 
Claremont will handle the mob 
which will not start work until all 
interiors are finished. 


9 WRITERS ADDED IN 
KAHANE BIG PiX PLAN 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Radio intends strengthening its 
writing staff in line with B. B. 
Kahane’s idea of spending more 
money to improve pictures on that 
lot. 

In line with this policy, Louis 
Weitzenkorn joins the staff follow- 
ing the buying of his existing con- 
tract with Paramount; Harlan 
Thompson has been added to write 
and direct “Collusion’; Ed Dough- 
erty arrives here Thursday (13), 
and later the studio will import 
from England Clemence Dane, au- 
thor of ‘Bill of Divorcement,’ and 
Rosamund Lehman, novelist. 























U’s Prod. Gamble on 


Coast Grid Games 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Universal has signed a contract 
to photograph the USC-Stanford 
game at Stanford and the USC-Cal- 
ifornia game at Los Angeles, gambl- 
ing on the games being of sufficient 
interest to releases them as 
features. 





Selznick’s Route 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Delayed three days in getting 
started east, Myron Selznick final- 
ly caught the train Monday (10), 
Colorado Springs to be his first 
stop. He remains there a week, 
and then goes direct to New York, 

from where he sails for Europe. 
Agent is accompanied by his wife, 
the former Marjorie Daw, and baby. 
He expects to be gone three months. 





THURSTON’S FILM BIDS 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Nat Levine is after headline 
names for his serials. He is dicker- 


ing with Howard Thurston, ma- 
gician, among others, 
Thurston also has had an offer 


from Paramount to do a feature. 





Schenck’s Valet Succumbs 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Teddy Hermopia, 35, Fillipino 
valet to Joseph M. Schenck, died 





Oct. 8 at the Good Samaritan hos- 
pital from septic poisoning, caused 
iby an infected tooth. He had heen 
| With Schenck for six years and ac- 
companied him on all travels. 


WRITERS NO SAVVY 


Pa Quit Par When Unable to 
Agree on Material 





—_——— 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Albert Malz and George Sklar, 
who authored the play, ‘Merry-Go- 
Round,’ called it quits after three 
months at Paramount as screen 
writers. They couldn't agree with 
studio execs as to what is and isn’t 
screen material. They have re- 
turned to Broadway. 

Bert Stafford has been added to 
the writing department at Par to 
write an original. 


Par Wants Wheeler, 
Woolsey; Offering 
75G for Four Pix 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Paramount is reported negotiat- 
ing with Wheeler and Woolsey to 
make a series of four pictures on 
the current program. Deal would 
follow completion of the comics’ 
next for Columbia. 

Understood that the proposition 
calls for a flat $75,000 for each pic- 
ture with 25% of the distribution 
profits. 

Deal which Wheeler and Woolsey 
had with Radio was called off about 
a month ago. 

Robert Woolsey, Bert Wheeler 
and Edward Cline have formed the 
Robert Corporation, a capital stock 
of $50,000, to produce the African 
comedy that the pair will make for 
Columbia release. None of the 
stock has been subscribed as yet. 

Cline is directing the picture. 











WB Takes ‘Lilly’ for Pix; 
Reported Paid $15,000 


Picture rights to ‘LiAy Turner’ 
which was withdrawn from the 
Morosco, N. Y., Saturday, after 
playing three weeks, were sold to 
Warners. Play was written and 
produced by Philip Dunning and 
George Abbott, with Joseph P. Bick- 
erton, Jr. also interested. Under- 
stood WB paid around $15,000, with 
the show taken out of the red 
thereby. 

‘Lilly’ has been acquired for the 
road by the McLaughlin-Manheimer 
interests of Cleveland, where it will 
be first presented by them. Part 
of the original cast may be retained 
although it is doubtful whether the 
featured Dorothy Hall will tour 
with the show. 


Extra Work Gains 


Hollywood, Oct, 10. 


Placements of Central Casting 
went up another 100 during the past 
week. Total was 4,333. 

Biggest set of the week was the 
call for 160 dancers for ‘Employees 
Entrance,’ Roy Del Ruth directing 





for Warners. Peak day was 
Wednesday (5), when 761 extras 
worked. 





Coast Sick List 


P. R. Kent is econvalscing at the 
home of his mother in Altadena, 
after a sinus operation at the Holly- 
wood hospital. Mrs. Florence Wise, 
mother of Dorothy Mackaill, also 
there for treatment, is reported as 
improving. 

Bert Wheeler, at the Cedars of 
Lebanon, recovering from a flu at- 
tack. No change in the condition 
of Belle Bennett at the same hospi- 
tal, 





MacGowan Trip Off 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


Production duties will prevent 
Kenneth MacGowan, Radio story 
head, from making his scheduled 
trip east. He was to be away dur- 
ing October to look over new plays. 

H. N. Swanson, associate story 
editor, returned to Radio from New 
York today (10). 


WEINGARTEN EAST 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Larry Weingarten, Metro super- 
visor, on leave of absence to re- 
;}cuperate from a nervous condition, 
left here by boat for New York 
Sunday (9), to complete his rest. 
His wife accompanies. 

He will stop off at Havana for 
two weeks. Return trip will be 
| made by train. 








Columnist’s Filler 





Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Corey Ford is the Coast's in- 
corrigible song-title punster on 
matters topical. A few sam- 
ples: 

Having just finished on the 
Radio lot, he wants to know: 
‘Radio go from here, boys?’ 

Re the Cagney-Warner con- 
troversy, it reminded him: 
‘Warners the use of worryin.’ 

When Ford first went to see 
Sol Lesser on a picture con- 
tract he greeted that producer 
with ‘Les-ser, he’s my baby.’ 











UA EXCL. IN 
18 LOEW KEYS 





Al Lichtman and Col. Ed Schiller 
have arranged a deal whereby 
Loew’s gets United Artists product 
exclusively in 18 out-of-town spots. 
This is one of the biggest ‘exclusive’ 


deals yet. 
Spots named in the deal are 
Loew’s, Akron; Loew’s, Canton; 


State, Syracuse; State, Rochester; 
Midland, Kansas City; State, Prov- 
idence; Regent, Harrisburg; Palace, 
Indianapolis; Loew's, Richmond; 
Norva, Norfolk; Vendome, Nash- 
ville; Loew’s, London (Ontario); 
New Grand, Atlanta; State, Hous- 
ton; Loew's, Dayton; Colonial, 
Reading; Broad, Columbus; State, 
Louisville. 

Under the plan, the Class A pic- 
tures will be protected by an admis- 
sion minimum of 50c. and the B 
product will play at under that 
figure. 

Division of the country theatres 
into two classes, with stronger pic- 
tures to play for the higher admis- 
sion, the others for less, was the 
original Al Lichtman proposal, out 
of which exclusiveness as a possible 
general future policy has grown. 


TRACY’S DELAYS COST 
STUDIO 106°S SO FAR 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Production on ‘Phantom. Fame’ 
was held up for a 10th time on Sat- 
urday by failure of Lee Tracy to 
appear for work. 

Studio is out $10,000 on delays 
so far, caused by the actor’s fail- 
ure to appear. 











Mrs. Atwill’s Socialite 
In-Law Has Pic Yen 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

William Howard, 3rd, Baltimore 
socialite, is here for a crack at 
studio gates. His wife is the 
daughter of Mrs. Lionel .Atwill by 
her first marriage. 

Al Kingston, of the Leo Morrison 
office, is piloting Howard around for 
screen tests. 


Caster’s Sec Gets Test 
As W-W,Femme Lead 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Brittome, secretary to 
Dan Kelly, Columbia's caster, has 
been given a test for the femme 
lead with Wheeler and Woolsey. 

Girl, who was under contract to 
Fox three years ago, had a bit in 
Col’s ‘The Plain Clothes Man,’ and 
studio liked her looks. 


Mozelle 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Ralph Bellamy leaves the Fox 
payroll this week. Studio had of- 
fered to renew his option, but with- 
out a salary raise as called for in 
the contract. 

Player refused to remain 
tionary on the salary end. 


sta- 


Kenton, ‘Luxury’ Megger 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Kenton will direct ‘Lux- 
for B. P. Schulberg ai 


Erle C. 
ury Liner’ 
Paramount. 

Original by Gina Kaus is being 








adanied by Gene Markey and Kath- 


| ryn Scola, 


NO PAY UP, BELLAMY WALKS | 





| his 





| Olympic 


Publix Reducing Number of Subsids, 
Plan Is for Only 4 


Execs in H. 0, 


Along with its decentralization 
move, already started, Publix plang 
to reduce ite numerous corporate 
theatre company affiliates by form. 
ing several compact groups. Move 
will cut down the number of core 
porate entities now functioning in 
affiliation with the chain and which 
number well over 300 companies, 
Basis of breaking up the chain into 
compact but fewer separate entities 
will be along district and territorial 
lines. 

When Sam Katz arrives in New 
York this month the plan, which 
has his approval, will be already 
under way. 

The decentralization plan, and 
that to reduce the network of cor- 
porations, is calculated to take at 
least six months. In some instances 
groups of houses will be turned over 
directly for indie operation where 
Suitable operators can be found. The 
decentralization, of course, is cal- 
culated to save Par plenty in opere 
ating overhead and costs. 

Plan is similar and follows the 
original decentralization lines which 
Harry Arthur invoked when head 
of Fox Theatres. Not unlikely that 
Arthur may be selected to take over 
certain Publix houses, probably in 
New England. ’ 

Publix home _ office supervision 
and overhead is being cut to an ab- 
solute minimum under this plan and 
it is possible that only four super- 
vising execs may remain in the New 
York office. These are Sam Dem- 
bow, Milton Feld, Dave Chatkin 
and Katz. Chatkin may supervise, 
or be consultant, in the h.o. for the 
operators in the field but otherwise 
they will report direc‘ly to Katz, 

Conferences 

During this week conferences at 
the h. o. will be held with diviisonal 
directors and key operators from the 
field who were called to New York, 
among them Ralph Branton of Bos- 
ton, Bill Jenkins of Dallas and John 
J. Friedl, Minneapolis, with a view 
to arranging new operating setup 
and making assignments. 

Under the new field operating 
scheme the division film buyers at 
the h. o. will transfer their booking 
to territories. 

Instead of taking over division 
operation of the northwest and mid- 
dle west, R. J. O’Donnell now may 
operate the south out of Dallas, 
while Friedl will probably get the 
northwest and some other disposi- 
tion be made of the middle west. 
A. H. Blank, a Publix partner in the 
Iowa sector, may take on additional 
houses out that way, but whether 
Blank will actively represent Publix 
on everything in the midwest is not 
indicated. . 

While up here from the south, 
Jenkins is apt to figure in discus- 
sions looking toward possibility of 
an operating partnership to cover 
the Saenger group. EF. V. Richards, 
continues on inside rumor to be re- 
garded as unlikely as a Saenger 
operatnig partner. 

Katz is due back in New York 
Monday, Oct. 24, leaving the Coaat 
after. he has had an opportunity to 
confer with Emanuel Cohen, who 
leaves New York. to return to the 
studio tomorrow (Wednesday), On 
Katz’s arrival east he will spend 
more time in New York, making 
only periodical trips west. 

Coincidentally Leo Spitz . will 
spend more time in Chicago, where 
he maintains a private law practice. 
Spitz will split his time about evenly 
between New. York and Chicago, and 
continue to handle important Publix, 
operating matters. ‘ 








FOX AFTER BUCHANAN © 


Wants Him to Call Off Show te 
Make ‘Pleasure Cruise’ 








Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Fox is after Jack Buchanan to 
play the lead in ‘Pleasure Cruise,’ 
set for early production. 

<nglish comedian is on his way 
to New York from the Isles, with 
Fox emissaries commissioned to 
meet him and request he set back 
Aarons & Freedley musicah 
and come to the Coast for the pic- 
ture. Show is due for rehearsal 
next month. 


Picture Job Lures Klein 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Al Klein, formerly of the Klein 
Brothers, vaude, crashes pictures in: 
Paramount’s ‘Big City Racket.’ 
Klein has been here | sinee 
games. 


the 
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PAR’S UNIT PRODUCT P 





Kent May Order Fox Yarns Off Air, 
Advance Revealment Can Hurt B. 0. 


a 





S. R. Kent, president of Fox, may 
Dan the serialization of Fox film 
gtories over the air on the theory 
that revealing the plots of film 
yarns too fully ultimately hurts at 
the box office. This, it is claimed, 
is not only theory but the result 
ef practical demonstrations. 

Kent's action is apt to precipitate 
a universal ban on the practice by 
filmdom generally, although the full 


intent or attitude held by Kent 
isn’t known. It may be regarded, 
however, as pertaining only to that 
type of broadcasting that unfolds 
the action and personalities of film 
characters before they are actually 
shown on the screen and in such 
a way as to stifle public interest. 
Particular objection seems to be 
against advance etherizing of mys- 
tery stories. 

Kent it is known has investigated 
the effects of recent picture broad- 
casting. There are two Fox pic- 
tures on which he can fall back for 
survey. These are ‘Trial of Vivian 
Ware’ and the current ‘Chandu.’ 
Both have been serialized over the 
air. 

One angle is that it’s question- 
able whether to give away plot and 
characters to a free audience in 
too full detail, and then expect that 
game audience to pay to see what 


they already have found out free of 


charge. It is further contended 
that in this type of broadcasting 
there is the added danger that the 
personality interest in the players 
who are depicting the characters 
may suffer. 

Operating heads and contact men 
may join with broadcasting execs 
to try and find some middle ground 
by which radio advertising can be 
utilized more reasonably and to 
fuller advantage of the theatre. 

Radio Pictures, only film com- 
pany directly affiliated with radio, 
recently had its ‘Phantom of Crest- 
‘wood’ on the air. 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Paramount is going after further 
free air plugs covering its forth- 
coming pictures. Studio will re- 
cord numbers from musicals, or 
films with musical sequences, and 
offer them to radio stations in ad- 
vance of a picture’s showing, to be 
used as sustaining programs. 

Arthur Mayer, head of Para- 
mount's advertising and publicity, 
decided on the platter exploitation, 
after using it freely for ‘The Big 
Broadcast.’ 

There will be no paid radio ad- 
vertising on Par pictures this year, 
company confining its expenditures 
to periodicals. 

Recording on discs for exploita- 
tion purposes, studio feels, will not 
interfere with exclusive contracts 
for broadcasting held by any radio 
or picture names. Disc method does 
not involve a ‘personal appearance’ 
in front of the mike. 

Cc. B. DeMille is making an ex- 
ploitation record, synopsizing ‘Sign 
of the Cross’ (Par), which will run 
five minutes and to be given radio 
Stations without cost for the pic- 
ture’s exploitation. 


McCarthy to Fox? 


Charles Ek. McCarthy will join Fox 
im an executive press capacity, it 
is expected, shortly after his re- 
turn from a brief 10-day vacation 
in Bermuda. McCarthy resigned 


from Par Friday (7), sailing the 
next day 
P-P officials aver no settlement 


was made with McCarthy when he 
indicated a desire to quit. 





Kalmine for WB in Pitt 


Harry Kalmine, in charge of War- 
ner operations in Newark, will suc- 





Honest 


Indie distributor in New 
York was talking terms to an 
indie producer who wanted to 
turn over a picture. Producer 
offered the distrib 20%. 

‘I must have 30%,’ wailed 
the distrib. ‘To protect your- 
self you must give me 30%. 
Otherwise I'll have to juggle 
the books to make a profit— 
and you wouldn’t want me to 
do that, would you?’ 


GRAUMAN GPERATING 
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DTSIDERS O 


Negotiations on with C. B. 
DeMille, King Vidor and 
Sam Bischoff for Individ- 
ual Output—Katz Favors 
Deal Similar to Schul- 
berg’s— Figure Half of 
Product on This Basis 


os 


$200,000 PIX COST 


————— 


Hollywood, Oct. 10, 





F-WC’S L. A. DE LUXERS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
Sid Grauman is now in charge of 
operation of the Chinese, Loew’s 
State, United Artists and Pantages, 
Fox-West Coast's local deluxers. 
Deal was closed by Charles Skouras 


last week. 

Pantages and UA will reopen Oct. 
20 with ‘Red Dust’ as their initial 
day-and-dater. Fanchon & Marco 
units will be used at both houses. 

Chinese, which closed Oct. 6, re- 
opens Nov. 11. Grauman has his 
choice of Paramount's ‘Sign of the 
Cross’ and ‘Farewell to Arms,’ ‘Sil- 
ver Dollar’ (WB), and ‘Rasputin’ 
(Metro). 

Egyptian also opens Oct. 20 with 
a straight second run policy and 
the Embassy reopens Oct. 26 with 
a three-a-week change. 


PAR MAY ASK WOBBER 
TO COME EAST AGAIN 


Paramount may ask Herman 
Wobber to accept an executive dis- 
tribution post at the home office. 

While Par is held as anxious to 
spot Webber in a strategic post in 
the east, doubt exists as to whether 
he would leave his native San Fran- 
cisco, where he has other interests. 
He is Par’s district manager on 
sales. 














Off the Record 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

For the purpose of closer co-op- | 
eration as regards the betterment of 
the industry, producers association 
will hold two meetings monthly in 


Paramount is reported definitely 
figuring on unit production with the 
possibility that three or four out- 
side producers may be added to the 
present executive personnel. All 
would work on a percentage of the 
profit basis with Paramount ar- 
ranging the financing. 

Sam Katz is said to favor this 
plan and negotiations are on at 
present for C. B. De Mille, King 
Vidor and Sam Bischoff to join the 
organization. 

De Mille brought in his picture, 
‘Sign of the Cross,’ within budget 
requirements and along with the 
Chas. Rogers’ pictures this is re- 
ported to have inclined Katz to the 
belief that arrangements should be 


made with other producers along 
unit lines as with B. P. Schulberg. 


It is expected that when Emanuel 
Cohen gets back from New York 
this week an arrangement will be 
made with DeMille for two pictures, 
and an agreement for three a year 
with Vidor. Also one with Bischoff, 
at present associated with Bert 
Kelly and Wm. Saal in KBS, re- 
ieasing through World Wide, for 
eight pictures to have an average 
cost of around $200,000. 


All deals cali for a fixed budget 
with the producer to stand any 
overage in costs, a specific amount 
being placed in escrow by him to 
be drawn on by Paramount to cover 
the contingency. Producer under 
the plan would be given a flat re- 
muneration for each picture and 
then participates with Paramount 
on its’ profits, producer's share 
ranging from 25% to 50%. 

Under the unit system, all story 
and cast details, it is said, must 
have the sanction of Cohen before 
production starts with the producer 
held responsible and not to be inter- 
fered with after the camera starts. 
It is figured that at least half of the 
Paramount product may be event- 
ually turned out via this unit sys- 





addition to 


First of the new sessions will be 
held today (Monday). 


its regular meetings. 


record and not officially reported by | 
minutes. | 


Sure-Seater Deems P. A. 


On the theory that the publicity 
and advertising department is more 
important than the theatre end, the 
Little Carnegie Playhouse, New 
York, has switched Manny Rosen- 
berg, house manager, to the p. 











ceed John D. Harris as district 
manager of the Pittsburgh zone, 
Harris resigned after two years 
for WP 


and a. post, with the understand- 
ing that this puts him at the head 
of the theatres’ staff. Adolph 
Brecher replaces him as house man- 
ager, but takes orders from 
Rosenberg. 

Little Carnegie is a foreign sure- 
seater and the theory of its oper- 
ators is that the publicity man|} 
drags the customers in, which is 
the important task. All the mana- 
ger has to do, they point out, is 
make the payees happy, once they're 
there. 

Only important change being 
made in the actual duties of the two 
men is that Rosenberg, as p. and a. 
chief, will sit in on the selection 
and spotting of filma, 
the house manager. 











tem. 


These gatherings witt be of ne| SELZNICK EAST OCT. 20 


FOR NEW DEAL PARLEY 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
David O. Selznick is said to be 


More Valuable Than Mgr. <ontemplating departure for New 


York Oct. 20, although eastern execs 
of Kadio do not expect him until 
late in December. Selznick’s con- 
tract is up at the end of this month 
but has been extended until Jan. 1. 
While in New York it is pre- 
sumed he will discuss new terms, 


‘Web’ Off, Roxy’s Son 


Goes to Radio City 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


Radio has abandoned preparation 
of ‘The Web,’ deciding the mystery 
play unfit for screen material. 

Arthur Rothafel, son of Roxy, was 
on a story treatment. He has left 
the studio, and will return to New 
York for a berth at Radio City. 








SAAL’S COAST CONFERENCE 
Bill Saad left New York wasters | 


rather than | day (Monday) for the Coast to con- 


fer on KBS production. 
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LEFCOURT’S 1ST 
$50,000 Budget for Realtor’s Initial 
Film Venture 
A. E. Lefcourt, millionaire real- 
tor, who is taking a fling at inde- 
pendent production, this week will 
preview in New York his first pro- 
duction. Picture, ‘Manhattan Tow- 
er,’ was made in Universal City at 

a cost of about $50,000. 
Lefcourt's film company is Rem- 
ington Pictures, states righter. 


COAST SOS’S HAYS, 
ALL BECAUSE OF P. A. 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Because Hollywood's only incor- 
rigible press agent, as he is known 
among the organized publicists 
here, cannot be curbed by local 
means, the Coast boys have wired 
Hays headquarters asking for a so- 
lution, 

The p. a. in 
sponded to previous 
sending out matter socking the 
Haysian group, of which his own 
boss is a member, and riling the | 
New ‘York producer meeting place, 
to the point where it has wired the 
Coast in an effort to find out what 
all the attacks are about. 

This time a recent batch of stories 
are expressed as likely to boom- 
erang to the entire industry in its 
relations with the press. 

Going to his boss is declared 
hopeless, the boss evidencing a 
willingness for his man to con- 
tinue along the lines he has always 
pursued. Incidentally, the pro- 
ducer has been on the carpet sev- 
eral times during the past two 
years for alleged violations of the 
Hays production formula. 


NO SCHENCK PROD. 
SCHEDULED FOR UA 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


To date there are no Joseph M. 
Schenck productions scheduled for 
the United Artists program. 

Sven ‘Shanghai Gesture,’ which 
Lewis Milestone was reported to 
direct, is not included. 











question has re- 
rebukes by 











' WANCING FOR Ether Contests As Lure For 
Bringing Theatre 


Patrons Back 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


Nation-wide air contest whereby 
listeners-in will have to attend the- 
atres in order to take part, will be 
Radio Pictures in 


‘Hollywood on 


inaugurated by 
connection with its 
the Air’ programs. 

Prizes are to be offered each week 
for the best reviews of pictures, an- 
nounced in advance weekly on the 
RKO-NBC hour. 

Through the contest, it is hoped 
to prove M. H. Aylesworth’s con- 
tention that radio can be utilized as 
the best means of picture exploita- 
tion, and if correctly used on the 
air does not keep patrons out of 
theatres, an argument used gen- 
erally in the picture industry 
against ether-film co-operation. 

This contest is but one of several 
that Radio intends using for air 
ballyhooing this fall. Another was 
instituted during the ‘Hollywood on 
the Air’ program last Thursday (6). 
It consisted in the offering of a prize 
of $100, and 10 of $10 each, for the 
best letters answering the question 
of whether or not ‘Little Women,’ 
a proposed Radio picture, should 
be laid in its original period, 1865, 
or modernized. 

It is not intended to confine the 
review contest idea solely to RKO 
pictures, but also to include films 
made by other studios. This is an- 
other angle in line with Ayles- 
worth’s film-ether idea, expressed 
when last on the Coast, to the effect 
that he would throw the resources 
of NBC toward any film company 
willing to co-operate. 


Expect No Lasky 
Affiliation Until 
Par Disposition 


Several offers, including distribu- 
tion of pictures he would independ- 
ently make, and for financing of 


production, have been made _ to 
Jesse L. Lasky. All propositions 
are unnamed, but reports persist 
that offers from Fox and United 
Artists are the warmest. 

Lasky says he has reached no de- 











16 at $200,000 


cision concerning acceptance of any 
of the proposals made him since his 








Fox contemplates making 16 fea- 
tures on its current program with 
costs not to exceed $200,000 on each 
film, 

Plan, as worked out, would reduce 
the actual studio overhead from 
around 45%, where it was prior to 
the return of Winnie Sheehan, to 
around 30%. 





Tenn.’s 10% Tax Is MPTO 


Conv.’s Biggest Concern 


MPTO of Arkansas, Mississippi 
and Tennessee are convening this 
week in Memphis. Highlight of the 
convention is the Tennessee admis- 
sion tax and how it may be com- 
bated. 

Tax at 
the Tenn. 
dime, 


takes 10% out of 
first 


present 
boxoffices from the 


resignation from Paramount. 

It is assumed Lasky will not close 
any deals, either for financing or 
distribution, until there has been 
some settlement or disposition of 
his Par agreement. It is still be- 
lieved that the final outcome will 
see Lasky distributing his pictures 
through United Artists or Fox. 

In New York for an indefinite 
period, it is expected there will be 
some development at an early date 
but while Lasky is in touch with 
Nathan Burkan, his attorney, no 
meetings are known to be sched- 
uled at which the contract question 
will be taken up with Par. 

Until Lasky has definitely decided 
upon his course for the future, he 
will not organize personnel around 
him. He denies he has signed Her- 
bert Brenon as a director. Lasky 
states he met Brenon in New York 
last week and latter indicated he'd 
like to work for Lasky and was told 
that perhaps he could. 

Burkan, recently ill, has returned 





Par Meeting Oct. 11 


Paramount board meeting sched- 
uled for Monday (10) was post- 
poned on account of the religious 
holiday until today (11). 


| alove left 


NEW FOX STUDIO ATTORNEY | 


Hollywood, Oct. 19. 


George F. Wasson, jr., has been | 


appointed assistant counsel for Fox | 

studio, in charge of the legal depart- 

ment | 
He succeeds John H. Tracy t 


to his office. 


H.M.-Michalove West 


Harry M. Warner and Dan Mich- 
New York yesterday 
(Monday), Warner going directly to 





the Coast, Michalove heading south 


for a brief visit of exchange points 
i fore joining the WB president in 


| Cudifornia 


{t's H. M.'s first visit to the stu- 


3 ain 


[wo years 








_ RIO ry a Sete 


we 
—s 








iy 
I 
' 
} 


6 VARIETY 


PICT@Res 


Tuesday, October 14, 1982 





= = 


—— 








Open Breach Between Allied 
And MPTOA Looms; Chi Meeting 
To Bring Out Both Bodies’ Angles 


With immediate prospects of 


nearly doubling its box office rep- 
resentation, through promises of ac- 
tive support from four of the most 
powerful indie units, which, hereto- 
fore, have kept more or less aloof 
fr. participation in national or- 
ganization activities, the MPTOA is 
admitted to be in a position where 
it can act on its own strength and 
independent of the insurgent group, 
Allied Exhibitors. 

Boston, with an exhibitor voice of 
around 450 theatres, and Columbus 
with another 400 are reported ready 
to enter active work. Buffalo’s 200 
and Milwaukee's 300 recently gave 
their pledge ‘to the MPTOA. This 
means that that national organiza- 
tion would have a round member- 
ship of 4,000, the greatest since its 
inception, an which is three times 
that of Allied. 

Open Breach? 

Possibility of an open breach be- 
tween Allied and the MPTOA at the 
Chicago meeting this Thursday (13) 
was largely blamed in New York 
yesterday (10) on so-called ‘sharp- 
shooting tactics’ in an effort to steal 


the credit for unifying the exhibitor 


fronts, as also the recent selling 
to the indepedents on Federal reg- 
ulation for the industry. 

A point irking the MPTOA is said 
to be that Allied, since the first 
get-together of both national 
groups’ representatives, has laid 
greater stress on Federal regula- 
tion whereas it was the intention 
of the MPTOA to use the Govern- 
ment simply as a whip to center 
attention on the need for a standard 
contract. i 

Behind the Federal gesture, 
stated exhibitor spokesmen yester- 
day (Monday), is the specific in- 
terest of Allied to revamp the 
Brookhart bill. It has long been 
reported in the trade that Abram 


Myers, Allied leader, originally sup- 


plied most of the material for this 
measure. 
Federal Peeve 


That mass meetings are strictly 
an Allied idea, and that the only 
purpose they would ‘serve now 
would be to arouse exhibitors for 
Federal supervision, was another 
angle seen in New York. No uni- 
form contract has yet been drafted 
so, it is pointed out, this could not 
help but be relegated to second 
place and eventually be ovérlooked 
in the event of current mass gather- 
ings of exhibs. 

That the contract issue with the 
distributors can be settled, if fire- 
works are postponed, was voiced 
Monday by both exhibitor-repre- 


sentatives and spokesmen for 
distribs. If the distrib alibi that 
the Government considers every 


conference in the industry a ‘con- 
spiracy’ persists, exhibs offer the 
solution of a ‘case stated.’ The 
purpose of this would be to get an 
interpretation of the higher court 
ruling on distributor-exhibitor re- 
lations. 

In its recruiting campaign, the 
MPTOA does not expect the TOCC 
to become affiliated. It is pointed 
out that the exhib problems in Néw 
York City are different than in any 
other part of the country. By the 
same token, however, the enlist- 
ment of Buffalo last week more or 
less breaks up a state unification 
plan which Charles O'Reilly, TOCC 
head, has been working on for sev- 
eral years. 





Col’s Brief Studio Nap 


Holiywood, Oct. 10. 

Production vacation current at 
Columbia, and will end when ‘Air 
Hostess’ gets under way next week. 
Finish of ‘No More Orchids’ left the 
studio’s slate empty. 

‘African Dodgers,’ with Wheeler 
and Woolsey, also starts next week. 





PAR DROPS THREE WRITERS 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

His contract up, Walton Hall 
Smith, who has been on Para- 
mount’s writing staff six months, 
went off salary this week. He had 
been working on ‘Lives of a Bengal 
Lancer.’ ‘ 

Frank Howard Clark. completin 
seript work on ‘Wild Iforse Mesa, 
and Julian Josephson, also out. 





Contractees Wised on 
Preducer Relationships 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
A special bulletin, titled ‘how the 


producers’ agreement affects your 


employment,’ has been sent by the 
Academy to every holder of a stu- 
dio contract, in order to acquaint 
the industry with the machinery 
set-up by the organization for the 
settlement of differences between 
producers and employees. 

In: layman’s language, the com- 
munication asks that the Academy 
be informed of any phase of pro- 
ducer-employee relations that the 
contractee believes inequitable. 


MAJOR COMPANIES ARE 
ROADSHOW-CONSCIOUS 


Policy of roadshowing: pictures 
which the industry gave up almost 
entirely shortly after the entrance 
of sound, is reappearing as all com- 
panies are giving it thought this 
season. 

Metro’s ‘Grand Hotel’ in 750 spots 
on a two-a-day basis is largely re- 
sponsible. 

That company will also roadshow 
‘Strange Interlude,’ while other 
roadshowings to be Par’s ‘Sign of 
the Cross,’ virtually set for $1.50 
and $2 showings, and Sam Gold- 
wyn’s ‘Kid from Spain,’ opening 
Nov. 10, in New York and on Coast. 
Warners in spotting ‘Life Begins’ 
at the Hollywood, New York, re- 
cently at $1.50 top, had hopes pic- 
ture would test out for roadshow- 
ing everywhere along ‘Hotel’ lines. 
Road shows last passed from 
vogue due to the tendency of most 
majors to spot nearly anything at 
¢2 as a false stimulus. { 


Hollywood, Oct. 10: 


Second $1.50 screen attraction at 
Warner's Western is expected to be 
‘Life Begins’ (WB), pencilled in to 
follow ‘Kid From Spain,’ which in- 
augurates the new two-a-day pol- 
icy at advanced prices on Nov. 10. 
‘Life Begins’ was previously 
scheduled for the Hollywood, grind 
policy, ‘but studio figured it strong 
enough to follow the Cantor picture 
at the Wilshire-Western house. 











Cruze Gets Megger Job | 
On Schnitzer’s Next 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


James Cruze goes to Joseph I. 
Schnitzer: to Girect that producer’s 


next indie made for Radio. Title 
is ‘Tars and Feathers.’ 
William Nigh, who directed 


Schnitzer’s first, ‘What Fools Men 
Are,’ was slated for this one but 
will do another one later, . Film 
which will star Vivienne Osborne, 
goes into production Oct. 22. 











M-G Production Lull | 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


First production lull at: Metro 
since early summer comes the end 
of this week with the completion 
of ‘Red Dust’ and ‘Mask of Fu 
Manchu’ and cleaning up of ‘Ras- 
putin,’ ‘Flesh’ and ‘Prosperity’ next 
week. : 

‘Son Daughter’ will go into work 
this week and ‘Whistling in the 
Dark’ and ‘Pig Boats’ in about three 
weeks, 





CHANGE POWELL YARNS 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Preparation on ‘The Mind Read- 
er, whieh Warners intended for 
William Powell, has been called off. 
Rian James was on the script. 
Another racket story has _ been 
substituted for Powell in ‘The Key- 
hole,’ yarn on private detective op- 
eration. 


DOUG TAKES DICK’S STORY 


Dick Barthelmess, scheduled for 





‘The Sucker,’ will not do that pic- | 
ture. 

Warners decided it’s a better story | 
for Fairbanks, Jr., and will plan 


|} something else for 
jhis next. 





Ist Runs on Broadway 





(Subject to Change) 








Week Oct. 14 
Paramount—‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par). 
Capitol — ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
(Metro). 
Strand—‘One Way. Passage’ 
(WB). , 


Mayfair—Bill of Divorce- 
ment’ (Radio) (3d week). 

Rivoli—‘Rain’ (UA) (12). 

Winter Garden—'Tiger Shark’ 
(WB) (4th week). 

Rialto—‘Madigon Square Gar- 
den’ (Par) (12). 

Roxy — ‘Thirteen Women’ 
(Radio). 





Week Oct. 21 

Paramount—‘Big Broadcast’ 
(Par) (2d week). 

Capitol — ‘Smilin’ 
(Metro) (2a week). 

Strand—‘One Way Passage’ 
(FN) (2d week). 

Mayfair—Phantom of Crest- 
wood’ (Radio). 

Rivoli — ‘Rain’ 
week). 

Winter Garden—‘They Call It 
Sin’ (WB) (19). 

Rialto — ‘Madison Square 
Garden’ (Par) (2d week). 


Through 


(UA) (24a 





$2 Pictures 
‘Strange Interlude’ 
Astor) (8th week). 
‘Maedchen in. Uniform’ (Os- 
wald) (German) (Criterion) 
(4th week). 


(Metro) 





Foreign Films 


‘Gitta Entdeckt thr Herz’ 
(German) (Froehlich) (Hin- 
denberg) (3d week). 


‘Luise, Konigin von Preussen’ 


(German) (Porten) (Europa) 
(2d week). 
‘Der Ball’ (German-French) 


(Vandal & Delac) (Little Car- 
negie) (12). 











Exhib-Censor Flays 
Pix in Legislative 
Campaign, Oust Him? 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 10. 

Charging that filthy pictures, not 
the depression, are responsible for 
the condition of the theatre business 
at this time, William Cutts, opera- 
tor of the Kenton, local subsequent 
run house, and member of the 
Portland censor board, made a 
scathing attack on current film pro- 
duction in his campaign for elec- 
tion to the state legislature. Pic- 
ture house men are up in arms, and 
have enlisted the aid of the mayor 
and members of the council in an 
attempt to have Cutts ousted from 
the shearing board. 
Cutts, in his tirade, made at a 
meeting of the censor body, assert- 
ed. that theatre men have been 
forced to show pictures ‘that would 
not have been allowed in a bar- 
room 10 years ago,’. and that this 
has affected the box office receipts 
and aroused the theatre men to de- 
mand clean. pictures. He said the 
protest against bad pictures had 
arisen from theatre men all over the 
country. He further stated that not 
one picture in five .would comply 
with the producers’ own code. 

Lo- 1.1 film board of trade has pro- 
tested the Cutts attack on films, and 
the Hays office in New York has 
been advised of the situation. 





Dressler-Beery Again 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Wallace Beery is again opposite 
Marie Dressler for Metro’s ‘Tugboat 
Annie.’ Picture developed from the 
series of stories about..a.battered 
woman tugboat captain running in 
the Saturday Evening Post. 
Picture will be started as soon as 
Beery finishes ‘Flesh’. Chuck Reis- 











Barthelmess as 
' 


ner directs. 


Lubitsch 100% 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Ernst_Lubitsch will write act and 
direct his own sequence in ‘If I Had 
a Million,” Paramount's. all-star 
picture. 








Reisman Divorce Final 
Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Rose Judell Reisman was awarded 
her final divorce decree from Bert 
| Reisman, of National Screen Service 
in New York, by Superior Judge 
| Doran. Suing on charges of non- 
support, she was awarded custody 
| of two minor children. 
Mrs. teisman is:..with Mayfair 

4Pictures at International studio. 





Hollywood 





weekly ‘Variety.’ 


department. 


Briefly rewritten extracts from ‘Variety’s’ Hollywood Bulletin, printed 
each Friday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regutar 


The Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
News from the Dailies in Los Angeles will be found in that customary 





Bankers, Execs’ Guests 
Chief executives of studios, and 
not office boys, piloted 2,500 mem- 
bers of the American Bankers’ As- 
sociation, in convention here, 
through the studios and entertained 
the financial men. 





Arriving for Script Okay 
Kate Smith, who has okayed her 
Paramount story, ‘Moon Song,’ ar- 
rives here Oct. 24 to approve the 
adaptation so that production may 
start Nov. 1. 





Team on ‘Waterfront’ 
Dialog and adaptation of Reli- 
ance’s ‘I Cover the Waterfront’ is 
being handled by Prescott Chaplin 
and William Robeson. George 
Roesner is on an untitled yarn for 
the same company, 


Chaplin Kid Substitutes 
George Ernest, eight, and Buster 
Pheips, five, have the parts origi- 
nally intended for the Chaplin chil- 
dren in ‘Handle with Care,’ which 
David Butler will start Oct. 15 at 
Fox. , 








Laemmle East 
Carl Laemmle and Jack Ross, his 
secretary, left for New York Oct. 6. 
He returns to spend Thanksgiving 
with his family. 





Irene Ware Siays 
Fox took up the option of Irene 
Ware and has given her a new deal, 
She'll be featured in next year's 
product. 





Sullivan Suping 
Charles C. Sullivan, business as- 
sistant to David O. Selznick, looking 
for story material for the three pic- 
tures he will supervise at Radio, in 
addition to his other duties. 





‘Indian’ for Gable 
Thames Williamson’s ‘Sad Indian’ 
bought by Metro for Clark Gable. 
Harvey Ferguson, who left Para- 
mount, will adapt and dialog. 





Lehman Loaned to Fox 
Gladys Lehman goes from Uni- 
versal to Fox on loan for a part in 
the Warner Baxter picture, ‘Dan- 





gerously Yours.’ 





Lupe with McLaglen-Lowe 
Lupe Velez selected by Fox oppo- 
site Victor McLaglen and Edmund 
Lowe in ‘Hell to Pay.’ 





Enright Megging Blondell 
Joan Blondell’s next for Warners, 
‘Blondie Johnson,’ femme gangster 
story, will be megged by Ray En- 
right. 


Joan Crawford Waiting 

Joan Crawford will be idle six 
weeks while two sets of writers are 
getting stories ready for her. Hold- 
up was caused by Metro discarding 
‘Lost.’ Clarence Brown, who was 
to direct ‘Lost,’ will instead do ‘Son- 
Daughter.’ 





Norman Manning at Fox studio’s 
casting office. 





Rex Bell's lead, 
more by 


Neoma Judge, 
given contract for three 
Trem. Carr. 


Col’s Radio Yarn 
Police radio car story is in the 
making at Columbia by Hampton 
Del Ruth, who has just joined the 
writers’ staff. 


Par Tests Crabb 
Buster Crabb, Olympic swimming 
champ, has been at Paramount un- 
der cover. Studio has been giving 
him voice coaching. 


: Radio Awaits M-G 

Starting dates of Radio’s ‘Topaze’ 
and ‘Sweepings’ are being held up 
because of the delay on ‘Rasputin’ 
at Metro. John Barrymore is needed 
for the former and Lionel Barry- 
more for the latter. 








Polan Banks is at Par to script 
‘Passage to Paradise.’ 





Columbia Resuming 
With Columbia’s production slate 
washed up on the finish of ‘No More 
Orchids’ last week, the studio took 
a short nap until the start this week 





of ‘Air Hostess’ and ‘African 
Dodgers.’ 
Sandrich’s Seventh 
Mark Sandrich has just signed 


his seventh consecutive contract to 
direct Radio shorts. 


Retakes, Title Change 





‘Jubilo,” the Will Rogers pic, is | 
being tightened, and has been given | 
a new handle, ‘Too Busy to-Work,’ 
at Fox, where ‘Rackety Rax’ is also 
in the retake stages. 

Luden Tries Again 
Jack Luden, formerly in silents 








| being tested for Universal’s ‘North- 
west Mountie,’ in comeback try. 


Escape Injuries 
Howard Phillips and Bruce Matx 
Farland escaped with minor ine 
juries when the car they were drive 
ing to New York collided with gq 
truck and was wrecked near Chi, 
cago Oct. 6. 


Walter Futter left by plane for 
New York Friday (7) to set a UA 
distributing deal for his feature, 
‘Jade.’ 





Horsley on Top 
John David Horsley gets top spot 
in ‘Flaming Signal,’ which William 
Burke is producing at Metropolitan 
for Imperial Distributing Co. CG, 
Edwards Roberts will meg. 





Lew Breslau is at Columbia 
pounding out a woman-lawyer yarn, 





Mayer’s Hospital Visit 
Arthur Mayer, Para-Publix ad-« 
vertising chief, on a visit here from 
New York, left the Hollywood hos- 
pital following a minor op. He 
leaves for New York this week with 
Sam Katz. 





Fort Halted 
Tilness has forced Garret Fort off 
‘Giant Swing’ at Fox. Another 


writer will be assigned to replace 
him, Fort returning to the studio 
on recovery. 


Neck and Neck 
Radio starting retakes on ‘Rocka- 
bye’ before the rewriting was 
(Continued on page 62) 


PAR DECIDES TO SLUFF 
‘DIAMOND LIL’ FOR GOOD 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Paramount has decided that ‘Dia= 
mond Lil’ does not lend itself to 
the screen in any form. The Mae 
West play, a subject of much cons 


cern to Hays codists since Par ob- 
tained the screen rights over a year 
ago, has been approached from 
every film perspective. 

‘Lil’ is described as one of @ very 
few themes which cannot_ justify. 
itself in any form for general pic- 
ture audiences. 


Third Dimension Films 
Further Away Than Tele 


Third dimension pictures are fur- 
ther away than television. The 
electric world has temporarily 
ceased all systematic research inte 
the angle problems, made more dif< 
ficult by the depression. 

Executives representing RCA, 
General Electric, and the Bell Lab 
make it clear that scientific re- 
search into third dimension, despite 
all reports, is still in an elementary 
physical stage. 

To obtain the third angle today 
would mean a new type of film, pro- 
jection machine, camera, and even 
screen, say those interested. 

In some of the experiments con- 
ducted a little while ago from 15 to 
20 projection machines were re- 
quired to get the dimensional quan« 
tity. This meant all machines weré 
grinding different slices of film sime 
ultaneously aimed at one screen, 


L. A. to N. ¥ 


Mrs. Tammany Youn~. 
David Boehm. 

Harry Mines. 

Edward Roberts. 
Irving Thalberg. 
Norma Shearer. 

Floyd Gibbons. 

Carl Laemmile, Sr. 
Jack Ross. 

Frank Cavett. 

Walter Futter. 
Charles Rugegies. 
Larry Hart. 

Richard Rodgers. 
William K. Howard 
John Gilbert. 

Virginia Bruce. . 











N. Y. to L. A. 


Ted Braun. 

J. J. McCarthy. 
Harry M. Warner 
Dan Michalove 
Ed Daugherty. 
Emanuel Cohen. 
Bill Saal. 
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SCHOOL KIDS AS CRITICS 
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Jeff McCarthy on Int'l Roadshow 
For ‘Kid’; Into Pal, N. Y., 2-a-Day 


4 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Jeff McCarthy is expected out 
here to 0.0. the Goldwyn-Cantor pic- 
ture, ‘Kid from Spain,’ the end of 
this week, prior to an international 
roadshowing which McCarthy will 
probably handle both in America 
and abroad. 

McCarthy is the originator of the 
$2 twice-daily picture policy (‘Birth 
of a Nation’), and also handled~such 
films as ‘Way Down East,’ ‘Covered 
Wagon,’ ‘Big Parade’ and ‘Ben Hur.’ 





The opening of Radio City neces- 
sitating changes in the operation of 
RKO houses in the Times square 
area, the Palace, Broadway, reverts 
to two-a-day for roadshow films 
and revues. First two-a-day film at 
the Palace will be ‘Kid from Spain,’ 
the Sam Goldwyn-Eddie Cantor pic- 


ture to be scaled at $2 top. Film 
opens in mid-November, with six 
weeks scheduled at least. Following 


this, house may take on Radio’s 
‘King-Kong,’ which RKO figures 
may reach road show proportions. 

The Mayfair, on Broadway, will 
become second run instead of the 
present first-run poiicy, straight 
films. The new Roxy in Radio City 
will open as a combo house with 
first runs. 

Maybe Tabs at Pal 

Should a shortage of $2 pictures 
arise, RKO may spot tabs with pic- 
tures into the Palace. 

The Goldwyn film is the first 
United Artists picture to play an 
RKO house. Palace deal comes after 
Goldwyn and Warners had been ne- 
gotiating for some weeks to spot 
‘Kid’ into the WB Hollywood, on 
Broadway. 


NEW PRODUCING OUTFIT 
BRINGS IN FINANCIERS 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Three outside financial men, new 
to pictures, are being brought into 
the industry by Motion Picture In- 
vestment Corp., Ltd., which has ob- 
tained its California incorporation 
papers, and starts production at 
Tec-Art studio in two weeks. 

Newcomers are Howard F. Kings- 
ley banker and former president 
Kingsley-Miller, Chicago, manufac- 
turers of auto parts, who will be 
fiscal agent of the film organization; 
John T. Lund, president of U. S. 
Bond & Mortgage Co., of Seattle, 
treasurer; and Earl Holland of 
Johnson & Higgins, California in- 
surance company, secretary, 

Independent producers will be 
financed by the new company. 


Roxy Theatre Sues RKO 
Over Name; Add Luescher 


Injunction suit has been filed in 
Federal court by Roxy Theatres 
Corp. against RKO on the use of the 
Roxy name: for one of RKO’s the- 
atres in Radio City. Action is 
friendly and mostly to have the 
court determine whether the old 
Roxy can drop the Roxy name since 
house is in receivership, and thus 
under the official as well as tech- 
hical supervision of the court. 

In the meantime, Mark A. Lues- 
eher, who was attached to Roxy’s 
(Rothafel) R. C. publicity staff, has 
been taken on by the old Roxy for 
the p. a. job. He succeds A. P. 
Waxman. 

The present management of the 
Roxy, which is in the hands of the 
Fox Film Company, is ready to drop 
the name in favor of RKO’s using it. 
Objection, however, issued from 
other sources. 


Academy Dues Up a Buck 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Membership dues in the Acad- 
€my have been raised from $2.50 
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Food fer Thought 





Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Needing a new title for 
‘Topaze,’ Radio has attached 
notices to the lunchroom menus 
asking for suggestions and of- 
fering $100 for the one ac- 
cepted. 

Diners requested to phone 
the story department for. a 
synopsis. 


WB MGR. TAKES APPEAL 
FROM LIBEL VERDICT 


Syracuse, Oct... 10. 

Appeal was filed today by Perry 
B. Spencer, former manager of the 
Strand theatre here, from a verdict 
convicting him of criminal libel in 
his methods of advertising War- 
ners’ ‘Big Mouthpiece.’ 

Spencer was arrested on com- 
plaint of Mrs. Agnes Fallon Nash, 
widow of the late William J. Fal- 
lon and now wife of Dennis P. Nash 
Syracuse attorney. 

Verdict of guilty was ‘returned 
by a jury, Judge Yehle sentencing 
Spencer to a fine of $100 and sus- 
pending a jail sentence for 30 days 
providing the film is not shown in 
Syracuse again. 

Appeal is taken on exception and 
on the ground that the verdict was 
against the weight of evidence and 
the law. Senator Fearon and John 
Nash appear for the appellant. Dis- 
trict Attorney Martin, who prose- 
cuted the case, will oppose the ap- 
peal. 

Mrs. Nash’s charge was based on 
Spencer’s writing letters to Syra- 
cuse attorneys stating that the pic- 
ture was based upon the life and 
law practice of Fallon. 


Jolson at Rivoli 


The Al Jolson picture, to be re- 
leased as ‘Happy Go Lucky’ instead 
of ‘The New Yorker,’ comes into the 
Rivoli, N. Y., probably in Novem- 
ber or early December. 

It will precede ‘I Have Been 
Faithful, with Ronald Colman, 
which Sam Goldwyn does not want 
to release until around Christmas. 
This is the adaptation of ‘Cynara.’ 


50G Is Asking Price 
For ‘Clear All Wires’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

‘Clear All Wires,’ current Broad- 
way play, is being offered here for 
pictures for $50,000. Paramount 
was interested, but refused to make 
a deal at that price. 

Same studio also turned down 
John Howard Lawson's play, ‘Suc- 
cess Story.’ 


Amos ’n’ Andy to Open 
Radio City; NBC’s No. 1 


Amos ’n’ Andy will be among the 
opening attractions at Radio City, 
either at the music hall or the pic- 
ture house which will have stage 
presentations. 

Correll and Gosden (A&A), 
still NBC's No. 1 mass favorites. 


U AFTER ZEPPO’S YARN 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Zeppo Marx and Universal are 
dickering over the former's original 
yarn, ‘Muscle Bound.’ 
U wants the story as a Slim Sum- 
merville-Zasu Pitts feature, 
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State Righting ‘Mazie’ 
Hollywocd, Oct. 10. 
- On completing the cutting of 
‘Mazie’ next week, Dallas Fitzger- 
ald will leave for New York with a 





&® month to $3.50, as a means of tak- 
ing care of added activities in| 
connection with the producers’ | 
agreement. 

New dues still 
former high of $5. 


$1.50 below the 


print of the picture. Indie producer 
intends selling the film direct to | 
state righters. 

‘Mazie’ is the first 
plated series of six. 


of a contem- 
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10,000 TO REVIEW 
FILMS AS ESSAYS 


100 High Schools Launch 
Plan Nov. 1—Fostered by 
Nat’] Council of English 
Teachers — Theatres Co- 
Operate with Special 
Price for Students 


AIM IS ALL SCHOOLS 





Approximately 10,000 children in 
the English departments of high 
schools in about 100 cities and 
towns will become film critics on 
and after Nov. 1. 

Movement is national and is be- 
ing fostered by the National Coun- 
cil of Teachers of English in the 
U. S. The council has a member- 
ship of 60,000. 

If the project is successful, and 
the plan is to gain momentum until 
all high schools in the country are 
included, the deduction is that the 
next adult generation of film fans 
will exhibit a screen taste in accord 
with their diplomas as to the type 
of pictures they patronize. 

‘Motion picture appreciation’ is 
the English teachers’ term for this 
new addition to the department 
which they are endeavoring to de- 
velop. The teachers would have 
their students attend the picture 
house the same as a library for 
special out of class reading. 

Rated Best Idea 

Of the many approaches which 
schools have made toward films, and 
which the industry in turn has ex- 
tended toward the classroom, the 
critical idea being Jaunched next 
month is deemed to offer the best 
chance for sugcess by the teaching 
fraternity and the Hays organiza- 
tion. The move benefits the indus- 
try in that it hooks the classroom 
directly to the theatre. Its points 
for the school are numerous since 
it represents a saving in classroom 
film equipment and time. As the 
program now being effected pro- 
vides, no hours are lost in the 
classroom, The essay to be written 
on the picture selected will be done 
after a class discussion on the film, 
the pupils then doing their essays, 
or reviews, as home work. 

Many theatre owners throughout 
the country have agreed to intro- 
duce special admission scales for 
these student critics, according to 
the Hays office. In some instances 
exhibitors have even agreed to cut 
their scale as much as 50% for 
the students. Theatre owners’ 
angle here is that other members 
of the family might be along to 
pay the regular b. o. scale if the 
younger member has to see a desig- 
nated film. 


‘Cross’ $2 Dates? 


Cecil B. De Mille’s ‘Sign of the 
Cross’ may be roadshowed starting 
sometime in November, 

Par is preparing an _ elaborate 
press book on the picture, to be the 
largest gotten out by the company 
on any film. 


Bull Fight Scenes Off, 
U Shelves ‘Without Fear’ 


Universal City, Oct. 10. 

Unable to obtain permission to 
photograph bull fight sequences in 
Mexico City, Universal has aban- 
doned ‘Men Without Fear,’ indef- 
nitely. 

Tom Kilpatrick, who had filmed 
backgrounds in Spain, was sent to 
Mexico City to make the bull ring 
scene arrangements, but failed. 

















Kidding the Animals 
Hollywood, Oot, 10. 
Sol Lesser is doing a satire on 





African expedition pictures, Corey 
| Ford is scripting. 
Lesser has also bought Ford's 


‘Cocoanut Oi 


. 


Stocks Give Way Further; Picture 
Issues Revised Downward, Steel 
Report Disappoints Wall Street 





>, 7 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sales. High. Low. Last.chge. 
400 Col., Pic... 9% 9% 9%— % 
400 Con. Film. 3% 3% 3%— % 
1,100 Dopf.... 7% TT T™%-—%*% 
5,500 East. K... 49% 46 46% —2% 
2,800 Fox ....:. 2% 2 2%—% 
8,700 Loew ..... 27% 25 25% —1% 
700) «=Do pf.... 76% THK TH%M—1% 
123,100 Par .cccce 3% 3% 3%-— % 
500 Pathe .... % de %—% 
400 Pathe A... 2% 2% 2%—% 
42,700 RCA ..cce 7 5% 5% — % 
2,200. REO. ..cee 4 3'e 3% — % 
Dee We « . Bev eens 2% 1% 1% — %& 
’ BONDS 

$3,000 Gen. Thr.. 3% 3 3 -—-%*% 
2,000 Keith .... 40% 40% 40% — % 
7.000 Loew ..... 86 85% 86 + % 

1,000 Par-P-L .. 22 22 22 —4 
8,000 Par-Pub .. 22 20% °20% —1% 

3,000 Pathe .... 68 68 68 -—2 
1,000 W. Bice ss 27% 27% 27%— % 

CURB 

2,400 Tech ..... 3% 3 38%—% 











CONN. JUDGE RULES FOR 
EXHIB IN SUIT BY U 


New Haven, Oct. 10. 


Judge W. M. Pickett, Common 
Pleas Court, declared the standard 
exhibition contract between dis- 
tributors and theatre owners was a 
violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Act and entered judgment in favor 
of Middlesex theatre, Middletown, 
against Universal. 

The U exchange nad sued for al- 
leged breach of contract to take a 
number of films at a certain price. 
Middlesex theatre refused to take 
the full number of film and refused 
to pay for other films already used. 

Suit by Majestic theatre, Hart- 
ford, for $1,000,000, against the New 
Haven Film Board of Trade got 
under way last week. Suit is for 
alleged conspiracy in restraint of 
trade. Additional defendants in- 
clude United Artists, Fox and WB. 

Evidence was introduced to show 
that exhibitors who defaulted in any 
of their contracts were required to 
make a cash deposit to secure fur- 
ther films, ’ 


2 0. K. Sundays 


Qunicy, Ill., Oct. 10. 
Washington and Fairfield, Iowa, 
voted Sunday amusements. 
Both cities won out by decisive 
majorities, 














‘Rax’ Too Much Slapstick, 


Sheehan Orders Remakes 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


After seeing the first cut on 
‘Rackety Rax,’ satirical gangster- 
football yarn, Winnie Sheehan de- 
cided it was too much slapstick, 
and has ordered portions of it re- 
made. 

Picture, in production for four 
weeks, has just been completed. 
Remakes will take about 10 days. 





BOLESLAVSKY’S THREE 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Richard Boleslavsky will make 
three pictures for I. E. Chadwick. 
Monogram will release. 

First is ‘Black Beauty,’ which he 
will start on the finish of ‘Raspu- 
tin,’ which he is directing at Metro. 
Horse classic, which will be a Mon- 
ogram special, is being adapted by 
Charles Logue. 





ROCK’S JAVA FILM 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Joe Rock has taken an office at 
Metropolitan and is cutting a trav- 
elog he made in Java, Picture is 
not yet sold, 
Film was made 





China, where he 
make a travelog for 
Sino-Japanese war, among 
things, halted the U production. 


Universal 


other 


after Rock left | 
had attempted to} 


rett 
jp tor 





By AL GREASON 


The stock market suffered another 
relapse yesterday (Mon.) all impor- 
tant issues going to new low prices 
on the movement. Amusement shares 
were weak with the rest, Most im- 
portant price change being the 
slump of Loew's to 25, near which it 
closed for a loss of more than a 
point. 
Turnover on the decline increased. 
Prices held steady to firm during 
the morning, total sales for the two 
hours to 12 o'clock being only 600,- 
000 shares. Traders were waiting 
the U. S. steel tonnage report, due 
at noon. When it came out, show- 
ing gain in the backlog of only 
15,500 tons, selling started, mildly 
at first, but gaining in momentum 
as the afternoon wore on. 

Predictions for the Steel report 
ranged all the way from 50,000 to 
100,000 tons increase, and it was this 
disappointment that brought on the 
renewed weakness. Turnover for 
the last hour was more than 800,000 
shares, or equivalent of nearly 5,- 
000,000 shares for a five-hour ses- 
sion. It was during the active hours 
that the retreat was most emphatic. 

RKO on small volume broke 
through 4 in sympathy with RCA 
which penetrated the 6 level. War- 
ners went below 2. Paramount was 
in plentiful supply and eased to 
around 3, but it was in the rail 
shares that the losses were extreme, 
Jnion Pacific losing around 8 and 
Atchison around 5. Telephone broke 
through the century, closing on a 
mild last minute rally at par and 
a half, off nearly 3 on the day. 

Par. bonds sank further, but the 
others did fairly well in quiet trad- 
ing. 

Cotton and wheat went down, 
wheat going to new lows. 

At Critical Level 

Essence of security situation .as 
_the market week closed Saturday, 
was that the price level had almost 
exactly reached its so-called ‘criti- 
cal level’—that point where it would 
have cancelled just half the gain of 
the August-September run-up. 
From then on the question became 
whether it would rally on suppert 
or break through on the down side. 

The latter eventuality would be 
regarded as a signal for much lower 
prices ordinarily, while a recovery 
would revive the feeling that last 
summer’s bottom was the  per- 
manent low of the depression and 

(Continued on page 33) 


WILCHINSKI, REUD, 
GRISWOLD AT R. C. 


Martha Wilchinski and Bob Reud 
will split the advertising and pub- 
licity work on Radio City between 
them, under supervision of Bob 
Sisk, head of RKO’s advertising and 
publicity. Reud will do the a. and 
p. on the music hall. Miss Wilchin- 
ski will handle the a. and p. on the 
new Roxy. 

Reud is a former legit p. a. Miss 
Wilchinski was formerly with the 
old Roxy under S. L. Rothafel. 

The new Roxy theatre in Radio 
City will have Charles Griswold as 
house manager, He, formerly, was 
with old Roxy. 


JOHN ON U MUSICAL 
Hollywood, Oct. 106. 
Graham John goes to Universal 
for work on a musical picture book. 
Nothing is definite for the pro- 
duction, with everything depending 
on what John turns in, 


BAMFORD BETTER 
Asheville, N. C., Oct. 10. 
Carl Bamford, of Publix-Bamford 
Theatres, seriously ill the past two 
months, is now reported greatly ime 
proved. 





























SMITH ON ‘GIANT SWINQ’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Hall Smith replaces Gare 

idapting ‘Giant Swing’ 


Walton 
Fort in 
Fox. 
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8 VARIETY 
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Tuesday, October 11, 1932 
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ar, Only L. A. Stage Spot Now, 
$24.000 with ‘Venus; State, on 
St. Film, $17,000 Playing ‘Hote!’ 


—_— + 
Los Angeles, Oct. 10 
weather helped 


mee Rect eha wihexcer” | KONGO” $5,500 WEAK, 
BUT INDPLS. BETTERS 


houses 
tion of Loew's State. 
Paramount looks as 

will run away from the local field 

this week with ‘Blonde Venus’ and 

a strong stage show. Elimination Indianapolis, Oct. 10. 

Business should pick up with bet- 

ter show weather. Last week some 

spots dropped a bit, but they an- 

ticipate better things this week. 

‘Phantom President,’ at the Circle, 





though it 


of F-M units from the State leaves 
an edge for the Par which, with 
previews thrown in, should give the 
house an easy $24,000. 

State, switching to straight sound 


with ‘Grand Hotel,’ will see not 

more than $18,000, much less than is eee to be one of the high 
nticipated despite its run at the | SPots. 7 

ya F Cornelia Otis Skinner is at Eng- 


lish’s for two days. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 


Chinese closed its doors on the 
completion of the fourth week of 
‘Rain’ Thursday (6) with take for 


final eight days reaching less than 35-50) ‘Hold 'Em Jail’ (Radio). 
$12,000. House in red on the en-| spould do around $4,000. Last week 
ecu tes for This Week ‘Divorcement’ (Radio) near _ that 
FES — ng ee es aoe, 55-$1 65) romeo = is better than usual 
i as ath. | for this spot. 
ao Baca — og ig onvirele (Skouras- Publix) (2,600; 
final eight days. House remains 26-35-56) ‘Phantom President’ (Par). 
dark until middle of November. Drawing consistently and may get 
Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70), $11,000, good. Durante setting bill- 
‘Last Mile (W-W) and vaude. ing over Cohan. Last week ‘Movie 
good $10,000. Last week ‘Blessed | CT82y (Par) dropped to around 


$9,000, but rain may have hurt. 

Indiana... (Skouras-Publix) (3,300; 
25-35-55) ‘Life Begins’ (WB). Do- 
ing nicely and should be near $10,- 
000. Last week ‘Tiger Shark’ (WB), 
despite extra exploitation, only $8,- 
200. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2,800; 25- 
35-50) ‘Kongo’ (M-G). Expects $5,- 
500. Last week ‘Troubles’ (M-G) 
fair at $6,600. 

Lyric (Fourth Ave.) (2,600; 25- 
35-50) ‘Wiid Girl’ (Fox) and vaude. 
Nice $10,000 because this is a vaude 
town. Last week ‘Passport’ (Fox) 
in first week of resumed vaude also 


Event’ (WB) healthy, doing a little 
better than $12,300. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-75), 
‘Successful Calamity’ (WB). Should 
come in with around very big $17,- 
000. Last week ‘Tiger Shark’ (WB), 
second week, bowed out around $12,- 
000, okay. 

Paramount (Publix) (3,595; 35- 
$1.10), ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) and 
stage show. Dietrich b. o. around 
here so it looks like an easy $24,000. 
Last week ‘Phantom President’ 
(Par) did not hold as well as ex- 
pected but managed to garner $16,- 





700. 
RKO (2.950: 25-55), ‘All Ameri- | $10,000. 
ean’ (U). Football crowd will 


bring income around smart $9,800. 
Last week ‘Back Street’ (U) most 
satisfactory with $12,000 even. 
State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-65), 
“Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Matinees 
okay but nights, under new scale 
and policy, a little tough, which 
will put damper on take. Around 


fair $18,000. Last week ‘Hat Check “wee 
Girl (Fox) with ‘Whoopee’ as stage Biggest interest of current week 


balance ran smart pace to $19,000,|18 the Rialto-Keith fight, both 
very good. houses presenting football pictures. 


* Between them they've circused the 
Cohan and Dowling, ? town from every angle, Rialto even 
Native Sons, in Prov. 


going so far as to give a two-for- 
Doing $8,000-$10,000 


GRID FILMS FAIL TO 
STIR DESPITE SPLURGE 


Washington, Oct. 10. 








one in a special student price. But 
with all this neither is doing so 
hot. In fact, both houses are con- 
vinced Washington doesn’t want 
football pictures. At the Rialto it’s 





Providence, Oct. 10. 


More red ink this stanza. Only|‘All! American, and Keith's has 
two spots in town that expect to do | ‘That’s My Boy.’ 
anything are the Albee and Fay’s, Cohan-Durante opus, ‘Phantom 


both vaude houses. 

‘Phantom President,’ at the Par- 
amount, looks like the best thing in 
town in the straight picture class, 
but takings are disappointing, con- 
sidering that Cohan was born in this 


President,’ at the Met, is attracting 
business, and ‘Smilin’ Through’ at 
the Palace, as expected, is the real 
money getter of the week. 





town. Worst grosser looks like Estimates for This Week 
‘Kongo’ at Loew’s, panned by the} Columbia (Loew) (1,232; 15-25- 
press. 35-40)—Escapade’ (ist Div). Still | 


Stage opposish includes Lillian 


|playing westerns and doing enough 





Gish in ‘Camille’ at the Carlton and |\to pay expenses, $1,200. Last week 
wheel burlesque at the Modern. ‘Gold’ got $1,400. 
Estimates for This Week E r (9494+ O95 
s , ‘. oe arle (Warner) (2,424; 25-35-50- 
RKO Albee (2,300; 15-55-66 )—‘Di- |70)—‘June 13’ (Par) and vaude. 


vorcement’ (Radio) and vaude. Ed- | Seems headed for light $14,600. Last 
die Dowling headlining. Combo | week ‘Crooner’ (FN) and Will Ma- 
drawing nicely, with Dowling a na- honey on stage did fairly well, but 
tive son, but fans talking about the | not up to expectations, $16,500. . 


picture. Neat gross of $10,000 in Se a 

prospect. Last week ‘Lifetime’ «uy | Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-60)— 

$7,000, mild. | ‘Wild Girl (Fox) and vaude. Jack 
Fay’s (2,000; 15-55)—‘Crooked | Denny band and total of fair $20,000 


Circle’ and vaude, with ‘The Rollick- jin offing. Last week ‘Troubles’ (M- 
ers,’ radio quintet, heading. Another | G) and Morton Downey, in person, 
swell gross at $7,000. Last week | eased off but finished all right at 
‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox), with Harry | $24,000. 
Burbig on stage, $7,200. | Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 15-25-35- 
Loew’s State (3,700; 15-55)—‘Kon- | 50)—‘That’s My Boy’ (Col). Fight- 
go’ (M-G). Getting terrific panning; |ing it out with Rialto, also with 
one critic wrote more about ‘Silly | football picture. This house pulling 
Symphony’ than about the feature, its picture tomorrow (Tuesday) and 
and word-of-mouth isn’t helping. | bringing in ‘Phantom of Crestwood’ 
House doesn't expect to corral $7,-|two days early. ‘Boy’ ’way off but 





000, ’way off. Last week ‘Smilin’| with anticipations high on _ the 
Thru’ (M-G) a swell $17,300. broadcast build-up on ‘Phantom,’ 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-55)—/ house expects to pull through week 
‘Life Begins’ (WB) and ‘Parisian | at least on profit side at $7,000. Last 
Romance.’ Not up to usual twin bill| week ‘Divorcement’ (Radio) on} 
this spot has been showing. Conse-| nine-day run ran up excellent 
quentiy looks had at $6,000. Last} $15,500. 
week “The Crash’ (FN) and ‘Tiger| Met (Warner) (1,583; 25-38-50-70) 
Shark’ (FN), also off at $6,500. |‘Phantom President’ (Par). Spent 
Paramount (2,200; 15-55)—‘Phan-/ plenty on this one and doing busi- 


tom President’ (Par). Opening sort ness. Final count should be $12,000. 
of disappointing, as had figured on| Last week Arliss in ‘Successful Ca- 
doing plenty on strength of Cohan’s|lamity’ came through with $11,000, 
affiliations in this town, another|under preceding pictures of this 
home town boy. Moving okay, how- | star 
ever, and house seems headed for at Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-50-70)— 
least $8,000. Last week ‘Blonde! ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). With 
Venus’ (Par), $7,900. highest scale in town will top $29,- 
RKO Victory § (1.600; 15-55)— | 000, real business with straight pic- 
*Hearts of Humanity’ (Majestic) and tures. Last week ‘Kongo’ finished 
‘Isle of Paradise’ (Pollock). Noth- | at $9,000, ’way down for this house. 
ing impressive here and fortunate| Rialto (U) (1,853; 25-35-50)—'All 
if $1,500. Last week's ‘Phantom Ex- | .\merican’ (U) Spent a barrel of 
press’ (Majestic), ‘Hold im ‘ “"‘), 23 did the RKO house, and, 
(Radio) -7d Sehmelne-VWalver f° co house, not so good. 
pictus “sponsible for build-up % n> fetes §6ESt WRER, second Of 


big $4,500. )‘ Back Street’ (U), got $8,000. 


exploitation job, however, has helped 


"HAM FOOTBALL NUTS 


| ‘All-American’ Between 2 Big Games 
for Sock $7,000 at Ritz 





| 
| Birmingham, Oct. 10. 

Pusiness is down again after eight 
pretty weeks. Town agog over foot- 
ball, and big game last Saturday 
|and another one this week, and 
| both helping business in a way. 
So everything this week looks ‘All- 
American’ at the Ritz. 

Estimates for This Week 


Alabama (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
25-35-40) — ‘Phantom President’ 
(Par). Natives down here never 
heard of Cohan. Will get around 
poor $8,000 and on Durante. Last 
week ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) only $8,- 





500. 
Ritz (RKO) (1,600; 25-40)—‘All- 
American’ (U). Picture booked in 


here at right time, between two big 
games of year all in one week. Will 
get $7,000, great. Last week ‘Dan- 
gerous Game’ (Radio) pulled after 
three days and ‘Okay America’ (U) 
replaced for week of $4,000. 

Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25-40)— 
‘Purchase Price’ (WB). Safe for 
$3,600. Last week ‘Love Is a Racket’ 
(FN), $3,200. 

Galax (BTAC) (500; 15-25)— 
‘Kongo’ (M-G). Safe gamble for 
$850. Last week ‘Heritage of Desert’ 
(Par) about same, 

Strand (BTAC) (800; 20-30)— 
‘Rich Always With Us’ (FN). Ruth 
Chatterton fans will push this one 
to $1,500. Last week ‘Unashamed’ 
(M-G) $1,300. 


Minn. Worried as 





Good Pictures, Cold Weather Boom + 
Paris Grosses, Smash at Olympia 


Paris, Oct. 1. 

Grosses are decidedly on the up- 
grade, and it is difficult to ascertain 
whether it is due to good films or 
colder weather. Salient fact is that 
under the new Natan regime, with 
Natan’'s ‘Gaietes de l'Escadron,’ the 
Olympia has more than doubled its 
usual business, has created for it- 
self a new high, and for the first 
time in its history has outgrossed 
the Paramount for the week, with 
both houses having the same num- 
ber of seats. 

Figure of $30,000 for the Olympia 
compare with the eighth week of 
Chevalier’s ‘Love Parade’ with sim- 
ilar figures; also with ‘Requisitoire,’ 
with Marcelle Chantal at the Para- 
mount doing $30,300 in February, 
1931. ‘Marius’ at Paramount did 
$35,000, and Chevalier’s ‘Love Pa- 
rade’ first week at Par had peaked : 
$43,000. : 

Though a good many dubved films i 
are shown, and the number of 
dubbed films ready for release is an- 
noying local indies who can get no 
dates until April, the craze for dub- 
bing—unless for exceptional films— 
is decreasing, and original versions 
with sub-titles are getting the favor 
of the public. 

Estimates Week Sept. 25 

Colisee (Haik) (650) ‘Vignes du 
Seigneur’ (Haik). First week $4,600. 
Boucher’s starring a sure bet in 
France. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900) ‘Pas- 
sionement’ (Par). First week $23,700. 
One of the ordinary Paramount op- 
erettas. Quite good for a normal 





NEWARK IS PEPLESS, 
$11,000 OK FOR ARLISS 


Newark, Oct. 10. 

Nothing sensational this week 
due to warm week-end and Jewish 
holidays. After tremendous business 
last week ‘Grand Hotel’ is holding 
over at Loew's, a house which 
avoids holdovers when possible. 

The Shubert, witk indie films and 
vaude on a split, is not doing much 
despite its being only house to play 
vaude now. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65)—‘Successful Calamity’ 
(WB). Arliss not as popular down- 
town as in the nabes, but should 
come near a nice $11,000. Last week 
‘Tiger Shark’ (WB) fine at $12,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-50) 
—June 12’ (Par) and ‘Painted 
Woman’ (Fox). May not reach but 
will be near $5,000. Last week ‘Big 
City Blues’ (WB) and ‘Last Mile’ 
(W-W) fine at $5,500. 

Little (Cinema) (299; 50)—‘Isle of 
Paradise’ (Pollack) and ‘Latin Love’ 
(Syndicate). Taking a second week 
and hoping for a third. Maybe $1,- 
600. Last week grand at $2,100. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 15-20-25-30- 
40-55-65)—Grand Hotel’ (M-G).’ 
Still running six shows on second 
week and should get a nifty $12,000. 
Last week picked up on end of week 
to glorious $18,000. 

Mosque (WB) (3,281; 15-20-25-30,- 





ee nena 








Grosses Dwindle, | 
‘Prez’ but $10,500 


Minneapolis, Oct. 10. 
After a couple of months of com- 
parative prosperity, business again 
has started skidding and there's 
plenty of alarm within local thea- 


trical circles. Fears are over the 
winter. 

When such pictures as ‘Movie 
Crazy’ and ‘Phantom President’ are 
unable to register respectable 
grosses in the face of the elimina- 
tion of some 6,000 loop seats, Min- 
nesota and Century being dark, it’s 
deemed cause for ‘trepidation here. 
In the Twin Citfes, with their 
combined population of around 700,- 
000, there’s a single stage show at 
present—at the local Orpheum. 
Pola Negri, in person at this house, 
is the only big leop card of the 
current week, and she’s not so hot 
as a magnet locally, either. A great 


to build and the Orpheum easily 

will lead the field again. 

Critics and customers are raving 

about ‘Phantom President’ at the 

State, but its b. 0. accomplishments 

are leaving plenty to be desired. 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 55) 
‘Sporting Age’ (Col) and vaude. 
Pola Negri in person. Fine exploita- 
tion job but Miss Negri doesn’t 
mean so much to local fans any 
more. Looks like about $10,500, thin. 
Last week ‘Most Dangerous Game’ 
(Radio) $11,000. 

State (Publix) (2,200: 55) ‘Phan- 
tom President’ (Par). Picture a big 
hit with critics but Cohan no box- 
office name for Minneapolis. Helped 
by word-of-mouth praise, may build. 
House hurt by policy of moving 
most of its attractions directly to 
nabes too soon at lower admissions. 
May need stage shows to hold its 


35-40-55)—‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) | program, 

and ‘Paradise’ (Radio). Great bill| Olympia (Haik) (1,900) ‘Gaietes de 
of second runs for opening, but|!Escadron’ (Natan). First week 
‘Paradise’ has run two weeks down-/| nearly $30,000 and the biggest 


smash Olympia‘ever had. 

Madeleine (Metro) (700) ‘Tarzan’, 
Fourth week $4,200. Quite nice and 
evidencing that a story with produc- 
tion dubbed, is more likely to click 
than a strictly social yarn. 

Marivaux (Natan) (1,200) ‘Kadet- 
ten’ (UFA). Second week $4,000, 
Quite nice for the house, and shows 
how easily the French accept Ger- 
manization if subtly presented. 

Imperial (Natan) ‘Murder’ (UFA). 
Third week $2,000. A revival, and 
doing quite well for Natan’s B Bou- 
levard house. . 

Aubert Palace (G.F.F.A.) ‘Bidon 
a’Or (G.F.F.A.). Second week $1,- 
900. Rainy weather drives them in 
on a spot where loungers drop in. 

Folies Dramatiques (1,200) (In- 


town. Probably weak at $4,500. 

Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
20-25-30-40-55-66)—‘Phantom Pres- 
ident’ (Par). Getting so no one 
knows the opening date. This one 
went in Wednesday. Maybe $9,500, 
fairly good. Last week ‘President’ 
and ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par), the lat- 
ter having started the previous 
Tuesday, totaled mild $7,800. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 15-20-25- 
30-40-55-65)—‘Divorcem -.’ (Radio). 
Too high-class and will have intake 
of not much more than $9,000. Last 
week ‘Hell's Highway’ (Radio) not 
so hot at $8,000. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-20- 
25-30-40-55)—‘Chandu’ (Fox). Not 
likely to draw much. About $6,500. 





Last week ‘Down to Earth’ (Fox) ; 

and Schmeling-Walker fight dis- | ie). Broken week between ‘Amour 

appointed with $5,400 on six days. En Vitesse’ and ‘Marche Au Soleil 

sad : ; (German made) $2,500. Nudist idea 
boosting figures with a very special 

° patronage. 

Paralysis Ban Off Moulin Rouge (Natan) (2,200) 

‘Hotel des Etudiants’ (Osso). First 


week $4,900. Expected better, but 
production too disjointed. Stage 
show helping. 

Gaumont Palace (G.F.F.A.) (6,- 
000) ‘Si Tu Veux’ (G.F.F.A.). First 
week $16,800. All credit goes to 
stage show and weather. Film weak. 

Miracles (Bailby) (700) ‘Atlantide’ 
(Nero) 13th week. $3,500. House 
lucky it has not got to pay for its 
advertising, which juggles the figure, 


Par, B’klyn, Only One 


In Philly and Biz 
Ups, Fox $20,000 


Philadelphia, Oct. 10. 

With the Mastbaum’'s opening 
now set for this Friday (14), and 
certain to have a decided effect on 
the weekly grosses of three or four 
other houses west of Broad Street, 
current week’s grosses should be 
about average with one or two 
houses promising fairly substantial 











gains. “ U 3 000 
The Fox, for example, expects Holding p—$4 ’ 

around $20,000, and might, with a a 

break, beat that figure. ‘Wild Girl 

is the feature, with Mme. Schu- Brooklyn, Oct. 10. 





Balmy weather and Jewish holi- 
day hurt Sunday. 

Paramount only deluxer showing 
strength with Chevalier picture and 
tab version of ‘Fifty Million 
Frenchmen.’ , ; 


mann-Heink as an extra added. 
Lifting of the infantile paralysis 
ban figures as a general aid. 
‘Phantom President’ opened at the 
Stanley with one of the biggest ex- 
ploitation and ad campaigns of the 





own. Around $10,500 indicated, fair. 
Last week ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) $10,- | 
100, disappointing. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 35) 
13th’ (Par). Good picture for house | 
and May top $6,500, very good. Last 
week ‘Congorilla’ (Fox) $4,900, nice. 


‘June | 








Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35) ‘Down | 


-35-40-59-6 
| to Earth’ (Fox), second loop run, Boyd (2,400; 35-55-75) — ‘Back|, Fox s $.089; ao Os pee p oh 
land ‘Race Track’ (Tiff ag Pres. U Held aie weele Chandu’ (Fox) and stage show. 
: iff.), split.| Street’ (U). e sec “=n | Just so-so. May get $15,000 which 


|Maybe $2,000, fair. Last week 
‘Horse Feathers’ (Par), second loop 
run remained all week, $2,400, good. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 25) ‘Roar of 
Dragon’ (Radio), ‘Winner Take All’ 
(WB) and ‘Skyscraper Souls’ (M-G) 
split. -Second loop runs. Should 
get about $900, fair. Last week ‘Fast 
; Companions’ (U), first loop run. 
|‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN), second run, 
and ‘Red Headed Woman’ (M-G), 
| third run, split, $1,400, good. 


Indie Scriptist, Arthur 
Hoerl, Turns Producer 


Arthur Hoerl, prolific indie script 
| writer, has turned producer. His 
picture, for which he wrote the yarn 
and is directing, titled ‘Big Town,’ 
|is nearing completion in an eastern 
,indie studio, under Screen Craft 
Productions, Inc., credit line. 

Hoerl has written over 200 origi- 
|nals for the indie market and col- 


jlaborated on as many more. 


| 


lwhich should mean around $11,500. | 


Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,200; 25-35-50-75- 
85), ‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par) and 
‘Fifty Million Frenchmen’ on stage. 
Looks like a good $43,000. Succes- 
sion of good pictures bringing house 
back to old momentum. ‘Phantom 
President’ swell last week at $45,100, 


season. A $17,300 is indicated here 
which would mean a second week. 
‘Back Street,’ though breaking no 
records at the Boyd, held for a sec- 
ond week. probably because the next 
attruction, ‘Life Begins,’ not avyaii- 
atle until the 14th. 
Estimates for This Week 


is better than usual. Large ads may 
|}indicate house is getting ready for 
a needed splurge. Hanff-Metzger, 
former Par agency, handling adver- 
tising with Ed Rosenwald, formerly 


| Last week, $15,500, oke. 

Arcadia (600; 30-40-55)—-‘Guilty 
|as Hell’ (Par). No more than $2,200 
| forecast. Last week ‘Speak Easily’ 





poy business, $3,500 in| o¢ Par, sitting in on theatre meet- 
we Sere = : : ings. Last week ‘Crooked Circle’ 
Earle (2,000; 35-40-66) — ‘Okay | brutal at $9,000. tia 

| America’ (U) and vaude. A good | Met (Loew) (3,500; 25-35-50-65), 


| $17,000 possible. Last week ‘Divorce | hownstairs’ (M-G) and vaude. Ter- 
in Family’ (M-G) fair at $15,000. | rific stage fare with Lou Holtz, 
Stanley (3,700; 35-55-75)-- Phan- | June Knight, Frances Williams and 
i'tom President’ (Par). Great exploi- | pyke Ellington band, but dis- 
tation and publicity. Expects $18,- | appointing at $25,000. " Last week 
|000. Last week ‘Tiger Shark’ (FN). | Troubles’ (M-G) with Lilyan Tash- 
$17,00C in 7 days. rr - man, Benny Rubin and _ Sophie 
, Stanton (1,700; 35-40-55)—‘June | Tucker on stage good at $35,000. 
113th’ (Par). Fairly good week indi- Albee (3,000; 25-35-50-75-85), 
cated between $8,500 and $9,000. Last |}‘Vanity Street’ (Col) and vaude. 
|; week ‘Crusoe’ (UA) $9,500 in nine| Stage show responsible for what- 





|days, disappointing. as _ |ever draw there is but looks dis- 
| Karlton (1,000; 30-40-55)—-Big | couraging at $19,000. Last week ex- 
City Blues’ (WB). First-run for a| cellent with ‘Divorcement’ (Radio), 
lchange, and $3,800. Last week | $27,000. 

‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G) $5,000, all right. Strand (2.500: 25-35-50). ‘Suc- 
| Fox (3,000; 35-40-75)—‘Wild Girl’ | cessful Calamity’ (WB). Indifferent 
\(Fox) and stage show. Likely to hit|at $12,000. Some carriage trade 


with Arliss. Last and second week 
of ‘Life Begins’ (FN) good at $17,500. 


$20,000. Last week ‘13th Guest’ 


'(Mon) only $17,000. 
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7 Loop Wondering If Double Feature 
End Will Help Downtown; All-Stag 


Audience for 


President,” $2000 








Chicago, Oct. 10. 
‘Another so-so week in sight for 
the loop. Business is clinging to the 
lower levels rather than otherwise. 
‘Phantom President,’ at United Art- 
jets, is drawing an all-stag audi- 
ence while ‘Grand Hotel’ is doing 
strong matinee and only fair night 
trade. That, however, is a state- 


ment that generally applies to all 
Joop houses since conditions took 
the plunge. Those cheap afternoon 
prices tell the tale. 

Against this evidence that bar- 
gains are noted and patronized, the 
State-Lake next week raises from 
55 to 75 cents top. While the qual- 
ity of the bills go up, too, the new 
policy at this time is deemed dar- 
ing. 

Whether downtown Chicago will 
ultimately benefit from the dropping 
of double features cannot be stated 
this early. True to agreement, all 
circuits, and practically every indie 
house, returned to single features 
last Monday. At the same time 20 
cents was practically pegged 
throughout the city as the minimum 
admission price. Little doubt that 
ultimately the industry will bene- 
fit by these moves, although for the 
time being there may be disloca- 
tions. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicag> (B&K) (3,940; 40-65-83) 
—‘Cabin in Cotton’ (FN) and stage 
show. Slow pace suggests $30,000 
or lower. House in a slump. More 
emphasis upon ‘tone and distinc- 
tion’ in operation contemplated. 
Last week ‘One Way Passage’ 
(WB) around $32,000. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 35-55- 
715)—Grand Hotel’ (M-G) (2nd 
week). Should mean around $20,000. 
First week $34,600. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 40-65-83) 
—‘Tiger Shark’ (WB) and stage 
show. Ben Turpin-Walter Hires- 
Snub Pollard in F&M unit. Will see 
red at $18,000. ‘Blonde Venus’ 
(Par), holdover, worth around $20,- 
000 last week. 

Palzce (B&K) (2,533; 40-65-83)— 
*All-American’ .(U) and _ vaude. 
Timely attraction should give Pal- 
ace $20,000. Last week ‘Last Man’ 
(Col) plus Olsen and Johnson 
around $25,000, good, but under for- 
mer Olsen-Johnson grosses. 

State-Lake (RKO) (2,756; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Sporting Age’ (Col) and 
vaude, Last week of the 55 cent 
policy. Headliners every week from 
now on. House has been doing 
poorly. Anticipates $12,000. About 
the same last week for ‘Crooked 
Circle’ (W-W). 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 35- 
65-75)—‘Phantom President’ (Par). 
Will coffer around $20,000 on open- 
ing week. Okay, but not as big as 
expected. Women dodging the title 
here. ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) scrammed 
with $7,000 for final five days. 


Fair $10,000 for ‘Cabin’ 
As Portland Worries 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 10. 

Biz is generally off at all houses. 
Attributed here to warm weather, 
opening of schools, nite baseball 
and iocal reaction after recent 
American Legion convention. Ex- 
Ploitation methods being overhauled 
and revamped to meet a situation of 
b.o. anemia which the usual hypos 
won't cure. Main concern is that 
strong pictures are not getting as 
much extra biz over the program 
variety as they should. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Fox-Parker) (3,000; 
25-60)—‘Cabin in Cotton’ (FN) with 
F-M unit. Hitting a fair average, 
$10,000. Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ 
(Par) did nicely at $11,500. 

Broadway (Fox-Parker) (2,000; 
25-55)—‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). Show- 
ing improvement over’ recent poor 








weeks for a fair $7,000. Last week 
Skyseraper Souls’ (M-G) bad at 
$3,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Divorcement’ (Radio). A mild $4,- 
500. Last week ‘Dangerous Game’ 
(Rad'o), $3,400, poor. 

United Artists (Fox-Parker) (1,- 


000:25-35) — ‘Phantom President’ 
(Par). Keeping biz up to good level 
on $5,000. Last week ‘Heritage of 
Desert’ (Par), $4,000. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Biessed Event’ (WB). Should 
close nicely around $4,000. Last 


week “Cuiver’ (U) poorly for $3,000. 
Rialto (Gamble) (1,500; 25-50)— 
Explovers of World’ (Raspin). Get- 
ting iesults which raised admish 


and Will finish a strong week around 
$5,000. Last week ‘While Paris 
Sleeps (lox), $2,800 at 25 cent ad- 
mish. 


NEW HAVEN FAIR 


Credited for Sherman's 
Prospective $5,200 


New Haven, Oct, 10. 
Town is pepping up its advertis- 
ing campaigns with 24-sheets, three- 
sheets and window cards more nu- 
merous than in past six months. 
Poli is bringing tab ‘Frenchmen’ 
in week of Oct. 14, first stage show 
in months. House reported return- 
ing to straight sound following 
week, with occasional bookings of 
tabs but not as weekly policy. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 40-60) 


‘Shark’ 





—Phantom President’ (Par) and 
unit okay, $11,000. Last week) 
‘Venus’ (Par), good, $2,300. 

Poli (Arthur) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). As a sin- 
gle feature will probably get an 
okay $7,000. Last week ‘Lifetime’ 
(U) and ‘Hat Check’ (Fox), fair at 
$6,300. 

Reger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—Tiger Shark’ (WB) and ‘13 
Women’ (Radio). Indicates satis- 
factory $5,200, with ‘Shark’ credited. 
Last week ‘Two Against World’ 
(WB) and ‘Age of Consent’ (Radio) 
mild at $4,800. 

College (Arthur) (1,565; 30-40)— 
‘Sporting Age’ and vaude. Looks 
like okay $4,500. Last week 
‘Troubles’ (M-G) $4,700, nice at 
these prices. 


ee) 


‘Divorcement’ $15,000 
Leading Frisco Biz; 
Fox Nears Its Low 


Saa Francisco, Oct. 10. 

Price slashing and house closing 
are the by-words now with the de- 
luxe Fox darkening Oct. 20 and ad- 
missions being lowered at _ the 
United Artists and Fox Paramount. 
Others probably will follow suit on 
prices soon. 

Plans by RKO to reopen the Or- 
pheum are still in abeyance pend- 


ing final negotiations due Tuesday 
(11) between circuit execs and mu- 
sicians’ union over a difference of 
two men. May be around end of 
October before house opens. A low 
price will be installed with tab 
shows and films. 

Except for near low of $19,000 on 
‘Kongo,’ this will be a fair week. 
RKO has gone Barnum at the 
Golden Gate, paintin~ the front 
sidewalk yellow and white and 
planting lobby cards ’way out to the 
curb on ‘Bill of Divorcement.’ Er- 
langer’'s Columbia temporarily de- 
serts legit, going celluloid for a 
week of ‘Explorers of the World.’ 
It’s unreeling four times daily at 
city’s highest price, 83 cents nights 
and 55 cents mats. Biz off. 

Estimates for This Week 

Columbia (Erlanger) (1,700; 565- 
83), ‘Explorers of World’ (Raspin). 
Merely keeping house open. Poor 











Lincoln Uses 2 Versions 
Of ‘Congress’ for $1,800 


Lincoln, Oct. 10. 
Biz looks better currently. Foot- 
ball weekends at the college help 
but won't this week with team out 
of town. 
Stuart will have no fight at all to 
hold top with ‘Phantom President.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Lincoln (Publix) (1,600; 10-30-40) 


ROSSE 
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Hat Check’ and Downstairs Off : 


At $40,000; ‘Prez’ $55,000 at Par, 
Shark’ 226, Both H.O. and OK. 





—Blondie’ (M-G). May do $2,500 
slim Davies no draw here. Last 
week ‘American Madness’ (Col) 
slow $2,400. 
Orpheum (Publix) (1,200; 10-20- 
30)—‘Divorcement’ (Radio). A prob- 
able $1,200, oke. Last week ‘Whiie 
Zombie’ (UA) slipped to fair $1,050. 
State (Indie) (500; 10-25-35)— 
‘Congress Dances’ (UA). Splitting 
screen time between German-Amer- 
ican versions. Should mount to 
$1,800, nice. 
(U) made unexpected $1,700. 
Stuart (Publix) (1,900; 10-25-35- 
50-60)—“Phantom President” (Par). 
Should reach up to $3,700, good. 
Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) 
slipped to $3,100. 


Pitt Brightened 
By ‘Thru-Prez 
At $22,000-$11,500 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 
A couple of distinct weak spots 
along the line this week, but for the 
most. part the stem hasn't much to 
complain about. Jewish holiday 
falling today (Monday) will dent 
somewhat, but that’s only in the 
afternoon, and evening trade is ex- 
pected to make up for that. 
Outstanding items are ‘Smilin’ 
through,’ at the Penn, and ‘Phantom 
President,’ at the Warner. Shearer 
picture looks like a natural for 
femme biz and should take a swell 
22,000. ‘President’ should have no 
trouble maintaining a pace for a 
bristling $11,500. That Schnozzola 
is rapidly developing into a real 
draw and with Cohan to pull in the 
old timers, merry sail is in prospect. 
Little hope held out for ‘Tiger 
Shark’ at the Stanley, Robinson is 
not yet powerful b. o. here, and 
femmes are likely to pass it up. 


Estimates for This Week 


Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-30-40)— 
‘Miss Pinkerton’ (FN). Unlikely to 
get into clear. Weak $2,500 in pros- 
pect. Last week ‘Paradise’ (Radio), 
after previous week at nearby Stan- 
ley, around $3,400. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-30- 
40)—‘Those We Love’ (W-W). 
Liked, but absence of cast names 
reacting. Little or no profit notice- 
able in $3,800. Last week Schmel- 
ing-Walker fight pictures helped 
‘Chandu’ (Fox) to an all right $4,600. 

Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). Shearer 
never needs any apologists locally 
and, with tear-jerker of this sort, 
looks a natural for women and gen- 
uine mop-up at $22,000. Last week 
‘Troubles’ (M-G) fair at $11,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50)— 
:Tiger Shark’ (WB). Won't get 
femmes and not enough strictly male 
trade to give it more than woefully 
weak $9,000. Last week ‘Blonde 
Venus’ (Par) just fair at $13,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Phantom President’ (Par), Strong 
entry and should have no trouble 
cleaning up at around $11,500. Last 
week ‘American Madness’ (Col) fair 














at $1,500. 

Fox (5,000; 50-70), ‘Kongo’ (M-G) 
and unit. In next to last week 
house sinking to brutal $19,000, a 
near low. ‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox) 
and ‘Sally’ as stage show a poor 
$26,000 last week. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 30-40- 
65), ‘Divorcement’ (Radio) and 
vaude. Possible $15,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Lifetime’ (U) built up to sur- 
prise $14,900, big. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,700; 30-49- 
55), ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). Okay at 
$15,000 if holding up. Reduced 


prices upping crowds but not swell- 
ing gross to any sizeable extent. 
Second and final week of ‘Grand 
Hotel’ (M-G) drew $10,000, giving 
film five weeks on Market Street, 
three at road-show prices. 

President (Harris) (1,410; 25-40), 
‘Hell's House’ (Atlas) and stage 
show. Down to $4,700 and stage 
shows out next week in favor grind 
pix at 25c. Last week ‘13th Guest’ 
(Mono), $5,200. 

United Artists (1,400; 


25-35-50), 


‘Rain’ (UA). New low admish, to- 
gether with promise of exclusive 
Frisco showings. Opens tonight 
(Monday) and house expects plenty. 

Warfield (I"ox) (2,672; 55-65), 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) and stage 
show. Norma Shearer, together 
with debut of new m. c., Al Kvale, 
drawing matinees good Smash 
$22,000, biggest in months Last | 
week ‘Phantom President’ (Par), 
$17,500. 

Warners (1,360: 35-55), ‘Success- | 
ful Calamity’ (WB) (2d week). | 


George Arliss quite good here at | 
$6,500. First week $9,509. j 





at $8,000. 





Boston, Oct. 10. 
Slight improvement in most local 
houses this week. Jump registered 
at the Paramount, where the heavi- 
ly advertised ‘Phantom President’ 
is cashing in for good $12,000. 


Other theatres doing somewhat 
better, but nothing to rave about 
yet, 


_ Estimates for This Week 

Met (Publix) (4,300; 35-55-75)— 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB) and stage 
show. Ted Lewis on stage and do- 
ing a nice $32,000. Last week, with 
‘Cabin in the Cotton’ (FN), propped 
by Mills Bros., $30,900, good. House 
at last beginning to hit good stride. 


Likely to top 
‘Life Begins’ 


fine reviews helped. 
$12,000. Last week 
(WB) $13,600, good. 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-83)- 
‘All American’ and vaude. Moving 








long for $18,000. Last week ‘Sport - 
ing Age,’ aided considerably by good 





Best in Town — ‘Kongo’ Drops 


startling. 


Last week ‘Lifetime’ | “eek with a reshowing ef Garbo’s 


$2,000. 


what 


vv 


‘CRAZY’ $6,500, LOUISVILLE 





Loew's to $6,000 


Louisville, Oct. 10. 


Week looks pretty good if not 


National barges in on trade this 


Street of Sorrows’ and lecture on 
‘Truth About Married Love.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (3.400; 25-35-50), ‘Kongo’ 
(M-G). A bad $6,000. Last week 
‘“milin’' Through’ (M-G) fine $13,- | 
009. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (2,800; os. | 
35-55), ‘Phantom President’ (Par). 
Mediocre on $6,500. Last week 
‘Tune 13’ (Par), $6,400 with ‘Peaches’ 
Browning. 


Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,786; 25- 
35-50), ‘Movie Crazy’ (Par). Good 
$6,500. Last week ‘Successful 


Calamity’ (WB). Only $3,200. 

Brown (2,000; 25-35-40), ‘Divorce- 
ment’ (Radio). Good with $3,100. 
sast week ‘Paradise’ (Radio), 
$2,400, fair. 

Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 15-25- 
40), ‘Tiger Shark’ (FN). A _ nice 
$2,300. Last week ‘Heritage of 
Desert’ (Par), $2,000. 


Act’s Gag Hollywood 


Qpening Ups Cincy 
Albee for $20,000 


Cincinnati, Oct. 10. 


Current screen fare an improve- 
ment over past few weeks and a 
noticeable rise in business, Oisen 
and Johnson are wowing as usual 
here. They put on a burlesque Hol- 
lywood opening Saturday night at 
the Albee and stunt attracted sey- 
eral thousand people for almost an 
hour. Gag was broadcast over 
WCKY and is expected to aid the 
Albee’s biz during the week. ‘Blonde 
Venus’ and ‘Smiling Through’ are 
neck and neck for second honors, 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-80)—‘War 
Correspondent’ (Col) and vaude. 
Olsen and Johnson's hoke troupe for 


— 








a good $20,000. Last week ‘Okay 
America’ (U) and Talmadge-Jessel 
got $18,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 30-55)— 


‘Blonde Venus’ (Par). Dietrich for 
a fair $11,000. Last week ‘Phantom 
President’ (Par), $9,300. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,285; 30-55)— 
‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G). Norma 
Shearer and rolling to $10,000, 
fair. Last week ‘Grand Hotel’ (M- 
G) rounded out fortnight to a mild 


$7,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,200; 30-55)— 
‘Chandu’ (Fox). Helped by WLW 
broadcasting as serial. Prospects 

‘Di- 


for $8,000, good. Last week 


Second of the Jewish holidays and 
unusually nice weather will slow up 
the Broadway list this week. Some 
improvement may be provided 
through Columbus Day tomorrow 
(Wednesday). 

Paramount, on its holdover of 
‘Phantom President’ and a slightly 
altered stage show, at $55,000, will 
iead the parade. This is very good 
business on the second week here, 
picture drawing the best for the 
house of any so far this season. It’s 
the first holdover for the Publix 
weekly change in a long while. 
Both the Capitol and Roxy are 
down this week. Each will be for- 
tunate if topping $40,000, former 
with ‘Downstairs,’ latter on ‘Hat 
Check Girl. Benny Rubin, Russ 
Columbo and irene Bordoni head the 
Cap rostrum show, but the house 


will have had two bad weeks in a 
row after the low $30,000 on 
‘Troubles’ last week. 


Winter Garden appears all right. 
At a bit over $22,000 on third week 
of ‘Tiger Shark.’ ‘They Call It Sin’ 
is scheduled to come in Oct. 20. 


Among the other holdovers, the 
Mayfair iT exhibiting better 
strength than the Strand. ‘Bill of 


Divorcement’ looks to inveigle a nice 
$22,000 into the Mayfair, while 
‘Cabin in Cotton’ is letting down 
Strand to around $16,000 after a 
strong first week of $29,700. Maybe 
a third week for ‘Divorcement.’ ‘One 
Way Passage’ opens at the Strand 
Thursday (13). 

Two other new pictures take the 
spotlight this week, ‘Rain’ coming 
into Rivoli tomorrow morning 
(Wednesday) as UA's second pic- 
ture there under 100% operation. 

‘Madison Square Garden,’ origi- 
nally booked for the Paramount, 
was later lifted for the Publix run, 
Rialto, where it’s opening tonight 
(Tuesday) in connection with the 
‘New York American’ Christmas 
Fund. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 83-$1.10-$1.66-$2.20) 
—Strange Interlude’ (M-G) (6th 
week). Looks like picture stays 
here for a while, with no date as 
yet as to when ‘Rasputin,’ probable 
successor, will march in. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10- 
$1.65)—Downstairs’ (M-G) and 
stage show. Presumably names on 
stage, Irene Bordoni, Russ Columbo, 
Benny Rubin and Three Keys 
(radio) are keeping house from 
sinking lower than $410,000. Last 
week only $30,000 on ‘Pack Up Your 
Troubles’ (M-G), deprecating. 

Criterion (878; 25-40-83-$1.10- 


$1.65) — ‘Maedchen in Uniform’ 
(Krimsky) (3rd week). Bettering 
$10,000 mark. 

Mayfair (2,200; 35-72-83)—Di- 


vorcement’ (Radio) (2nd week). At 
$22,000 holding up very well and 
maybe a third week. First seven 
days $27,800, big. 

Palace (1,700; 30-40-65-83) — 
‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) (2nd run) and 
vaude. On top of its nice showing 
at the Paramount first run down the 
street, the Dietrich talker is doing 





vorcement’ (Radio), $5,100. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB). En route 
to an average $6,000. Last week 
‘Cabin in Cotton’ (FN) reaped a 
nifty $7,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,550; 
‘Love Me Tonight’ (Par), second 
run, and ‘Big City Blues’ (WB). 
Should hit $3,500, oke. Last week 
‘Paradise’ (Radio’, second run, and 
‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par), $3,000, 


15-30)— 


6 ? 
PREZ’ $12,000 AT PAR, |: 
Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
BOSTON: MET $32,000 | svaianche’ (ist Div) and ‘Sporting 
? ’ Chance’ (Hollywood). Split week. 
——— A fair $2,000. Last week ‘County 


Fair’ (Mon) and ‘Reckoning’ (Peer- 
less), same. 

Ufa (400; 30-40)—‘Doomed Bat- 
talion’ (U) and Schmeling-Walker 
fight film. Latter announced by 
Harry Hartman, sports spieler for 
WFBE. Feature under auspices of 
D. A. V. drum corps. An average 
Last week ‘Congress Dances’ 
(UA) $2,200. 


Fox Bans Loaning Sound 
Effects to Other Lots 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


Paramount (Publix) (1,800; 25- There'll be no more loaning of 
30-55-66) — ‘Phantom President’ | sound-producing effects by the Fox 
(Par). Selling like a hit. Daily | sound department to other studios, 
ads week before picture opened and rccording to a new order issued. 


Eixecs feel that other lots are lay- 


ing down on development of effects 


because they could always borrow 
they need from Fox. 
Collecting noise-making machines 


is a hobby of Winnie Sheehan, who 


comparatively as well here; prob- 
ably $17,000, blac: for house. Last 
week $16,700 on ‘Paradise’ (Radio), 
second run, and usual vaude. 

Paramount (3,664; 40-72-94-$1.10) 

—‘Phantom President’ (Par) (2d 
week) and stage show. Heading 
for good $55,000. Stage show lost 
3elle Baker on holdover week, with 
Grace Langford and Ruth Roye 
added, but most of draw from 
screen, First week for ‘Phantom’ 
$68,900, exceptionally fine. 
Rialto (2,000; 40-55-72-92-$1.10)— 
‘Madison Square Garden’ (Par). 
Second Charles Rogers’ production 
for Par release opens tonight at $1 
top. Final week, fourth, for ‘Movie 
Crazy’ poor $10,000, two grand below 
the third stretch of seven days. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-72-94-$1.10)— 
‘Crusoe’ (UA). With a third week's 
gross of around $13,500 moves out 
tonight (Tuesday). ‘Rain’ (UA) 
coming in for a run, Second week 
for ‘Crusoe’ $20,000. 

Roxy (6,200; 35-55-83-$1.65)—Hat 
Check Girl’ (Fox) and stage show. 
Maybe a shade over $40,000 but 
problematical; buildup on draw may 
come from effective ad matter on 
picture, designed to lure the curi- 
ous. Last week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) 
$41,000, n.s.g. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-83-94-$1.10)— 
‘Cabin in Cotton’ (WB) (2d week). 
Off after strong first week to around 


$16,000. Initial seven days’ gross 
ran to a high $29,700. 
Winter Garden (1,418; 35-55-83. 


94)—‘Tiger Shark’ (WB) (3d week). 
To stick a fourth week after swell 
third (current) takings of around 
$22,000, Last week $31,909. 


LILLIAN BOND FOR ROGERS 








Prova headed ef Crumit ae San-|always ships back an assortment 
derson, surpri ‘d with nice $18,900 taitn 4 ‘ ; 

RKO (4,000: 25-35-55) — ‘Hell's whil abroad. On his last trip he/ 
Highway’ (Radio) and vaude. Try-|°°"t the studio a score of foreign | 
ing hard to hold to nice $13,000 tuto horns, whistles and other me 


Last week ‘13 Women’ (Radio) $11,- 
700, i 


hanical sound producers from Ber 


jin. | 





Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


Lillian Bond has been engaged 
through Bren & Orsatti for feature 
part in ‘Truth Racket’ for Charles 


R. Rogers. 
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Balt. Levels: 
Top Com For 


. 3 lower prices than ever before, busi- 
ras ness, while showing some increase, 
y) 3 |could be a lot better. This week’s 


Baltimore, Oct. 10. 

While the general atmosphere 
among the film houses currently is 
somewhat calmer than last week, 
when the lid was effectively blown 
off, totals this week will satisfy. 
Grosses are leveling to a more nor- 
mal line, and that line is far enough 
on the right side for profit-taking. 

Century has the femmes running 
it way, due to Chatterton and Brent 
in ‘The Crash.’ 
town apparently to the tastes of the 
shopping ladies. 

‘Life Begins,’ on the other hand, 
appears a bit too powerful for the 
most of the girls. Likely that this 
one won't top a mediocre $11,000. 

‘Hell’s Highway,’ at the Hipp, is 
getting excellent support from the 
stage and the two nabes, New and 
Keith's, sees the battle going to the 
latter house where ‘Phantom Presi- 
dent’ is building steadily. 

Boys were surprised that the New 
didn’t hold over ‘Washington Merry- 
Go-Round’ afier that picture de- 


livered one of the neatest grosses | 


the house has seen in months. Only 
seven days means that a terrific 
expleitation campaign was some- 
what wasted. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century .(Loew-UA) (3,000; 25- 
35-55-66-75) ‘Crash’ (FN) and 
vaude. Ted Healy on the platform 


but strictly the new Brent-Chatter- 
ton marital duo bringing the femmes 
for good $16,000. Last week Buddy 
Rogers’ flap-appeal added to the 
‘Kongo’ (M-G) flicker and a bub- 
bling $19,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,600; 
25-35-55-66-75) ‘Hell’s Highway’ 
(Radio) and vaude. Blanche Callo- 
way on stage, and counting. Mostly 
men this week and enough to keep 
the ledger happy at $10,000. Kate 
Smith in person meant a new high 
the previous stanza at $19,800. Pic- 
ture was ‘Those We Love’ (W-W). 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 25- 
30-40) ‘Phantom President’ (Par). 
Getting class trade for a good $7,- 
500. ‘Two Against World’ (WB) 
previously poor at $4,800. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-35-40- 
50) ‘Wild Girl’ (Fox). Last week 
excellent at $7,200 for ‘Merry-Go- 
Round’ (Col) backed by a surge of 
publicity and exploitation. Present 
Farrell-Joan Bennett piece not more 
than $3,500, weak. 

Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,600; 25-35- 
45-55-66-75) ‘Life Begins’ (WB). 
Notices strong byt girls won't let 
their fellows take them here. Maybe 
$11,000, off. ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M- 
G) big last week at $18,800. 


‘Divorcement’s’ $12,500 
Is Neat in Columbus 


Columbus, Oct. 10. 

Vaudfilm at the Palace has taken 
a firm hold and should keep that 
house out in front from now on. 
This week no exception and Ohio 
State studes’ return to school, plus 
home grid games, is adding plenty 
at the box. 

Biggest competish this week is 
‘Movie Crazy’ at the Broad, which 
should do plenty. 

Estimates for This Week 








Palace (RKO) (3,074; 35-55)— 
‘Divorcement’ (Radio) and vaude. 
En route to nice enoush $12,500. 
Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ (Par) 
okay at $13,000. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40)— 
‘Kongo’ (M-G). Will be lucky to 


beat weak $7,000. Last week ‘Trou- 
bles’ (M-G), one of those exclusives, 
got fair enough $8,700. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40) 
*Movie Crazy’ (Par). Stepping along 
at fast clip and should hit $12,000, 
heavy. Last week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) 
gcod enough $7,000. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40)— 
*Tiser Shark’ (FN). Won't bet- 
ter light $5,000. Last week ‘Blessed 
Event’ (WB) got over big to tune of 
$7,200. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 25-35)— 
*Congorilla’ (Fox). Not expected to 
better $2,2°0, although $3,000 hoped 
for. Last week ‘Age of Consent’ 
(Radio) $1,309, mild. 





Tiixvee Lucky Breaks 


“ALL AMERICAN’ 186°S, 
“THRU? $22,000—K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 10. 
several first runs are 
and better bills at 





Although 
offering bigger 


|features have been given heavy 
| publicity, but the outlook is not 
| startling. 

| Midland and ‘Smilin’ Thru’ is 
catching the femmes, while the 
| Mainstreet with ‘Follow Thru’ on 
|stage and ‘All American’ has the 


| 
;}younger set and football fans. New 


|}management at the Newman gave 
{many extra columns of ads to the 
|papers for ‘Phantom President’ and 
will make a fair showing, but it’s 
not among the record breakers. 
The Plaza, celebrating its fourth 
anniversary, changed its policy and 
is back with stage shows. Picture 


The one flicker in| is ‘Cabin in the Cotton,’ with a top 


of 50 cents. 
Estir.ates for This Week 
Liberty (Dubinsky) (860; 15-25)— 


‘Painted Woman’ (Fox). Alluring 
title and nice lobby display. Looks 
like good $4,000. Last week ‘Big 


City Blues’ (WB) same. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25-35-50) 
—Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G). Natural for 
the girls. Should get $22,000, good. 
Last week ‘Troubles’ (M-G) finished 
to fair $14,600. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50-60)—‘All American’ (U) and 





‘Follow Thru,’ F-M unit. Picture 
spotted right and stage also strong- 
ly publicized. Around $18,000, nice. 
Last week ‘13 Women’ (Radio) with 
‘Rio Rita’ unit, $20,000. 

Newman (Publix) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—Phantom President’ (Par). 
Management spread for this one. 
About $9,000, fair. Last week ‘Movie 
Crazy’ (Par), good $11,000, 


$12,000 for ‘Crazy’ in 
Montreal, Holiday Week 


Montreal, Oct. 10. 

Currently all houses are running 
new pictures while His Majesty’s 
is showing local French-Canadians 
in a week of operetta. This, com- 
bined with the Canadian Thanks- 
giving Day holiday today (Monday) 
should put the picture houses back 
on better than average grosses. 
There have been few complaints 
from the nabes of late. 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 75) ‘Movie 
Crazy’ (Par). Should get about 
$12,000. Last week, repeat of ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ did fairly at $11,500. 








Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60) ‘Back 
Street’ (U) and ‘Igloo’ (U). Looks 
to gross $12,000, okay. Last week 


‘The Crash’ (WB) and ‘Culver’ (U), 
$11,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60) ‘June 
13’ (Par) and vaude. Good combo 


may get $14,500. Last week ‘Once 
in Lifetime’ (U), $15,000. 
Princess (CT) (1,600; 35-60) 


‘Crusoe’ (UA) and ‘Almost Married’ 
(Col). Shceuld do $8,000. Last week, 
repeat oi ‘Paradise’ (Radio), and 
‘Room 13’ (Fox) grossed $5,000. 

Imperial (Franco-Film) (1,900; 
25-40) ‘L’Aiglon’ (French) (2nd 
week). Around $2,500. Last week 
was $3,000. 

Cinema de Paris (Franco-Film) 
(600; 25-50) ‘Une Nuit au Paradis’ 
(French). Perhaps $1,500. Last week 
‘Monsieur de Marechal’ (French) 
$1,750. 


TACOMA BRIGHTENS 


Broadway Reopened—Prices an Ap- 
peal at Roxy 








Tacoma, Oct. 10. 

There’s new life in the old town. 
This week looks good and last week 
was. oke. With more downtown 
houses open, Roxy and Broadway 
are added, its brighter all around. 

Estimates for This Week 

Breadway (FWC) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G). House re- 
opened after: long dark spell; first 
time here for film. In for five days, 
then ‘Hold ’Em Jail’ (Radio) for 
two days. Fair $3,000. 

Roxy (Jensen-von Herberg) (1,- 
300; 15-20)—‘Blonde Captive’ (Col), 
first half; ‘Man Called Back’ (Tif), 
last half. With prices an appeal 
will do fair $5,000. Last week 
‘Sporting Age’ (Col) reopened house 
with b.o. lines. Surprised everybody 
on supreme $5,400. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25) 


—‘Crusoe’ (UA). Some better at 
$2,000, fair. Last week ‘Speckled 
Band’ (1st Div.) slumped to poor 


secant $1,500. 
Rialto (FWC) (1,200; 25-35)—‘Life 





és T N7 ace 
Fer Boehm, WB Writer ker Goal Ride er HA ear 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Completing script of ‘The Sucker’ 

at Warners, David 

a six weeks’ leave of absence, 


his next option taken up, 


soehm obtained 
had 
and left 
New York to attend rehcarsals director 


Begins’ (WB), ‘Divorce in Family’ 
M-G), and ‘Chandu’ (Fox) in three- 
Last 
| week ‘Troubles’ (M-G) and ‘Blonde 
| Venus’ (Par) dove to $2,100. 


| SIMMONS’ DOUBLE WRITING 
| Mike Simmons is now pub and ad 
for Monogram Pictures. 


for 

of his comedy, ‘The Love Life of the | These duties were formerly handled 

Tiffy,’ which L. Lawrence Weber | by the George Harvey ad agency. 

will present. Simmons will also write originals 
Play op2ns in N. Y. in Novem- | for the indie firm, his contract call- 

ber. ing for a story immediately. 


Texas Shorts Firm After 
Land to Build Studio 


San Antonio, Oct. 10. 

National Pictures Gulf Coast 
Studios, locally owned and organ- 
ized, has completed a second series 
of 12 musical westerns featuring 
Hal Byrnes, directed by P. B. Wil- 
lett. 

Firm will continue to make shorts 
in and around this city and is now 
dickering for purchase of city 
owned land to erect a studio. H. W. 
Kier is in New York seeking an 
outlet for his productions. 


‘DIVORCEMENT’ 536, 
‘HOTEL’ 126, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Oct. 10. 

Appears a better week currently. 
‘Grand Hotel,’ first time here, and 
‘Divorcement,’ at Orpheum. Better 
feeling around, too. FWC has an- 
nounced opening of Paramount, 
likely Oct. 20, with stage show and 
with music at Fifth Ave., stage pre- 
sentation band. Past three weeks, 
with no bandmen at any house, also 
no stage shows, gave impression to 
ducat buyers that the theatres were 
economizing. 

Estimates for This Week 
Fifth Ave. (FWC) (2,300; 25-55) 
—Grand Hotel’ (M-G). Bang-up 
biz and headed to click on first time 
here. Probably $12,000, okay. Last 
week ‘Chandu’ (Fox) poor at $7,100. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-55)— 
‘Divorcement’ (Radio). Great ad- 
vance bally, including invitation 
preview. Plugs helping this one 
reach $5,500. Last week ‘Dangerous 
Game’ (Radio) fair $4,800. 

Fox (FWC)—‘Phantom President’ 
(Par). Slow at $3,600. Last week 
‘Troubles’ (M-G) with Schmeling- 
Walker fight films did $4,900. 
Liberty (Jensen-von Herberg) (2,- 
000; 10-15-25)—‘Exposure’ (Tower). 
Looks for fair $4,300. Last week 
‘Drifting Souls’ (Mascot) just fair 
at $4,100. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25-35) 
—Crusoe’ (UA). Around $6,500. Last 
week ‘Blessed Event’ (WB), second 
week, equaled first to the dollar, 
getting around $5,000, great. : 
Coliseum (FWC) (1,800; 25-35)— 
‘Heritage of Desert’ (Par), five days, 
‘Painted Woman’ (Fox), two days. 
Will see $3,500. Last week ‘Bring 
’Em Back Alive’ (Radio) renewed 
house but puiled after four days, 
although did fairly. Finished week 
with ‘First Year’ (Fox) for good 
$3,100, 


Thru’ Big on $20,000; 
St. L. $13,000, Vaude Out 


St. Louis, Oct. 10. 


Some better but not much this 
week, With five first runs in oper- 
ation there just doesn’t seem to be 
enough. patrons to go around, no 
matter what the quality of the films. 
State is "way out in front with 
‘Smilin’ Through. Vaude out of 
RKO St. Louis this Friday (14). 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (WB) (3,000; 35-55- 
65)—Cabin in Cotton’ (FN) and 
stage show. Ed Lowry back where 
he set a record as m.ec. He’s get- 
ting credit for fair $13,000. Last 
week ‘The Crash’ (WB) $11,500. 

Fox (6,000; 25-35-55)—‘Wild Girl’ 
(Fox) and F-M unit. Business poor 
at $9,000. Last week ‘Those We 
Love’ (W-W) $10,000. 

State (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-55)— 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G). Real names 
for first time in months and looks 
like big $20,000. Last week 
‘Troubles’ (M-G) $17,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (3,500; 25-35-55) 
—‘All American’ (U). Without 
names of consequence, not hot on 
$7,000. Last week ‘Bring "Em Back 
Alive’ (Radio), $9,400, big. 

St. Louis (RKO) (5,000; 25-35-55) 
—Hold Em Jail’ (RKO) and vaude. 
Last week of vaude for good $13,- 
000. Last week ‘American Mad- 
ness’ (Col), $12,200. 


‘PREZ,’ $16,000, ALONE 
OFF IN BUFF SPURT 


Buffalo, Oct. 10. 

Except for the Buffalo with 
‘Phantom President’ disappointing, 
the town has nothing to complain 
about. ‘Smilin’ Thru’ will do a big 
$16,000, while ‘Troubles’ is clicking 
for handsome $14,000. 

Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-65), 
‘The Phantom President’ (Par). Off 























at $17,500. Last week ‘Bird of Para- 
dise’ (RKO) and stage show, a fair 
$22,600. 

Great Lakes (Publix) (3,400; 30- 
10-65), ‘Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G-M). 
Looks to big $16,000. Last week 
‘Bring ’Em Back Alive’ (RKO), 
$11 600. 

Century (Publix) (3,400; 25-35), 
‘Tiger Shark’ (WB). Maybe $8,500, 


okay. Last week ‘Divorce in_ the 


‘EVENT,’ $9,500, OKAY, 
‘PREZ’ $8,500, DENVER 


Denver, Oct, 10, 

The Denver and Orpheum are still 
without stage shows and feeling it. 
Orpheum is doing good night busi- 
ness but matinees are off. ‘Painted 
Woman’ was yanked after three 
days at the Rialto and ‘Once in 
Lifetime’ replaces to stay six days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Denver (Publix) (2,500; 25-35-40- 
50), ‘Phantom President’ (Par). Will 
do $8,500, all right. Last week 
‘Movie Crazy’ (Par) a good $9,000. 

Orpheum (RKO-Huffman) (2,600; 
25-35-40-50), ‘Blessed Event’ (WB). 
Good enough on $9,500. Last week 
‘Chandu’ (Fox) also $9,500. 








Paramount (Publix) (2,000; 25- 
40), ‘The Crash’ (FN). Chance for 
$7,000, fair. Last week ‘June 13’ 
(Par) $5,600. 

Rialto (RKO-Huffman) (900; 20- 
25-40), ‘Painted Woman’ (Fox). 
Three days for $900 and out. ‘Life- 
time’ (U) headed for $3,000 in six 
days, fine figure for house. Last 
week ‘My Pal the King’ (U) and 
‘Fast Companions’ (U), four days 
each, only $2,500. 


Prez’ $7,500, Houston; 
Majestic’s Vaude, $10,000 


Houston, Oct. 10. 
Skids more or less under the 
grosses this week after great busi- 
ness last week, the brightest in 
months. Box office stimulation fol- 


lowing return of vaudeville is fad- 
ing. Return of Weaver Brothers 
and inaugural stage bill, after more 
than a year of straight. picture 
boosted business more than 300% 
at the Majestic, but second week, 
the current show, is disappointing 
though biz is not so bad. 
Tough weather break is a factor. 
Estimates for This Week 
State (Loew) (3,000; 25-50)— 
‘Kongo’ (M-G). Indifferent but may 
build slowly for a fair $6,500. Last 
week ‘Grand Hotel’ clicked in pass- 
ing $11,000. Has exclusive showing. 
Metropolitan (Publix) (2,600; 25- 
50)—‘Phantom President’ (Par). 
Opened mild but gaining hourly. 
Good for $7,500. ‘Blonde Venus’ 
(Par) last week down despite heavy 
exploitation. Poor at $6,000. 
Majestic (RKO) (2,100; 25-60)— 
‘Divorcement’ (Radio), and vaude. 
Novelty fading with second week of 
vaude. Hobart Bosworth headlin- 
ing. Under expectations at $10,000. 
Last week ‘Okay America’ and 
opening vaude bill skyrocketed to 
$16,000. 





Kirby (Publix) (1,500; 15-40)— 
‘Successful Calamity’ (WB), and 
‘Heritage of Desert’ (Par) split. 


Horse opera big and Arliss getting 
highbrow trade, averaging the week 
for $6,000. Last week ‘Tiger Shark’ 
(FN), and ‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox) a 
bigger draw with the gum-chewing 
trade. Good at $7,000. 


DET. WEEPING; ‘PREZ,’ 
‘HAT CHECK’ EACH 18 G’S 


Detroit, Oct. 10. 


Nothing goes in this town any 
more. ‘Smiling Through’ is play- 
ing to just fair business and ‘Phan- 
tom President’ is doing likewise. 
The Fox, resuming stage shows, is 
getting a big play at mats so far 
but not so forte evenings. The Ford 
pay cut still has its reverberations 
on local expenditures and no one 
knows the answer as there isn’t 
any. It’s justa series of Christmas 
weeks without any Santa Claus. 
Only thing that seems to interest 
the public is the political speeches, 
and they’re free. 

Estimates for This Week 
Michigan (4,045; 15-35-72-75)— 
‘Phantom President’ (Par) and 
stage show. Will show $18,000, 
poor. Last week ‘Blonde Venus’ 
(Par) took it on the chin at $21,900. 

Fox (5,100; 15-25-55)—‘Hat Check 
Girl’ (Fox) and stage show. Near 
$18,000. Last week ‘Night Mayor’ 
(Col) weak at $8,000. 

Fisher (2,665; 15-35-55-72-75)— 
‘The Crash’ (WB) and stage show. 
Maybe $13,500. Last week ‘Success- 
ful Calamity’ (WB) a nice $17,700. 

Downtown (2,750; 15-25-55)— 
‘Lifetime’ (U). Around $4,000, low. 
Last week ‘Dangerous Game’ (Radio) 
fair at $7,200. 








Paramount (3,448: 15-25-55)— 
‘Doctor X’ (WB). About $5,800, off. 
Last week ‘Blonde Captive’ (Col) 
oke at $7,100. 

Family’ (M-G-M) and stage show, 
$8,700. 

Hipp (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-55), 
‘Pa_k Up Your T-oubles’ (M-G) and 
vaudeville. Romping for great $14,- 
000, Last week ‘White Zombie’ 
(UA), $9,400, oke. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25), 
‘American Madness’ (Col). Very 





|big at over $9,000. Last week ‘Night 
| Mayor’ (Col), nice $7,800. 


Conn's 2 Month . 
Old Met., Prov., 


Is Foreclosed 


Providence, Oct. 10. 

Jacob Conn’s $2,000,000 dream of 
a lifetime burst like a bubble Sat- 
urday night (8) when Conn’'s Metro- 
politan, only recently opened, and 
envisioned as a center of entertain- 
ment for Providence’s thousands, 
closed its doors after the last show, 
never to reopen under Conn’s man- 
agement. 

With the closing went every cent 
Conn possessed and had put into 
a project which he started 12 years 
ago. Conn was unable to meet in- 
terest on a big note, and his cred- 
itors refused to give him time to 
raise money. 

Valuable land surrounding the 
theatre, a 300-car garage adjoining 
the Met, and the Olympia theatre 
in Olneyville, which Conn has op- 
erated for years, will all go under 
the hammer to satisfy creditors, 
Conn doesn’t expect to save a penny 
out of the financial wreck. 

The Metropolitan, which was 
opened in August, represents a total 
investment of $900,000. Conn had 
mortgaged his other theatre and big 
real estate investments to build the 
theatre, which he had planned for 
years ago when he began buying 
valuable downtown property for its 
site. 

Conn’s big theatrical venture 
lasted less than two months. He 
blames his downfall on failure to 
get decent picture product for his 
theatre, and he revealed that he 
had to dig down every week since 
the cpening to pay his help. 

He has a suit pending in Federal 
Court here against RKO Radio Pic- 
tures because of the distributing 
company’s refusal to sell him prod- 
uct. Conn seeks $1,000,000 damages 
under the Federal anti-trust law. 

Conn, long a colorful figure in the 
theatrical and civic life of Provi- 
dence, first opened his theatre in 
Olneyville, operating a broadcasting 
station in conjunction with the 
house. For several years he waged 
a bitter radio battle against the 
money-lenders in Providence, which 
eventuated in the Government rule 
ing him off the air. 

Conn’s Met has a seating capace 
ity of 3,400, the second largest thee 
atre in the State. Evangeliste Ture 
geon, wealthy contractor, who bullt 
the theatre, has a mortgage on the 
house and he is taking it over. 
What he will do with it is a mat- 
ter of speculation, as Turrean 
knows nothing about show business, 
and apparently has no desire of 
sinking any more money into the 
project. 


Money Back If U. A. 
Films Repeat in Frisco 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 
United Artists theatre is using 
two ideas in its ad campaign on the 
reopening tonight (Monday). In 
addition to a lowered top price of 
50 cents, theatre is plugging its ex- 








‘clusive Frisco and S. F. county run 


on all U. A. pix. 

Ads invite customers to retain 
stubs of their tickets. If the fea- 
ture is ever shown again in town 
or county patrons can get their 
dough back. 





ERPI the Winnah in Film 
Tennis League’s Finals 


Film Tennis League, composed of 
five film companies and ERPI, 
closed its season over the weekend 
with finals that make the electric 
the big winnah. 

ERPI’s high score is four won 
and one lost in the team matches 
and 20 won and five lost on the 
singles. Universal made the worst 
showing among the film companies 
which included Paramount, War- 
ners, United Artists and Columbia. 
It was negative in the team con- 
tests and lost 22 of the _ single 
matches. 





BELA LUGOSI IN SERIAL 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


3ela Lugosi gets a lead in 
‘Whispering Shadows,’ serial start- 
ing production around Dec. 1. It 
will be a mystery thriller, soft ped 
dling horror stuff. 

Serial is fourth on Nat Levine’s 





Mascot program, 








1) 





























ee ae —_ — = 
: Te be ~ ee cS anpeuons MS, al Bose tet an 

















VARIETY 


j 





— 
—_ 
= 
~ 
aw 
‘ 
= 
> 
pet 
- 
i) 
> 
; 
= 
& 

















ty 


Tuesday, October 11, 1932 
ae 





VARIETY ress 


7, 
. 


12 . 


a OS ee ee ae we oS 





























of 
Kes 
Ry 
Re : 











« CAST Clara Bow, Gilbert Roland, Estelle Taylor, Alexander Kirkland, Thelma Todd, 
Monroe Owsley, Weldon Heyburn + NOVEL by Tiffany Thayer.e DIALOGUE Edwin 


Burke « DIRECTOR John Francis Dillon 








Humming with the greatest activity since it was built... 


setting the pace for the industry... Movietone City brings 
forth the initial offerings of the new and greater Fox Film 


Corporation. 


And here are a few of the great pictures you will see in the 
immediate future —typical of the Fox program for the 
remainder of the season. 
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CALL 
HER 
SAVAGE . 


CLARA BOW... the new Clara 





Bow ... back again and greater 





than ever...in a dramatic role 


displaying an emotional genius she 








never showed before ... and for 
her first story nothing less than 
_ Tiffany Thayer’s “CALL HER 

SAVAGE”... think of what that 








combination will mean on your 





marquee! 





WILL 
ROGERS 


im . 


TOO BUSY 
TO WORK 


WHAT A PART! His humor is 











set off like a jewel...against heart 
interest and just enough pathos to 
win him 5,000,000 more admirers 
...a knight of the road...a ne’er 
do well with a carefree song con- 
cealing his heavy heart... and 
helping two youngsters — Marian 
Nixon and Dick Powell—over the 


bumps of tender love. 














a 





14 VARZETY Tuesday, October 11, 1°52 


— ~ #44 —— 
as alien ont ate aR A ee > — -= 








a a oe 











SHERLOCK HOLMES 


Here’s a perfect job of casting...Clive Brook 






as Sherlock... Ernest Torrence as the fear- 








some Moriarity...Reginald Owen as Watson 
..-Miriam Jordan as the Girl. Then add a 


Conan Doyle’s story...up-to-the-minute WILD GIRL 


adaptation by Bayard Veiller...clase pro- Californi i , tine Beet | 


Harte country... Bret Harte characters 
and a Paul Armstrong drama. ..the girl, 
untameable... the boy, hunted by the law 
...akiss of courage. ..The players? Charles 


Farrell, Joan Bennett, Ralph Bellamy. 


duction...and what have you?...a natura! 
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SIX HOURS 
TO LIVE 


What a sock in that title...and what a wallop 
in the story behind it... suspense, surprise, 
spectacle ... and romance for the women 


to revel in... Perfectly cast with Warner 


Baxter, John Boles and Miriam Jordan. 
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RACKETY RAX 


RACKETY RAX... rah! rah! rah! Box 
Office! The blackjack and hijack boys 
muscling in on college football . . . the 


gang from the gas house and the gals 


.from the night clubs ... all going col- 


legiate ...can you imagine?... it’s up- 
roarious comedy... and you will thank 


Victor McLaglen and Greta Nissen. 
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GAYNOR Lia ier Wh . DIRECTOR. Alfred Sante! oS 


TESS 


of the Storm 
Coun 


Ten words that tell more than a 
whole page of type. 
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¢« CAST James Dunn, Boots Mallory, Zasu Pitts, 
Minna Gombell, Terrance ‘Ray e PLAY by 


Dawn Powell « DIRECTOR Erich von Stroheim 


Ree eR 












.-. youth ... loneling 
... love... innocenct 
and a way out to h 
story you'd have ch¢ 
Duna...a new sta 
..- Erich von St 


»-- can’t miss! 
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Through | 
YEARS OF PROFIT | 





with Fox 


For12 Years 





Exhibitor 
L. Novy 


of the Hancock & Austin 
Theatres, Austin, Tex., has 
played Fox. His senti- 
Pom: eh “Words alone - 
madequate to express t 

stability and ge ag I 
have enjoye with Fox 


pictures. 


Forl3 Years 





This space 
reserved 
for 
Mort Shea’s 

_. picture 











Exhibitor . 
M. A. Shea 


of the Feiber & Shea 
Circuit has played Fox pic- 
tures. Starting at the Park, 
Youngstown, Ohio, these 
showmen have built up a 
chain of 30 houses in 17 
towns. | 


For10 Years 





Exhibitor 
N. Scheinberg 


of the Van Nuys Theatre, 
Van Nuys, Calif. depended 
upon Fox for profits... 
and he got them...regard- 
less of general business 
conditions. 


Mr. Shea, Mr. Novy and Mr. Schein- 


berg ... what a treat is in store for 


you this season as the new and greater 


Fox unreels hit after hit ...in a line-up 


that far surpasses even its past per- 


formances that kept you in business... 


and in clover. 
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Powers Pulls Out 


of BIP Sales 


In U.S: Claims Contract Breach 








Pat Powers has come to at least 
a temporary standstill with British 
international and may give up dis- 
tribution of BIP pictures in the 
United States. Claimed by both 
sides that there is still a possibility 
of patching up their difficulties, but 
for the time being Powers’ activities 
for the British films are static. 
Hither Arthur Dent or John Max- 
well, BIP heads, will sail for New 
York within a week, Powers has 
been informed by cable, to attempt 
an immediate adjustment. 

Powers bought out the BIP Amer- 
ican company six months ago, pay- 
ing $25,000 in cash and giving three’ 
notes of $25,000 each. Two of these 
notes, one personally signed by 
Powers and one signed by the Pow- 
ers Film Company, were dated Oct. 
1 and rejected by Powers on that 
date on a claim of breach of con- 
tract. 

Trouble started when Harry 
Lewis, attorney, sued British Inter- 
national, for $4,415 for legal fees, 
getting a judgment and attaching a 
number of negatives and films of the 
company in New York. Massce & 
Co., shippers for BIP, were immedi- 
ately told by BIP to hold up a 
shipment of films due to be deliv- 
ered to Powers, the English com- 
pany fearing these films also might 
be attacked. 

Move gave Powers what he re- 
garded as grounds for non-payment 
of the notes, he claiming that he 
would put no more money into the 
business that has thus far cost him 
about $50,000, until he knows that 
everything is clear. 

No Co-Operation 

It’s only one angle of the diffi- 
enJties Powers has with BIP. He 
charges that the British company 
sent him a number of poor pictures 
almost impossible to distribute, that 
the recording was inferior, although 
he had been led to believe it was 
RCA, and that the British company 
would not co-operate with him in 
the making of a better type of film. 

He had made several suggestions 
to the company in England, Powers 
claims, which he thought would 
make their films more easily sal- 
able in the United States. Among 
these were the suggested use of oc- 
casional American talent. He did not 
suggest the use of American stars, 
he says, but occasional American 
names that were available for one 
or two pictures at comparatively 
low. cost. These suggestions, he 
Says, Were passed up by the British- 
ers even unto one concrete sugges- 
tion of using Norma Talmadge in a 
film during her recent trip in Eng- 
land. Miss Talmadge, says Powers, 
was willing to accept a minimum 
figure, but BIP execs would not sign 
her. This, Powers, believes, meant 
a lack of willingness on the part of 
London to co-operate with him for 
American sales, 

Powers opened a number of ex- 
changes throughout the country 
after conclusion of his deal with the 
British company and expended some 
money in preparation for sales, but 
says now he would rather lose it 
all, plus whatever it would cost to 
pull out, than go ahead with the 
proposition under current condi- 
tions. 
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Col. Urging Showdown 
On British Accounts 


London, Sept. 27. 

Gaumont Company of Film Rent- 
ers, subsidiary of Gaumont British, 
is likely to shortly be involved in a 
trade tangle with Columbia Pictures. 
Columbia is insisting G. C. furnish 
an accounting for distribution of 
their (Columbia's) products during 
1928-29 during which period G.C. dis- 
tributed 50% of Columbia's output 
over here, with the balance released 
through Film Booking Offices, an 
English distributing concern, which 
although now defunct, has rendered 
an accounting to Columbia. 

Peculiarity of sftuation is that 
1929-30 accounts have been satis- 
factorily disposed of. The old claim 
has been going on for nearly three 
years, and there has been plenty 
stalling, with Columbia’s patience 
about exhausted. 

Meanwhile, United Artists, the re- 
cently appointed Columbia distribu- 
tors, are out of favor with Gaumont 
British, especially as far as Colum- 
bia products are concerned, 


FOREIGN FILMS 
MYSTERY BOOM 


Past couple weeks have seen a 
sudden rise in interest and takings 
throughout the U.S. for foreign 
language talkers, with grosses in 
the foreign houses averaging an in- 
crease of from 30% to 40% in most 
spots. 

No reason given by distributors 
of the foreign films for the sudden 
rise, except that a certain amount 
of new season product, held back 
through the summer, has been re- 
leased. Despite that, however, the 
Pabst, Milwaukee, reopened, after a 
dark summer, with ‘Immortal Vaga- 
bond’ (Ufa), a two-year-old film, for 
a new high for the house. Theatre 
is open for foreign language films 
for the week-end three days only. 

Several new theatres have opened 
for German talkers through the 
country, among them the Sheridan, 








Brooklyn. The Cinema, Cincinnati, 
and the German theatre, St. Louis, 
have reopened within the past 


month for nice results thus far. 

Reports from the Cinema, Detroit, 
are to the effect that business there 
has increased 70% during the past 
month, and other good b. o. reports 
have come from the Filmarte, San 
Francisco. 





Candy Hawkers’ Strike 


Would Darken Cinemas 


Mexico City, Oct. 7. 

A strike which would close six 
large nabes is in the offing as the 
result of a squabble between the 
exhibitors and the candy butchers’ 
union. 

Exhibitors advised union that 
customers complained about being 
annoyed by candy peddling during 
shows and they must forbid butch- 


New Paris Newsreel 
As 600-Seat Drop-In 


Paris, Oct. 1. 
Another newsreel house opened 
successfully in the Montmartre 
neighborhood, run by Maurice Lty- 
ingstone, formerly of P.D.C. 
Fox Movietone newsreel with a 
few short educationals or mag- 
azines for a 50-minute program. 
House, 600-seater, is working from 
11 a.m. to 2 a.m, Spot was formerly 
&@ small vaude house, and uses 
Cinetone sound equipment. Looks 
like business. 
J. Carlo Bavetta, local Fox chief, 
is heading a creditors’ committee to 
prevent one of the Reginald Ford 
newsreel houses, Cineac, going into 
receivership, meaning suitable ar- 
rangements and giving the house 
time to pay its installation debts. 
House is located on the Boule- 
vard and losses have been incurred 
on account of sub-tenants failing 
to pay their rents, 


BIP, Tobis Hit 
In Failure of 
Suedfilm Co. 


oe 


Berlin, Oct. 2% 
The Suedfilm Company has sus- 
pended its payments, In the inter- 
est of creditors and exhibitors who 
had already signed contracts for 


Suedfilm pictures steps have been 
taken by Tobis to carry on the re- 
lease department. Furthermore To- 
bis is preparing a new release or- 
ganization. Company’s director is 
I. Goldschmidt. 

Suedfilm’s failure began with the 
purchase of the Chaplin film ‘City 
Lights’ for which the company paid 
$210,000. 

Losses incurred by the British 
International Film Co. amount to 
approximately $600,000, those of To- 
bis to about $150,000, and of the 
Kodak Film Factory to approxi- 
mately $200,000. 

The other liabilities consist of 
advance payments made by exhibit- 
ors on programs of the Suedfilm 
as well as to amounts due to the 
trade press, Berlin daily press, film 
producers, directors and authors, 

Total losses may be estimated at 
$1,000,000. 


Canadian Exhibs Tell 
Parliament More Taxes 
Mean Rum for Cinema 


Ottawa, Oct. 10. 
With the opening of the momen- 
tous session of the Canadian Par- 
liament, statisticians of the motion 
picture industry in Canada have 
submitted startling figures regard- 
ing the extent of the taxation bur- 
den for exhibitors and distributors 
of the Dominion through Federal, 

Provincial and municipal imposts. 
It is estimated that $6,130,000 is 
the total levy exacted directly or 
indirectly from the 900 theatres in 
Canada in a year, or an average of 

$5,700 per theatre, large or small. 
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Native-Mades at New London Peak: 
U.S-Owned Houses Go Home Product 





Fox Welcomes Foreign 
Correspondents Again 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Ban against foreign correspond- 
ents on the Fox lot has been lifted 
by Al Price, publicity director. 
Rule was put into effect two 
years ago when Vic Shapiro was 
the press chief, 


U. A. RESUMES 
IN FAR EAST 








a 


United Artists is going back into 
the Far East field strong as pro- 
ducer-distributor with exchanges of 
its own, Company sold its ex- 
changes and business in Japan, 
Singapore and the East Indies to 
Metro in August, 1929, the sale in- 
cluding only their current product. 

When the Metro-U.A. deal ran out 
in India, United Artists tied up 
with Madan’s, but has now decided 
to handle that territory itself and 
has re-established exchanges in Cal- 
cutta and Bombay. Joe Fisher fol- 
lowed Metro as the U.A, distrib in 
Singapore, Malay Straits and the 
East Indies and the company was 
in negotiation with Marcus Baker 
until a few days ago for Baker to 
take over the films. Deal fell 
through, however, with U.A. decid- 
ing to open an exchange in Singa- 
pore for that territory and put 
Baker in charge. 

Philippines, not included in the 
Metro deal, have also been opened 
up by U.A. with an exchange re- 
cently established and Eddie Ugast 
sent out of New York to handle it. 

Deal in Japan of some sort is 
pending, with the territory at pres- 
ent not certain. 








Bulgarian Government 
Wants Own Production 


Hollywood, Oct, 10. 

Bulgarian government is the 
newest European state to become 
interested in making its own pic- 
tures, 

A. Katchamahoft, Bulgarian ar- 
tist here who has done considerable 
work at the studios, has been com- 
missioned by his guvernment to 
contract for picture equipment and 
to return home and help organize 
a studio. 

Reported that the government de- 
cision to enter the film field is due 
to the recent closing of American 
exchanges in that country follow- 
ing the curtailment of foreign pro- 
duction here, 





Buildup for Cameraman 


Stockholm, Sept. 29. 
Steve Olsen, former news camera- 
man, is sitting in a soft spot in 
Swedish films. He went to Africa 
for three years with Prince Wilhelm 
and never touched a cent of his 
salary from Svenska Films until 





day (7), 


dubbing goes. 


to 
Earth’ this week. 





London, Oct. 3. 

British films are coming into their 
own in London stronger than ever 
Pretty generally known that almost 
all exhibitors exceeded their quota 
demands during the past year, play- 
ing on an average of 10% more 
British films than were necessary 
under the Quota Law, but it now 
looks as if even this record will be 
beaten during the coming year, with 
the current week showing a new 
high for London’s West End. 

Both Paramount theatres in the 
West End, the Plaza and the Capitol, 
are top-lining British films this week. 
At the Capitol is ‘Looking on the 
Bright Side’ (BIP), featuring Gracie 
Fields and the Plaza has ‘Men of 
To-morrow,’ a British college yarn. 
Rialto, Universal’s house has ‘Lucky 
Girl’ (INP), comedy featuring Gene 


Gerrard. 


Foreign Players Scram 





For Home as Lots Drop 
Production of Versions 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Abandoning of Metro’s foreign 
production department has caused 
a general exodus of freelance Euro- 
pean players. Only studio left for 
the language players is Fox, and 
synchronizing there has been at a 
standstill for several weeks, 

Metro completed retakes on the 
French ‘Arsene Lupin,’ and German 
‘Sin of Madelon Claudet,’ last Fri- 
and the department has 
gone out of existence as far as 
Studio will still 
make superimposed titles for for- 





eign versions here but that doesn’t 


help the actors. 

At present, only Spanish direct 
shots can provide work at Fox, 
although the sync program there 
will be resumed shortly with ‘Six 
Hours to Live.’ 

More than 25 imported players, 
who had been working on a free- 
lance basis, shook the dust of Hol- 
lywood recently, or will do so this 
week, Many have been promised 
jobs in versions made by American 
companies in Europe, 

Ten Metro players are leaving 
within the next two weeks. Studio 
is paying their transportation home, 
if they scram before the two week 
period is up. Contracts not expire 
ing were settled on a cash basis. 

Those leaving in this group are 
Rene Fleur, Claude and Helen Al- 
lain, Madeline Viallar, all French, 
and the followirz German players: 
Hilda Heinrich, Anna _ Gaerling, 
Bertel Spanier, Gertrude Faerber, 
Ernst Rotmund and Hildegard 
Kehnert. 

Fox is preparing stories for three 
direct-shot Spanish pictures, which 
is a Hollywood record for recent 
months. Stories are ‘Springtime in 
Autumn,” for Catalina Barcena; 
‘The Gypsy,’ for Jose Mojica, and 
‘The Athletic Teacher,’ for Raul 
Roulien, 

John Stone, in charge of the 
studio’s foreign production, expects 
complete ‘The Last Man on 


Fox has denied reports that it 








his return. 


would follow Metro’s lead in dis- 


Company in meanwhile is in dif- 
ficulties so he took it out in stock, 
part time payments and a $5,000 
a year job to continue indefinitely 
as head of the laboratory. 


The summary of the taxes paid 
by the industry in Canada, with the 
theatre owners paying the toll in 
the final analysis, is as follows: 

Amusement taxes, $2,000,000; cen- 
sorship, $200,000; license fees, $20,- 
000; customs duties on films, $400,- 
000; customs duties on accessories 
and equipment, $130,000; general 
taxes paid by film exchanges, $150,- 
000; theatre seat taxes, $230,000; real 
estate and business taxes, includ- 
ing corporation levies, $2,000,000; 
total, $5,130,000. 


continuing all foreign production, or 
at least synchronization, in Holly- 
wood. 


OSSO-PITTALUGA TALK 
FRANCO-ITALIAN DEAL 


Rome, Oct. 1. 
Adolphe Osso has been in Rome 
making a contract with the Cines- 
Pittaluga producing firm for a new 


ers activities during performances. 

Union asserts that its members 
have a right to make a living and 
appealed to the organization of 
cinema employees which has backed 
up butchers in their contention. 
Both unions have advised exhibitors 
that if they don’t back down, a 
strike will be called for the middle 
of October, 


Finland’s Native Film 


Two Is Too Many, So 
MG Lets 2d Russe 
Story Go by Boards 


Culver City, Oct. 10. 
Having one Russian. story in 
‘Rasputin,’ Metro has decided to 
Shelve temporarily its Soviet story, 
on which writers have been working 











Gov’t Backed Jungle Film 
Stockholm, Sept. 29. 
Swedish government is sending 
Gustave Bolintha down to Africa 
to make a travel film of the Sahara 
and in the Belgian Congo. 
Will be exhibited commercially 
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ago, made by an American camera- | quota or tax hardships as imposed | try and that further taxation Capt. Waters, indie. will handle / ing scenes in pictures bw in preps 

man, European countries, } Would be disastrous, the dubbing process in Paris. j aration. 


jin other 














FEEM REVEEWS 














Moderate rating as entertainment 








prides himself on a loyal ancestry 








‘Luise’ (Porten). 
drama with human elements 
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20 VARIETY 
—— = —— = ee a 
HAT CHECK GIRL readily apparent that he’s a de- out of the shadows to kill him, with SPEED MADNESS 
cidedly unsympathetic fellow, a Miniater : Reviews Helen naturally under suspicion. 

Fox production and release. Directed|knave who shatters all the ideals e Her cop friend, of course, has to ar- Richard Talmadge production and Capitag 
by Maen haioted mee niine Kiele to which the film fans subscribe, rest her, and it’s he again that later ey Hy ay | mn ge yy 
and Barry Conners from Rian James’ and in combination, all this is not ‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox). Mod- clears her, with that leading to the R. Condon, Cast: Lucien Littlefield, Chag, 
novel. Dialog by Arthur Kober. Glen | S0ing to reflect well for benefit of ; altar. Sellon, Nancy Drexel, Pat O'Malley, Hunt» 
MacWilliams, photog. At the Roxy, | boxoffice. erate entertainer whose chief Banal as the story is, the dialog is | ley Gordon, Matthew Betz, Wade Botel 
New York, week of Oct. 7. Running It’s obvious indeed therefore why trouble will be at the box of- worse, but there are a few human Donald Keith. a er ,e.. A. ae 
time, 63 mins, the Capitol is ballyhooing Mr. and fice. Sally Eilers and Ben Lyon atre one day, _ = ” 

; + ee Mg a aa seeveees Sally Eilers | Mrs. John Gilbert as the co-stars. featured. = — biesiinl ike . Running time 61 mins. 

: Moline. ..eees coe ‘ n Lyon Vircini Sieeen M Gilb ‘ Bickford walks roug par 

: Jessie King....3+. eseeees-Ginger Rogers| Virginia ruce .e oe ts wore gts ‘Downstairs’ (Metro). John as though he hated the job and Imitative society drama with 

f soe Reese if + eoecccecesss Monroe Owsley gives a good account o erse as Gilbert too unsympathetically wanted to get it over with as quick- Richard Talmadge who doesn’t ex- 

+f Ornwall..seceeseees-Arthur Pierson | the bride of the butler who is some- l ible hile Mayo Methot . 

s Dan McCoy....seececes+.-.Noel Madison | what taken with the dashing chauf- cast in a role of his own writ- y as possibie, w yo oll actly suggest the social register, in 

t Tony Carlucci...e......-Dewey Robinson ~ ing, although that and the as the other girl is believable—when | tne lead,.surrounded by an able cast 

Walter Marsh........++-Harolad Goodwin|feur. She is Lilliangish-like in . her dialog doesn’t get too stupid irgel t bout a shi 

j Mrs. Marsh.,......s+ss+-Bulalie Jensen;Some of her wistful moments and presence of his wife, Virginia Kauf. Story largely centers a ag Fhe 

: Collins ..... seceeeecseees. Purnell Pratt| evidences gocd possibilities. Bruce, can be capitalized for : yard, with a tame spee at race 

} Paul Lukas is quite convineing as b. 0. for the punch. Has ee yee 
the stout-hearted head menial who Historical NO LIVING WITNESS but in spite of camera an —~ 


advantages it does not measure up 
to the top. Can single at the cheaper 


won't mean moderate rating at the/of servitude in the same peer’s A Ralph M. Like production and May- 

box office in this case. ‘Hat Check | lineage. and a good cast. Ought to be fair release, presented by George Ww. admissions or top a double header, 

ame ; In that premise alone lies the box office, but. print shown in || Weeks. Directed by E. Mason Hopper. | But it falls short of the punch which 

Girl lacks the cast name strength ilable, is Supervised by Cliff Broughton. Story and sser, and will 
New York, best available, would make it a gro » 


to put a so-so programmer over the 
line. A couple of likable perform- 





principal deficiency of ‘Downstairs,’ 
although there’s no eclipsing the 
prime handicap of having your 
screen hero so knavishly patterned 


very bad and makes it impos- 
sible to judge. 
‘Gold’ (Majestic). Jack Hoxie 


continuity by Norman Houston. Edited by 
Byron Robinson. Photography by Jules 
Cronjager. Recording by Dean Daly. As- 


sistant director, Vernon Keaye. At Loew's 


need to be pushed to get results. 
Has the familiar foundation of a 
rich man’s son who is a polite loafer 


4 ances by Sally Eilers and Ben Lyon : N York f Oc 
‘ as is Gilbert’ ine Set ew York, or one day, t. 5./ until it is necessary to go to work 
and a number of gam displays by Thi S sspematic sasige in and out of another murder Running time, 65 mins. i der t in the girl. Quite off- 
or & centering of interest on|! charge. Little novelty but will {| Jerry Bennett...........+..-Gilbert Roland | in order to w s 
the former are the assets. The story | the ‘downstairs’ side of a baron’s isf , h lar customers Clyde Corbin........ssesaeee+.-Noah Beery | handedly ne fires the crooked super- 
‘nto ehtat handleah. social life can’t possibly interest as oat sfy the i ~ ‘ Carol Everett.......+++++..--Barbara Kent |intendent of his father’s shipyard 
Th: Di Sid Le much as what they’d like to see in No Living Witness (May- Emilia eeeece seeececcseeesss+Carmel Myers and draws his own designs for a 
at rector Sidney Lanfield | the ‘upstairs’ angle. That’s why the fair). Set in right, plus proper =e Seemananneetoneewses ge ae, _ boat. If the boat wins, his father’s 
knew what he was up against in the | few shots of the drawing room at- advertising and exploitation, TL eee ey Carol Naish | Shipyard gets a big order which 
way of plot is clearly evidenced in| ™osphere held far more allure than this indie-made is okay for rian O LUO AT scocgusscoessy sPUnES. waves a = go to a rival and 
the realistic enough cross-section " Olice Captain. +.ecesseersesees-..John Ince | swamp the old man. 
When . © chains in certain situations EMOGF oo 0-0 cccceses eeececccscccs Monte Carter Crooked gamblers queer the boat 


his handling of Miss Eilers. 
things get slow she starts. strip- 


of the downstairs servants’ menage. 
It may be great inside stuff on how 


No cast names for draw but 


District Attorney..,....Broderick O'Farrell 
Harry Newton..... acccece Arthur Millett 





which blows up Guring the race, but 





the boy is tipped as to the cause 
and has a showdown which gets him 
the contract. 

Evenly spaced with Talmadge’s 
gymnastic show-offs, a jump out of 
a grandstand, a leap from a gallery, 
a fight on a succession of lumber 
piles, a scramble over the rigging 
of a sailing ship (a floating ‘gam- 
bling hell’), a little polo and a lot 
of fist fighting that is not always 
convincing enough to be exciting, 
though one of the fights is effec~ 
tively photographed in silouhette, 
during a night sequence. Not a pic- 
ture for the logical minded, but 


well-knit story that’s action- 
ful. 

‘Speed Madness’ (Capitol). 
Richard Talmadge in athletic 
stunts, with some excitement 
about a speed boat race. Not 
necessarily a double header on 
the lesser stands, but better 
doubled up. 

‘The Crusader’ (Majestic). 
Too silly, unreal and bromidic 
to warrant attention. 

_*My Pal the King’ (U). One 
of Tom Mix’s best. A natural 


POCtyY RAGIN. ccccccscccecioss James Cooley 
Eddie Schrabe........+.....Gordon DeMain 





a-baron’s dinner parties are plotted, 
but they’d rather see the real par- 
ties in full swing and let the 
culinary side of it go as a matter 
of course. 
Unfortunately, furthermore, that 
this impression of Gilbert is so un- 
smpathetic otherwise as he is quite 
: , effective in such dashing roguishly 
dal columnist series, although it/romantic moments as there are. He 
plays down the paragrapher in| impresses handily and would have 
favor of a routine romance between | effected a corking top-side impres- 
a young millionaire playboy and a|sion had the script structure been 
night club hat check girl. The col-/jess harsh. And there’s no gain- 
4 umnist who doub!es in blackmail is saying the new Mrs. Gilbert’s al- 
shot at about the three-quarter|/lure, for Miss Bruce, despite this 





ping. After the first peeling, which 
occurs before the picture has gone 
five minutes, she takes two encores. 
: It’s a help each time, but only mo- 
’ mentary, for after the reveaiments 
the picture must fall back on the 
story. : 

This is number 6,842 of the scan- 


POR AT tar Rs: 1 





Combines most elements. that 
make for box office under proper 
booking and exploitation. An inde- 
pendent production, it rates more 
than indie playing time alone. De- 
pending on the situation, the run 
and admission scale, chains can spot 
the picture for a day or two or on 
double bills without any worry. 
Loew’s New York, daily change, 
dated for a Wednesday when house 
does not double feature, indicating 


eS 


ps a 


mark and the playboy is suspected. 
They don’t prolong the agony long, 
for the real murderer is quickly ap- 
prehended. for the benefit of a 
snappy happy ending. There’s a 
suggestion of gangster stuff that 
quickly fades out and the usual 
details that go with night club 
yarns. 

Dialog brighter than average and 
in keeping with the brisk playing 
of the principals, Ben Lyon’s light 
comedying uncovers a new side of 


this standard leading man and may | tation Walter von Molo from a novel by 


picture, will find it a stepping stone. 
Abel. 


Cinema release 
Porten. 


for kids and different enter- 
tainment for most of the 
adults. 











Luise, Konigin Von 


_  Preussen 


(‘Louise, Queen of Prussia’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Henny Porten Production. Aesociated 
- . ae! Stars Henny 
Direction Carl Froehlich. Adap- 


for the houses for which it is in- 
tended. 
tional time limit and profiting from 
the condensation. , 

opera with Hoxie’s nag, Dynamite, 
coming in for a share of the credit. 
Can hold its own with the bulk of 
the westerns and better than many. 


Rather under the conven- 


A good horse 


Hoxie quits ranching to join a 


that chain judged it better than the 
average indie-made, 


‘No Living Witness’ has much 
more story and situation as well as 
novelty than it has talent to carry 
it out. Noah Beery, the menace, 
takes major portion of the footage 
and where he means anything, that 
may aid the picture. The others 
are Gilbert Roland, out of step as 
the assistant district attorney, and 
Barbara Kent, Carmel Myers, Otis 
Harlan, J. Carol Naish and Monte 
Carter. 


probably a knockout in those houses 
where they cheer the hero and hiss 
the villain. Dialog is often well 
done, but not evenly good, bright 
writing alternating with conven- 
tional talk stretches. Sets are pretty 
fair, but the best work is outdoors 
with a fine location in a shipyard. 
Getting down to the final analysis, 
the picture is a horse opera without 
the horses. 

Talmadge is agile rather than able 
in the lead and gets good support 
from Lucien Littlefield and Charles 
Sellon, with other well known play- 


Fred Hildebrandt. Camera Friedel Behn- sh. He befriends an old - A 
song ad new chapter of picture life Grund. At the Europa, N. Y., on grind nel ooo is trying to jump his While he isn’t known, Naish’s ers carrying lesser roles. Nancy 
a run, beginning Oct. 4. Running time 93 alf. Th jl- | Performance on quality § stands/ py l is an agreeable heroine with 
Miss Eilers looks nice with plenty | Mins. claim and gives him hast, “gh ahead of the others tyra - Ohi 
and without clothes and is always | Que" Louise.........-......Henny Porten lains buy the latter’s share and then ; little to do. JAC. 
better than her part. Monree Owsley King Frederick......... Gustaf Gruendgens | shoot him to get the money back. Portions of the dialog lack both 
aoe cece eee hate th : Prince Louis Ferdinand... Ekkehard Arendt | Hoxie is under suspicion, and that | color and strength, but the short- 
re gers e their cus-|Czar Alexander........Wladimir Gaiderow queers him with the girl who is, of | comings of film in that direction are THE CRUSADER 


Count von Stein.........Friedrici Kayssler 
Countess VOSs....+ee0.0+++-Helene Fehdmer 
Napoleon. .+. --Paul Gunther 


overshadowed by the action, story 
having the virtue of moving along 
at a brisk pace after once getting 


tomary assignments of villian and 
wise cracking girl friehd of the 
heroine respectively. The caster 


course, the dead man’s daughter. By 
a trick he gets the arch villain shot 
by his own men, who suppose him 


Majestic (indie) production and release, 
Directed by Frank Strayer. Based on a& 
play by Wilson Collison; adapted by Ede 





played safe with both of ’em, for 
i¢ to be Hoxie’s aide. Then he gets| started. That’s about the second "Lowe. At the Beacon, N. Y¥., 

they deliver. Bige. German film producers are rapidly | tne girl while the disgusted Dyna- | reel. Segiunins Oct. T. Running time, 65 mins. 
Tess Brandon....+.+e+e+++++-<Evelyn Brent 





ruining what market they have in| mite turns tail and walks out on his; 4 jittle here and there has been Phillip Brandon H. B. Warner 
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master, which gives a good finish to 


‘a 


DOWNSTAIRS 


Metro production and release starring Mr. 
and Mrs. John Gilbert (the starring for 


office expediency). Directed by Monta 


America by sending over pictures 
of this type. 
to feel, 
Virginia Bruce is unofficial and a _ box- | Americans. And anything isn’t good 
enough, 


Anything, they seem | * 


is good enough for the 


It’s possible that ‘Luise’ is 


not badly told tale, 
Hoxie keeps the sympathy of the 


spectator welland Lafe McKee gives 
some real acting as the grizzled old 
grafter who works on Hoxie’s sym- 


Len et “Y ad Melillo Bebe n+ thie He plays a drunken scene 
ore o2ee an eiville aker; cam- ’ s. 
era, Harold Rosson: film eeditor, Conrad | @ good picture. There’s no way aa ten a A Hooper Atchley is a 


A. Nervig. 
viewed at the Capitol, N. Y., week of 
Oct. 7, and day-and-dating at Loew’s 


Metropolitan, Brooklyn, at the same time. 








Albert. .sccses, Sevecccccccccce.ie aul Lukes 
BRB . ccrvicecs pecoevesccesee Virginia Bruce 
Countess..... eoseeseececsss- Hedda Hopper 
ATOM. oc cvaccnccces seeeeees Reginald Owen 
PON oc dubvadeccccctnes Olga Baclanova 
EDs o'er vckwcoeCvesedeceees Bodil Rosing 
DLT Miia ta 80 Che dlns 6045 04R%000 Otto Hoffman 
Francoise...... «++-Lucien Littlefield 
Antoinette...... eeoeees-Marion Lessing 





John Gilbert who used to be a 
scenario writer himself must have 
known what he was about when he 
didn’t do right by himself with this 
acript. Maybe, by some mental 
whim, Gilbert figured that, since 
among his ‘used to be’s’ could be 
included his scintillation as a pash 
screen favorite, he decided to make 
his ‘ex’ career 100%. by fashioning 
a story such as this is for himself. 
Anybody knowing Gilbert may well 
appreciate this trend of thought. 

That the studio, however, should 
sanction this convincer on Gilbert’s 
cinematic undoing is something else 
again. 

But being still in the business of 
boxoffice—although there can be 
Ways and means devised to achieve 
such purposes—Metro weuld rather 
benefit at the gate than otherwise. 
Hence, one wonders, why Metro 
permitted Gilbert to make himself 
so scoundrelish a fellow. It is an 
even greater mystery than the men- 
tal process that prompted Gilbert, 


the actor-author, to so negatively 
paint himself. 

For Gilbert, as Karl, the chauf- 
feur, is a rat indeed. He’s a home- 
breaker, a heart-wrecker (that 
part of it would be okay for the 
gate by itself) and also a black- 
mailer, an ingrate, a double-dealer 


and double-x’er and everything else 
that goes with it. Yea, verily, Gil- 
bert hasn’t spared himself. 

He’s shown gypping an a. k. cook 
out of plenty in order to finance his 
elopment with the bride of the but- 
ler who is his superior in the Vien- 
nese baron’s estate. 

No amount of press agentry can 
overcome all these attributes for 
he’s by no means the ‘romantic 
rogue’ the press-sheets allege. It's 


Running time, 77 mins.; re-|of telling. 
shown here is so hopelessly dull and | 5 
with such exceptionally bad sound 
apgperets via ae tae kaa wie ...John Gilbert|that there is no possible way of 
passing judgment on its quality. 


The print that is being 


Film is a historical thing and hard 
to follow at best. With the sound] r 
going up and down the scale at 
every other moment, it becomes 
practically a necessity to consult 
the synopsis in the theatre program 
in order to unravel the situations. 
And there may be people who think 
that’s too much trouble. 


There are several things which 
will help the film build to some sort 
of box office security in America, | ! 
despite its shabbiness. Foremost is 
the fact that the distributors have 
spent the past couple months care- 
fully building up interest in it, even 


story is an interestingly human one | ! 
that ought to appeal on its own. 

Henny Porten, one of Germany’s 
finest actresses, is happily cast in 
the title role, despite the fact that 
it was necessary to use soft focus 
photography not to make her look 
too old. 

She’s still a charming personality 
and an actress who knows her audi- 
ence, Gustaf Grundgens in the the 
part of the wavering King Frederick 
turns in a good performance that’s 
by no means outstanding and Carl 
Froehlich seems to have turned in 
a good directorial effort, judging by 
some of the long shots. But all 
criticism is necessarily tempered, 
because of inability to judge from 
the shabby print. Kauf. 


( 





Outline of this story is the hero 
who is suspected of murder and who 
has to prove his innocence to win 
the girl. Trite and with little new 








material, but a serviceable product 


and locations. 
rection intelligent. Chic. 


Charles Bickford and Helen Chanler. 
rection by Nicholas Grinde. Story by Frank 
Frank Cavett and Edwards Roberts. Screen 


Joe.... 


capital heavy. Alice Day almost 


vercomes a poorly written part. 


Camera work goes in too much for 
oft focus on the exteriors. There 


is a difference between the soft and 
the out of focus effect. Some of the 


iding bits are well done for angles 
Sound good.and di- 





VANITY STREET 


Columbia production and release. poctnees 


»lay by Gertrude Purcell. Camera, Joseph 


August. At the Albee, Brooklyn, week of 
Oct. 8 Running time, 67 mins, 

Brian....ecceoesssececeeeseCharies Bickford 
JEanie, oveccoscccceescooses + Helen Chandler 
Fern. ooccccccccostencepecoses. »- Mayo Methot 


to the serialization in German pa- | Mr.’ Kerr. .iiliisceeeccecens  ATnUr Hoyt 
pers of the story. Besides that the Shorty cereece sccoveresseces Raymond Hatton 


tose Marie... .ceceescessess Ruth Channing 
ov cecceessoee....-Dolores Rey 
eerscevecseess-Claudia Morgan 


eeeee 






Mary ‘Ann... eocecs eben cdeccveseavece Ann Fay 
Mary Ann's Mother. Katherine Claire Ward 
Mrs, Dantry.. 


coveccccooccecc. + Mary Beaty 
TTOZAN. s+ +e eeceeeseersesess+ Dutch Hendria 
oe vceseeeecccessessess Eddie Boland 


-_—-— -—— 


Not much originality or sparkle 


to this one, but it has one or two 
fairly human situations that save it 
from being a complete bust. 
as a fair programmer. 


Rates 


Helen Chandler, who’s never got- 


ten half the chance she seems to 
deserve, is the best of a fairly good 
cast and almost makes some of the 
more 
ceptable. 


unbelievable situations ac- 


It all starts with Helen in her fa- 
wide- 


GOLD vorite role of an innocent, 

eyed young minx in trouble and 
Majestic production and release, starring | hungry. She smashes a window fig- 
Jack Hoxie. Story by Jack_Natteford.| uring that'll get her a warm bed 
Continuity by Scott Darling. Directed by | anq@ a square meal in jail, and the 
Otto Brower, Art Reed, Chas. Marshall, | ., “ ~ > 
camera. Carl Crain, sound, 8. Roy Luby, | COPPe! (Charles Bickford) instead 
editor. Cast: Alice Day, Jack Clifford, | gets her some food and a job in the 
Hooper Atchley, Tom Lcndon, Matthew | ‘lollies.’ Strangely enough, he 
Betz, Robert Kortman, Lafe McKee, Jack aan? e ner 
Byron. At Ioew's New York theatre one + al ry to — lov Pg ao 
day, Oct, 4, as half double bill, Running | though they continue friendly. Shc 
time 48 mins. falls madly in love with him, but 


he’s still an iron man. So she gocs 
out night clubbing with Val French, 


the wicked gigolo, who entices her 


At the last min- 
on him, though, 


to his apartment. 
ute she runs out 


borrowed by the producers from 
several directions. The mouthpiece 
element is one, with Beery as an 
attorney whose scruples are con- 
spicuous by their absence. As the 
story goes on its way, Beery be- 
comes almost forgotten as a mouth- 
piece, his activities in fleecing an 
cut-of-towner through a race track 
swindle crowding the attorney angle 
out, 

The swindle is maneuvered in a 
unique fashion and, having convic- 
tion, intensifies considerably the ap- 
preciation of the story from that 
viewpoint, 

Another borrowed situation brings 
up the finish. It’s the ‘Front Page’ 
gag, in this case with the young 
D. A. instructing his office to pick 
up at the railroad station the girl 
who accepts his engagement ring, 
but refuses to cancel the immediate 
return home. She had arranged to 
leave during a burn when it ap- 
peared the d. a. was cheating on 
her, whereas actually he was work- 
ing with a woman investigator from 
his office in an attempt to save her 
father from being cheated and 
rolled. Technically much above the 
indie standard. Char. 


Jimmie Dale. ..cccccccescccccess Lew Cody 
Eddie Crane. ..ccccccsereseces +» Ned Sparks 
Joe Carson... cccovcaccogece. Walter Byron 
Marcia Brandon,..++.seees+-Marceline D 
Robert Henley....sseeseeseeJohn St. Pol 
Oscar Shane.....++ee+eeeeee+-Arthur 





Artificial characters throughout 
make ‘The Crusader’ just another 
indie. It is a shame because the 
cast has plenty of salable names 
and the production is well mounted. 
The grinds may slip this in for an 
emergency day. Actually, it doesn’t 
rate anything more. 

Producers can thank the director 
and the adapter for what might 
have been a good all round feature, 
being just what it is. There’s no 
excuse, even in the indie field these 
days, for timid city editors, repor- 
ters who bulldoze managing edi- 
tors, and police chiefs, and for dis- 
trict attorneys who take up sev- 
eral minutes of film running time 
to preach to newspapermen. 

Ned Sparks can do a good tough 
reporter. There’s a limit, however, 
even to that. When the managing 
editor makes it a practice to break 
the window pane in his own door 
every time this reporter leaves, the 





(Continued on page 33) 





The Woman’s Angle 








‘The Sporting Age’ (Col). 


mildly diverting programmer. 
‘ 


‘The Crusader’ 


movies in between household tasks, 
*‘Maedchen in Uniform’ (Froelich) 


boarding school. 





and another sweetheart of his comes! Support, 


Entertaining love 
Knapp’s new-found style sense weld this he-man action drama 


a mercilessly prosecuting district attorney. 
production result in tepid fare for neighborhood ladies, killing time at the 


Evalyn 
into a 


interest and 





‘Downstairs’ (MGM)—Romance in the kitchen, comedy above stairs; 
a risky reversal of the conventional formula. 
interested in the loves of chauffeurs, cooks, butlers and serving maids, 
and they are disappointed to find John Gilbert giving his best talker 
performance as a charming rogue who’s more rogue than charming. 


Fanettes are not deeply 





(Majestic)—Scandal raising its head in the home of 


Drawless cast and stereotype 





Harsh, unrelenting discipline, nur- 


turing dangerously pent-up emotion in one of the pupils at a German 
Film's advance hint of morbid scandal reaches beyond 
the drawing power of the average foreign release, while its wholesome 


to compelling entertainment for older fanettes. 





*‘Hat-Check Girl’ (Fox)—Cinderclla of the hat-check room meeting 
Prince Charming against a night-club backzround of gun-mcn and 
blackmailers. An attractive theme _loses itself in its own variations 
and neccs a more sophisticated actress than Sclly E'ievs to win strong 
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: in nearly 200 of America’s 

: leading theatres 

7 FRIDAY, OCT. 14: 

| “THE PHANTOM _ 





OF ' —" <i . = 
Cag en Re Oe 


e3 S td | A si ASS 


CRESTWOOD’ 


MILLIONS HAVE HEARD IT ON THE AIR! 


Thousands Upon Thousands are mailing in 
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a The UNFINISHED mystery 
% drama that thrilled mil- 
lions on the air... now on 
the screen with a million 
thrills!...and a cast of 
ALL ELECTRIC LIGHT NAMES 


KAREN MORLEY 
RICARDO CORTEZ 


H. B. WARNER 
PAULINE FREDERICK 
ROBERT McWADE 
AILEEN PRINGLE 
“SKEETS’ GALLAGHER 
MARY DUNCAN 
GAVIN GORDON 
ANITA LOUISE 
ROBERT ELLIOTT 
IVAN SIMPSON 
HILDA VAUGHN 
GEORGE E. STONE 
SAM HARDY 
MATTY KEMP 
TOM DOUGLAS 


CLARENCE F. WILSON 
EDDIE STURGIS 
Directed by J. Walter Ruben 
Screen Play by Bartlett Cormack 
David O. Selznick, Executive Producer 
Merian C. Cooper, Associate Producer 
Ls 
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RK 
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2,010 PICTURES 


their solutions in the $6,000.00 Prize Contest. 


EVERYONE WANTS TO SEE THIS PICTURE THAT WAS SOLD 
TO THE PUBLIC AS NO OTHER PICTURE WAS EVER SOLD! 


57 Radio Stations of the great NBC Red Network have 


broadcast the story for six consecutive weeks to the world’s 
largest radio audience. 


$6,000.00 In Cash Prizes have been offered for the 


best original solutions to the mystery.. 


40 Full Page Advertisements have been published 


in all the leading motion picture fan magazines. 


333 Radio Page Display advertisements have ap- 


peared in 111 leading metropolitan newspapers. 


10 Million Heralds have been distributed, 50,000 posters 
displayed, 1800 window and store displays have been made in 
Woolworth stores from coast to coast, featuring Mystery Mag- 
azine's serialization of the story. Hundreds of radio dealers 
have featured the RCA-Victor tieup and thousands of columns 
of publicity and pictures have been published in the most com- 
prehensive motion picture merchandising campaign ever presented. 





All America Wants to Know 


a is OADCAST SPECIAL 9 Who Killed Jenny Wren? 
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LON G* LIME. <TH KING! 
GREATER TODAY 


Than Ever Before at the Box-Office! 




















A new generation is waiting 
to laugh through its tears at 
the screen’s greatest humor- 
ist... and the old timers, who 
chuckle in advance when his 
name is mentioned, are stand- 
ing in line by the million to 
see him again in the comedies 
that made him immortal!... 


CHARLII 


CHAPLIN, 


unnier Than Ever With Music and Sound/ 


f 
“EASY STREET’? OPENS . 
FRIDAY IN HALF A HUN- 
DRED RKO HOUSES FROM 
COAST TO COAST 
including it 





















‘8 





a. 





Mayfaeir,New York Golden Gate, 

















Palace, Cincinnati Sen Francisco 

Majestic, Dallas ~ Orpheum, Seattle 

Keiths, Dayton Downtown, Detroit 

Hollywood, Fort Worth Emboyd, Fort Wayne 

Majestic, Houston Missouri, St. Lovis * 


Orpheum, Los Angeles Rivoli, Toledo 
Orpheum, NewOrleans Palace, St. Paul 
Orpheum, Portiand Palace, Rochester 
Orpheum, SaltLakeCity Palace, Newark 
Majestic, San Antonio Keiths, Washington 






Reissued by 






VAN BEUREN CORPORATION 














-— —s 














Tuesday, October 11, 1932 VARIETY 23 






























































P BLISTERING DRAMA OF THOSE 
! WHO FACE THE MUSIC WHEN 


THE JURY GUESSES WRONG! 


The judge set an hour and a place for the boy to die .. . so, 
the prison doctors worked all night to save his life that the 
electric chair might have its prey at dawn!...That’s... 














The world beyond the 
deathhouse flamed red 


with hopeless dreams... 
we 
Gripping . . . powerful ... deeply 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































human is this story of a youth 


in love and the fate that almost 
crushed him in the ruthless 


























machinery of the law! 
° 


with 


MARIAN MARSH 


Reginald Denny. . Richard 

Bennett . . Norman Foster 

Irving Pichel . . Nydia West- 

man .. Thomas Jackson.. 
* 


Directed by Victor Schertzinger 
from the story by William A. Drake 


J.G. BACHMANN 
°8£o 8 £44.60 & 


Add Another to the List of RKO-RADIO Money Pictures... “A 
BILL OF DIVORCEMENT”, “BIRD OF PARADISE”, “13 WOMEN", “THE MOST 
DANGEROUS GAME”, “HELL'S HIGHWAY", “BRING ’EM BACK ALIVE", “THE 
AGE OF CONSENT”, “HOLD 'EM JAIL”, “THE PHANTOM OF CRESTWOOD" 
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wheels of the locomotive were about 
18 inches in diameter. 
These were cut out of the compo- 
board and backed with sign paper | 
on which the wheels were painted. | 
Then the blades were removed from 
a couple of electric fans and re-| 
placed with a disc with spoxes. The | 
fans were so adjusted that the} 
shadow of the fans’ hub centered | 
with the hubs of the painted wheels. 
Backed by a single electric light be- 





hind each fan the suggestion of | 

rapid motion was created with a 

minimum of effect. 
Before building the engine it} 


should be remembered that fans re- 
volve clockwise, so the engine should | 
be headed so that the revolutions 
will give the proper forward motion. | 
Otherwise the train may appear to 
be backing up. 


Books, Too 

Even book publishers seem to be 
alive to the value of exploitation 
now and then. Crime Club got 
some advance notice from the re- 
viewers by sending out a short sec- 
tion of half-inch manila rope with 
a tag saying that too much rope 
was a clue to the detective in ‘Rope 
to Spare,’ the club's October entry. 

Should get the attention of the 
literary pickers, partly because it is 
so unusual for them to get other 
than the customary advance letter. 


Sketch Club 


Exhibitor who goes for his school 
affiliations has found a new angle 
through the art class. Two weeks | 
in advance of his show he supplies 
the teacher with a set of stills he 
expects to use. These are copied 
by the pupils on sheets of art paper 
supplied by the theatre. 

Six or eight of the best are then 
put on display in the lobby and a 
ticket goes to each successful con- 
testant. 





Babies for ‘Event’ 

Loew's State, N. Y., which has 
been going in for extra work on its 
fronts lately, developed a highly ef- 
fective display on ‘Blessed Event’ 
which probably cost less than some 
other recent efforts and yet sold a 
lot more attention. 

Cutout storks, flying in opposite 
directions from the box office at the 
bottom of the banner, carried in 
their bills dolls about 18 inches long 
swathed in blankets. 

Bundled babies swung in the 
breeze and proved eye-catchers. Far 
more effective than a couple of bas 
reliefs of the birds as detorations 
on the corner boards. 


Plug One 

Very few film features offer 6o 
many points that a dozen good sell- 
ing items can be dug up. It is bet- 
ter to pick one idea and sell that 
strongly than to half heartedly try 
to talk about half dozen. 

Study the story. Figure what 
will be the best point of contact, 
drive that point home in all the ad- | 
vertising and keep at it. Results are 
more apt to accrue than when half 
a dozen gags are each given a mild 
play with no one thing being driven | 
home. 








Lobby Broadcast 


Los Angeles. 
Orpheum capitalized on the gossip 
chatterer idea in ‘Okay America,’ 
by using a youthful broadcaster in 
the outer lobby during run of the 
picture. 
events from the dailies, as well as 


lowdown on the picture, framing his | 


talk to conform to the ‘Winchell 
patter. Mike was connected to a 
loud speaker at the sidewalk line, 
and the stunt attracted consider- 
able comment. 


Schnozzle Parade 
Chicago. 
Horning in on the red torchlight 
parade in honor of Gov. Roosevelt, 
Balaban & Katz dressed up a band- 
wagon with posters and announce- 


ments on ‘Phantom President’ open- | 


ing at the UA. 
Following this display 150 kids 
marched as a schnozzle brigade. 


Noses a la Durante were obtained 


from a novelty supply house and 
the kids were paid off in B. & K. 
passes. 


Ben Serkowich’s idea which Fddie | 


Solomon put through for the house. 
Radio Passwords 

Radio passwords seem to be get- 

ting popular. Generally a spiel is 

carried in some local program with 


|to his 


|} to the winner. Nothing for the also- 


jrans. Contest ran two weeks. 
Morning Mats 
There seems to be more or less 





the gag successfully on ‘Grand Ho- 
tel,, and reports no kickback. 


Pop Contest Clicked 


Seattle. 

FWC just pulled pop biz gal con- 
test thai really got somewhere. For 
instance, one booster plunked down 
enough kale for 2,000 tickets at the 
Coliseum, casting the votes for his 
fav. Oct. 4 was the date for the 
special 10:30 p. m. for this gang. 
The buyer handed out the ducats 
customers and thus used 
same for advertising and good will, 
as well as helping his fav. Award 
was tri» to Orient and $100 cash 





friction as to who was the first to 
stage a morning performance for 
stenogs to see ‘Age of Consent,’ 
with the typists looking at the pic- 
ture before going to work. 

If it is of any importance, . fhe 
idea is 10 or 12 years old, and was 
in all probability first worked in At- 
lanta. Original layout gave the pic- 
ture (a business girl title) a seven 
o'clock showing, with the stenogs 
given a light breakfast and then 
taken to their offices in promoted 
buses, bannered for the picture. 
This last was a valuable angle, in 
that it got the buses on the street 
about the time the rest of the busi- 
ness people were going to work. 

The idea has been used intermit- 
tently ever since, but the credit 
seems to belong in Atlanta. It still 
is a good stunt. Just because an 
idea is an old one ih one town is 
no arg iment that it has no value in 
other places. 


Flowers for Mothers 

Someone cut in the Warner Cleve- 
land oflice seems full of ideas—good 
ones Here's one of the newest 
gags. 

Cleveland florists were promoted 
to supply flowers. Maternity hos- 
pitals notified the press department 
daiiy of new arrivals, and each 
mother was promptly presented with 
a bouquet and a nice letter of con- 
gratulation.. Mention was made of 
‘Life Begins.’ 

Of course, the mother does not 
hop out of bed and rush to the box 
office, but all the friends who come 
to see the new baby gets'a whiff of 
the flowers and hear about the pic- 
ture, and it not only makes imme- 
diate business but lasting good will. 

Same idea can be worked on 
‘Blessed Event’ if that comes in 
ahead of ‘Begins.’ 


Shearer Cup Race 


Baltimore. 
One of the most successful and 
least expensive exploitation stunts 


nabe house, cards were dis- 
tributed, ‘Warning—Snakes 
have been seen in Five Points 
theatre.’ 

Fletcher Thorington pulled a 
hot one with the idea. He 
booked ‘Tarzan’ and capitalized 
on the advertising. 

‘Snakes? Certainly. We also 
have lions, tigers and elephants 
....all in “Tarzan of Apes.”’ 
He put up displays of snakes 
in the lobby. 

Local papers thought the in- 
cident funny and Thorington 
got some good publicity. House 
went non-union several weeks 
ago. 











‘Merry-Go-Round’ Helps 

George Brown, exploitation head 
for Columbia, has gone the full dis- 
tance on the press book for ‘Wash- 
ington ‘Merry Go-Round.’ 

It’s all there from the billing to 
program stuffers, and all written to 
advertise the picture to the man 
who will bay admission tickets. 

There are accessories of all sorts, 
from the makings of a campaign 
parade to marquee hangers, and a 
wealth of practical stunts for ex- 
dloitation to apply to the picture 
and are not merely exploitation 
stunts, To supplement the 12-page 
double-sized books there are five 
double broadsides of newspaper ads 
from one inch up, 69 in all. By and 
large it’s the top record to date. 


Sells by Sample 


Columba has prepared a four- 
page folder titled ‘Let us help you 
get extra profits with Columbia Pic- 
tures.’ Inside it lists the various 
exploitation and advertising serv- 
ices offered in conjunction with the 
releases with stress on the radio and 
exploitation departments. 
Incidentally it gives a good ex- 
ample of how to advertise in pre- 
sentment of these features. No su- 
perlatives or hot air, just a search- 
ing analysis. 


Reverse English 

Houston. 
‘The idea that the women are 
leading their husbands by the nose 
to their favorite movies is a lot of 
horse feathers,’ declared Jack Chal- 
man, publicity man for the Metro- 
politan, after he had seen the 
maternity ward film ‘Life Begins’ 
do a boxoffice dive to a new low 
here. 

Chalman stood out in front of his 
theatre and saw husband after hus- 
band balk at the show. ‘They took 
one look at those hospital beds and 
white-costumed nurses on the post- 
ers,” Chalman declared, ‘then they 
grabbed wifey by the arm and 





was devised here last week by Lew 
Brown and Bill Saxton for the 
opening of ‘Smiling Through’ at the 
Loew's Stanley. Exploitation was 
in the form of a Norma Shearer 
Cup Race at Havre de Grace, just 
outside of Baltimore. Loew's pre- 
sented a cup in addition to the 
regular purse. Story and pictures 
broke into every daily. and went 
over the press” services’ wires 
throughout the country. 

Most stories specifically men- 
tioned the cup was in honor of Miss 
Shearer whose picture was opening 
the next day at that particular the- 
; atre, 





Chatterer spieled live news | 


ae ths 
‘Whoopee’ Gas Tieup 
Hollywood. 
publicity de- 
advantage of a 


| Fanchon & Marco 
| partment has taken 


gas station scene in ‘Whoopee’ to 
tie up with Gilmore Oil Co., for 


the tab’s coast dates. Oil company 
ig putting out 100,000 heralds, using 
boards and strips on its 24-sheet 
stands, and plugging the unit in its 
radio programs. 

As part of the campaign, a new 





Gilmore slogan will contain the 
word ‘Whoopee.’ 
Hotel Matches 
Toledo. 

For ‘Grand Hotel’ Loew's Valen- 
tine persuaded the Fort Meigs hotel, 
;one of the largest, to paste stickers 
}on all ca‘ds of matches given guests 
or handed out in the coffee shop. 


The hotel also took in 
as did the Secor. 
Theatre save out 5,000 cards of its 
own matches in restaurants and on 
downtown street corners, General 
campaign on the picture was one of 


a one sheet, 


the announcement that some of the the heaviest Wally Caldwell ever 
listeners-in can obtain free admis- | worked, and used about all of the 
sions when the play comes. W Pan | are ideas. 

that happens listeners are told to} Much stress was placed on the 
write password on card, together exclusive showing idea, both in the 
with name and address. Password ;hewspaper and house trailers, with 
changed daily. The first to come the newspapers co-operating nicely. 


dashed into the theatre next door 
to see Laurel and Hardy. 


Get Fishermen 

Warner hustlers in Cleveland 
worked a new slant on ‘Tiger Shark’. 
when they gave a special showing 
for members of the Northern Onio 
Rod and Gun Protective Associa- 
tion. Showing was for the execu- 
tives, which gave access to a mail- 
ing list of 1,500 members, all of 
whom were sent a form letter 
stressing the fishing angle. There 
might not be a similar association 
in your section, but it may be pos- 
sible to obtain the names ard ad- 
dresses of those who took out fish- 
ing licenses last spring. 

It also suggests campaigns 
through the sporting page, particu- 
larly if there is a department for 
| fishermen. Only a side issue, pér- 
haps, but it pays to sell every pos- 
| sible angle on any story, and this is 
one which might escape many man- 
agers. 

For a street pram a seven-footer 
was hired to parade in a raincoat 
placarded with copy for the picture. 
The coat was specially made by the 
Goodyear people, Dick Wright, of 
the Akron theatre doing the proiot- 
ing. It is intended to tour the giant 
with the feature in the other War- 
ner houses in that section. 














Neat Banner 

For the Seventh avenue side of 
the N. Y. Winter Garden Warners 
is using a nice idea for ‘Tiger 
Shark. Translucent sign cloth is 
used with an undersea effect and 
Robinson fighting the shark. Sign 
is lighted from behind. 

To achieve this the theatre has 
simply removed the letters which 
fit on the sign space in front of 
electric bulbs, and these lights give 
a brilliant illumination to the paint- 
ing without the danger of fire. 
Might not work so well where let- 
ters in electric light are used on the 
regular sign, but for the recessed 








source, but sufficiently remote io be 
safe, and keeping this in metion 
with a fan. 


Bridge Gag 

Trying to fight the bridge craze, 
one exhibitor is passing out bridge 
problems every week. Distribution 
is made Monday and Tuesday. No 
prizes are offered for solutions, but 
the following Monday the local 
bridge expert uses a set of large 
cards to play out the hands on the 
stage. It only takes a few minutes, 
but it has bettered business around 
$30 in a small house, and the man- 
ager is only sorry he cannot have 
one for every night. 

The hands are played out at local 
bridge gatherings through the week, 
and that not only interests in the 
problem night, but it gives the thea- 
tre the center of the stage at practi- 
cally every card gathering. - 


It is working so well that the 
manager is figuring on a bridge 
club to meet in the theatre once a 


week, with the problems figuring as 
the star feature, but repeated on the 
stage. Costs nothing, as the expert 
gives lessons and figures that the 
advertising helps. ° 


Service 
Recently when a manager was 
told by a woman patron that she 
did not come more often, since a 
visit was possible only when she 
could get her sister to come over 
and take care of the baby, he got 
an idea. 
He has a list of the names of 
women whose dependability has 
been thoroughly investigated. They 
are all over 30 and many have had 
nursing experience. A call to the 
theatre will bring one of these wom- 
en to the house to take charge 
while the parents visit the picture. 
The more experienced ask $1 for the 
evening, but some get only half that 
price. Often there are 10 to 15 out 
in a single evening. 
Service is not confined to those 
desiring to attend the theatre. For 
a little higher fee the women may 
be engaged for a full evening while 
the parents attend a party. Mothers 
highly appreciate the service and 
not only give their own patronage, 
but their comments are a further 
advertisement of the house. 


— 


Save the Clips 


Save the clippings on the Cagney 
salary strike if you used the Warner 
releases. His first picture under the 
new contract will be ‘Bad Boy,’ un- 
less they change the title, and what 
you can do with that is plenty. 
Offer prizes for the best titles for 
subsequent releases, or- get the 
newspaper to, and ring all the 
changes on the patness of the title. 
Get the columnists working on the 
idea, and sub-bill Cagney as ‘the 
bad boy of the films.’ If you can 
get a couple of girls to write pro- 
tests to the papers, all the better. 
It will all help to put over the 
general idea. 

At the same time campaign on the 
return of the prodigal, and in towns 
where there is a strong reaction it 
should even be possible to stage a 
jubilee parade prior to the first 
showing. i 

May seem a little early to suggest 
gags, with the picture just going 
‘nto work, but save the ideas. 


World Series Free 
Milwaukee? 

Fox Midwesco during the World 
Series put two radios into its dark 
Strand and admitted all comers free. 

Good will. 

Pleases Parents 

Manager with a big kid club 
makes it bring the parents, too. 
Club members stage about half the 
program at each meeting, and some 
of them are rehearsed in skits and 
ensembles. They are getting so 
they perform very nicely. 

This season the last Friday of 
every month is announced as 
‘Parents’ Night’ and between the 
first and second night shows the 
best act of the previous four kid 
shows are repeated for the benefit 
of the grownups. No pay, but the 
youngsters are glad to work for the 
glory., 

Profitable angle is that the 
parents have to take the children 
home after the show is over, which 
helps to clear the house for the 
second night show, and what used 
to be a dead time is now showing a 
nice black on the b. o. reports. 
Only payment is that all the chil- 
dren who take part are treated to 
ice cream and cake at a confection- 
ery next door, and this is promoted 
because the children are given 
cards good for one helping and the 
parental escorts generally buy their 
own, which makes it a three-for- 
two for the store, 





Une way to get them started is to 
plant strong-voiced singérs in vari- 
ous parts of the house to give the 
others confidence. One manager 
uses the idea only one night a weck. 
He gives tickets to a dozen young 
people who like to sing, with the 
understanding tnat they seat thein- 
selves in assigned sections. All of 
them like to sing and are given an 
opportunity to go over the selec- 
tions, with the organist at a piano 
‘backstage. 

When the slides go on, these sing 
right out, and the others, who want 
to sing but are afraid to pine up 
alone, soon join in. The result is 
that the weekly sing draws a special 
crowd of its own und has become a 
box-office attraction instead of a 
nuisance. Most persons like to sing, 
but they have a horror of s’neing 
alone. They need a leader. And 
half a dozen leaders, scatiered 
through the house, are worth more 
than the most magnetic organist in 
getting them started. 


Up Canada Way 


J. J. Fitzgibbons, of Paramount's 
Canadian theatres, has been circu- 
larizing his managers on the accom- 
plishments of business consultants 
who are employed by commercial 
firms. 

After giving the managers several 
examples of what these consultants 
have done, he urges them to also 
become consultants and approach 
the patrons from new angles and 
with new ideas. In other words, he 
is urging modern merchandising 
methods to supplement the conven- 
tional campaigns. 








Style Shows Due 
Few fall fashion shows have been 
reported, though these should have 
been tabbed for Sept. or even late 
Aug. But right now there is a 


and merchants should be in a recep- 
tive frame of mind. More persons 
than ever need clothes, because they 


bought so little last year, and a 
style show of good but not too ex- 
pensive garments would be -a 
builder-upper. 


The best sales angles is that the 
return of prosperity will presently 
increase the prices asked for gar- 
ments, and a good stunt would be 
to mention what a similar garment 
fetched five years ago, its present 
price and the probable valuation 
next year. Both merchants and pa- 
trons wili fall for an argument along 
these lines, and in most spots it will 
even be possible to get the news- 
papers to kick in with a similar 
story. 

Persuade the merchants to try 
and move the stables with just suffi- 
cient luxury gowns to give the 
women the treat they expect. Your 
show will not be a success unless 
you have also made money for the 
man who backs the presentation, so 
you can use him again next time. 
Keep the selling out of the show 
itself, except for the price compar- 
isons noted above. Make it inter- 
esting. 


Pink Schnozzle 


With Jimmy Durante doing the 
life-saving many a film, he is get- 
ting plentiful on the lithos. It might 
be a good idea to take a hint from 
a recent Paramount ad and brighten 
up the Durante proboscis. 

On pasted paper this can be done 
with red tinsel, cut to proper out- 
line and glued on, but if possible 
have at least one lighted beak. Work 
this in a shadow box, with the front 
part of the nose cut out and backed 
with red tissue. It follows the out- 
line, but the side near the face 
should be irregularly cut. Back this 
with a lamp and light the rest from 
the front. A flasher button will 
help. 

It might even pay to follow an old 
idea and have the programs hand- 
tinted. In the original stunt it was 
a railroad signal that was touched 
up. Half a dozen small boys worked 
for a couple of hours after school 
with red water color on the program 
cover, and the result got plenty of 
attention for the title. Just the oné 
dash of red. 


Gets More 


Manager who used to give small 
store keepers a pair of tickets for 
showing his window cards, is get- 
ting more for the same tickets now. 

He has sold the idea of giving 
the tickets to the person who turns 
in the largest number of sales 
checks each week. Patrons save 
their cash register slips and bring 
them in. Highest face value gets 





the pair of admissions. 

Proving to be a good business 
drawer for the stores, and instead 
of just a window card. it gives the 
manager a chance to plug the 


(Continued on pare 55) 








chance to put over the winter shows, * 
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It sounds high-brow— bin oct 


of the World’s 
Finest Trailess 







but it spells dough-ray-me! 











Sales psychology! That's not just a high-brow expression: 
It is the underlying basis of TICKET- SELLING — everytime! 


And that’s the MAGIC FLAVOR we mix into every National 
Screen trailer! 








Our trailers bring you the APPROVED SELLING-ANGLES 
on the pictures they advertise. They are designed to 
do just that through the COOPERATION of the companies 


which produce the pictures. 








Their experts in production, distribution and theatre opera- 
tion continually work with National Screen Service towards 
creating the BEST METHOD OF SELLING the picture to the 
public. 


You get the benefit of this unique quality ONLY in National 
Screen talking trailers! With sales-punch in every frame— 
NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILERS BUILD BUSINESS1 








Pictures sell pictures; 
sell from your’screen! 


The cheapest, and by 


National Screen Service atthe most elective 
advertising is a talk- 
Ad-Vance Trailers ing-scene trailer, with 
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prove it by actual test! 








National Screen Ad-Vance Trailers are your first aid to better business! 
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Walter Connolly - Alan Dinehart 


One of the Big Hits of the Year’’ 
@ 
LEE TRACY 
‘CONSTANCE CUMMINGS 
Story by Maxwell Anderson — Screen Play by Jo Swerling 
Directed by JAMES CRUZE 


Says FREDERICK JAMES SMITH— 
“You have a Sensational and Unusual 
Box Office Picture in "Washington 
Merry-Go-Round’ and it ought to be 
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Inside Stuf—Pictures 


Taking the stand that politics is responsible for the licensing of pro- 
jectionists being taken out of its hands, and placed with the city Build- 
ing and Safety department last January, the Los Angeles Civil Service 
organization is attempting to have the city council reverse its action, 
and restore the examining of booth operators to the commission, Switch 
was made following a ruling by the L. A. city attorney with the Civil 
Service body giving scant attention at that time to the abrogation of 
its powers. 

Los Angeles Picture Projectionists’ union is taking no active part in 
the movement, but Southern California theatre men see in the Civil 
Service attempt a city-wide movement towards further unionizing inde- 
pendent house booths. 








‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ German film cur- 
rently playing in New York, are John Krimsky and Gifford Cochran, both 


youngsters and new to film biz though former has had some legit 


American distributors of 


experience. : 

Krimsky organized Playchoice, one of those best play of the month 
putfits several years ago, and still heads that organization, Cochran's 
father was at one time president of Bethlehem Steel. Couple intend to 
roadshow their picture throughout the U. S., Krimsky being enroute to 
Los Angeles to arrange for dates within the fortnight. For the Criterion 


showing in New York ‘the duo guaranteed Publix a four weeks minimum 
run and are understood paying $1,400 weekly rent against a percentage 
over that figure. 





record of Columbia 
turnover of any 


five years is the 
fastest p.a. 


Thirteen publicity directors in 
on the Coast, credited with having the 
Hollywood lot. 

John LeRoy Johnson, now at Universal, left Columbia and returned 
six months later, making 14 changes in all. Longevity record at that 
studio is held by Lon Young who remained for 18 months. 

List of the p.a.’s in the order of their appearance follows: Mabel 
Brundage, Mike Newman, Johnson, Maxwell Shane, Johnson - again, 
Adam Hull Shirk, Nat Rothstein, Alec Moss, Young, George Barr Brown, 
Carlisle Logan Jones, George Landy, Hubert Voight and Cliff Lewis, 
latter the present publicity chief. This lineup started with the making 
of ‘The Blood Ship’ in 1927. 





The two Newburgh, N. Y., houses in the Walter Reade chain, and which 
Publix didn’t want when it took over Reade’s string in New Jersey, stand 
a good chance of being in the black this year. 

Reade, as of. Oct. 1, was in the red for five figures on these two houses 
and is certain with the best of the season to go that both will pull out 
profitably for '32. Reade is vaudfilm regularly at the Kingston, while the 
other house, the Broadway, is in straight film. Between both houses the 
gross has been reduced yearly from $400,000 to $200,000, Reade pointing 
to economies and independent operation as the answer which the ledger 
shows. 





George Cohan, back on Broadway, and with his ‘Phantom President’ 
current for a fortnight at the Broadway Par, is telling people that even 
though he’s eclipsed in the film there's no one he'd rather see make an 
individual hit than Jimmie Durante. ? 

This mutual regard goes back almost a\ decade when it was Broadway- 
ites like Cohan who ‘discovered’ the mad antics of Clayton, Jackson and 
Durante in their original all nite joint on Broadway and 58th street. The 
word-of-mouth that got around that this was the nocturnal rendezvous 
of the Cohan-type of notable really ‘made’ the boys. 





Former p. a., now an exeutive in a major studio in charge of its west- 
erns, called in two contract writers for a 24-hour rewrite job on the dia- 
loging of his next picture. In order to speed up their assignment he 
ordered the writers to split the characters in the story between them, 
with each writing the dialog for certain parts, Writers explained this 
was impossible, because all characters had business with each other. 
Exec told them to proceed as instructed, and that he would straighten 
it out after they had turned in their work. Writers told him he was 
screwy and walked out. 

Director, who occasionally finds a kick in embarrassing a player in 
front of the company, was made red-faced himself by a young femme 
extra. Megger had called for silence, and was making a long speech 
when he caught the girl whispering to another girl. 

Director called the offender to come in front of the group. ‘Now tell 
everybody what you told that girl,” he demanded. The extra hesitated, 
but the director urged her to talk. ‘All right,’ shouted the girl, ‘I was 
saying ‘when is this fat so-and-so going to call lunch?’’ 





All Warner employees on the Coast got an inter-office communication 
from Jack Warner with their pay envelopes Oct. 5 asking them to 
patronize the Bank of America National Trust & Savings association, 
following a recent loan of $1,000,000 to the WB-FN studio by that 
financial institution. 

Warner's letter said that all of the officers of his company had decided 

(Continued on page 47) 


Picture Possibilities ll 


‘Bidding Migh’—Unfavorable 
‘BIDDING HIGH’ (Comedy, Joe De Milt, Vanderbilt). 
Small town piece with theme of one sister against another in the mat- 
ter of grabbing a busband. Little material, Ibee. 

















‘Success Story’—Unfavorable 
_ ‘S4CCESS STORY’ (Drama, Group Theatre, Elliott). 
its characters not definite or appealing, picture value doubtful. 


Radical in story, 
lbee. 





‘Nona’—Favorable 
‘NONA’ (Farce comedy, Peggy Fears, Avon). 


Amusing story, the romance of a foreign star dancer touring over here. | 


Looks like a cinch for Hollywood. Ibee. 


‘Ol’ Man Satan’—Unfavorable 
‘OL’ MAN SATAN’ (Stillwood Prod., Forrest). 
Nature of subject precludes it from screen use, 


Negro morality play. 
Rush. 
‘The Other One’—Unfavorable 
‘THE OTHER ONE’ (Drama, Thomas Kilpatrick, Biltmore). 
Story has an idea about twin sisters, one of whom marries an artist 
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‘LIZZIE’S NIGHTSHIRT’ 


Trying to Book It Ie Funnier Than 
the Title 








Los Angeles, Oct. 0. 


Usual routine nowadays when a 





Coast 
ture: 

Doorman (to manager): ‘I hear 
| ‘Lizzie’s Nightshirt’ is a good pic- 
ture.’ 


house wants a feature pic- 


Manager (to supervisor): ‘How 
about getting me ‘Lizzie’s Night- 
shirt’ for the week-end.’ 

Supervisor (to booker): ‘I sense 


a demand for ‘Lizzie’s Nightshirt.’ 
I want it for the Castilian for Sat- 
urday and Sunday.’ 

Booker (to his assistant): 
‘Where's ‘Lizzie’s Nightshirt’ now? 
The Castilian wants it for two days.’ 

Assistant (to exchange): ‘Can you 
put ‘Lizzie’s Nightshirt’ into the 
Castilian Saturday and Sunday?’ 

Exchange (to assistant) ‘Sure we 
can—wait a minute. The opposi- 
tion played that picture just two 
weeks ago, and anyway, it’s booked 
for Saturday and Sunday.’ 

Assistant (To booker): ‘Can't get 
at" 

Booker (To supervisor): ‘Nothing 
doing on ‘Lizzie’s Nightshirt.’’ 

Supervisor (To manager): ‘There 
must be a demand for that pitcher, 
it ain’t available.’ 

Manager (To doorman): ‘Just our 
luck. Now what'll we do? 


RULE CAN’T USE 306’S 
256 TO DEFEND KAPLAN 


On top of Sam Kaplan’s hearing 
in General Sessions on charges of 
coercion and conspiracy being set 
ahead to Oct. 25, the Appellate Di- 
vision of the Supreme Court, New 
York, last week upheld an order re- 
straining Kaplan from paying coun- 
sel fees to Max D. Steuer out of 306 
funds. Order was affirmed by the 
higher court with costs of $10 and 
disbursements but no opinion was 
written. 

It is in favor of Samuel N. Ru- 
bin and other members’of 306, de- 
nying enforcement of the union’s 
resolution to pay a fee of $25,000 
to Steuer on behalf of Kaplan and 
other officers in defense of the in- 
dictment alleging conspiracy and 
coercion. 

A motion was argued by attor- 
neys for Kaplan last week to set 
aside that indictment, with decision 
reserved, and the case set back to 
Oct. 25. 

The New York operator unfon 
situation otherwise remains status 
quo, with picketing and campaign- 
ing by both 306 and Empire against 
houses of each other continuing. 
A Bronx Grand Jury investigation 
into the discovery of dynamite in a 
Bronx Loew house, the Paradise, 
meanwhile has had the effect of 
stopping damages or threatened 
damage to theatres. 











Robbins Adds Another 
In Possible New Chain 


Syracuse, N. Y., Oct. 10. 

Acquisition of the lease of the 
State, Albany, by the recently or- 
ganized Rismore Corp. is the sec- 
ond move by Nathan L. Robbins, 
former head of Robbins Enterprises, 
to the formation of a new circuit 
of playhouses in upstate New York. 

The State, reopening on Oct. 28, 
‘will be linked with the Ritz, Syra- 
cuse, the two theatres rotating ‘Co- 
lumbia Revues,’ the Robbins alias for 
polite burlesque. Independent pic- 
tures will supplement the stage 
bills. The 10-20-30 scale effective 
at the Ritz will also prevail at the 
State, 








Par Studio’s Clip Sheet — 
Reviews Opposition Pix 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
In its ‘News of Hollywood,’ a 
weekly clip sheet sent to news- 
papers, Paramount studio is includ- 
ing condensed previews of current 
pictures from its own studio, as 
well as product of other companies. 

Dave Keene is doing the reviews. 
Latest issue carries previewa on 


‘Night After Night’ and ‘Madison 
Square Garden,’ both Par; ‘The 
All American,’ U; and ‘Smilin’ 
Through,’ Metro. 





POOLING DOWNTOWN L. A. 





Relief Through Readjustment 


In Booking Foreseen by Indie 
Exhibs in Fed. Probe of F-WC 





Chaplin Reissue Hooked 
In with Pic’s Bocking 


Holywood, Oct. 10. 

RKO is booking ‘Easy Street,’ 
Charlie Chaplin reissue, with sound 
dubbed in, for all houses playing 
‘Phantom of Crestwood,’ beginning 
Oct. 14. 

Circuit figures this will help sell 
feature and 20% of the advertising 
space will be devoted to the com- 
edy. 


HEARING ON PROPOSED 
L. A. LICENSING LAW 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Proposed city ordinance to place 
all theatres in Los Angeles under 
police commission permits, and re- 
quiring the police board to cancel 
the license of any house whose man- 
agement has been convicted in court 
of staging an indecent or immoral 
performance, will come up for a 
public hearing Tuesday, Oct. °18. 
Picture house interests and the Mu- 
sicians’ local, are among the pré- 
testants to the measure, 


New ordinance would assess the 
following fees against all theatres, 
regardless of size, type of enter- 
tainment, or location: Filing. $25; 
renewal fee, $10 annually; change 
of ownership fee, $15; change of 
location fee, $10. 


Upwards of 200 houses would be 
affected _by the ordinance, if 
adopted, 


Hazy Sol Plays Havoc 
With ‘Tess,’ Now Behind 


Ifollywood, Oct. 10, 
Fox's ‘Tess of the Storm Country’ 
is 15 days behind schedule with 
chances that another week will be 
added before it is in the bag. 


Main trouble is weather. Special 
outdoor set requires an early morn- 
ing sun, but for the past two. weeks 
Sol has been all fogged up in the 
oie 

Longshots of the villages and sev- 
eral pickups are all that is neces- 
sary to complete the picture which 
is in its seventh week. 














$35 Termer at Roach 
Out After Six Months 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Dorothy Layton has been dropped 
by the Hal Roach studio after being 
on the payroll six months, 


Santa Barbara girl had been get- 
ting $35 a week. She was first 
placed under a contract at $15 a 
week, with a bonus bringing her 
salary to $25, one of the lowest for 
a term player. Later, it was tilted 
to $35. 





To Examine H. H. Thomas 
In Fay Marbe’s $6,000 Suit 


Harry H. Thomas, head of First 
Division Pictures, must produce 
certain records and books in con- 
nection with the $6,000 breach of 
contract suit brought by Fay Marbe 
against Prudence Pictures. Appel- 
late Division ruled to this effect, 
upholding a N. Y. Supreme Court 
order favoring the actress. 


After obtaining the judgment for 
Miss Marbe, her attorney demanded 
that Thomas bring into ceurt the 
books of First Division, on the 
grounds that the latter had assets 
belonging to Prudence Pictures, a 
subsid. Thomas appealed to the 
Supreme Court against this move 
but that tribunal ruled in favor of 
the judgment holder. 





Clouds Balk Langdon 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Slated for two days’ work on lo- 





and dies. Death theme against it. Play was panned, Ibee. Hollywood, Oct. 19. cation, Harry Langdon and cast, 
—_—— Rialto, downtown, operated by/|making ‘Tired Feet,’ Educational 
When Ladies Meet—Favorabie Lawrence Cohn, goes into the prin-| comedy, remained idle a full week 
‘WHEN LADIES MERT’ (Comedy drama, John Golden, Royale). Will; cipal Fox-West Coast pool, being | up to Saturday (8), waiting for the 
make a corking picture. Treats the triangle smartly, but provides much | joined with the President and, cluds to disa} ar 
fun too. lhee. } Tower on subsequent runs, Arvid Gilstrom is directing 
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Los Angeles, Oct: 10. 
A readjustment of film booking 
canditions, especially in southern 


California and along the Pacific 
coast is generally expected among 
theatre and exchange execs as like- 
ly to materialize from the investi- 
gation now being conducted by the 
government, and from the civil 
suits, already totalling a little over 
$3,000,000, which have been brought 
against Fox West Coast, and all 
major distributors. 

Widespread charges of restraint 
of trade, monopoly and discrimina- 
tory bookings are involved in the 
probe by the Department of Jus- 
tice, and in the civil actions which 
bear on, and are the result of al- 
leged violations by the defendants 
of the 1929 consent decree which the 
independents characterize as con- 
tempt of the U. S. Court findings. 

Independents charge openly that 
the distribution of pictures now 
constitutes. the tightest trust of all. 
Their specific grievances are against 
Fox West Coast, and are based on 
the sweeping film buy policy of the 
circuit for 1932-33 major product. 

Conservatives Want Clarification 

Leading and conservative mem- 
bers of the Independent Theatre 
Owners of Southern California, are 
hopeful that out of the probe will 
arise a clarification’ of booking 
Which will permit them to share in 
the product of the major companies 
and that zoning and clearances, 
which they term oppressive and 
monopolistic, will be so adjusted 
that much of their tough sledding 
of the past two years will be ended. 

Indies specifically object to the 
distributors selling all their product 
to Fox West Coast before they are 
permitted even to negotiate for it. 
They object to zoning restrictions 
not common to the circuit. or them- 
selves; to penalization for double 
billing, when F-WC is not likewise 
disciplined, and also to the alleged 
attempts of the distributors to con- 
trol admission prices for the inde- 
pendent houses. 

Speaking for the indie exhibs 
Frank L. Hutton, their local attor- 
ney, said that the organization has 
a set purpose of obtaining relief 
through existing laws, but if those 
restrictions are insufficient they wil 
then see that proper protection is 
given them through new legisla- 
tion. 

Building Owners Sue 

Fourth civil action alleging trade 
restraint, filed against the major 
distribs in the past two weeks, is 
the suit of Bern G. and Neva Rich- 
ardson, owners of the building hous- 
ing the Burbank theatre in Bur- 
bank (suburb). They are demand- 
ing damages of $163,935 from the 
exchanges and from A, F. Milnor, 
operating the Loma, an opposition 
Burbank house. Discrimination in 
film booking is the basis of the suit. 

To date, none of the distribs, nor 
F-WC execs, named in any of the 
civil actions, have been served, and 
defense attorneys have had no op- 
portunity of determining their an- 
swers. 

A new action was also filed in 
District Court by Aubrey and Bon- 
nie Wardeman, operating. the Whit- 
tier, suburban house, naming F-WC, 
the Skourases and all major dis- 
tribs. Seeks $900,000 on monopoly 
and restraint of trade charges. 





Sonenshine After Indies 
For N. W. Capital Exch’s 


Los Angeles, Oct. 19. 
Henry Sonenshine is here from 
New York, lining up independent 
product for three Capital Film ex- 
changes which he has opened in 
Seattle, Denver and Salt Lake. 
He has closed for Eagle produc- 
tions, and has several other indie 
propositions under consideration, 


Beck’s Indie Meller 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Arthur F. Beck will become asso- 
ciate producer under Trem Carr for 
Monogram, First production will be 
‘Jungle Bride,’ African melodrama, 








PREMIER’S MINTZ ORIG. 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
‘Daring Daughters,’ original by 
Sam Mintz, Fox writer, will be pro- 
Premier Attractions’ next 
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Distribution Difficulties Again 
Narrow Indie Production Field: 


Real Chance 


Decided shrinkage of national dis- 
tribution facilities for independent 
producers, generally admitted with- 
in their own fold, is again narrow- 
ing the field to the point where only 
a fow can really get some money. 
Where over 20 producers earlier this 
geason announced a total of around 
360 features for 1932-'33, only 150 
of these films, it is now declared, 
can physically float through national 
indie release channels. 

Without country-wide exchange 
handling fully 200 of the features 
planned cannot get back 50% of 
their production overhead, it is con- 
ceded. The ‘ndies are limited to 
about four indie key cities—New 
York, Chicago, Boston and Phila- 
delphia—which, at the most, are 
generally estimated to pay in rent- 
als on an average enough to offset 
slightly under 40% of the indie fea- 
ture’s cost. 


Exchange Shortage 


Behind this condition is a short- 
age of country-wide exchanges due 
to the most representative of them 
being tied up by the bigger indie 
producers under long-term fran- 
chises to provide their pictures. Indie 
producers generally are blamed for 
what virtually amounts to bringing 
an end to the old system of states’ 
righting. False announcements and 
failure to produce and deliver have 
convinced many indie exchanges 
that hooking up with one or two 
producers, who guarantee a full pic- 
ture quota, ends a gamble which 
has continued through the history 
of the indie industry. 

A ‘look before you start shoot- 
ing’ warning, in which the Hays or- 
ganization indirectly participates 
with the representative indie com- 
panies, is supplanting the slogan of 
the old states’ rights days when the 
premise that if it’s a good picture, 
mo matter who makes jit, it will 
make money. 

Already five of the old-line pro- 
ducers on the indie end are finding 
this true. Where they announced 
eight and 12 features this year they 
have so far confined actual produc- 
tion to one picture and are waiting 
until they can get their money back 
on the initial effort before going 
through with the rest of their an- 
nounced program, A money man, 
from the outside, is another who is 
finding it hard to obtain any kind 
of distribution on his first picture 
and is now holding up plans until 
this can be accomplished. 

Sets of Exchanges 

It is being pointed out that there 
are three sets of indie exchanges 
completely covering the country. Of 
these two are practicaly controlled 
by two indie producing firms 
through franchises. The third is 
made up of individually owned and 
unrelated depots necessitating sep- 
arate deals with each. Each of the 
exchanges in a territory is estimat- 
ed to be capable of handling, on the 
average, not over 50 features. 

Many indie producers are misled 
at the outset, it is believed, by the 
big indie turnovers in the four im- 
portant spots. These cities have 
an average of four exchanges and 
can uo an almost unlim‘ted 
amount of product because of high- 
ly compctitive boxoffice situations 
existins in the terriiories which they 
cover. But the other spots which 
are known to pay the major part of 
the production bill, and which fur- 
nish the velvet, are in that class 
where the competition is among the 
producers instead of the exhibitors. 








Two Stories for Birell 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Next Tala Birell yarn at Univer- 
sal is a toss-up between two favored 
acripts. 

One is ‘Red Pawn,’ by Ayn Rand, 
and the other Arthur Caesar's ‘Rus- 
sian Woman.’ Will follow her cur- 
rent, ‘Nagama,” assignment. 


BECK ON CHADWICK FILM 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Iliness of I. E. Chadwick, which 
has prevented him from carrying 
on production activities has caused 
Monogram to shift ‘The Jungle 
Bride’ to Arthur Beck. 
Picture will be produced by che 
latter at Metropolitan. 





‘ 





for Only 150 Films 


New Unit Takes Care 
Of Emelka Interests 


Munich, Oct. 1. 

Kommerzienrat W. Kraus, former 
general director of the BEmelka 
which he ieft three years ago, has 
founded a new film unit under the 
name Bavaria Film Company with 
a capital of $150,000. 

This company is taking care of 
the interests of bankrupt Emelka. 
Bavarian banking firms are inter- 
ested in the new company. 


Premature Pic News 
Banned in indie Code; 
- Confusing to Exchanges 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Request that members do not an- 
nounce contemplated pictures un- 
less production is certain will be 
one of the chief clauses in the code 
now being drafted by the In- 
dependent Producers Association. 

Confusion in the exchanges, and 
with the salesmen, results from 
premature announcements, the as- 
sociation claims. Besides _ this, 
sending doubtful statements to the 
press for publicity is unethical, in 
the opinion of the indie group. 

Code will be more elaborate than 
the Haysian document, will go into 
the relationship between exhibitor 
and independent producer and will 
contain a clause asking for co- 
operation with censor boards. 

Phil Goldstone is chairman of the 
code committee, which includes M. 
H. Hoffman, Sr., Larry Darmour, 
Trem Carr, Cliff Broughton, Nat 
Levine and Sam Wolf, the attorney. 
Completed code will not be ready 
for at least a month. 

Association does not intend as- 
suming expense for any of its ac- 
tivities. It will do only what the 
members, and a paid femme sec- 
retary, can carry out themselves. 


EDUC’S INDUSTRIAL 
PLANS DIDN'T PAN OUT 


Not having developed as expected 
for Educational, the company is cur- 
tailing its industrial, non-theatrical 
and 16 mm. activities. Last week 
Bob Doidge, for many years with the 
organization and lately in this divi- 
sion, was given notice. Mike Sim- 
mons, who has been on the indus- 
trial end, handling scenarios, was 
also given notices but since has 
connected with Monogram. 

Activities of ERPI and Photo- 
phone in the industrial and 16 mm. 
field has reacted against Educa- 
tional as visioned when first try- 
ing to open up the field. 

Along with the notices to Doidge 
and Simmons, Educational okayed 
a six months’ leave of absence for 
A. S. Kirkpatrick, v. p. and assist- 
ant g. m. of the exchanges. Kirk- 
patrick has been seriously ill for 
some time. 


Expulsion Suits Against 
Coast Unions Dismissed 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Suits brought by five members of 
two stagehand unions were thrown 
out of court by judges in superior 
court. Actions totaled $300,000 in 
personal damages and had been 
pending for over a year. 

Asking $50,000 apiece, A. H. Col- 
lister, D. C. Hobbs, Maurice Sebring 
and W. F. Moore sued Local 37, 
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studio stagehands, for illegal expul- 
sion, but on the motion of defend- ! 
ant’s counsel suits were dismisse! 
for lack of cause. 

Sid Koster lost a $100,000 suit 
against Local 33, theatrical stage- 
hands, by default. 


i 

’ SHORT EAST FOR 0. 0. 

Hollywood, Oct. 10. | 

Print of ‘Road to Glory,’ William | 

O’Conner’s dramatic two-reeler, has | 

been sent to New York by Radio for | 

consideration by home office execs. | 

Walter Futter, who put O’Conner 

under contract to direct after seeing 
the picture, handling the deal. 
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@ You can keep your feet on the ground by focusing the 


attention of Radio executives upon your name by advertis- 
ing in “Variety.” You WILL keep your voice in the air if 


you let those interested know that your talent is for sale. 


@ You will make the sight and sound of your name familiar 


by keeping it in “Variety” week after week. 


@ GET OUT OF THE “UNKNOWN” CLASS ...4.« 
MAKE THEM WANT YOU. 


NEW YORK 
154 West 46th Street 


HOLLYWOOD 
Taft Building 


CHICAGO 
Wood's Theatre Building 


LONDON 
8 St. Martins Place, Trafalaar Square 








Cen eee a 











GSS eee a ee 


++ ss nmmatenarts Pee 


~~ 


t 


























i at 





— —_ 
Se SS Se ee a a 





























30 


VWARIETY Tuesday, October 11, 1932 


a, 



































NORMA 
SHEARER 


FREDRIC MARCH 
LESLIE HOWARD in 


SMILIN’ 
THROUGH 


From the play by Jane Cowl and Jane Murfin. 
Screen play by Ernest Vajda and Claudine West. 
Dialogut by Donald Ogden Stewart and James 
Bernard Fagan. Directed by Sidney Franklin. 





| LEO of M-G-} 
In Dayton and. in Baltimore, the people cheer the lions roar 
In Louisville, New Orleans and up in Syracuse 
‘The paying guests are filin’ through 
‘The gates to look at “Smilin’ Through” 
Exhibitors are happy and they’re cheering like the deuce}, 


From coast to coast they cheer ’er—Norma Shearer, 
Norma Shearer, 


The folks are thrilled with “Smilin’ Through,” no 
wonder they are thrilled, 


‘The skies are bright and sunny boys 
So get into the money boys ..%*: 


With Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and your theatre will be filled! 
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Revive Sunday 
Morning Music 


As Biz-Getter: 





Chicago, Oct. 10. 
After a lapse of several years Sun- 
musicales are being 


day morning 
brought back to the Chicago the- 
atre. In the heyday of big grosses 


the full 75-piece orchestra played a 
morning concert. Now the Sunday 
morning music is limited to the or- 
gan. Ruth Farley will play from 
11 to 11:39. 

Idea is to get the big house started 
earlier Sunday with a view to boost- 
ing the take on this important day. | 
Doors will open at 10:30. It is hoped | 
to attract a portion of those aim- 
less citizens who take walks Sunday 


mornings. 
At one time capacity crowds 
turned out for the special Sabba- 


tarian sessions, 


$1,742 Suit Hits Greens 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
Dr. Stanley Immerman has filed a 
Municipal court suit for $1,742 
against Mr. and Mrs. Harry Green 


and Mrs. .B. Green, the actor's 
mother, for medical services. Brand, 
Zagon & Aaron” represent’ the 
medico. 


Studio Placements 


Shirley Grey, Leon Waycoff, Max 





Gable, ‘Uptown New York,’ KBS. 

Eddie» Welch, writing comedy 
dialog, ‘Big City Racket,’ Charles 
Rogers Prod. 

Charles Williams, ‘Big City 
Racket,’ Par. 

Michio Ito, technical advisor, 


‘Madame Butterfly,’ Par. 

Jim Thorpe, Fred Kohler, Lucille 
La Verne, ‘Wild Horse Mesa,’ Par. 

Shirley Grey, ‘Uptown New York,’ 
KBS. 

Ben Hershfield, technical advisor, 
‘King of Jungle,’ Par. 

Harry Akst, ‘42nd Street,’ WB. 

Lyle Talbot, Harry Gribbon, Helen 


Ware, Ruth Donnolly, ‘Lady No. 
6142,’ WB. 

Harold Huber, Carrol Naish, Helen 
Jerome Eddy, ‘Common Ground,’ 
WRB. 


Thomas Jackson, ‘Parachute,’ also 
‘Wax Museum,’ WB. 

Neoma Judge, swimmer, 
Blood,’ Monogram. 

Johnny Mack Brown, Ralph Ince, 
Raymond Hatton, Dorothy Burgess, 
Georgie Smith, ‘Malay Nights,’ 
original by Glen Ellis, adapted by 
Jack Neville, directed by E. Mason 
Hopper, for Mayfair. 

James Bush, ‘Wild Horse Mesa,’ 
Par. 

Joe Roach, to write next John 
Wayne western, Warners. 

Helen, Hayes, Ramon WNovarro, 
Louise Closser Hale, Lew Stone, 
Ben Bard, John Miljan, Warner 
Oland, ‘Son Daughter,’ Metro. 

Charles Grapewin, ‘Wild Horse 
Mesa,’ Par. 

Frank McGlynn, Sr., 
Charlie,’ Warners. 


‘Young 


‘Good Luck 


John Shéehan, ‘42d Street,’ War- 
ners. 

Tom Keene, Roscoe Ates, Mary 
Mason, ‘Piegan Kid,’ Radio. 

Buster Miles, ‘Man and Wife,’ 
Radio. 

Theodore Von Eltz, ‘Man and 
Wife,’ Radio. 

Creighton Chaney, ‘Land of Six 
Shooters,’ Radio. 


Guy Kibbe borrowed from War- 
ners for ‘Silk Stockings.’ 

Clarence Nordstrom, ‘42nd Street,’ 
FN. 

It Brendel, ‘Hell to Pay,’ Fox. 

Huntley Gordon, Wally Albright, 
a Sue Collins, ‘Silk Stockings,’ 

Sarah Padden, of Storm 
Country,’ Fox. 

Gregory Ratoff, Lew Cody, Carole 
Lombard, ‘Undercover Man,’ Par. 

Dorothy Burgess, ‘Women in 
Prison,’ Warners. 


‘Tess 


| tling 





Helen Hayes, Ramon WNovarro, 
Warner Oland, Ben Bard, Louise 
Closser Hale, Edward Me Wade, ‘Son 
Daughter,’ Metro. 

Ray Cooke, Marion Shockley, 
Franklin Pangborn, Cornelius 
Keefe, ‘Torchy Rolls His Own,’ Edu- 
cational comedy, C. C. Burr direct- 
ing. 

Gwen Lee, Arthur Houseman, Sid- 
ney Bracey, Mischa Auer, Harry 
Cording, John Beck, Wilfred Lucas, 
Lynton Brent, John Beck, ‘The In- 
truder,’ M. H. Hoffman. 

Shirley Gray, Paul Porcasi, Wil- 
liam Janney, David Landau, ‘Under- 
Cover Man,’ Par. 

Jim Thorpe, Wild Horse Mesa,’ 
Par. 

Dorothy Sebastian, Woman Num- 
ber 6142,, WB 

Vera Teasdale borrowed from 
Metro by Universal for ‘Happy Dol- 





lar,” new title Pitts-Summerville 
comedy, 


Gus Eyssell Remains N.Y. 
City Mgr.; Finske on K. C. 


Gus Eyssell is remaining in New 
York as city manager for Publix 
under Milton H. Feld. After set- 


Kansas City, 


is staying, he returned to the h.o. 


Louis J. Finske, division manager 
of the Colorado group for Publix, 
will also have charge of Kansas 
City, with George Baker in the lat- 


ter key as city manager, 


FRED SIEGEL HAS $300 


‘TO PAY $267,916 DEBTS | 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 


One of the year’s biggest list of | $62.50, 


liabilities in a bankruptcy petition 
was filed by Fred W. Siegel, theatre 


PUBLIX-UNIONS GET 


union difficulties last week in | 
where he was reported | 


| 


and $10,000 a year In playing stage ¥ 
|'shows at the Paramount here un- Pansy Studio 

der a new.deal closed with stage- 

hands which reduces total cost of a ea 

the union end on the rostrum from Hollywood, Oct. 10, 

$450 to $360 weekly. Fox has a Lavender cutting 





manager and former operator of the | 


Majestic here and the Spreckles, San and to take in, work and put out 


Diego. Siegel turned in a tabulation 
of $267,916 debts and $300 worth of 
assets. 

Top creditors 
Products Corp., 


Electrical 
$45,000; National 
Theatre Supply Co., $1,133; Spreck- 
les Theatre Building, $3,450; Thea- 
tre Equipment Acceptance ‘Corp., 
$1,133; M. C. Levee, $20,000; Ham- 
burger Realty Co. (Majestic), $1,740; 
Arch and Lucille Mayo, $4,800; Mike 
Newman, $887, and the following 
local film exchanges: RKO, $100; 
Universal, $1,886: First National, 
$1,301; Tiffany, $1,016; Columbia, 
$3,612. 

Siegel is now manager of the 
Roxie, Oakland, and says he gets a 
salary of $75 a week if the house 


include: 


makes its overhead expense but 
nothing if it goes in the red. He 
formerly owned and operated the 
Ritz, 


a local theatrical hotel. 


Frisco Fox Back to 
Fox Theatres Oct. 20 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Return of the Fox, San Francisco, 
a 5,000 seater and the west’s biggest 
house, to the Fox Theatres of New 
York by Fox West Coast, which has 
operated the de luxer for the past 
three years, is set for Oct. 20. 

Fanchon & Marco units, now 
playing the Fox, move to the Fwc 
Warfield, starting Oct. 21, Herman 
Kersken, Fox house manager since 
it opened, is slated for transfer to 
Oakland. 


Fox darkening eliminates’ the 
Coast’s biggest theatre orchestra, 
35 men. Walt Roesner, holding a 


contract until Jan. 1, moves across 
the bay to Oakland. 


Metro’s New World-Wide 
Good-Will Ballyhoo Trip 


Metro is preparing a world tour 
for a miniature studio on wheels, 
along lines of the trackless train 
and Leo the Lion's trip. It’s a fol- 
low-up to those ideas, with exploi- 
tation the main angle but with 
Hearst-Metrotone News tied in and 
a H-M camera aboard. 


At a newspaper party in New 
York later this week Metro ex- 
pects to make official announce- 


ment of plans. 

Idea is to show the public how 
talkers are made with a miniature 
studio, lab, projection room and all 
necessary equipment carried. Will 
probably start out from New York 
in November. 


‘Cynara’ Retakes 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Following sneak preview at Pom- 
ona on Oct. 6, Samuel Goldwyn re- 
called the entire cast’ of ‘Cynara’ 
today (Monday) for retakes, with 
King Vidor directing. 

New title of ‘Cynara’ is 
Been Faithful.’ 








SCHOEDSACK GETS ‘PIGMY’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 19. 
Ernest Schoedsack gets the direct- 
ing assignment on ‘Pigmy,’ another | 
of the native pictures to be pro- 
duced for Radio by Merian C, 
Cooper. 
Story is being written by Stuart 
Palmer, recently added to Radio's 
staff from the mystery novel 


BRESLAU’S PORTIA YARN 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 
Lew Breslau is at Columbia, ham- 
mering out a woman lawyer story. 
Spotted by 
agency. 
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|in 820 picture theatres amounted to | 
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| 
| 
| 


field. | 


inow gives 
| guests free pics. 
lis managing director of house. 


Schulberg - Feldman 


SET IN NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Oct. 10. 


Publix will save between $5,000 


V. ARES TY 


——————— 


Only 44 of 608 Houses Dark Puts 


L. A. District in Best Spot in 3 Yrs. 





Deal was closed in New York by | 


room, Where sound effects are 
edited. 

No one at the studio knows 
the reason for the gorgeous 


name, 








Ralph Branton, Publix’s New Eng- 
land division manager: Jack L.| 
Sullivan, assistant to Harry Sher- 
man of Publix, and William A, Dil- 
lon, the I. A.’s New England repre- 
sentative. The operators also set- 
tled at a substantial saving. Latter 


are reduced from $77.50 a week to 
with no overtime to apply. 

the stagehands’ contract 
for $360 weekly, agrees 
not less than six men 


Under 
the union, 
to furnish 


plus any changes the first day | 
with no overtime charged, Should 
changes occur after the first day 
the overtime rate is $1.50 an hour. 

This Publix house now plays F. | 
& M. units. Should thé house 
switch to vaude the total cost for | 
stagehands would be $300 weekly 
with minimum of five men fur- 
nished. 


show, 


CANADA CINEMAS TOP 
LIST FOR FIRE RISK 


Ottawa, Oet._10, 
The theatres of Canada now have | 


| 





| the highest rating of any class of 


property in respect to fire risk, ac- 
cording to a report. of J... Grove | 
Smith, Dominion Fire Commissioner, | 
Ottawa.., 

Report shows that during the past 
year the loss incurred by 19 film fires | 


only $4,300. The theatres repre- 
sented a property value of $45,0090,- 
000 and, in the aggregate, they used | 
546,000 miles of film—almost 3,000,- | 
000,000 feet. 

The report gives credit for this 
situation to the efficiency of pro- 
jection operators; the safeguards re- 
quired by the Provincial Govern- 
ments; proper maintenance by both 
exhibitors and * film distributors, 
and the edutational work of Col: 
John ‘A. Cooper;president of the Mo- 
tion Picture Distributors of Canada, 
and executive officials of the Domin- 
ion Fire Prevention Association. 


Chas. Perry Upped ~ 


Charles Perry becomes district 
manager for‘: RKO in St. Louis un- 
der orders from the home office that 
places him in charge of both the 
Missouri*“and the St, Louis‘ theatres 
in that town. Perry has been han- 
dling the Missouri only, House was | 
leased by RKO from Par, 

Lou Golden, present manager of 
the St. Louis, is to be shifted to 
another spot, not yet selected. 


‘ 
| 
! 
| 
| 
! 




















Harry Nace Would Take 2 
In Ariz Back from Publix 


Los Angeles, Oct .10. 


Harry Nace who operated Rickett 
& Nace houses in Arizona, later 
selling to Publix is negotiating with 
the latter organization to take back 
his theatres in Winslow and Mesa, 
Ariz. 

Deal was on for these two houses 
to go FWC-but Nace is negotiating | 
with Publix in New York, direct. 





Metro’s 3 New Scribes 


Three new writers unknown to 
the film business have been signed | 
by Metro, Edward Chodorov, Har- | 





old C. Johnsrud and John Hauss- | 
man. 
Chodorov, who was. scheduled! 


to arrive at the Coast studio Thurs- 
day (6), is signed for 10 weeks, 


| while Johnsrud, to report at studio | 


on or about Sept. 25, has a contract 
for three months with two options 
of nine months and a year. Hauss- 
man is on a week-to-week basis 





FREE APT. HOUSE PIX | 
Long Beach, Ia L, Oct, 10. | 
The President Apartment Hotel | 
its tenants and house | 
Louis Gumbiner | 


Apartment house also has recep- 
tion 


BUFFALO LABOR STRIFE 


| dispute still unsettled, it is reported 


| ing 
| fused to meet the union scale 


| critic of 


and 
it. 


j ners will be ‘South of Sonora,’ 
Sateveptst story by Will Levington 
room fer bridge games and ; ‘ 
| parties. sing. 





SPREADS TO LAFAYETTE 


Buffalo, Oct. 10. 
With three Buffalo theatres pick- 
gz operators this week 


eted by striking 
and the Erlanger (legit) musicians’ | 





| 
independent | 


will go 


that the Lafayette, 
downtown first run house, 
non-union October 15. 
Local operators’ union wexted 1; 
picketing the Victoria and Broad-| 4 
way, west and east side neighbor- | 


| 


|} hood houses, and the Mayfair, down- 


town burlesque and pictures, alleg- 
that the three houses had re- 
and 
were operating non-union. 

The Lafayette situation is precipi- 
tated by the demand of the musi- 
cians that the theatre employ two 
organists instead of-one. When the 
management refused to do this the 
stagehands and operators served 
notice, effective Oct. 15, they would 
walk out in sympathy, 





Banas Sunday Film Bill for 
Major Cities Has Chance 


Birmingham, Oct, 10. 

The Goodwyn bill, legalizing Sun- 
day films in Alabama cities with 
a population of more than 60,000, 
successfully passed the House and 
is now on the calendar of the Sen- 
ate for action. Bill did not pass 
in its original form and an amend- 
ment by Rep. Green of Birmingham, 
‘was adopted providing for a refer- 
endum here Noy. 8. Therefore, 
Birmingham must go to the polls 
and show a preference for Sunday 
shows before the bill will affect this 
city. 





Loew-Publix Pool on 


Century, Minneapolis? 


Minneapolis, Oct. 10. 

Deal for Loew’s to take over the 
Century here’ from Publix for op- 
eration as one of its exclusive-run 
houses is believed virtually com- 
pleted. 

Theatre, one of the two leading 
Publix deluxers. here, has _ been 
closed for nearly two years, except 
for occasional roadshowing of pic- 
tures. The other principal local 
Publix deluxer, the 4,200-seat Min- 
nesota, has been dark since last 
|} June and there are no plans yet for 


its reopening. The Century seats 
1,800. 
Publix having all of the M-G 


product for Minneapolis territory, 
local belief is that the operation of 
the Century may be a partnership 
affair between Publix and Mé¢G. 


WB’s 2 New ’Uns 


Warner Bros. has scheduled two 
with a background that hasn’t been 





} used before. One is a mercantile air- 


port story, ‘Grand Central Airport,’ 
from a story by Jack Moffit, film 
the Kansas City ‘Star.’ 

Other is a lowdown on the private 
detective business, ‘The Keyhole,’ by 
taoul Whitfield. 


FAIRBANKS AS ‘SUCKER’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 


}and four 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10, 
With only 11 picture houses now 
dark in the Los Angeles city tere 
ritory, several of which will reopen 
within two weeks, and with only 
24 dark in all of Southern Cali- 


fornia, and another 20 in Arizona, 
the theatre situation in the extreme 
southwest territory is better than at 
time in the last three years, 
There are 608 regularly operated 
houses listed in the Los Angeles 
served territory, of which 145 .are 
affiliated (circuits) and 463 inde- 
pendently operated. 

On Jan. 1, last, out of 174 houses 
in L. A. proper, 23 were dark, or 
more than 100% greater than at the 
present time. For the three months 
ended Oct. 1, 24 houses went dark, 
as against 25 reopening. There 
were 28 changes in ownership of 
local houses reported to the Film 
Board of Trade during that period, 
new houses opened. ¢ 

Houses currently dark in Los An- 
geles proper include the United 
Artists (downtown), Carthay Cir- 
cle, Egyptian, Chinese, Criterion, 
Alhambra, Embassy, Pantages, New 
Princess, St. Carlos and Starland. 

U. A., Pantages, Egyptian and 
Embassy will reopen in the next 
two weeks, With the exception of 
the New Princess, all are F-WC op- 
erated, or houses in which the cir- 
cuit has an interest. 

In the Arizona territory (served 
by Los Angeles film exchanges) the 
20 dark houses represent about the 
normal number shut down during 
the summer months. Most of these 
are expected to resume operations 
by Noy. 1, although the state has 
been particularly hard hit by bank 
| failures during the summer, and 
| several of the picture house men 
may find it difficult to get going so 


any 





| soon. In the last three months, 
four houses reopened in Arizona 
after being equipped with sound, 


and one new theatre was put into 
commission, 

Houses re-opening in Southern 
California with sound equipment in- 
stalled in the three-month period to 
Oct. 1, numbered 12, 


$12,500 PRIZES FOR 
NEW F-WC BIZ DRIVE 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Satisfied with the results of the 
10 weeks’ business drive just con- 
cluded over the circuit, Fox West 
Coast is tilting the prize awards 
from $10,000 to $12,500 for a second 
campaign. 

New drive gets under way Oct, 23 
and terminates Dec. 31, according to 
Charles Skouras. 











Campaign Gives Dozen 
F-WC Mers. New Spots 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Shakeup of Fox West Coast house 
managers, following close of 10 
weeks biz drive, includes the fol- 
lowing dozen new appointees and 
shifts: 

Cc. Ff. Narath becomes manager at 
the Pasadena, and George Miller at 
the Strand, both in Pasadena, Calif. 
B. Wiest replaces Miller at the 
State, Oakland; Gerald Whitney 
succeeds George Paper at the Cur- 


ran and Isis, Boulder, Colo., with 
Paper going to the Longmont, 
Longmont, Colo., as successor to 


Millard Gettier. Latter relieves C. 
A. Nulock at the, Rialto, Loveland, 
Colo.; H, D. McBride replaces Ed- 
gar Hart, Orpheum, Spokane; J. C. 
Runte takes McBride's spot at the 
State, there, and Harry Denny 
goes into the United Artists, Whit- 
tier blvd., Los Angeles. 





Whitson Heads Pac. Nat’l 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
W. W. Whitson was elected presi- 





Warners has changed its mind 
about the lead for ‘The Sucker,’ 
prize fight story purchased for 


Richard Barthelmess. 
ligures Barthelmess not the type 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr, will do 





ROGELL’S WB WESTERN 
Hollywood, Oct. -10. 


‘* 7 a v" “ rx ~ se - 
Sid Nogeii’s next western for 





War 
from 
direct-,| 


‘omfort, with Mack Wright 


dent of Pacific National Theatres, 
succeeding Dwight Hill of San 
Diego. Whitson was booker of the 
Huntley Theatres, Los Angeles. 





JAIL BARTELL, ATTACKER 
New Haven, Oct. 10. 
Alfred C. Bartell, was given a 
one year jail term in Superior Court 
for attack on Louis M. Sagal. Bar- 


| tell was arrested after threatening 


the life of Sagal, former manager 
of S. Z. Poli theatrical interests. 
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High Average of Hits Resulting 
From Timely Policy on Stories 


THAT'S U POLICY 
and this whole industry is stuck on it! =; 


Thank you, Film Daily, for recognizing the tremendous influence Warner, 
Bros. have had on the upturn of picture business! Thank you for pointing, 
out that Warner Bros. pointed the way to news-value pictures with ‘Public 
Enemy’’, ‘‘Star Witness’’, ‘‘The Mouthpiece’’, ‘‘Dark Horse’’. You’ve' 
put your finger on one big reason why ‘‘Blessed Event’, Chatterton’s 
‘The Crash’’, Barthelmess’ ‘‘Cabin in the Cotton’’ are standout succesess 
of today .. . And tomorrow you'll give us an even bigger hand for these 
coming giant productions, every one backed by the tidal power of flaming 
Public Interest!.. . } 


“TAM A FUGITIVE FROM A CHAIN GANG” 
with Paul (“Scarface”) Muni 


This very minute headlines are screaming the sensational facts bared 
in this national best-seller which made its author front-page news. 
Every newspaper in the country has helped to sell this show! 


“20,000 YEARS IN SING SING” 


. By Warden Lawes — With Spencer Tracy | 


It’s front-page news when America’s foremost warden discloses what | 
really goes on behind prison walls. Nation-wide newspaper discus+ | 
sion and serialization to millions of this book-of-the-manth has built | 
up public interest for a box-office killing. 


“THE MATCH KING” oe 
With Warren William — Lili Damita ~~ | 


Thrones tottered,’ kingdoms fell when the headlines told how the 
world’s greatest international swindler took a run-out powder on 
thousands of investors. Warners will give you the first cash-in on this 
front-page sensation of the year! 


“GRAND SLAM” } 


With Paul Lukas — Loretta Young 1 


Millions tuned in their radios to follow the card-by-card reports of 
the tournament of the bridge giants. “GRAND SLAM”, an abso- 
lute novelty will give you a direct screen tie-up with this famous 
contest and America’s second greatest indoor sport! 


JAMES CAGNEY in “BAD BOY” 


With Carole Lombard 


Everyone wants to know the story behind the “ADS”. “BAD BOY” 
will let them in on the press agent racket for the first time! 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page Tf) 


the outlook would be for a gradual, 
steady build-up. The situation re- 
duced to figures was that, starting 
from a summer bottom of 41.22, the 
Dow Jones averages had climbed 
to about 79.75, which would put the 
retreat to the half-way point at 
around 60.50. The Saturday close 
gtood at 61.17 within about half a 
point of the critical level, which for 
all practical purposes meant the 
level itself. 

By a coincidence the chart of 
Loew's common revealed a course 
identical with the general indus- 
trial averages. Low at 13%, high 
at 37% and a Saturday low of 26. 

The avérages in the last three 
weeks have successively penetrated 
geveral minor resistance levels, not- 
ably that at 65 which represented 
the low of the reaction that fol- 
lowed the Democratic successes in 
Maine and was established Sept. 19. 
‘At that time Loew’s touched 28% 
which now has been violated, so 
that so far the amusement bell- 
wether has only moved in line with 
the market, revealing no_ special 
weakness of its own, despite a good 
deal of bearish talk about it in 
amusement and ticket circles. 

One story was that a clique ope- 
ration had. been abandoned, partly 
because of general market con- 
ditions and partly because of the 
fact that the company’s film sub- 
sidiary, Metro, had no pictures of 
special box-office merit about to go 
into release as follow-up on the 
number of exceptional money re- 
leases of the preceding months, not- 


ably ‘Grand Hotel’ and_= several 
Garbo productions. Gossip also was 
in circulation that the annual 


statement due shortly would show 
net for the final quarter of the 
fiscal year ending Avg. 31, sub- 
stantially down and early autumn 
business rather disappointing. Last 
year the first 12 weeks of the year, 
to Nov. 20, amounted to only $1.09 
a share, but in spite of that low 
rate, company’s business improved 
and the regular $3 rate was earned 
by the end of the third quarter, 


Loew Gives Way 

Whatever the reason for the sell- 
ing, there was evidence that con- 
siderable liquidation was going on 
in Loew last week. Volume was 
up and size of lots traded in in- 
creased on the down side, while 
dealings were light on the inter- 
mittent rallies. Volume for the 
week continued moderate, however, 
reaching 37,400 shares last week, 
compared to 20,000 the week before 
on minor recessions, and 39,500 the 
week (ending Sept. 24) before that 
when the stock gained more than 
5 points. 

It is interesting to note, by the 
Way, that at 26% Saturday, Loew 
almost exactly duplicated its price 
at the bottom of the break that 
culminated Oct. 5 last year, from 
which level it recovered during No- 
vember 1931 to better than 40. Last 
week’s decline of 5 points or so was 
Mot extreme compared to some of 
he losses shown elsewhere in the 
industrial section, which in a few 
cases ran as high as 14 points for 
important stocks. Loew’s showed 
the widest decline among the film 
stocks, but that was to be expected, 
®gince it is the only one that could 
react that far, and it had enjoyed 
@ run-up of nearly 300% from its 
low. 

Aside from Loew perhaps the 
most interesting price movement 
was the retreat of Consolidated 
Fitm Industries preferred, where a 
pool apparently abandoned its cam- 
paign. Stock broke from a top on 
the movement early in the week of 
10% to 7%, a pretty wide break on 





@ percentage basis, a drop of 25%. 


Saturday’s prices throughout the 
group were new lows on the move- 
ment with but few exceptions. Par- 
amount touched 35% and Warners 
2% at one time, while RKO finished 
the week at its bottom of 4. RCA 
did a tail spin to 6%, less than half 
its price at the peak of the Sept. 
bull campaign. 


Par. Bonds Off 


Eastman Kodak behaved rather 
well compared to its performances 
of a few months ago. Seemed to 
command support right below 50 
and throughout the pressure dis- 
played relative stability. Kodak has 
twice cut its dividend rate, being 
now on a regular $3 basis, and has 
been doing much better since the 
last cut than many shares whose 
management is More generous with 
the stockholders. 

Columbia Pictures managed to de- 
fend its low just under 10, registered 
a couple of weeks ago, but this 
stock is so closely held that its in- 
termediate movements are difficult 
to interpret. 

The amusement bonds with one 
exception gave an excellent account 
of themselves, the exception being 
the Paramount liens which under- 
went a rather drastic mark-down. 
Sixes lost 3 points net to 26 and the 
5%’s cracked to 22, off 6. Both is- 
sues have now lost considerably 
more than half their gains since 
early summer. Dealings here were 
erratic as regards the spread be- 
tween the two descriptions, which 
has ruled about 4 points higher for 
the older bond. At one time the two 
loans drew almost level, but this 
was promptly corrected. It prob- 
ably was caused by urgent liquida- 
tion of the older issue while pres- 
sure was momentarily light on the 
514’s. 

Dealings in RKO debentures 
turned rather more sober, net change 
on the week being less than 2 points, 
instead of the dizzy fluctuations 
that have been exhibited lately. 

Warners bonds held extremely 
well during the early part of the 
week, but Saturday they broke 
through their 30 level and closed at 


28%, off nearly 2 points for the 
week. In all cases dealings were 


on a smaller scale than when the 
movement was upward. Retreat of 
prices in no case except that of 
Paramount was wider than could be 
accounted for by the reaction 
throughout the security market, a 
reaction that spared nothing, in- 
cluding even the leading bank 
stocks. 

Why the market broke so badly 
was not clear to anyone, for the 
general business news was favor- 
able in many directions, The drop 
was accelerated by Hoover’s Des 
Moines address in which he revealed 
that the country at one time last 
year was within a narrow margin of 
being forced off the gold standard, 
which statement appeared to have 
touched off a flood of selling for for- 
eign account. Saturday’s additional 
backdown might have been brought 
about by a slump in cotton due to 
an unexpectedly bearish govern- 
ment crop report. 

At any rate the week fully dem- 
onstrated the fallacy of the view 
that a ‘political market’ was in the 
making. It is just as well that that 
myth has been dissipated. Now that 
it is out of the way, perhaps the 
country can go ahead with a grad- 
ual and stable improvement in se- 
curity prices based on tangible bet- 
terment of business. That the issue 
of the election will have any lasting 
effect, is not believed. Once a 
President has been chosen, trade 
will go ahead regardless of which 
party he belongs to. There is no 
vital business principle involved in 
the campaign, anyway. 


Summary for week ending Saurday, Ocotber 8: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


1 Net che. 
igh. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low Last. for wk. 
3% 7 200 American Seat... sccocscssesesece 2 1% 2 — % 
14% 4% 2,200 Columbia P, vtc.ssccscccecsecee 12% 10 10 —1% 
5% 1 4,700 Consol, Film...... seer eeresecese 4% 3% 3% + % 
11% 2K 7,800 Consol, Film PLA. . ceccecccccces 10% ™ 1% = % 
87% 35% 22,200 Eastman Kodak (8). cecccosecscce 56 49% 49% —4% 
5% 1 9,200 Fox, ClaSS Assssccsscscccccsoscs 3% 2% 2% ~1% 
261% 8% 144,300 Gen. Elec. ccoscegeccccncces 18% 15 15 3% 
30 7 200 Keith, pfd...cccccscssscccssoces 29 25 x —5 
37% 13% 37,400 Loew (3).......+ tesa eereeeeeeces 33 26 26% —S% 
80 39 300 Do pref (OM)... ae eeeeerecooes 79% 77 77 —2% 
4% 2% 700 Madison Sq. Garden. .sscccccces 3% 3 3 —% 
22% 14 200 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)...ceseseces 20 19 19 2 
15 3% 10 Orpheum, pfd..... eeeeeeeeeeeese 9% 0% o% + % 
11% 1% 49,900 Paramount ..... ee teereeeesesese 5% 3% 3% —1% 
1% % 1,900 Pathe BEXxchan@e, .covsscecsessoce % He Ss —_ s 
5% 1% 4. Pathe, ClAsS A.sescecesssscsesece 8% 2% 2% —_ % 
13% 2 163,900 Radio COTP. cevrevecsveccccsssere 9% 6% 6% 3 s 
7% 1% 5,000 RKO eeeteeeee eeetereeeeeseeeeeee 5% 4 4 —lh% 
1% 400 Shubert 3 ......c.006 ocecvccseoess x% —- \% 
23 30 Universal pref. (8)...+. scasocoes =e 35 35 —2% 
4% ,) 27,200 Warner Bro8.....cecceces evcvecce 3% 2% 2% —% 
20 0000 . BO Bs iscessemnsamen : 5 bid 
43'4 5% « Westinghouse ...e.ccsccvcess coe §6=— TH 27 27™ -8 
CURB 
15 4% ceeds: Gaebiibie BP CtBs sic ck vee teuceees ° ° ee 
1% % 8,800 De Forest Radio......+cescveses 5% % % 
2% My 300 Gen, Thea. E. pfd....0.. ceases ° % ve % —% 
4% % 1,900 Technicolor ..eeee cosceoece §8=— 8% 8% + % 
3% ge GOD Trans LUK...cccocsccce e60resese 214 1% 1% = & 
BONDS 
1% 1 $81,000 Gen. Thea. EB. '40....cccces eoce 4% 3% oy 
63 24 14,000 Keith 6's, "46.......cccccee cooee 41% 40% +1 — % 
90 64 BR GGe Loew We. 841. vciccecisvscceces , 85 5 ns 
8012 49 Se PERS Oe RT. ck cs caw sesasage . 70 70 iv 
60% 13 24,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, ‘47...++e0e. 29 26 20 3 
55 10% 67,000 Par-Pub 5'.'s eee ° 27 2 2 6 
14% 50 3000 RKO debs 6G'S........cccccsccce . SS! MS KS! i 
6 1% 3,000 Shubert 6's..... wr Geka in tae ee 3) : 3 
40 0% 13,000 Warner Lros, 6's, ‘3 31 254 28, —i 
Over the Counter, N. Y. 
Bid Asked, 
1 2 peoes Roxy, ClaSS A. covccccecvecsvecve o« -« se 





‘ theatres. 


BALTO’S NEW HOUSE, 
COLORED, ROME-OWNED 


Baltimore, Oct. 10. 

This town last week got its first 
new theatre in about three years, 
the Harlem, a colored house on the 
growing westside. Comes in under 
the Rome brothers banner and 
brings the Rome circuit up to six 
including both white and colored 





New spot remodeled from a church 
and has 1,890 seats and practically 
all major product. 

Lou Rome given'dinners by the 
leading Negro organizations which 
also got together on opening day 
and gave the house a mile long 
parade through the streets of the 
colored community. 

Has stage, all equipped, just in 
case. 





THE CRUSADER 


(Continued from page 20) 


stuff just gets silly and burlesquy. 

Naturally, the district attorney, a 
role beneath the talent of H. B. 
Warner the way this part was han- 
dled, has to have a wife who has a 
past but who loves him too much to 
let his innocent sister take the rap 
for a shooting. 

Of course, there’s the acquittal 
and everyone’s happy and the ruth- 
less reporter is tamed. Incidentally 
Lew Cody does the reformed night 
club proprietor who won't sell 
liquor and who lends a helping hand 
to his former sweetie, now the DA’s 
wife, played by Evelyn Brent. 

Not much in the production Hays 
codeists could pick on except one 
scene in a private dining room. 
Here Walter Byron and Marceline 
Day do some torried wrestling. 

Waly, 


MY PAL THE KING 


Universal production and release star- 
ring Tom Mix. Directed by Kurt Neu- 
man. Story by Richard Schayer with con- 
tinuity and dialog by Jack Natteford and 
Tom Crizer. Dan Clark, cameraman. At 
the Gaiety, N. Y., beginning Oct. 5. Run- 
ning time 60 mins, 

TOM ROO. .ccadéwocveceescecesssss Tom Mix 
King Oharles.,.ceccccaceses.Mickey Rooney 
MOG avece eterccccecsvecoeseess-- Paul Hurst 
Princess. .ccecceccseccaccecces.. NOe] Francie 
Gretchen. .ceecccseseescocccess - Finis Barton 
Kluckstein. ecccceccccscocess Stuart Holmes 
SchwartZ. coecsececccccccee James Kirkwood 
Cloudy. .ccace cccccoueceseocooes JIM Thorpe 
Tony Pcooecosoressesseseocsesccssesliimself 








It seems that long ago in the si- 
lent days Buck Jones made a west- 
ern with the king-cowboy angle 
and it was a program success. Tom 
Mix’s, the first story version of its 
kind in sound, should do likewise. It 
is a natural for every kid in the 
country. Besides that, it has plenty 
of adult entertainment of a type 
vastly different these days, 

As the boy ‘king, Mickey Rooney 
virtually shares honors with Mix in 
performance as well as story promi- 
nence, Little Mickey possesses 
naive sincerity and an unaffected 
boyishness, coupled with audience 
appeal, 

‘Mix has a chance to project a 
good part of his cowboy show. This 
is broken up by flash-backs to the 
attending King and his retinue, as 
well as little exchanges of dialog 
which sustain continuity interest. 

Throne rooms, castles, dungeons 
and cowboys armed with brickbats 
against rifled soldiers are worked in 
for fast action. Mix gets ample op- 
portunity to do many tricks with his 
lariat, including a long climb up a 
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Exploitation 


“(Continued from page 24) 


picture in about 
Only addi- 


rent and coming 
half the window space. 


tional cost is the prevision of a 
permanent sign announcing the 
idea, This is lettered so it does not 


have to be changed weekly. 

Found that five of these windows 
is yielding better returns than about 
20 window cards previously placed, 
so it saves 15 double passes while 
bringing in better returns. 

Limited to one store tn each line, 
but other shops are buying tickets 
and making their own displays. 


‘Stork Sweepstakes’ 


A ‘Stork Sweepstakes,’ run off in 
conjunction with the opening per- 
formance of ‘Blessed Event’ at sev- 
eral upstate (N. Y.) theatres, calls 
for a $10 bank account to be pre- 
sented to the first child born in the 
community after 12 o’clock noon of 
the first day. A check-up is made 
of births at local hospitals, the 
time of arrival being taken from 
the doctor's certificate. 

In case of a tie, the bank account 
is divided among the winners. Ad- 
ditionally, a pass for a performance 
of ‘Blessed Event,’ is given to the 
father of the ‘winning baby.’ 

Most hospital superintendents are 
willing to co-operate with dailies, 
these days, in furnishing data on 
the time of birth, etc., of babies, 
and in permitting pictures to be 
taken. 





Digs Up Reason 
Detroit. 

When the German picture, ‘Eliza- 
beth of Austria,’ played at the Lit- 
tle Cinema, Mrs. Fields dug up the 
files of the local ‘Sonntagblatt der 
Detroiter Abend Post,’ and found 
the stories of the scandal on which 
the picture is based and displayed 
the files. 

Translation was in a: store win- 
dow. 


Linguistic Tie-Up 
Lincoln, Neb. 

George Monroe, State manager, 
made nice tieup on ‘Congress 
Dances.’ Held off until school started 
and until a week-end of a German 
convention. Idea looks like dough 
with approximately 1,000 conven- 
tioners sold in a block, the uni- 
versity language instructors making 
the attendance of the show one of 
the week’s assignments. First half 
of the week was the English version 
and the last half the German, 





Coast Title Changes 


Hollywood, Oct, 10. 

Newest final title for ‘Kong’ at 
Radio is ‘King Kong.’ 

Radio’s ‘Sport Page,’ more re- 
cently ‘Free, White and 21,’ now 
‘Sport Parade.’ John Miles gets 
$150 for thinking of it. 

‘Divided by Two’ changed to 
‘Handle With Care,’ Fox, 

‘New Yorker,’ Al Jolson stellar, 
to ‘Happy Go Lucky,’ UA, 

‘Metropolitan Garage,’ Charles 
Rogers production for Paramount, 
to ‘Big City Racket.’ 





palace turret. 





Stuart Holmes, as the dictator be- 
hind the throne, makes a convincing 
menace, The rescue of the little 
monarch from a water-filled dun- 
geon has just enough speed and 
sentiment to the fairy tale-like un- 
plausibility which would have in- 
truded had the story and acting 








been of less momentum. Waly. 


AMOUR, AMOUR 


(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, Sept. 27, 
Produced by Leon Poirier. Distributed 
by G. F. F. A. Directed by Robert Bibal. 
From a novel by Paul Maret. Adapted 
for the ecreen by Pierre Patcheff. Music 
by A. Demurger. Recorded, Radio Cinema. 





Running time, 85 mins. Gaumont Palace, 
Paris, Sept. 26. 
Cast: Le Gallo, Colette Broido, Henri 


Marchand, Sylvio de Pedreili Delaitre, Paul 
Menant, Jacques Tarride, Polaire, 





The late Pierre Batcheff, very 
popular in pictures here, did a poor 
continuity on an unworthy story. 


Treatment by Robert Bibal fin- 
ishes it. 
Story is about a jeweler who 


would be robbed except that some 





stupid employee of his gets him out 
of trouble by becoming clever when | 
the girl he loves makes him lose | 
his stupidity. | 

Film is shot full of publicity, with | 
equences obviously intended to dis- | 
play the name of the front of some 


stores, restaurants, etc, One se- 
quence taking place in one of the 
ound tin houses for which 


the 
French boulevard sidewalks i 
famous, stamps the treatment. | 
generally indifferent, in- | 
cludes Mile. Polaire, once a beauty, 
famous for her wasplike waist, 
which is no longer wasp-like. 
Mazi. 


Cast, 


‘Cross Pull,’ at Fox, changed to 
‘Born to Fight.’ 
‘Jubilo’ becomes ‘Too Busy to 


Work’ (Fox). 


Incorporations 


New York 
Albany, N. Y., Oct. 10. 
Mentone Productions, Inc., New York; 
theatrical business; $50,000. 
Poughkeepsie Dutchess Theatre Corp., 
Manhattan; theatrical; 100 shares no 


par. - 
Zbyszko Polish American Film Corp., 
New York; picture business; $10,000. 
Pittsburgh Gardens, Inc., New York; 
general theatrical; 1,000 shares no par. 
Anthony Young, Inc., New York; pic- 
ture business; 10 shares no par. 
Fanchon Royer Pictures, Ine., New 
York; theatrical; 20,000 shares—5,000 
preferred $100, 15,000 common no par. 
American Electrical Transeriptions, 
Inc., New York; radio broadcasting and 
advertising; 100 shares no par, 
California 
The Robert Corp.; capital stock, %50,- 
000, none subscribed. Robert Woolsey, 
Bert Wheeler, Edward Cline. 
Permits to sell stock issued to: 
Moto-Speedway Co., Ltd.; motorcycle 
racing. Capital, 260 shares, par $10; per- 
mitted to issue all. 











Cory 


and Louis Weiss; H. Grier; $2,559, 


Jesse LL. Lasky 
Capital, 1,000 shares, no par, 
to issue 600, 

International Transcriptions, Ltd. To 
manufacture radio broadcast transcrip- 
tions Capital, 1,000 shures, no par. 
Permitted to issue all. 

a 


Productions, Ine. 
Permitted 


Judgments 


P Al Kohn; Skouras Theatres Corp; 
7? 
Samuel Lesselbaum 
heimer; Films and S« 
Samuel Platnick; Skouras T) 
$205 
Iiarry Barris; ©. T 
Artelass Pictures 


and John Man- 


eatres 


Lester; $1,183. 
Corp., Max Weiss 
Gr r > 55¢ 


> 


Studios Favor Pulp Mag Yarns 
Low Rates; Budget Cuts Continue 


Hollywood, Oct. 10, 
Major studios are now going 
ever the pulp magazine field with 
a fine-tooth comb as a_ possible 
source of picture story material. 


Continued budget cutting, and the 
possibilities of buying yarns from 
the pulp mags at a figure consid- 
erably lower than that of the better 
grade mags, are the main reasons, 
Studios figure that no matter who 
the author is, the general public is 
little impressed by their names, 
Stories bought from the class aue 
thors and mags need the same 
adaptation treatment given the 
cheaper yarns. In many instances, 
stories written by literary names 
have proved disappointments when 
transferred to the screen. Studios 
claim now that for screen purposes, 
the cheap mag yarns are as ace 
ceptable as those published in the 
class periodicals. 

Warners last week bought ‘The 
Keyhole,’ by Raoul Whitfield, from 
‘Black Mask,’ pulp detective mag. 
Yarn will be assigned either to 
Warren Wiiliam or William Powell. 
Paramount is reading everything 
printed in the pulp detective mags, 
and in a number of cases is assign- 
ing writers to do screen plays af 
stories in current issues. If 
yarns look like screen possibilities, 
studio will make a bid for them, 

Same is true of Metro, where € 
number of writers are working on 
magazine stories as yet unpur= 
chased. In this manner, studio cap 
determine whether the story ig 
screen material before purchasing, 


Fate of Indie Films 
Now Based on Whims 
Of State Righters 


Hollywood, Oct. 10, 

Returning here from a_ selling 
trip through the east, an indepen= 
dent producer reports that no longer 
can indies make pictures with the 
publiec’s reaction in mind. Instead 
they have to make them to appeal 
to the individual likes and dislikes 
of the various state rights buyers, 
included or eliminated as the taste 
might be. 

Producer was unable to sell oné 
of his pictures, a society drama, to 
a dialectician distributor in Philadele 
phia, because the buyer was unfas# 
miliar with drawing room surround» 
ings. 

In another case, after his picture 
had been screened, two reels withe 
out anything sensational happening, 
the buyer grabbed his hat, pleading 
an appointment, As he reached the 
projection room door two shots were 








heard from the screen. The buyer 





returned, finally making a deal for 
the picture. 

One of the most successful indfe 
producers sticks to the same fore 
mula for all his pictures. Following 








| will 


the main title, the screen becomes 
dark, A scream rings out, and the 
picture opens with one of the chare 


acters laying dead on the floor, 
Throughout he _ stresses sudden 
death, He contends that the action 


interests the majority of buyers, 
who care little about story, sets or 
names, 

Indie film makers assert it is ime 
possible to get a price for their pic« 
tures unless the state righters are 
particularly interested. No matter 
how poor it is in their opinion, the 
buyers might like it and the price 
it brings for the territory goes up. 
On the other hand, should it ree 
ceive national acclaim, if the bug» 
ers no like, it brings peanuts, 


Thompson-Andrews Will 
Direct One for Radio 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Del Andrews, who has been prée 
production editor at Radio, will take 
time off from this job to co-direct 
‘Collusion’ with Harlan Thompson, 
Latter gets a meg from Paramount 
for this film. 

It’s the first one Bartlett Cormack 
produce with no cast yet sem 





| lected. 


nd, Ine $78,380. | 


jan 





Two ‘House’ Adaptations 


Hollywood, Oct. 10 
Nunnally Johnson and Marty 
Martin have been assigned to make 


adaptation of ‘International 
House,’ the Brant-Heifita original 
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Suitably Toned Down to Meet 
International Standards 
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A French Production 
With Universal Appeal 
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Oakland Shifts 
Oakland, Oct. 10. 

The Fox- West Coast took over the 
Orpheum this week and supplied 
itself with four downtown theatres, 
controlling the first-run release 
here. Art Miller was moved to the 
Orpheum from the State, being re- 
placed by Bryant Weist, formerly 
at the Orpheum. 

Phil Phillips goes from the Fox- 
Oakland to San Francisco, where he 
yeplaced Bob Harvey. Frank Bur- 
hans of the Warfield has taken 
charge of the Fox-Oakland. 





Uhrichsville, O. 

Cc. BE. Wheland and J. H. Guthrie 
of Twin City Theatre Co. have an- 
nounced that A. Schwartz and J. W. 
Shulman have surrendered the lease 
on the State here, which they have 
held for past year. Following reno- 
vation and new equipment, theatre 
will be reopened by new owners as 
now first run. 





Canton, O. 


WB surrendered option on Palace, 
one of the two ace houses of Can- 
ton, and will devote entire attention 
to the operation of the Alhambra, 
now first run. 


Steubenville, O. 
Olympic, second-run WB house, is 
dark, Warners giving up the lease 
and returning house to owner, who 
plans to reopen theatre soon. 


Jamaica, L. I., N. Y. 
Skouras took over old Fox and re- 
named it the New Jamaica theatre. 
House is under direction of Harold 
F. Janecky, Skouras supervisor in 
Queens, assisted by Nate Simons, 








Easton, Pa. 
Earle, Allentown, reopened with 
new policy, three changes weekly. 
New Western sound equipment. 
Wilmer & Vincent’s State, Allen- 
cows. reopened; new manager, Jack 
an, 





Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Prudential Playhouses, Inc., under 
presidency of J. M. Seider, which 
operates houses in Long Island, is 
adding two new houses—at North- 
port, which is nearing completion, 
and Smithtown. 





Los Angeles. 

Meyer and Shapiro have bought 
the Owl, L. A., from Ray Rossen. 
Unique, L. A. grind, has been sold 
to Pete Lasher by P. R. L. circuit. 

Herb Norris closed the Airdome, 
El Centro, Oct. 2, after operating it 
all summer. 

William C. Ricord, Jr., has been 
appointed manager of the F-WC 
Embassy, reopening Oct. 13. 





San Francisco. 

Nasser Bros. spending approxi- 
mately $75,000 in dolling up nabor- 
hood New Mission, including new 
wiring. House will stay open dur- 
ing alterations. 

Aaron Goldberg’s downtown Circle 
reopens next week after extensive 
alterations. 

Following changes in ownership 
recorded by Film Board of Trade: 
Gaiety, San Francisco, from J. W, 
Baker to F. W. Carbine. Royal 
Stockton, from Stephen Natali to 
Fred Mah. Century, Oakland, from 
Ervin Lee to Century Theatre Corp. 
by Dean Gross. 

J. Samis, owner of Hester, San 
Jose, will open the San Jose this 
month. House, built several years 
ago, has never been lighted. 

Otto Lochbaum is opening the 
New Regent, San Mateo, dark for 
several years, 


_ 





Montgomery, Ala, 
Lloyd Towns, former manager of 
Academy, Selma, assumed manage- 
ment for Publix-Wilby theatres, 
Succeeding Richard Kennedy, new 
@istrict manager for theatres in sev- 
eral southern states. 








THURSTON 
KNUDSON 


(STAFF OF K. H. J.) 











Creator of “MULTIPLE RHYTHM” 
(Authentic Jungle Rhythm) 
Sole Accompanist (Tom Toms) 

im Their Jungle Dance “TABU” In 
Sid Grauman’s Prologue, “RAIN” 
By Special Request—Multiple Rhythm 
in “Congo,” WALTER HUSTON 
M-G-M PICTURE 











Denver. 


Sam Cain. 

Five reopenings this territory: Co- 
lonial, Pueblo; Colorado, Aguilar, 
Colo.; Aladdin, Minatore, Neb.; 
Pastime, Springer, N. M., and Ar- 
vada, Arvada, Wyo. Four closings: 
Princess, Ault, Colo.; Manitou, 
Manitou, Colo.; Rialto, Cheyenne 
Wells, Colo., and Alhambra, Ther- 
mopolis, Wyo. 

Fox West Coast has traded its 
Grand, Rocky Ford, Colo., to Chas. 
Decker for his Luna at North Platte, 
Neb, 


r 





Spokane, 

H. D. McBride, formerly manager 
of the State (Universal), replaced 
Edgar Hart as manager of the Or- 
pheum for Fox West Coast, which 
has taken over the State and Or- 
pheum. James Runte, previously 
assistant manager to Tom Olsen at 
the Fox, is managing the State, 





Birmingham, 

Union walked out of the Alabama 
last week because of differences in 
new contracts after Wilby-Kincey 
took operation of house over from 
Publix. New operators informed 
cuts would be made, three operators 
and one stagehand being demanded 
instead of the usual four and two 
arrangement. 

Tiger, at Auburn, reopened for the 
college season and scale cut to 25c. 
Rivoli, Talladega, taken over by A. 
+ Luker and the name changed to 

ox. 





New York. 
Arthur H. Jeffrey joined WB as 
assistant on exploitation to James C. 
Furman, advertising head of the 
Greater New York houses. 





Ft. Wayne. 
Jefferson, local RKO spot, re- 
opens Saturday (15), straight pic- 
ture grind, three changes weekly. 





Des Moines. 

Publix reopened Paramount, Wa- 
terloo, Oct. 7. 

Publix personnel changes in this 
territory take A. W. Baker from the 
Paramount, Des Moines, to Indiana- 
polis, succeeded by William Mick, 
manager. 

Milton Simon to the Casino, Mar- 
shalltown, as manager, succeeded 
at the Strand, Des Moines, by K. 
A. Becker. Becker formerly man- 
aged the Marshalltown house. 

A. E. Wilson, former assistant 
manager, State, Cedar Rapids, to 
the Palace, Waterloo, as manager. 

E. L, Whitney, Chares City, pur- 
chased picture house at Pella, Ia, 





Birmingham. 
J. H. Marchand, manager of the 


Crown, Mobile, made manager of 
Paramount, Gulfport, Miss., ‘Bob 
Hampton, manager Paramount, 


shifting to the Crown, Mobile. 





Cedar Rapids, Ia. 
Emmett Lockard, now managing 
Publix State, coming here from Co- 
lumbus, Neb., was formerly house 
manager of Paramount here. 





Denver. 
Gerald Whitney, manager of 
Tabor, and later the Orpheum, made 
F-WC city manager at Boulder, 
Col., over two houses, the Curran 
and Isis. George Pappen moved 
from Boulder to Longmont, Col., to 
manage the Longmont theatre, suc- 

ceeding Millard Gettier, resigned. 





Des Moines. 
Community theatre opened at 
New Market, Ia., E. Bridgman, man- 
ager. 
The Iowa reopened in Cedar Rap- 
ids, after being dark all summer, 
Harry Holdsberg, manager. 





Quincy, Tl. 
The Orpheum and Belasco, closed 
during the summer, except for 


Saturday and Sunday night shows 
in the Orph, reopened Oct. 2 for 
season. Colonial, other downtown 
house, opened week ago. Perry 
Hoeffler local manager for the three 
houses, 





Sioux City, Ia. 
Orpheum will reopen Oct. 14 on 
three-day schedule. Omer E. Ken- 
yon, manager. Five acts with films. 





Davenport, Ia. 
Orpheum, closed past three 
months, will be lighted Oct. 14 ona 
three-day-a-week schedule, Charles 
G. Branham, Publix manager in Des 
‘ewan supervising. Roy Kautz re- 





Suit of MGM against Sophie | 
Critcher over unplayed pictures has 
been continued to Nov. 1. Suit in- | 
volves films under contract when 
she sold her theatre in Pueblo to 





A Natural 





Local Orpheum dedicated ‘A 
Bill of Divorcement’ to the Lat- 
ter Day Saints Church (Mor- 
mon) Conference visitors. 

Church frowns officially upon 
divorce, 


| 
| Salt Lake City, Oct. 10. 





| 











Chicago Taxes 
‘A’ Houses $600 
On Equipment 





Chicago, Oct. 10. 

A form of taxation previously not 
imposed except superficially, has 
been invoked by the local taxing 
bodies against Chicago’s 358 picture 
Close to $1,750,000 in ap- 
praised values for ‘personal prop- 
erty,’ meaning equipment, will be 
taxed for 1932. This works out in 
actual cosi to the theatres as around 
$700 for the Chicago, $600 for the 
Palace,’ Oriental, Uptown and Tiv- 
oli, and $500 for McVickers, State- 
Lake, United Artists, Harding, Pic- 
cadilly and others classified by the 
county as ‘Group B.’ 

Chicago’s financial distress has 
made taxes hard to beat or whittle 
down. ‘Personal property’ is being 
enforced locally up to the hilt. It 
adds about $20,000 a year to the op- 
erating overhead of Balaban & 
Katz’s 35 houses. Maurice Leonard 
is handling the matter for B & K. 


PUBLIX’S SPOTLIGHT 
TO END B. 0. GYPPERY 


After a noticeable increase in de- 
falcations in managerial and cash- 
ier ranks during the past year, Pub- 
lix is beginning to throw the spot- 
light of publicity on persons caught 
with the goods. This week the en- 
tire circuit will be advised of the 
latest case of gypping to come to 
notice. 

Presumed purpose in telling of the 
confession of Jacob Claar, assistant 
manager of Paramount, Newport 
News, Va., through house organ 
channels, is to place every manager 
on guard, with the subtle hint that 
in future anyone embezzling funds 
will not be spared, regardless. In 
the past when the industry uncov- 
ered thievery, tendency had been to 
soft-pedal names and details. 


theatres. 











PUBLIX ADV. DEPT. SHIETS 


Len Daly is out and Virginia 
Morris has resigned, due to illness 
from the Paramount advertising 
depurtment, New York. Both 
worked on press books under Bill 
Danziger. 

Louis Harris, formerly with the 
Calderone circuit on Long Island, 
and H. C. Danson, who was with 
Hy Daab at Radio, have been 
brought in. 





turns as orchestra leader and five 
acts of vaudeville will be played. 
House manager not yet appointed. 

The Spencer, Rock Island, second 
run, reopened Oct. 1. 





E. L. Whitney of Charles City, Ia., 
purchased picture house in Pella, 
and will assume management at 
once, 





Los Angeles. 
Speed Borst replaces Al Hoffman 
as manager Fox Uptown, 





Newark. 
Charles Michelson is assistant 
manager of Terminal. He formerly 
ran the Butler, Butler, and the Co- 
lonial, Pompton Lakes. 
Dick Reilly manager of the re- 
opened Mosque. 





Chicago Dumps Duals Almost 


100%; 


Ease Public Back to One Feature 





L. A. State’s Ist 25c Top 
In 10 Yrs. Meets RKO Fee 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Shift in policy, which put Loew’s 
State, downtown deluxer for F-WC, 
into a straight sound policy Oct. 6, 
also brought the house into the 25c 
admission class for the first time in 
nearly 10 years. Low tariff is in 
force daily, except Sundays, from 
9 to 11 a. m. 

Previous b. o. price of 35c from 
11 to 1 o’clock continues; then 40c 
until 6 p. m., and 65c to close. A 
10c extra fee from 6 to 11 p. m. 
provides free parking at the May 
Co. garage, two and a half blocks 
away. New gate of 25c was de- 
cided upon to compete with the 
RKO, also opening at 9, with the 
two-bits scale effective at the Iat- 
ter until 1 p. m, 


Chi Help Wanted Ads 
Lead to Projection 
School, $350 Tuition 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Help wanted advertising in the 
local dailies is being used by the 
California Operators Training Asso- 
ciation, Room 906, 6 N. Clark Street. 
H. Paul McManus, in interviewing 
applicants, offers to make them pro- 
ficient in sound projection engineer- 
ing or theatre projection for $350 
tuition. 

Full course is given in Abington, 
Ill., where the association claims to 
own a theatre. Film Daily Year 
Book lists no theatre there. Popu- 
lation of Abington is 2,771. It’s the 
first name in the Illinois census, 

For those who don’t want to 
matriculate at Abington a corre- 
spondence course {fs available at 
$150. No promises of employment 
are made but affiliation with the 
Associated Projectionists of Amer- 
ica is mentioned. 

Just how graduates could get into 
the I. A. is one of the omissions. A 
monthly bulletin called ‘Sound 
Track’ is on display for the benefit 
of prospective pupils. 


Woods, Chicago, Opening 


Chicago, Oct. 10, 

Aaron Jones will again operate 
the Woods theatre on a straight 
picture policy. Prior to its adoption 
of burlesque the latter part of last 
season the Woods was so operated 
by Johnny Jones. Latter has since 
been operating a house in Highland 
Park and living there. 

Woods will make a new start Nov. 
1 buying product where and as it 
can, 


Hold 2 in Roger Sherman 
Theatre, N. H., Hold-Up 


New Haven, Oct. 10. 

Leo Freiberger and John O’Brien 
and two women companions are be- 
ing held by the Cleveland police as 
suspects in holdup of the local 
Roger Sherman theatre, New Haven, 
a week ago. 

Bandits broke into manager’s of- 
fice as Sunday’s receipts were be- 
ing counted and escaped with $1,450. 
Traced to Ohio by auto markers, 
men are awaiting identification by 
local authorities. 


E. M. Loew’s Indie Labor 


Worcester, Mass., Oct. 10. 

E. M. Loew, indie New England 
operator, has contracted to employ 
members of the Brotherhood of Mo- 
tion Picture Employes of North 
America, Inc., an independent or- 
ganization not affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. 

Loew’s houses 
union operated for several years. 























have been non-|! 
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Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Chicago quietly dug a hole and 
buried dcuble features last week. 
By prearrangement the funeral was 
private. As far as possible the the- 
atres acted like one of those stern 
fathers who, having disowned an 
erring daughter, pretends there 
never was such a .critter. 

Also shod with rubber heels was 
the other part of the city-wide 
agreement. It was hoped that the 
public wouldn't notice that the 1l5c. 
cinema had been practically abol- 
ished. The 20c. minimum admis- 
sion, sneaked in as the extra fea- 
ture, sneaked out, Henceforth, 
houses charging less than 20c. will 
have to be patient. Their bids must 
wait until the 14th week of release. 

While these two major maneuvers 
were being accomplished with less 
than 10 theatres in the area cling- 
ing to double features as their life- 
blood, most of the larger houses 
scaled anywhere from 35-65c. were 
clipping a nickle or a dime from 
their scale and throwing all the 
emphasis upon the reduction in ad- 
missions. At the same time shorts 
were billed in great detail to make 
the show look quantitative. 

Dailies last Monday and Tuesday 
were a mass of house ads, with 
prices in bold face dominating 
everything else. That was the only 
direct intimation the public received 
that double features were in Ge- 
henna, 


Confound Pessimists 


Film Row and the trade generally 
were surprised when the pact actu- 
ally went into effect. Previous ef- 
forts to measure double features for 
a coffin had been defeated and sim- 
ilar campaigns in other cities, as re- 
ported, did not furnish encouraging 
precedents. However, when Chi- 
cago’s coup became a fait accompli 
there was much congratulatory in- 
terchange. 

Strangely enough, what grum- 
bling was heard during the first 
week came from the circuits. Indie 
exhibs were uniformly pieased. 
However, the circuits are morally 
obligated to give the single feature 
policy a fair trial, which Film Row 
interprets to mean until Jan. 1. 

Squawks from the public were re- 
ported, but not numerous enough 
to frighten anybody. Managers 
agreed in advance that patrons 
would get over any peeve, espe- 
cially when they realized that the 
house around the corner was op- 
erating on a similar basis. Most 
houses are now offering a feature, 
one .two-reeler, three one-reelers 
and a newsreel. 

Chicago exhibitors have displayed 
exceptional unity and solidarity in 
putting through this reform and it 
is believed that after the first two 
or three weeks the necessary read- 
justments will be made and the 
single feature will be a boon to 
everyone; including vaudeville booke 
ers who have their fingers crossed, 


Sue Theatre for Ground Rent 











| 


| 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Suit for $1,450, which represents 
rental on a ground lease since 1930, 
at $50 a month, has been filed in 
Municipal court by Stafford 8S. Hare 
low against Hansen Theatre Co., 
operating the Marcal in Hollywood 
blvd. 

Harlow is the assignee of C. F. 
Evans, who owns the land on which 
the Marcal stands. 





RENA = RATHBUN 


A PAIR OF “TIGHTS” 
This Week 





(Oct. 6), Paramount, 
Los Angeles 








FANCHON & MARCO Present 


SYLVIA CLARK 


In “HER BIRTHDAY PARTY” 


BOBBIE KUHN as “UNCLE BOBBIE” 




















| 








Has returned after four months of European tour and is appearing at Publix-Paramount-B. & K. Chicago Theatre, Chicago—as Concert 








VIOLIN VIRTUOSO 


Master of the Symphony Orchestra. 
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F.& M. SETS 
NEW HIGHS 


FOR PROFIT! 





Unprecedented success greets F. & M. 


de luxe stage shows everywhere 


These are only two of the 
many de luxe Fanchon & 
Matrco attractions now on 
tour. Others getting’ rave 
reviews and breaking box 


office records are: 


SALLY 


starring Mary Eaton 
* 


with Kathryn Crawford and 
Bobby Watson 
» 
THE DESERT 
SONG 


starring Perry Askam 


HOLLYWOOD 
COMEDIANS 


starring Teddy Joyce, Ben 
Turpin, Snub Pollard, 
Walter Hier, Lamberti 


FOLLOW 
THRU 


starring Joe Penner and 
Olive Olsen 


TED LEWIS 


and his Fanchon & Marco 
Jubilee Show 


Flo Ziegfeld’s 


WHOOPEE 


personally supervised by Eddie Cantor 


Opened to tremendous ovation 
Loew’s State, Los Angeles 


L. A. HERALD said,“The opus major to date for Fanchon & Marco is achieved 
with ‘Whoopee.’ Tops all previous Loew’s State shows. It is a grand production.” 
L, A. NEWS said,““Whoopee’ is the best musical show presented by Fanchon & 
Marco so far. F.& M. have done right by Flo Ziegfeld’s show. It is a riot of laughs 


and music and preity girls.” 


GEORGIA MINSTRELS 


A smash hit colored revue! 


Busted the record set by “Irene’ at | 
Fox West Coast Theatre, Long Beach, Cal. 


The papers raved. L.A. NEWS said, “‘Famous Georgia Minstrels’ one of the most 
delightful stage shows Fanchon & Marco ever staged.” L.A. EXAMINER said, 
“How those boys are on the stage! It’s a grand stage show, and with all due respect 
to Messrs. Laurel and Hardy, and their current giggle getter, the Georgia singers and 
dancers stop the program.” L. A. HERALD said, “A very imposing, hot and 


tuneful show.” 
Q 








FANCHON & MARCO, Inc. 
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6 RKO Vaude 


Further elimination of vaudeville 
take six more weeks off the | 


Districts 


will 
RKO route by January 1. 
where shows will drop out are Texas 
and the middle west. Two and one 
half weeks for Fanchon and Marco 


are also effected. This cuts the 
RKO book down to 13 weeks. 

The acts are slated to go out of 
San Antonio Nov. 3 and by Jan. 1 
they will also be out of Dallas and 
Houston unless policies are rear- 
yanged before the new year. 

The F-M split weeks effected are 
in Akron, Cleveland and Omaha. 
RKO vaudeville also departs from 
these towns on the other halves by 
Nov. 1. 

Charles Koerner, divisional direc- 
tor for RKO southern division, is 
currently in New York to see the 
operating heads, H. B. Franklin and 
Herschel Stuart. Bill Raynor in 
charge of New England is also in 
town to set the new policy for F-M 
presentations at the Memoria}, 





! 
| 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Gae Foster, Fanchon-Marco pro- 
ducer, left here yesterday (Sunday), 
for Boston where she will stage 
units in the RKO theatre. 

These units are separate from 
those put on at the Metropolitan 
(Publix) there. 


COLUMBO AT N. Y. STATE 
DIRECT FROM CAPITOL 


Russ Columbo and orchestra, at 
Capitol, New York, this 
week, jump direct to the same cir- 
the 


Loew's 


cuit’s other Broadway house, 
State, next week. 

State will dispense with its regu- 
Jar pit orchestra for the first time 
with Columbo's orchestra doubling 
between pit and stage. In addition 
to closing the vaudeville bill on the 
stage the visiting crew will accom- 
pany the rest of the bill from the 
trench. 

Following the Columbo week the 
house band returns. The Capitol 
has periodically replaced its pit or- 
chestra with doubling name bands 
for some time. 


RKO Heads Overrule 
Agents on Oz Privileges 


Martin Beck and George Godfrey 


overruled the RKO agents’ associa- 
tion in the latter’s barring of O. L. 
Oz from the booking floor. 
the 
Jacob’s, was given full floor privi- 
leges after the booking heads re- 
versed the association's previous 
decision. 

Miss Jacobs had been notified 
that the agents’ board did not ob- 
ject to her partnership with Oz, but 
that the latter could not come on 
the floor. Oz was last on the floor 
In partnership with Phil Morris. 


Oz, as 


new agency partner of Jenie 


PLAN ‘DRACULA’ AS TAB 

Bela Lugosi is planning a _ pic- 
ture house tour with a 
version of ‘Dracula,’ the 
which he would play the lead and 
Produce it himself. 

Lugosi has opened negotiations 
with Louis Cline, theatrical rep for 
Horace Liveright, who produced the 
Diay. } 


condensed 


play in 











Tithe Change, Layoff 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

F& M's ‘Hi-Lights’ has been | 
changed to ‘Spotlights. Unit, laying 
off currently due to Loew's State 
policy shift to straight sound, re- 
sumes its route at San Diego next 
weekend. 

Walter Sachs is manager of the 
Outfit. 


Kathryn Parsons and Band 


Kathryn Parsons, CBS sustaining 


regular, goes into the Gates, Brook- | 
lyn, Oct. 18, with a 13 piece band | 
as the preliminary to a series of | 
Loew dates. 

Miss Parsons has been on the 
network for the past vea coming | 
from vaude where she had done a| 
single | 


| Bill 


| 14 
| Billy 
| in 


Weeks Out of Texas 
And Midwest, 


ounce + 


Leaving Only 13 


WHITEMAN FOR LOEW 


Playing Two October Weeks—Back 
on Air for G. M. 





Paul 


for a couple of Loew dates. 


Whiteman has been 
Opens 
for a week at the Valencia, Jamaica 
(14) and 
up with a week at the Metropolitan, 
Brooklyn. Salary is $6,000. 
Whiteman returns to tne 


this Friday follows this 


air for 


General Motors during the second 
week (24), taking over the spot 
previously held by the G. M. ‘Pa- 


rade of the States’ Mon- 


day nights. 


Tho Biz Wasn’t Bad 
Colored Show Folds 
As Geared Too High 


After a tough week of onenight- 


program 





ers through Pennsylvania, 
Edelsten brought in his colored va- 
riety road show, headed by Stepin 
Fetchit, last week. Caster-man- 
ager paid off everything. 

Colored troupe is deemed by 
“delsten to have been hooked up 
too high for a $1 top as biz wasn't 
bad. The nut was $3,600, of which 
Fetchit received $500 a week, with 


the company numbering 50 people 
including a 12-piece band. Outfit 
traveled by bus and scenery by 
trucks. 

Edelsten had Dave Lodge, Phila- 
delphia billposter, and Bill Horter, 
Philly printer, in with him orig- 
inally, but they bowed out. 


Ed Hutchinson, who was to have 
promoted the backing for another 
similar one night tour for a revue 
headed by Mary Nolan, Jack 
Squires, Fred Hildebrand and 
‘Blackface’ Eddie Nelson, failed to 


secure the necessary capital, and 
Edelsten’s idea to send this troupe 
out is now cold. 


RKO Theatre Dept. Steps 





On Ziegfeld Tab Deal 





RKO’s theatre department's neg- 


booked | 


Willie | 


| agents. 


| George 


| 
| 
| 


 ASPEVECEE 





Heroless Cubs 





Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Brulsed and battered fron 

their four straight defeats in 

the World Series. the Chicag« 

| Cubs disbanded “withe ut any- 

one thrusting theatrical cor 
tracts at them. 

Balaban and Katz had been 

lukewarm before the Series, 


but after Ruth and Gehrig left 
town the theatre boys just 
forgot about the matter. 











Mostly Commish Squawks 
Among 14 Cases Up for 


commission 
the 14 
cases up for arbitration at the RKO 
last 
board 


Seven disputes over 


| eetween agents were among 


lagents’ board meeting week. 


\In three instances the re- 


| 


In one reversal, commish from 


Sylvia and Clemence, for Indianap- | 


olis and Louisville, was awarded to 


Ed Morse of Chicago. Previous rul- | 


ing called for a commish split with 
Weber-Simon. New ruling was on 
the grounds that the bookings were 
made prior to the present agreement 
between New York and Chicago 
The board broke one of the 
association’s rules by giving a rea- 
son for its decision. 

Nick Agneta was ordered to pay 
Nat Sobel 5% commission on the 
salary of Hollywood and Bartell, of 
‘Radio Rogues,’ for the life of his 
(Agneta’s) contract with the team. 
Sobel filed the complaint. 

Richy Craig, Jr., was ordered to 


‘retain Harry Romm as his RKO 
agent. Craig had applied for a re- 
lease in order to sign a personal 


|management contract with Charlie | 


| Morrison. 
Choos’ request for com- 
mish on Everett Marshall at the 





Albee, Brooklyn, was denied. Albee 
;}commish goes to Harry Romm, but 
| Choos collects on Marshall's Palace 
salary this week. Romm cannot 
| submit the act further until matter 
|}of release from Choos & Kalcheim 
is settled. 

; Complaint of Blondell & Mack 
against Lee Stewart, over commish 
|from Jennie Goldstein at the Acad- 
emy, New York, was denied, but the 


bookings. 
Davis’ Dual Split 


Jeff Davis, Boston agent, must 
split commish with James Plunkett 


Arbitration by Agents 


|scinded its own previous decisions. | 
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~ Gives Reasons; 


Only Large Request 


Albee's Will Ignores N. V. A. and 


Waliers $362,807 


to Employee 





Jewish Holidays Take 
Belle Baker Off Bill 


| Declining to work on Yom Kippur 
| (Monday), Belle Baker made a last- 
leave the 
New 
Langford 


minute decision to stage 
Paramount 


Frances 


show at 
Ruth Roye 
replaced. 

Miss Baker, at $4,000, played the 
Par last week and was to have held 
over currently with the of the 
bill. 


and 


rest 


Act Vacations on 
RKO; Arrived in N. 0. 
Moath Ahead of Time 


Dallas, Oct. 10. 

It's costing RKO $50 weekly for 
four weeks to square a month’s 
layoff by the Three French Misses 
| here, necessitated by a booking jam 
in the New York office. Act thought 
| it was to open in New Orleans Sept. 
| 30, after a week here, but found out 
| that it got there a month ahead of 
time. 
After issuing the New Orleans 
contract to the French Misses the 
booking office gummed itself up with 
other bookings for that town and 
|found itself unable to deliver the 
| date until Oct. 28. 
| The girls are spending a month's 
vacation here at RKO’s expense, 
| with the remuneration to be allo- 
|eated on their salary for other and 
later RKO dates. 


MASTBAUM’S BIG NAME 





Philadelphia, Oct. 10. 
The Mastbaum, Philly’s largest 
cinema and flagship of the Stanley- 


act reverts to B. & M. for anv future | Warner chain, will reopen Friday 


4), after being dark since early 
June. Relighting was promised 
| se ‘eral times before, but the infan- 
}tile paralysis scare and 
conditions kept the nouse 





crosed 


ative vote called off the booking |and Charlie Morrison on bookings | yntil now. 


office’s deal with Eddie Dowling by 
the latter 
brought 27 Ziegfeld musicals 
the RKO theatres in tab form. 

Dowling obtained from Billie 
Burke the tab rights to her late 
husband's shows from 1917 on, and 
commenced negotiations with Mar- 
tin Beck through the Harry Fitz- 
gerald office. Dowling proposed to 
reproduce the shows with as many 
of the original cast members as 
possible. 


which would have 


into 


Revue Cast as Act 


A new act breaking 
York Agnes Ayres, 
Seabury, Ken Nichols, 
Wolcott, and Veres Deane. 
All, or most, of the cast were re- 
cently in the co-operative touring 
revue, ‘Merry-Go-Round,’ which quit 
after being out about three weeks. 


SAILORS’ HURRY CALL 
Three Sailors opened at the 
ace, New York, Saturday (8) 
than an hour after arriving from 
Toronto on a hurry call from the 





in around 
New includes 


Lorena 


less 


| booking office. 


They replaced Hill and Hoffman 
forced out at the last minute by) 
illness. 


DOROTHY LEE AS ACT 


Hollywood, Oct. 
left here Sunday 
where she opens Oct. 
She teamed 
appeared with 
‘Footlights 


from thi 


10. 
Dorothy Lee (%) 
for Milwaukee 
for RKO. 
Taft who 
the local musical, 
Pair will material 


production as act 


with 


he 


is 


use 
their 


Orowitz With Richman 
M. Orowltz be 
of Harry Richman for 
baum, Philly, reopening 
publicity 
Orowitz 


E will in advance 
the Mia 
Oct. 1¢é {or 
purposes 
has latterly beer mm) «Othe 


radio field 


for Norton and Smith and Harmon 
and Claxton. In the Harmon and 
Claxton case a previous decision 
giving Davis all the commish was 
reversed. 

Veber-Simon voluntarily granted 
Claude and Marion’s request for re- 


| lease, but the Max Theilon Troupe’s 
| bid for release from the same 


Pal- | 


agency was denied. Also denied was 


|Sybilla Bowhan’s request for re- 
|lease from Harry Seamon. 
| Orville Stamm, Renoff, Renova 


jand Bekefi, Seven Trojans, Barney 
,|Grant, Howard and Mack, Tarzan 


and Barto, Cunningham and Barto | 


releases from 
disenfran- 


obtained automatic 
Joe Sullivan, recently 
chised. 

Application by Nat Sobel] for per- 
mission to engage Shep Waldman 
his associate on the floor was 
turned down. Upon a request from 
Nick Agneta for a ruling as to the 
right of the William Morris office to 
submit one of his acts for bookings, 
the board ruled that the Morris 
office does not hold an official fran- 
chise, 


as 





Blue Back for Allied Pix; 


Janney in ‘Circus’ Unit 
Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Monte Blue arrived here Wednes- 
day (5) to start at once on twe 
tures for M. H. Hoffman, for 
lied release. 

Actor withdrew from 
& M's ‘Movie Circus’ unit 
cago, and will join in three 
Leon Janney is replacing Blue 
porarily. 


Al- 


of F 
Chi- 


weeks. 


cast 


in 


ANNA CHANDLER’S SKIT 
Los Angeles, Oct. 1( 
Anna Chandler is framing a skit 
Bobby Gordon 
based on the picture 


with which will be 


Blessed Event 


Gordon played in this WBE picture 
Act will break ir for Sidney 
Schaliman in the F-WC one night- 
‘ers 


fea- | 


tem- | 


| First show has Harry Richman, 
| Dorethy Jordan, and Benny Davis 
las triple headliners with the Three 
|Diamond Bros., Marion Kingston 
}and others on stage show bill. Pic- 
|ture is ‘Blondie of the Follies.’ 

Milton Charles wil] again be at the 
| console. 








‘Trio Plan Act Based 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Alberta Vaughn, Kit Guard and 
|}Al Cooke are preparing an act 
|written around their former series 
of two-reelers for F.B.O., ‘The Tele- 
{phone Girl.’ Material being 
turned out by Ralph Ceder, who di- 
rected these shorts. 

| RKO is interested in the act, 
' figuring its patrons may remember 
|the shorts which had their release 
‘in RKO houses. Bill Meiklejohn 
| office is handling the trio, 


is 


Magicians Gather 


Syracuse, Oct. 10. 
Thurston, Mrs. Harry 
names in magic’s 


Howard 
| Houdini and other 
'realm will attend the annual con- 
vention of the New York State di- 
|vision of the Society of American 
| Magicians here, Oct. 29. 


Other organizations to be repre- 
sented at the conclave will include} 
}the International Brotherhood of 


International Mentalist 
Mystic Makers and In- 
Magic Circle. 


Magic ans, 
Association, 


ternational 


GOMEZ-WINONA FLY EAST 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Gomez and Winona left here Fri- 
day (7) by plane for New York 
where they will play two weeks at 
the Capitol. Act finished at Grau- 
mans Chinese Thursday (6) 

Following this engagement team 
is expected to go into the Eddie 
Cantor vaude-rev ue Lyons and 
‘Lyons negotiated the booking 


York. 


POLICY; 3 HEADLINERS 


general 


| 


An estate appraised last week at 
$3,837,614 gross and $3,..7 12 net 
was left by the late E. F. Albee 


| whose total personal wealth is es- 
| timated at $20,000,000. The rest of 
| the $20,000,000, or thereabouts, had 
| been devoted to the establishment 
of large trust funds for immediate 
}members of the family three years 
lor more before the Keith-Albee 
| president's death at Palm Beach, 
| Fla., on March 11, 1930 

Securities valued at $3,019,057 
comprised the bulk of the appraised 


estate most of which consisted of 
holdings in the RKO corporation 
and its subsidiaries. Albee got 


$4,500,000 for the common stock in 
the company when passing control 
of the circuit to Joseph P. Kennedy. 

The family trust funds are said to 
contain the $5,000,000 received by 
Albee upon the merger of the Keith- 
Albc2 and Orpheum circuits, in ad- 
dition to the personal fortune com- 
piled by Albee during his many 
| vehi at the head of the then vast 
vaudeville interests, 


Bequests 


Mrs. Laura F, Albee, the widow, 
was bequeathed the major share of 


the appraised estate, $2,067,612, 
which included $1,000,000 in’ cash, 
$45,951 in her husband's personal 


property, $175,000 in property at 
Mamaroneck, N. Y., and the resid- 
uary estate. Second largest bequest 
was a gift to J. Henry Walters of 
$362,807. Walters, a former State 
Senator and Albee’s personal coun- 


sel, is with RKO in the legal de- 
partment. 

Edwin G. (Ted) Lauder, Albee’s 
son-in-law and a former head of 
the K-A _ booking office, received 
$250,000. Reed A. Albee, son, re- 


ceived property at Larchmont worth 
$160,000. 

Other bequests to members of the 
family were a $100,000 trust fund to 
Edward Oakford, grand-nephew; 
life interest in $100,000 and $10,000 


cash each to Percy F. Albee, 
nephew, of Providence, and Grace 
Rose, niece, of Paris; $50,000 for 


life and $10,000 cash to Edna Hurd, 
of Narberth, Pa., another niece; 
$26,000 trust funds to Abbie Dickey, 
of Allston, Mass. and Charles 
Page, of South Braintree, Mass., 
cousins; life interest in $36,000 to 
a sister-in-law, Millie Albee, of 
Providence, and $10,000 in cash to 
another’ sister-in-law, Mary E. 
Smith, of New York, 

The $362,807 gift to Walters was 
the only large bequest to an er-- 
ploye. Other employes sharing were 
Phil Stern, Mae Woods, A. L. Rob- 
ertson and Harvey Watkins, $5,000 
each. Henry Chesterfield of the N. 
V. A. also got $5,000, as did Bill 
Mitchell, a friend of the deceased, 





On Former Film Shorts Charlie Woodley, colored porter in 


the booking office for many 
received $1,000. 

N. V. A. Ignored—And Reasons 

The N.V.A, received nothing, be- 
cause, according to the will, those 
who succeeded Albee in the man- 
agement of the actors’ club ‘have 
summarily dispensed with my 
services, support and co-operation.’ 
Instead, the N.V.A.’s British equiv- 
alent, Variety Artists’ Benevolent 
| Fund, received $50,000. Other pub- 


years, 





lic bequests were $25,000 to St. 
John’s Episcopal Chureh of Larch- 
mont and $100,000 each to the 
Percy Williams Home and _ the 
Actors Fund of America. It was 


| known shortly after Albee’s death 
| that he had cut off the N.V.A. in his 
| will. 

About $1,000,000 in municipal 
bonds, 4,405 shares of Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum Corp. stock, appraised at 





$166,288; 2,000 shares of tadio- 
Keith-Orpheum, worth $74.250; 
$104,000 of RKO debentures; $77,- 


| $94 in stock of the EFA Operating 
| Corp. and B. F. Keith Corp. bonds 
| placed at $90,500 comprised the se- 
lcurity holdings. 
Among personal effects 
$7,500 pleasure boat and 1 
paintings appraised at $3,000. 
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Harry Conley Bankrupt 
Harry J. vaudevillian, 

voluntary petition in bank- 
with the U. S. Court in New 


Conley. a 


filed a 
ruptey 
York 
Liabilities 
as none, 


are listed as $6.5%5 


afsets 
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LONDON ‘EVENING NEWS’ 


“Something new in va- 
riety is provided at the Pal- 
ladium this week by two 
juvenile performers, GER- 
ALDINE and JOE, who 
perform 


dance, sing and 


acrobatics. These dancers 
had a great reception, espe- 
an Apache 


cially with 


dance.” 


‘THE PERFORMER’ 


“GERALDINE and JOE, 
the. latest importation, this 
time juveniles, delighted 
These 
clever kiddies are startling 
They 


were a riotous success.” 


T. R: K. 


and intrigued us all. 


in their versatilities. 


eOHO- 


‘VARIETY NEWS’ 


“GERALDINE and JOE 
playing their first week in 
England stopped the show. 
Their offering is very ver- 


satile. The applause was 


tremendous.” 
PAT Il. 


Booked Indefinitely 


DIRECTION: 


FOSTERS’ AGENCY 


LONDON 


WEEDEN & SCHULTZ 


NEW YORK 


~ HENRI LARTIGUE 


PARIS 
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IN CHICAGO RKO AREA 





Uhicago, Oct. 10 
Nate Blumberg, 
RKO, 
with Phil Reisman, 
to visit Denver, Salt Lake} 
He will return early 
this week. Blumberg will spend! 
about a month here on this trip 
and thereafter will divide his time 
between New York and Chicago. 
Riverside, Milwaukee, resumes 
RKO vaudeville Oct. 15 booked by 
Bill Howard. At the same time 
vaudeville is dropped in St. Louis 
where the RKO outposts will re- 
turn to straight pictures. 
Blumberg ordered the Orpheum, 
Springfield, and the Orpheum, 
Champagne, to a Sunday vaud{film 
policy. 3oth houses will play five 
acts booked from Chicago by Dick 


left last Thurs- | 


sales | 


director for 
day (6) 
manager, 
jand Omaha. 





Bergen. 

Meanwhile, Dick Hoffman, who 
turned over his RKO _ book to 
Bergen, has worked out a deal 
whereby he stays with RKO in 


charge of the club department. 


Cleveland State Opens 
Oct. 14 with Vaude 


Cleveland, Oct. 10. 


With union troubles finally ironed 
out, Loew’s State reopens this Fri- 
day (14) with vaudfilm. Reopening 
of the Hipp (RKO) Oct. 8, as a pop- 
priced grind, gives town @ total 
number of eight first runs within 
a-radius of three blocks. 

First bill for State to include 
James -Barton, Ann Pennington, 
Chilton and Thomas, Charles Judels, | 
‘Song-writers on Parade’ and Five | 
Etgins, with ‘June 13’ (Par) as open- | 
ing film. Myron Roman's 16-piece 
band goes into the pit and will 
broadcast weekly. 

With the idea of giving the next 
door Palace (RKO) some more com- 
petition in the way of novelties, 
State is installing a ‘Florida Sun- 
shine’ room on mezzanine. Using 
ultra-violet lights, a sand nursery 
for children and an ice plant unit 
for the matinee checking of femme’s 
packages of perishable meats and 
groceries, 

H. M. Addison, division manager 
of local Loew circuit, is to manage 
house. Arthur Catlin, from Still- 
man, and Stanley Gosnell, from 
Penn, Pittsburgh, appointed assist- 
ants. Ted Teschner, treasurer. 
Frank Hines, shifted from RKO 
Palace to Hipp as manager assisted 
by Foster Schell, from Denver, Ted 
Thomas, former local RKO city 
manager, has stepped into Hines’ 
post at Palace with Sam Shubouf'! 
assistant. 

















MIDWEST BRIGHTENS 


Several Encouraging Omens Re- 


ported 
Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Fresh vaude encouragement for the 
season which has been somewhat late 
in starting is reported from the 
William Morris office here. Fox 
Plaza, Kansas City, is slated for a 
full week to be booked by Sam 
Bramson. Paramount, Des Moines, 
Publix, will be a last half. At the 
same time the Cecil, Mason City, 
la., is ripe to resume vaudeville 
with Nan Elliott booking. 

Peoria open both halves, the 
Sheridan, Chicago, resuming its 
stage band, several Iowa towns due 
to play RKO vaude and a scatter- 


'BLUMBERG’S CHANGES | 


Chicago division 


- Inside Stuff-Vaude 





NBC has prevailed upon RKO to refrain 
to make an exclusive tieup with one of the New York dailies in con- 
RKO tried with the 


nection with the circuit’s Opportunity Contests. 


‘Journal’ (Hearst) and was turned down, presumably because of the 
Metro-Loew relationship. By playing with no one newspaper, the net- 
work, contended, better publicity breaks all around could be obtained on 
the contest's finals with the promoters free to invite radio columnists on 
the various New York papers to act as judges. 

Eliminations are still being held at the RKO nabe houses with each 
of these tied up with some borough daily or weekly. Working along with 
the Fordham and Coliseum is the ‘Bronx Journal,’ with the Madison and 
Flushing the ‘Brooklyn Times-Union,’ with the Albee, Brooklyn, the 
‘Long Island Daily Star,’ with the Kenmore, Brooklyn, the ‘Northshore 
Journal’ and with the 86th, the ‘Stadts Zeitung.’ 





With all last halves filled up and no first half nearer than Wilkes- 
Barre to play, the paid-up members of the Friars, while sitting around 
discussing the series, decided last week to pick what they considered to 
be the all-time star players of baseball. 

A few old-timers like Paul Block, who formerly owned the Newark 
Bears, were on the picking board, so it wasn't strictly a younger genera- 
tion affair. The selections were about evenly divided between players of 
the old and new schools. 

Team as chosen by the Friars reads: Hal Chase, 1b; Eddie Collins, 
2b; Pie Traynor, 3b; Honus Wagner, ss; Ty Cobb, If; Tris Speaker, cf; 
Babe Ruth, rf; Mickey Cochrane, c; Walter Johnson, Christy Mathewson, 
Lefty Grove and Grover Cleveland Alexander, pitchers. 





Pittsburgh's Variety Club, founded over a table in Childs’ in 1927, and 
which has since grown to nation wide prominence, will resume its famed 
‘Tip Top’ dinner this-winter after a lapse of one year. Dinner will be held 
Nov. 13 and is to be in the form of a testimonial to James Balmer, club 
president for the last two years. 

Annual dinner draws theatrical celebrities from everywhere as well as 
the pick of the social and civic leaders of Pittsburgh Club, which had 
its inception with John H. Harris, of the Harris theatre family, first won 
attention when it adopted a foundling picked up in the lobby of the 
Sheridan Square theatre four years ago. Child has remained the club’s 
charge ever since. 





_~ 


Dropping of stage shows at Loew's State, Los Angeles, in favor of a 
straight sound policy marks the passing of the longest continuous stage 
policy in southern California. Fanchon & Marco were first brought 
south from ’Frisco late in 1924 to introduce their ‘Ideas’ at this downtown 
deluxer. 

Units produced in L. A. were rotated north and east, and were the 
forerunner of the coast-to-coast F-M route which materialized a few 
years ago. 





. 


In order to fill a half-week engagement at the Academy in New York, 
Mel Klee jumped all the way from the RKO Orpheum, Minneapolis. He 
closed there on Friday night and opened at the Academy Wednesday. 
It is believed to be one of the longest vaudeville jumps on record for a 
three-day engagement, After his half-week at the Academy, Klee rejoins 
the Texas Guinan act at Rochester, N. Y. 





Talking about shoving vaude into the RKO Kenmore, Brooklyn. 
Fanchon & Marco units may go into the RKO Emboyd, Fort Wayne, 
on split week basis, 





Even acrobats are beginning to condense their routines, and on their 
own initiative, in an effort to make them appear snappier to the bookers. 


from any further attempts 


Newark Indie Steams 


Up Booking Offices: 


Declared Opposition 


As the result of a combined oppo- 
the 
vaudeville 
cautioned by agents 
playing the indie Shubert, 
Newark, which started in vaudeville 
last week, with Jack Allen booking, 

Loew, RKO, Warners and Publix, 
all at odds with the Newark musi- 
cians’ union at the time, mutually 
agreed to.drop their stage 
there last spring. The town re- 
mained stageless until Allen and 
Leo Juskowitz opened the Newark 
Shubert on a percentage deal with 
Morris Schlesinger, the lessor. 
House was formerly a legit subway 
stand. 

Entrance of the indie into the 
wide-open spots riled the circuits, 
whose Newark theatres are obliged, 
by agreement, to remain in straight 
pictures until union differences are 
settled. 

Agents are advising their actg 
that word of the opposish declara- 
tion was passed to them by the va- 
rious booking offices. 

The Shubert is playing eight-act 
combination bills on a split for 
apples. 


sition declaration by major 


booking offices, acts are 


being their 


about 


shows 








Material by 
EUGENE CONRAD 


Direction 
CURTIS & ALLEN 
































STAGE SHOW CHANCE |)“ : 
FOR PUBLIX-GAN. SPOTS 


Publix may open up to stage 
shows above the border in the Fa- 
mous Players Canadian chain. Many 
of these theatres formerly played 
vaude regularly. 

J. J. Fitzgibbon, division chief of 
the Canadian string, was in New 
York last week conferring on the 
matter along with other questions 
of policy and problems, Another 
trip to New York will probably be 
made by Fitzgibbon shortly, at 
which time he is expected to go 
further into details. 


















SEATTLE STAGES LIGHT 


Due Next Week As Union Troubles 
Are Smoothed Out 


BRyant 9-7800 











Seattle, Oct. 10. 
Stagehands and musicians all set- 
tled in regard to new contract with 





ing of more or less hot prospects 
has the vaudeville fraternity perk- 
ing up. 


Vaude Back at Shea’s Hip, ' 
Buff.; Century Stageless 


Buffalo, Oct. 10. 
Stage shows at Shea’s Century 
(Publix) were discontinued this] 
week, house going to straight pix. 
At the same time, RKO vaudeville 
reopened at Shea’s Hippodrome 
(Publix) after a year’s absence. 





Fox West Coast. Agreements 


reached between Frank Newman, 
div. megr.,. Fasil Gray for stage- 
hands, and William Douglass for 
musicians. Means they go back on 
the job Oct, 20 or 21. 

Probable 18 piece band at the 
Paramount, with Jules Buffano as 
leader, and FM units, with about 15 | 

} 
| 
| 





piece band at the Fifth Avenue with 
stage band presentation policy, Jack | 
Crawford m.c.ing. 

Marks return of stage fare to 
Seattle, after four weeks. 

















F-M’s ‘Whoopee’ Into 
RKO’s Frisco Gate 


San Francisco, Oct, 10. 








if 
i] 





‘Whoopee,’ instead of playing the 
- Warfield, San Francisco, Oct. 28, | 
/will be switched to RKO's Golden, 
' Gate. 

This is upon ins.iruciions from 


Martin Beck with the Horace Heidt 
band taying off that week 


in by Plane to Book 
| Units for Arkansas 


Hollywood, Oct. 19 
| Sol S. Harris, operator of the, “IN 
Arkansas theatre, Little Rock, | 


came here by plane today (Monday) | 
|}to arrange bookings for Fanchon & 
Marca units. 

lias been operating his house for | 


vo years, 
itwo yea , Cen 





Marcus Loew 
BOOKING AGENCY 


General Executive Offices 


LOEW BUILDING 
ANN E X 


i160 WEST 46"ST- 
NEW YORK CITY 









J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 


and CARMEN 


WAIT AND SEE” 
This Week (Oct. 8), RKO PALACE, New York 


Direction BILLY JACKSON 
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VAUDE—BURLESQUE 








RKO's State-Lake with 5 Acts on 
7-Act Budget Opposish to Palace 


”% 
» 








Chicago, Oct. 10. 

First move to solve the problem 
of the State-Lake will be a tilt in 
price, a reduction in the number of 
acts and a hoped-for improvement 
in the quality of the vaudeville. New 
five-act policy starts at once. 

Same budget, or perhaps stretched 
a bit, will buy the five acts instead 
of seven. House will up from 55c 
top to 7ic. RKO believes that the 
cheap policy hasn't worked out and 
points, further, to the fact that Mc- 
Vickers and United Artists get 75c 
for straight .pictures and _ the 
Oriental with average stage shows 
no better than State-Lake gets 83c. 

Weakness of the State-Lake has 
been due to screen product. Altered 
policy is not reported as contem- 
plating any diversion of the cream 
pictures from the Palace to the 
State-Lake, although the two 
houses now will be selling the iden- 
tical type of shows and in compe- 
tition to each other. 


A Name Weekly 


On the theory that the State- 
Lake has suffered in not having a 
headliner to ‘sell’ this deficiency 
will be remedied and henceforth at 
least one name will decorate the 
State-Lake marquee weekly. 

Both RKO houses will probably 
be equipped with permanent public 
address amplificaton systems. This 
is because of the great number of 
radio acts booked by RKO and in- 
cidentally almost never seen in Bal- 
aban & Katz houses. Although 
many radio turns, notably the big- 


ger celebs, carry their own mikes |. 


and an engineer at $100 weekly, 
other acts don’t. In such instances 
both houses have had to rent p.a. 
equipment by the week and with 
disastrous results at times. 





MILWAUKEE VAUDE 
Milwaukee, Oct, 10. 
RKO Riverside will resume vaud- 
film Oct. 15. Concessions have been 
made by musicians and stage hands. 
Harry Bailey has returned as 
manager. 


Norse Go for Burlesk 
Stockholm, Oct. 1, 
Stockholm now has a burlesque 
show in. ‘Tittskapet,’ twice nightly 
revue at the 360-seat Casino. 
Plenty of soubrette and beef trust 
with small chorus with smut given 
aduitional doses over the week-end. 


Show doing business and may last 
winter. 














RYAN and NOBLETTE 


Listen DE VITO and DENNY 
and DOT STEVENS 








“We Have Six Weeks Work’ | 





MINSKYS ASK RECOUNT 
FROM COMM. GERAGHTY 


Hearing on the Minsky’s requested 
rehearing of the Republic theatre 
license case by License Commis- 
sioner Geraghty is slated for today 
(Tuesday). Burlesque firm is ex- 
pected to offer new evidence pur- 
porting to show that the Republic 
under Minsky operation was not the 
detriment to 42d street that had 
been alleged. 

It was on the recommendation of 
Geraghty and the New York police 
department that the Republic’s li- 
cense was revoked by order of 
Mayor McKee. 

The rehearing request is in lieu 
of an appeal from the Justice Shein- 
‘ag decision, which gave the license 
commissiorer the right to close the 
theatre by revoking the _ license. 

Application by Max Rudnick for 
a license for his Eltinge has not yet 
been granted by Geraghty. Rud- 
nick’s request differs from the Min- 
skys’ in that the new ticket is not 
wanted under the burlesque name. 
Rudnick’s proposed new policy is 
musical stock under the title of ‘El- 
tinge Follies.’ 


EMP. MAY CUT 
GUARANTEES 








In order to keep the route intact 
and the theatres in line, in face of 


a not very encouraging start, the 
Empire wheel is considering cuts in 
guarantees below the present figure 
of $1,550 per show. Reductions won’t 
be general but made only where 
business warrants local economy. 

With the regular guarantee down 
to $1,550 for companies of 25 people 
substantial reductions aren’t possi- 
ble. The slices per show probably 
won’t amount to more than $200. 

Performers salaries aren’t likely 
to be affected since they are already 
at bottom, with $60 and $75 for 
singles and $125 for teams the pres- 
ent average in burlesque, wheel or 
stock. The difference will be car- 
ried by the wheel wherever cuts are 
necessary. 

Further economies by Empire are 
being attempted, one being in the 
transportation end. Troupes are 
using buses on the Pennsylvania 
one nighters and other short jumps 
where auto travel is possible, while 
the office is putting the shows on 
night boats instead of trains on the 
trips between New York, Albany 
and Providence. 





Upstate Chain Is 
Playing All WGY 
Air Acts Available 


What may be the first case of a 
theatre chain 





booking a ra@io sta- 


tion's entire complement of acts 
available for personal appearances 
is that of the Smalley string in up- 
state New York. Smalley’s is pre- 
senting at its various theatres all 
the turns offered through the Art- 
ists’ Service Bureau of WGY, Sche- 
nectady. Even sketches are included | 


in the batch. 


Artists are able to make automo- 
bile jumps to and from nearby 
towns without going off the air, but 
for the longer trips they are forced 
to drop broadcasting temporarily. 
Most of the dates are two and three- 
day affairs. WGY is giving the p.a. 
thing a strong plug over the air. 


Show-House Mgrs. 
Pinched in Bkiyn, 
But No Show Raid 








VARIETY 








House Mars. if 


Must Carb Chiselers, Educate 


Vaude to Have 


Chance, Chicago Bookers Say 





Chicago, Oct. 10. 

If vaudeville has a chance in the 
Chicago district this fall reputable 
bookers are convinced that there 
must be an ethical code to prevent 
the chiselers, curbstone promoters, 
and petty pirates from scuttling the 
ship before it is launched. Such a 
code, although not formulated, 
would probably have to contain 
these provisions: 

1—No home guard acts, has beens, 
or never wasits. 

2—Sell acts at a fixed price with 
theatre to pay. actors direct. 

3—Bookers take legitimate com- 
mission but discontinue practise of 
delivering a $100 show for $200. 

4—Theatres give as much pub- 
licity to vaudeville as to picture. 

5—A fair trial for vaudeville to 
be considered not less than four 
weeks. 

Standard bookers maintain that 
only the worst kind of acts can be 
delivered under the chiseling sys- 
tem where the promoter buys his 
talent for one figure and sells it to 
the manager for another, Bookers 











Ed Ryan, as the manager of Em- 
pire wheel’s ‘Rarin’ to Go,’ and Har- 
old and Leonard Raymond, man- 
agers of the Star, Brooklyn, are out 


in $500 bail each, following their 
arrest Wednesday (5) on indecent 
performance charges. Hearing is 
set for Oct. 13 in Brooklyn magis- 
trates’ court. 

Under the recently passed censor- 
ship law, by which members of the 
cast are not held responsible, the 
arrests were confined to the front 
of the house. While Ryan and Ray- 
mond were arrested the show was 
permitted to go on. Absence of a 
raid on the show was the probable 
reason for the arrests escaping the 
attention of the dailies with little 
publicity resulting. 

The arrests came as a surprise, 
since the Star had purified its 
shows, along with the other New 
York burlesque houses, following 
the Republic and Eltinge scare. 


Empire Wheel 


Week October 10 


Pig Rev—Worcester, Worcester. 
Empire Girls—L. O., 

Facts and Figures—Empire, Newark. 
Follies of Pleasure—State, Springfield. 
Frivolities—Hudson, Union City. 
French Frolics—Orpheum, Paterson. 
Gaieties of 1932—Capitol, Albany. 
Girls From Dixie—Howard, Boston. 
Girls From Follies—Route No. 1. 
Laffin Thru—Modern, Providence. 
Legs and Laughter—Gayety, Washington. 
Lid Lifters—Palace, Baltimore. 

Merry Whirl—Academy, Pittsburgh. 





7 





EMPIRE NOW 
HAS 14 SHOWS 


‘Frivolities’ and ‘Lid Lifters’ are 
the respective titles of the two new 
Empire wheel shows recruited from 
the stock companies in Paterson 
and Pittsburgh as the opening wheel 
attractions in those towns. They 
increase the number of shows on 
the wheel to 14. 

‘Frivolities’ cast includes Shorty 
McAllister, Johnny Weber, Jyes La- 
Rue, Marvin Harmon, Evelyn Whit- 
ney, Vivian Sullivan, Helen Green, 
Jean Rose, Charlie Smith, and Abe 
Shere. 

‘Lid Lifters’ has as its principals 
Hap Freyer, Boots Rush, Roy But- 
ler, Lew Petel, Mary Walton, Olga 
Petronn, Ann Mitchell, Four Merry- 
makers. 








READING ORPH’S CHANGE 
Reading, Pa., Oct. 10. 
Because of a more advantageous 
booking arrangement in another 
city on the Empire circuit, manager 
Ben Levine of the O-pheum, has 
changed his two days, matinees and 
nights, each week from Friday and 
Saturday to Tuesday and Wednes- 
day. 


Thus far warm, attendance has 





Rarin’ to Go—Trocadero, Philadelphia. 
Step Lively, Girls—Star, Brooklyn.” 


been off. 


|claim that managers are consist- 
ently hornswoggled and get just 
about half the quality they could 
obtain if the money went to the 
acts direct minus only the legiti- 
mate commission. 


Lukewarm Managers 


It is also pointed out that the at- 
titude of house managers and cir- 
cuits needs educating. Vaudeville 
has too few well wishers and too 
many picture minded execs always 
with the knife out. Vaudeville sel- 
dom gets a fair trial or the support 
it needs. Ads in the dailies and 
signs on the marquee reading, ‘And 
five acts of vaudeville’ isn’t mer- 
chandizing 

Most picture men have the notion 
chat putting a vaudeville bill to- 
eether is simple and that anybody 
ean do it. When their curbstone 
buddies book in three singles and 
two teams the managers wonder 
what’s wrong with the bill. In 
former years when vaudeville was 
king “@ man spent half a dozen sea- 
sons as an assistant before he was 
deemed qualified to book a vaude- 
ville bill, yet today any chiseler 
calls himself a booker and is ac- 
cepted without challenge. 


Every time an exhibitor throws 
vaudeville out he spreads the poison 
against all vaudeville. It’s tough 
enough to break down sales resist- 
ance against the ‘horrible examples’ 
that the theatre managers points to 
say the bookers. 


Chiselers Cramp Move 


Fear that the chiselers will cramp 
and ultimately freeze the present 
vaude outlook in this sector for a 
iittle business has the reputable of- 
fices grumbling. But they’re not 
able to do much about it so long as 
the picture men think only of cost 
and seem unwilling to analyze 
vaudeville, its good and bad points, 
its requirements in the way of ex- 
ploitation, and the shortsightedness 
of doing it the wrong way. 

Willingness of the biggest cir- 
cuits to deal with the punks in the 
booking ranks is the most discour- 
aging element. This is explained 
as due to the picture circuits being 
by nature hostile to vaudeville and 
when resorting to it, doing so on a 
skimpy scale that dooms it to the 
failure most of the picture men ex- 
pect in advance and almost seem to 
hope for. 





DeVITO an DENNY 
And DOT STEVENS 


Answering 
RYAN and NOBLETTE 
“—There you go bragging again” 





























IN APPRECIATION TO MY MANY FRIENDS 


BARITONE 


urrett tarshall 


Headlining Now at RKO PALACE, New York, (Week Oct. 8) 
Metropolitan Opera—RADIO PICTURES—Radio—“George White's Scandals of 1931” 
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10 MONTHS AT EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL, CHICAGO, NOW TERRACE GARDEN—LIMITED ENGAGEM 


CHAS. AGNEW and His Orchestra 


PLAYING PALACE THEATRE, CHICAGO, THIS WEEK 


BROADCASTING 


SUNDAYS—1:30-2:00 P. M. 


(CST), 


“YEASTFOAM” PROGRAM—N.B.C. 
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ALEC B. FRANCIS 

Talk 

9 Mins.; One (Drapes) 

State-Lake, Chicago 

the white-haired 


Alec B. Francis, 
character actor, got a reception on 
the second show Saturday that 


wou!d surprise most trade observers 
ard that many a Hollywoodite of 
supposedly greater sex appeal might 
So cordial was this out- 


we.! envy. 
bu'-. that it gave credence to 
Irancis’ claims for consideration as 
a ‘name.’ 


Jumping to the State-Lake after 
only a preliminary dog date in 
Long Beach, Cal., Francis followed 
the same booking sequence as Jose- 
vhine Dunn-Gene Morgan last week. 


_At the same time, to indicate how 


prevalent Hollywood names are in 
the varieties, there’s Ben Turpin, 
Walter Hiers and Snub Pollard, also 
in Chicago this week. 

Francis is an attractive figure. 
He handles himself gracefully, re- 
members to talk loud at least 80% 
of the time, but he arrived at the 
State-Lake in a bad state of un- 
preparation. He has no act. After 
that welcome he treats his fans to 
a dry discourse on pictures that is 
unflavored by personalities and un- 
punched by gags. He needs ma- 
terial, and in a hurry. An old style 
1925 ‘personal appearance’ just 
won't do. 

Francis might sneak by with five 
or six good giggies in a bunch of 
talk, but he hasn't even that. He 
may be partly innocent as his own 
desire to do a sketch was reputedly 
spiked by his agents, who, however, 
gave him nothing better. Land. 


GUY ROBERTSON 
Tenor 

14 Mins.; One (Drapes) 
Palace, Chicago 

Although Robertson has played 
one picture house date this is the 
first time he’s appeared in vaude- 
ville. And any uncertainties on 
his part, or anybody else’s, as to 
his adaptability for the varieties 
was wiped away by his effortless 
click. 

Robertson chose to work at the 
Palace, as he did in a St. Louis 
picture auditorium, from the or- 
chestra pit. He presents himself 
on the stage, says a few words, then 
moves down and stays there un- 
til finished. Returning to the stage 
for his final bows and a few re- 
marks, Robertson exits. 

There is no reason why Robert- 
son should not work this way. It 
has the advantage of being unusual. 
It’s vaudeville license. On the oth- 
er hand it’s no more necessary than 
the microphone he uses and if 
either the position or the sound box 
is inappropriate in any house they 
ean be easily dispensed with. 

Always personable, Robertson 
kept his professional dignity with- 
out inflicting it on anybody. In 
other words he can wear a cutaway 
without prejudicing the balcony. 

A little persiflage, gracefully in- 
terpolated, divides Robertson's 
brace of numbers. His most ex- 
tended song is ‘Home on the Range,’ 
cowboy ditty. Robertson alluded to 
his being from Colorado and ranch 
life. 

His fine tenor voice, as always, 
induces waves of endorsement. This 
combined with poise and classy 
sartarial setup makes him a cinch 
de luxe single. Land, 


-_ ~~ 


HENPRIETTA’S AFFAIRS (6) 
Dancing Flash 

15 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Academy 

Henrietta is an Ann Pennington 
type, but dances fresher. Maybe 
the same Henrietta who started 
with Gil Boag’s ‘Almanac’ some 
three or four years ago and since 
has teamed with partners in vaude. 
Here she heads a unit of six tal- 
ented dancers in a fairly fast mov- 
ing piece that offers a fit finale or 
middle number for outlying house 
programs. 

One particular piece of graceful- 
ness and charm is the back bending 
and slow acrobatic dancing of 
Gloria Lee, brunet with a figure and 
face. The girl does two numbers, 
second a high kick, but her charm 
and personality besides her grace- 
ful dancing go over big. Looks 
worth production consideration. So 
does Henrietta, who does a stomp 
number for a specialty and other- 
wise announces the numbers. Cute 
trick and knows her dancing. 

A striking piece and maybe new is 
the phosphorescent adagio number 
by two girls and a man, a reversal 
of the usual adagio turn which may 


have two men and a girl. They 
jump and dance and are swung to- 
gether or single by the boy in the 
middle against opaque backgrounds 
and multi-colored patched cloth cos- 
tumes. 

Opening bit is a rehearsal scene 
that’s only fair but from that point 
the specialities by the sextet bring 


the act out. Second man of the 


group does a Russian knee bend 
while playing a hand organ for a 
slight comic angle. Otherwise the 
act’s devoid of laughs. Closed a 
five-act bill here to good applause. 
Shan. 


DORCTHY JORDAN (4) 
Talk, Dance, Film 
Capitol, N. Y. 

Metro contract player, making a 
personal app at the Capitol, is her- 
alded by film clips of her MGM 
performances, with the ingenue’s 
voice dubbed on a sound-track, pre- 
sumably, spieling light commentary 
on the osculatory business as the 
various male leads—Novarro, Mont- 
gomery, Gable, et al.—go into a 
clinch with her. One of the clips 
includes a still of a Chester Hale 
group to recall that Miss Jordan 
was one of the Cap’s ensemble 
steppers four years ago, before go- 
ing into pix. 

The last of the clips is an en- 
semble number from one of Miss 
Jordan's eariier musical pictures, 
and this arises into a stage group, 
as she's flanked by four young men 
in tails and wearing dominoes. 
That's part of the atmosphere for 
‘Masquerade,’ the male foursome 
and Miss Jordan doing an ensemble 
waltz, each of the boys cutting-in 
on the other for solo snatches with 
her. There's also a spiel by Benny 
Rubin, who m. c.’s the current Cap 
show, that not every picture player 
can be so at ease on the rostrum, 
in person, and that gets audible 
audience approval, which is the best 
answer to Miss Jordan's stage im- 


pression. 
The screen ingenue is one of the 
‘sweet’ personalities among the 


younger crop of femme leads, and 
there’s no disputing her sympathetic 
eye-appeal. 

She’s a satisfactory enough name 
for an extra added attraction, as at 
the Cap, and while no wow, nor 
yet of strong b. o. calibre for vital 
pulling power, she does right well 
by herself and won't hurt her 
chances any. 

Her quartet of male aides in the 
ballroom stuff are anonymous. 
Abel. 


BAVARIAN PEASANTS BAND (15) 
Novelty Band 

20 Mins.; Full r 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Billed as from radio, unit looks 
like any one of those German bands 
that used to function in the Ger- 
man restaurants along East 86th 
street and that gained some noto- 
riety by openly dispensing regular 
_— until the drys blanketed them 
all. 

Wear German peasant costume 
that looks like Buy Scout uniform 
gone color crazy, play the umph-ha 
sty!e of music characteristic of the 
all-brass (save a clarinet or two) 
technique, two women do gawky 
dancing and a hard working comic 
cavorts (Sepp’l Burger). These and 
a dolled up tenor who yodels wake 
up the personnel. Conductor is Karl 
Weiss. 

This German-born Yorkville 
crowd loved ’em. For that house 
it’s a good local feature, but it isn’t 
general vaudeville at all. Rush. 
ANN PRICHARD (3) 

Dances 

13 Mins.; One, Two and Full 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Opens with a song and dance 
number against a special drop in 
‘one,’ which leaves small impres- 
sion. Flies to black house drapes in 
two with one of the two men who 
assist girl opening with a smart but 
not unusual tap number. She comes 
on and sings, going into a legmania 
and control which has class, but is 
wasted on the family trade. Other 
male dancer follows with a second 
edition of taps. 

Finale is full stage with an ab- 
surd bit of dialog and then Miss 
Prichard mops with a ballet dance 
that even those who cannot judge 
realize must be good, All the act is 
right in that spot, for Miss Prichard 
does a ballet routine that will stand 
comparison very nicely with any- 
thing in a similar line. 

If she could reframe the specialty 
to do two ballet numbers, cut out 
the song and the opening and 
smarten the work of her support, 
she would have big time stuff. Big 
time as it is, but handicapped by the 
trimmings. Chic. 


MODEL BAKERS (2) 
Clay Modeling 

3 Mins. in Two 
Orpheum, N. Y. 





Two modeling stands and the two 
men work at the same time, the 
elder going for comedy while the 
younger does Shakespeare, Queen 
Elizabeth and Washington. The old 
man is most of the act, working 
quickly and getting his effects in a 
deft fashion with gags that have 
been around since the first clay 
modeller. 

For the family trade it makes a 
capital opener because of the 
laughs it packs and the sure fire ef- 





fect of the clay cartoons. Chic. 


PALACE, PEORIA 


Peoria, Tu., Oct. 2 

Whenever a major picture theatre 
in the middle west chooses to go 
vaudfilm on the scale implied by five 
acts each half it's news. Right now 
the usual seasonal prayers for a 
vaudeville revival have a slightly 
improved chance for an answer. 
There is need for stimulants, for 
something to sell on top of the pic- 
ture, that added value to appeal in 
hard times to the instinct for get- 
ting a lot at moderate cost. 

Peoria is the second largest city 
in Illinois. That means 105,000, with 
another 50,000 added for the popu- 
lace within Chevrolet distance. 
Peoria is also far enough from Chi- 
cago, 160 miles, to be independent 
of any influence such as is evident 
in towns like Joliet. That gives 
Peoria a self-sufficiency that is the- 
atrically helpful. On top of which 
one pleasant and exceptional local 
boast is: Peoria has not had a sin- 
gle bank failure. 

Several natives of Peoria queried 





CHARLES AGNEW ORCH. (13) 
Musicale 

32 Mins.; Full (Cyclorama) 

Palace, Chicago 

Charles Agnew’s is primarily a 
Chicago dance band. He followed 
Paul Whiteman at the Edgewater 
Beach hotel and just finished a 
lengthy engagement there. Cur- 
rently he’s at the Hotel Morrison, 
close enough to double into the Pal- 


As an entertaining band it needs 
a little more seasoning. But the 
things that need fixing are minor. 
In the esgentials Agnew has a 
dandy aggregation which, with com- 
paratively little polishing, could 
offer itself for regular bookings. 

At the Palace there was a stage 
wait before the act got going and 
several small miscues along the 
path, yet these did not prevent a 
solid hit. Agnew’'s bunch as it 
stood the first show was better than 
the average run of vaudeville bands 
that come through. 

Dusty Rhoades, drummer, has au- 
thentic data on the proper salcs- 
manship of a song. He has uggh in 
his work, knows what he's doing, 
and slaps each syllable with round- 
ed clearness against the rear parti- 
tion. Less punchy, more syrrupy, is 
the tenor of Clarence Jacobs. To- 
gether they are the nucleus of the 
glee club activities. 

Various novelties of a musical 
nature were given a change of pace 
by two girl specialists. First, Dor- 
othy Vaughan (name may be 
wrong) contributed a clever bur- 
lesque on a vampy miss of the gay 
90's. Her costume is swell and her 
poise unimpaired by the rather weak 
and recently popular song that is 
the vehicle for her ladylike clown- 
ing. Given a better number this 
would be a classic. As it was, she 
blazed through easily. 

Fast and snappy was Fritzie, tap 
dancer, and one of the best in the 
ladies’ field. Audience could have 
stood an encore and Agnew wanted 
to give it, but she was unequal to 
the emergency and was a little less 
than willing. Or so it seemed in a 
rather unintelligible speech she 
made begging off because there 
were four shows to do. It was the 
wrong spirit for an opening per- 
formance. 

Agnew personally pounded the 
xylophone at the getaway, and in 
general speaks up and out in his 
announcements. A little nervous- 
ness crimped a couple of his 


speeches, but not importantly. 
Land. 


KAM PAI TRIO 
Contortionists : 

8 Mins.; Three (Special) 
Academy, N. Y. 
Looks like these three are a 
break off of some bigger Oriental 
outfit. Act includes one adult male 
and two youngsters, boy and girl. 
The kids do all the contortionist 
stuff and most of the fancy platter 
juggling on bamboo poles, while the 
adult male merely stands in. 

Back drapes and hangings are 
black with Oriental embroidery ef- 
fects sewed on. Lighting nothing 
to brag and not particularly atmos- 
pheric, which is where the act needs 
some coaching. 

The kids do back bends and twine 
arms and legs around in any shape 
and style, offering nothing new but 
working expertly. Too slow, in the 
first place, and offers a slow open- 


New only in the sense that it is|in& act for the lesser og Fale 
not recorded. Small drop used sug-|Te@ction here on five-act Shan 
gests they have been at it for some , ; 
time and evidently in the smaller 
houses since the drop has to be sup-| JACK SILVER AND CO. (3) 
plemented by a house drape, hardly| Acrobatics, Dancing 
covering half the area required.|7 Mins.; Full 
Backing is a bake shop with @/G 0, H. N. Y. 
couple of flour barrels to complete Two men and a girl, who are 
the local color. adept dancers, while the two men 


are good at hand-to-hand stuff on 
their own. Opens with the trio in 
a neat tap number, the men go into 
their routine, girl comes back and 
the trio works again nicely. 

Trio is using full stage here, 
which gives them too much stage 
space and serves to limit their ac- 
tion. Two-thirds stage, at most is 
plenty, while a drop wouldn't hurt. 
They're okay either enders, but 
ought to work a bit more on their 
staging, only department they fall 





down in. Kauf. 


by ‘Variety's’ reviewer were unani- 
mous in declaring that the town had 
been neglected and kept on a 
skimpy diet theatrically. One ex- 
pressed it: ‘We've been neglected so 
long we're out of the theatre habit.’ 
This playing down has meant the 
freezeout of everything except 
straight pictures, rations that most 
of the smaller cities grumble a good 
deal about, although apparently 
never enough to disturb the com- 
posure of Great States, the circuit 
that did such a thorough job of 
freezing through [Illinois and In- 
diana, 

Peoria does not think of itself as 
a bad show town. Natives remark 
that a stock company of some time 
back did good business, that the 
WLS Barn Dance mopped up re- 
cently, that Peoria will spend when 
the attraction is there, and that they 
fork up $2 to hear a single opera 
singer in recital, which Joliet, Au- 
rora, Elgin, Rockford, et cetera, will 
not do. 

They didn’t laugh very heartily 
at the Palace vaudeville, but, then, 
there wasn’t much to laugh at. The 
first bill was poor. Possibly the 
town is rusty, unaccustomed to 
flesh, and performers might class it 
as ‘tough.’ That is insufficiently 
supported by evidence. They cer- 
tainly did fancy Frank Libuse. 


Palace, Peoria’s newest house, 
represents the later epoch in thea- 
tre building. It came after the royal 
sumptuousness of the Rialto, Joliet, 
and other gingerbread dreams. It 
was built with an economy of deco- 
ration, a measured use of anything 
more costly than stucco. It’s su- 
preme embellishment is a fancy 
chandelier, which when illuminated 
with small purple bulbs hidden in 
the heart of the cut glass, gives a 
certain flashiness otherwise lack- 
ing. One of the smaller overhead 
lights in the balcony was hung wiih 
glass tassels which kept tinkling to- 
gether in a faint breeze. This dis- 
traction was most annoying during 
the feature, Warners ‘Big City 
Blues.’ 


A peppy and capable pit orchestra 
of eight gave the acts dependable 
support. Theatre is oblong and, in 
consequence, proscenium measure- 
ments are narrow. It seems like an 
easy enough house from the per- 
former's standpoint, although in the 
balcony Sibylla Bowan could 
scarcely be heard. That is more 
likely her fault, however, than the 
auditorium’s. 

Comedy weakness doomed tie in- 
augural bill to meagre response. 
Monroe Bros. got pretty good laughs 
opening, but Sibylla Bowan was a 
letdown, obtaining only scattered 
giggles. After so lukewarm a single 
it was deadly to follow with Made- 
line Patrice, a straight soprano. 
Miss Patrice has a quivering voice 
of the type which can slam over one 
good number, but is a wear-downer 
as a complete act. Her gestures 
and movements are stilted in style. 
She did poorly. 


There was further sameness when 
Libuse and his formally garbed 
femme _ stooge looked like more 
music at the start. Later the bill 
was closed with Roy and Romero, 
and again the style of feminine at- 
tire was the same—satin evening 
gowns. It was a bill heavy on femi- 
ninity, but not sufficiently assorted. 
Audience sprang to life with Libuse, 
but the concluding act was too weak 
to cap the program with any mem- 
orable punch. Lots of passable spe- 
cialties but no sock in the Roy nd 
Romero flash. Land, 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 8. 


Guy , Robertson and Charles 
Agnew’'s orchestra, both locally 
popular, give the name strength to 
an exceptionally well balanced and 
smooth playing vaude line-up. Rob- 
ertson and Agnew are playing their 
first dates in vaudeville and are 
reviewed under New Acts. 

Astonishing to find White and 
Manning opening a show, but as 
booked it was the only spot for 
them, Their success was not less 
notable for the move. 

White and Manning and again 
Billy House, who was fourth, are 
reckonable names for vaudeville and 
anybody familiar with vaude would 
know them. Actually the only un- 
known quantity was Forsythe, Sea- 
mon and Farrell, deucing. This is 
of odd membership, a male singer, 
an oversize kibbitzing singer of 
Kate Smith girth, and a girl dancer. 
Together they make good vaude- 
ville. Man has a splendid voice of 
baritone-bass register. Heftig 
mama is full of sparkle and whams 
across a number in a manner that 
predicts expanding reputation in 
time to come. Girl dancer handles 
some goof comedy well and flashes 
through in the end with de luxe 
plrouettes. She wears white. Black 
would be better for her colorings. 
Her costume is not attractive, espe- 
= lly with the sloppy sash on the 
1p. 

Billy House was remembered and 
welcomed like a victorious football 
team. House was always in clover 
here, He's still cheating on his 
missus but somehow the familiar 
set-up always seem fresh, maybe 
because House changes the scenery 








and the cast. 
Universal's ‘All American’ on the 
screen, Land, 


li 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


- Baltimore, Oct. 7. 

The vaude show here is Biving 
proof of the exceptional flexibility 
of variety entertainment. 

So much may be seen from com- 
paring the Blanche Calloway show 
with the Kate Smith unit the preyj- 
ous week, and observing the switch 
in the type of audience. No other 
entertainment could be s0 mobile 
and so definite in its reaction at 
the front gate. 

Last week tne house was the 
Mecca for the family circle. Kate 
Smith was their show. It was clean, 
sentimental and sweet almost to q 
syrupy extent. This week the 
house demonstrates that there's an- 
other type of audience, and that 
there's a show directly aimed at 
them. And that they'll come. Here 
was an audience composed almost 
entirely of men, and at the first 


show, too. It was an audience came 
for the hotter, louder kind of 
variety. And the fact that this 
house can cater to and pull both 


classes and types in alternate and 
consecutive weeks is worthy of a 
couple of bows both for the theatre 
and for vaude. 

It might have been just a lucky 
accident, but somebody must get 
credit for putting alongside of the 
Calloway act a trio of turns that 
blended in perfectly, both from the 
performance standpoint and the 
type of material. There's no deny- 
ing that Miss Calloway’s turn is 
bringing in a rougher clientele, and s 
somebody's shrewdness. preceded 
this act with turns that were up the 
alley for a brash and noisy audi- 
ence, 

The opening act was okay, though 
largely by-the-way. DeWolf, Mad- 
cap (it used to be Medcalfe) and 
Ford. It's two-girl and one-man 
dancing organization that's dressed 
well, while the big punches are the 
contortion bits of the man and te 
challenge interlude at the close. The 
fact that both the girls are lookers, 
and one in particular goes in for 
opera hose for her pony tap, made it 
OK No. 1 for the male mob in here. 
In the next turn were Brooks and 
Murray, who were an unexpected 
show stopper on some cross-talk 
and songs. The two girls talk 
double-entendre for laughs and sing 
sentimentally, but loud, for ap- 
plause. It’s an act with a touch of 
crudeness, but for this audience it 
was great stuff. 

The Brooks and Murray turn has 
a swipe of burlesque flavor, and the 
same goes for Summers and Hunt, 
third and next to elosing. That 
hoopskirt and gay 90’s costuming 
gives these two a surefire opening 
into innuendo comedy talk, and 
covered up a lot of bad-tasting 
stuff tat would have been brutal 
if « ‘-ed straight. But off-color, 
indi:;s-cdged or whatever, this turn 
got one of the best sessions ever. 
The more double meaning the 
louder this house whistled. 

And then there. was Blanche Cal- 
loway, with a close-cut dress to 
emphasize the wiggling, the Harlem 
rhumba, the torch ditties. It’s a 
loud act on the colored band order, 
and good in its class. It’s hot and 
fast. The only trouble here on the 
first show was its overlength, Ran 
at least three numbers too long, so 
that the audience started walking. 

In the turn thére’s Pegleg Bates 
for a surefire dancing novelty, and 





re 





the Three Brown Buddies, who offer 
nothing new in the wavy of colored 
hoofing. 

It is another detail of smart book- 
ing to find that the picture is ‘Hell's 
Highway’ (Radio), Richard Dix 
flicker dealing with the horrors of 
a road chain gang. 

Besides the feature the screen 
had Pathe news clips and a Clark 4 
and McCullough (radio) _ short. 
Business was good. 
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ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


A case of mistaken booking at the 
Albee this week. Lew Leslie’s 
‘Rhapsody in Black,’ a tab curtail- 
ment of a legit musical with en- 
tirely colored talent, occupies the 
stage end. It’s not a vaude show, 
and doesn’t fit in a vaude house, 
but worse yet, the entire outfit 
played at the Paramount, across the 
street, only a faw months back. Im- 
mediate effect was felt at the b.o. 
on opening day, with the evening 
performance Saturday night way off. 


It’s a good picture house unit, this 
‘Rhapsody in Black,’ and has gotten 
nice results in most of the theatres 
it has played. But it’s too quiet, 
too restrained an entertainment for 
music hall consumption. 


Ethel Waters is at the head of the 
show and has things pretty much 
all her own way. The Berry Bros. 
aren’t allowed stage time enough to 
do much, but in their one dance im- 
press nicely, and Pike Davis’ Conti- 
nental Orchestra dishes out some 
sweet rhythms. Cecil Mack’s choir 
goes through several numbers ef- 


fectively. Some question of taste 
in their choice of ‘Eli Eli’ as one of 
the songs, but it probably passes as 
a novelty. 

Entire thing shapes up more like 
a genteel concert of negro music 
than anything else, and that’s prob- 
ably not what vaude house patrons 
pay to see. ‘Vanity Street’ (Col) 





on screen, Kavuf. 





nn om, fe thee Oe bn Ghee ot Oe ond Geese (4 ous os 1 Oe 


~- = & «« a 


2=R5 4h, wet! a 


[ead 


fa2@estoeogzap ad 


T. 


ving 
ility 


om- 
how 
evi- 
itch 
ther 
bile 
L at 


the 
rate 
ean, 
Oo & 
the 
an- 
that 
at 
lere 
10st 
first 
ame 
of 
this 
Oth 
and 
fa 
1ire 


cky 
get 
the 
hat 
the 
the 
ny- 
ee 
and 
ded 
the 
idi- 


ugh 
ad- 
and 
nan 
sed 
the 
the 
The 
ers, 
for 
le it 
ere. 
and 
“ted 
talk 
talk 
sing 
ap- 
1 of 
e it 


has 
the 
unt, 
‘hat 
ling 
ling 
and 
‘ing 
utal 
lor, 
urn 
ver. 

the 


Jal- 
to 
lem 
 - 
der, 
and 
the 
Ran 
, 30 
cr, 
ites 
and 
ffer 
vred 


ok- 
ell’s 
Dix 
; of 


‘een 
ark 
ort. 


the 
lie’s 
ail- 
en- 
the 
LOW, 
use, 
itfit 
the 
Im- 
b.o. 
1ing 
off. 
his 
tten 
tres 
iiet, 
for 


the 
uch 
ros. 
h to 
im- 
nti- 
ome 
hoir 
ef- 
aste 
e of 


like 
usic 
rob- 
rons 
Col) 


if. 





ead 





we wil. 


mica 





ee te ae we Si 


— 


Tuesday, October 11, 1932 


VAUD 














— 


PALACE, N. Y. 


No new acts at the Palace thig 
‘week, but a fairly fast and pleasant 
show just turning the hour by two 
minutes. Film feature is ‘Blonde 
Venus, with that apparently the 
draw, for the house is better filled 
than the names would suggest. No 
standees through Saturday after- 
noon, but most seats eccupied even 
on the supper show and ready to 
use the ropes later. 

Everett Marshall is headlining 
and getting over nicely with three 
gongs in a single 10-minute routine 
and a three-minute encore. Singer 
not only has a good voice, but he 
knows how to use it ,which is still 
more important, but it does not 
geem that he knows much about 
picking. With those pipes he might 
profit by making at least one num- 
ber a pop classic, something that 
will give dignity to the song pro- 
gram. Plenty of time to catch them 
Jater with the pops, but it would 
probably help to open up with a 
single hi-hat. Voice is too good to 
be entirely wasted on the tinpan 
product. It has nothing to do with 
his voice, but the contrast between 
his hands and his facial make-up is 
almost irritating. Uses a deep flesh 
grease for his face and his hands 
look almost bloodless. It would 
matter less if he did not gesticulate 
so much, but he keeps his hands 
breast high and the contrast is bad. 


The Three Sailors are in again 
and over as usual. They still hold 
their own over numerous copy acts, 
and they had the house in an up- 
roar. The applause hit of the show, 
though the act runs about the same. 


Opener is Donetella Brothers and 
Carmen, with Ma and Pa dragged 
in to coax the encore. The old 
peopie are ‘,..°o1 too much nlay-up, 
but audiences still fall for the hoke. 
An act by orphans would be a nov- 
elty. The Father makes a good job 
on the musette and Mother beats 
the tambourine like an endman,” but 
it’s not worth the five minutes taken 
except as a time filler, stretching 
the turn to 15 minutes. Up ahead 
the three boys hold two sessions 
with a pair of piano accordions and 
a reed, first a clarinet and later a 
saxophone. Two of them do a dance 
with Carmen that just about edges 
over, and the, girl alone does a con- 
tortion-acro bit that is helped ma- 
terially by the costuming, since the 
tricks are routine. 

Number two is Sunkist Eddie Nel- 
0, to distinguish him from the 
cork artist of the same name. He 
gets off to a s!ow start with the uke 
in an oversized guitar case. Still 
gets a laugh, but has some people 
wondering why. Things brighten 
when he brings on a personable gir! 
for a bit of hula, and after that they 
give him a hand in the hope she’ll 
be back, but she does not even share 
the bow. Nelson gets his stuff over 
with lazy good humor, but things 


drag. Speedier work would help 
considerably. His 17 minutes is too 
long. 


Closing are John and Mary Mason 
in a skating act consisting chiefly 
of spins. Nothing not done by 
others, but the smart work, careful 
costuming and good timing get it 
over to a hand. In some of the spins 
the girl is swung so close to the 
floor that her nose seems almost to 
touch, but it never quite does. 
That’s the main feature of the act. 
It looks like something big. All the 
bits are sold solidly. 

Not an outstanding collection of 
acts, but it pleases. Chic. 


es 


ACADEMY, N. Y. 


They're imitating Broadway’s 
best dressed man at the Academy, 
currently—Schnozzle Durante. Pro- 
fessionally the imitation isn’t so hot, 
but the crowd recognized the at- 
tempt of one of the Rio Brothers 
and went for it. No Durante is 
mode. 

The Rios undoubtedly have 
started what may be a new fad, 
and pretty soon schnozzola blowing 
will be the accepted pastime of 


America, especially as the cold 
weather approaches’ and _ winter’s 
coming. Every blow will remind 


of Durante. 


‘first half of the 





Despite this Durante interlude on | 


the current half at the Academy, 
it won't be long before this Skouras 
bargain show spot becomes eligible 
to sling the marquee legend that 
Its show hails directly from the new 
Roxy, in 
pen in about two months. 
City opens then. 

Five-acter current offers no 
standard for comparative observa- 
tion, but offers customers their 
money's worth. The opener and 


Radio 


closer are wholly new to the files. | ‘* - 
coesg | ries nothing but a 
g 


And as far as ‘name’ value 
remaining three acts, although in- 
dividually okay, are not what the 


cludes the personable Rios, dignified 
Joe EB. Howard, and the comedy 
team of Ross and Edwards. Here 
they stepped out in second, third 
and next to closing in the order 
named. All satisfied lustily before 
a capacity audience Saturday night. 

Ross and Edwards panicked. 
Ross’ funny mannerisms and Ed- 
wards’ reverse English chimed a 
hearty harmony of jaughs for the 
fast siders. 

Kam Pai Trio 
eontortionists and 


opens. Oriental 
platter jugglers 


| life, 


working in ‘full’ with special drapes. 
Two of the three are kids, a boy 
and girl, who do most of the work. 

That made a slow opening as 
none of the stuff, although expertly 
done, was fast or new enough to 
evoke’ enthusiastic 
sponse. Show actually got under 
way with the Rios, who might have 
exchanged spots with Howard. 

Show slings along okay from this 
point, but Henrietta’s Affairs (New 
Acts), 
to slow reaction, being a dance turn 
mostly, and coming after the laugh- 
ing team of Ross and Edwards. 
Talented group of four girls and 
two men working all parts of the 
stage with an unusual number in 
an adagio bit. 

Howard in the middle spot starts 
off with a modern piece and then 
brings on a femme trio for harmony 
work. Howard also dramatizes ‘Old 
‘Man River’ and winds up with 
phrases and choruses from his own 
compositions of a decade and more 
ago. Pleasant all the way through 
and okay with customers. 

‘Bird of Paradise’ (RKO) on the 
screen. Shan, 


GRAND O.H., N.Y. 


After one week of single features 
the G. O. H. is back to double fare 
currently with ‘First Year’ (Fox) 
and ‘Exposed’ (Eagle). 

Vaude alignment stays the same, 
four acts, with most of it for the 
current stanza 
strongly on the hoof. It’s tap danc- 
ing in the second act, some more 
tap dancing in the third act and a 
still another load of it in the final 
frame. Not a below par exhibit in 
any instance, but altozether too 
much of the same thing to feed 
them at a single sitting. 

Despite the return to the double 
feature, business was slightly off 
this Saturday matinee, particularly 
in so far as the kid representation 
was concerned. Mild, sunny after- 
noon may have had a lot to do with 
it. On the other hand, the old 


audience’ re- | 


which closed, had to open | 
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Vaudeville, London 


London, Oct. 1. 

The Vaudeville theatre is the lat- 
est in the West End to succumb to 
the continuous policy idea, making 
the eighth theatre in this field. 
House is owned by Gatti Brothers, 
millionaires who made their money 
in the catering business. 


The Vaudeville has had a few 


‘flops recently, and the owners have 


kept the theatre closed rather than 
accept all comers as tenants, as has 


been customary with most West 
End theatre owners. Waiting for 


a good tenant to come along has 
proved a wise move for the Gattis, 
as in Geofrey Hope and Vivian 
Palmer they have found 
These boys, who have toured shows 
in the provinces for years, with 
Palmer formerly associated with 
Albert de Courville, have got hold 
of a healthy backer, a young and 


wealthy man named Hamilton | 
Earle, who has put $60,000 at their | 
disposal, including over $33,000, | 


which is a year’s rent in advance, 
which is almost unprecedented, as 
four weeks’ advance is always 
deemed satisfactory for any house. 


Show is one of those unpre- 
tentious efforts comprising a string 
of ~sketches and scenettes, inter- 
sperred with several fair quality 
vaudeville acts. 

Some of the sketches are cleverer 
than a good many seen in several 


West End revues recently. One, 
.itled, ‘Deaf and Daft,’ is a con- 


versation between man and woman, 
both deaf, at a theatre. Idea was 
originally done in an Earl Carroll 
show a few seasons ago. Here it 
has been done in a touring revue, 
and also in vaudeville by Mills and 
Bobbie, a couple who played Amer- 
ica a year ago. Hal Bryan, the 
comedian of the show, is ‘credited’ 
with the writing of this bit. 

Outstanding among the vaudeville 
acts were Keith Wilbur, the New 
Zealander, who has toured Ameri- 
can vaudeville twice, and was 
sreatly handicapped by a bout of 
muscular rheumatism, from which 
he only just recovered. 

Marie Dayne, with Pierre de Cail- 
laux at the piano, is presumed to 
be an American, but is really the 





standby horse opera wasn't included | 


in the celluloid brace. 

For the Grand O. H. Stanley 
Brothers and the blonde and nicely 
curved Mile. Atree measured up 


four square as an opener. It’s an 
iron jaw affair that still packs a 
thrill for any audience that likes 
its excitement from the start. From 
a neat curtain-lighting butterfly for- 
mation, the trio went into a routine 
of web and trapeze jaw-to-jaw 
swinging that kept the eyes intent 
upon them and the palms whacking 
with frequent approval. 


Next threesome, Wentworth, 
Mann and Wentworth, turned out 
a crack hoofing act that was try- 
ing to.turn comic and wasting a lot 
of time in the process. Collegiate 
rough and tumble efforts on the in- 
troduction, with profuse slapping 
and kicking of the tonneau the main 
source of the katzenjammer stug 
pidities, garnered little but sustained 
silence. Wasn't until the two girls 
and the youth got down to funda- 
mentals and showed how adroitly 
their tootsies could be made to be- 
have that the payee interest 
perked up. Response from then on 
set them down as the applause top- 
mounters of the afternoon. Trio 
standout is the taller of the girls, 
who tosses them expertly be it 
either a toe tap or an eccentric 
shuffle. Other girl unlimbered a 
nifty assortment of stylistic tappery 
of her own, while the lad hit off a 
softshoe that helped build up the 
final lap to a corking exit. 

Rube Demarest with a mixed pair 
of youngsters held the next spot io 
fairly generous returns. It wasn’t 
the comedy exchange that helped 
much in that direction. Seems that 
the monsieur’s gags were old even 
to the kids up in the balcony. Any- 
way, the laugh response was pretty 
meagre from either adult or juve 
source. But when the big boy 
switched his routine to a massaging 
of the piano keys and to a trotting 
out of that 
nimble tapperies the act took on 
tune and color. Youth in the 


|} act proved not only awkward on the 


tadio City. This may hap- | 


gag feeding but too obvious about 
his faking on the violin. 


Closing exhibit had the aspect of 


|for Shuberts 
Woolsey musical, 


daughier of Gus Dale, of Dale and 
O'Malley, an English standard act 
many years ago. Dayne has played 
in a Wheeler and 
has personality 
and can put over a number. 

Les Urrutys, hand-to-hand bal- 


;ancers, using a trampolin, were ex- 


cellent. 

Earle and Eddie Franklyn, loose- 
limbed dancers, were a take-off of 
a good many others, scored. 


First part of the show ran the | 


smoothest. A pair of continental 
adagio dancers in a Spanish setting 
were out of the picture. 

Denis O’Neil and Pat Thayer, 
oldtimers reunited, sing their own 
compositions, and take up a lot of 
unnecessary room on a small stage. 

Prices of admission range from 
20 to 80 cents, which is at least 25% 


cheaper than any West End theatre, 


and with the advantage of the the- 
atre’s location on the Strand a 
happy hunting ground for provin- 
cials and colonials, should reap the 
benefit of its low scale. 

Playing four times daily, house 
can gross around $2,000 per day, 
and it cost under $4,000 a week to 
break even. 

Hope & Palmer have taken the 
house on a three years’ lease, with 
further options, and not likely to 
lose. Looks like a steady income 





| 


' 


| 
| 


little looker with the) 


being one of those things that didn’t | 


intend to stay intact very long. 
Impression gathered was that the 


| sister team, the mixed pair and the 
|}acrobatic tapster hooked up on the 


|} everything 


quick, pending the arrival of some- 
thing better individually. Act car- 
black cyc, and 
it’s quite possible that the hanging 
is a house appendage, and a title 


theatre could ¢all b. o. lure. In-/| that lends itself to the turn’s tem- 


porary purposes, ‘Danceland Revue.’ 
It’s less a flash extravanganza than 
a collection of talent that knows it’s 
business when it comes to treating 
the eye and sense of rhythm with a 
variety of terpsy. Sister team has 
that should go with a 
neat package of synchronized high 


kicks and turnovers, the single lad! 


does a snappy outlay of acrobatic 
taps on the staircase and the Davey 
Jones-Peggy Healy end of the act 
team up smartly on dishing out 
more diversified taps. Odec, 


for years. 


ORPHEUM, L. A. 


It isn’t often that the Loew book- 
ers assemble as uninspired and un- 


inspiring a family time bill as this’ 


one, which is mediocrity from No. 1 
to closing, with the accent on the 


closing, to wit, the Bavarian Peas- | 


ant Band (New Acts). Feature for 
the first half does little to compen- 


| sate for a dull frame up, being ‘The 


Sporting Age’ (Col.). 

The Yorkville clientele has been 
educated both to better stage shows 
and emphatically better pictures, 
since the house gets choice of Metro 
and Paramount second runs to start 
with and the cream of the market, 
having nobody to bid against in the 
neighborhood but the RKO 86th St. 

Neighborhood bookers have wide 
enough license in their picking and 
at a price pretty much 
goes, but the unforgivable error is 
to frame bills short on comedy, the 
element in which this aggregation 
falls down lamentably, particularly 
at the opening. 
nation of the nearby RKO stage 
show has invited a Loew let-down, 
though the house has always been 
a sort of orphan on the booking end. 

Opening is a rather old fashioned 
filled turn in Jordan and Grace, 
man who twirls a drum major’s 
baton and other articles and woman 


who plays banjo and accordion. 
Pair are trim in appearance and 
work with spirit, but they have 


nothing to offer a modern audience 
Type of act may be judged by fact 
the man's finish is manipulating a 
serpentine strip which belongs in 
the era of sand painting and paper 
tearing. 

Lydia 


Harris got some attention 


|a few years ago for her blues sing- 


ing. She has the voice, which is 


, strictly that of a coon shouter and 


any range, but no knack 
herself. She does well 


without 
of selling 


them. | 


anything | 


Maybe the elimi- | 


— with comic lyrics, and prob- MET BROOKLY 

ably for that reason leans to senti- | 4 

| miental ballads, using a particularly | Lou Holtz and his cane are in 
|}mushy one for the finish. Girl has Brooklyn currently, but the cane is 
developed a distracting manner of on a pension Mr. Holtz has dis- 
gesture and is innocent of poise or covered that he doesn't need te use 
istage ease. In No. 2 she passed the cane to be dirty. He now uses 
mildly in a spot that wept for a the cane for decorative purposes 
comedy sock. only and gets all the dirt over by 

O'Donnell spilling it verbally. 

trick house riot, ‘The Plasterers,’| jy. doesn’t bother with subtiety as 
furnished an interval of vapeoeas double entendre. He merely trans- 
fu ) or some reaso is mop) : : - i 
ne B rll on "hat Gan Act has mee Wiaaion gt gh hea aa agp 
ae eae —_ : eS ee Rage j}haven’t been around when a few of 
pallid elem ‘thine "a Bo a, | the idioms in that language were 
cendo comes with the break-away | SPilled, it may all be over your head. 


finish, but that arrives too suddenly me wath oon was ne hegpoveail 
ito get full effect. It's on and gone | %¢r What it is about, which is an- 
. * other thought. 


| before ob realizes what’ - | 
ing cAgt eone cane aaa | Om paper the current show at the 
build to it for a smash blow-off. | Metropolitan looks strong, and there 

Frank and Peter Trado, comedy are some high spots of entertain- 
song and dance male pair, might ment, but the thing just doesn't 
/have saved the day in next-to-clos- |"@ppen to work out. Holtz is the 
ing, but weren't up to the assign- master of ceremonies. Duke'Elling- 
ment. Have a mild opening in a ton and band are in the pit and on 
song with comedy incidentals and ‘he stage; with the rest of the en- 
then go to talk which lasts toe long. tertainment falling into the hands 
Gags are naive and tangled talk on |°f Frances Williams and June 
the ‘I know I know I know’ order Kmight. Meaning that (including 
is tiresome, although these boys | the Ivy Anderson in Ellington's act) 
esteem it so highly they use it as|the bill contains three singers of 
a sort of billing trade mark. When | the husky throat type and (except- 
they get to their fast and varied |in& the Charleston and Bryson of 
stepping, they have something sal- | the same Duke Ellington act) there 
able and canny planting of this |#ré no dancers whatever. 
| specialty in comedy surroundings | Holtz opens with some gags, then 
would raise them several notches in | introes Miss Knight ,who does one 
the variety scale. |number with him. Then Miss Wil- 

Bavarian Peasants closed the liams does three numbers and Miss 
show with a 20-minute session that | Knight comes back for one more 
served well enough here in a for- | song. If it weren't for the fact that 
eign neighborhood, mostly of Ger- | Holtz is on and off frequently dur- 
man background, but it would die |ing all this, it would be tiresome, 
elsewhere. Rush. but he almost manages to save 
things. Or would—that is, if he re- 
stricted himself to being funny in- 
stead of blue. 

At this stage Ellington’s band 
clambers out of the pit and onto the 
stage for 20 minutes of sheer en- 
tertainment. How those lads can 
play and sing and dance is, of 
course, theatre history. The point 
here is that they not only save the 
show—they make it. 


and Blair with their 


STATE, N. Y. 


This week's vaudeville show is 
typical of those that preceded the 
recent advent of the State into a 
| policy of bills having at least one 
|name. Some have had more. 


_It's what used to be an average| For a finish Holtz and his chief 
| State vaude outlay with a good | stooge are on to do a hill-billy imi- 
| Standard turn next to shut, the tation, which Holtz has come to be- 
|usual acrobatic opener, a typical No, | lieve is surefire. It’s a pretty good 
|2 act, a variety mixture third and a | imitation, even ff the song is just 
| flash closing. on the borderland of the blues, but 


; hy it should close a show is a 
Currently house is depending on bal y , 
‘Grand Hotel’ (M-G), on cma as |auestion. No reason why Elling- 
|the puller. Anyone coming around ton's band couldn't have calmly 
probably will do so principally to closed the show and sent customers 
|see the film. And what’s on the | *¥2Y satisfied. 


| stage will be acceptable. A few ‘Downstairs ‘(Metro), the John 
| weeks ago, when the State had a Gilbert flicker, gets a first run with 


strong b.o. picture, it plunged on the — and biz a, night 
the vaude, although no draw was |?" *#F- auf. 


believed needed from the stage. 
DOWNTOWN, L. A. 


This week Loew's does not do 
that. Neither did Loew's shoot the 
Los Angeles, Oct. 6. 
Stage show runs heavy on 


works on the rostrum when ‘Hotel’ 
| played the Capitol. Perhaps the'| 
nanan tan deciding | @2°"*s this week, with consider- 


|}runout on a name stage show by 
|able similarity in several of the acts, 








| Loew's had 


| they’d just as well wait until the | 4 few recognized names, however 
, , 


picture got into their neighborhood. | provide suitable diversion. Opening 
That could happen at the State, | day show was badly laid out, with 
| With gross under anticipations, but | four of the first five acts running 
‘it’s unlikely with the house differ- | solidly to dancing and the fifth 
ing greatly from the Cap in many | doing a little stepping. There's hot 
ways, including scale. Friday night |rhythm, eecentrie and acrobatic 
at $ o'clock it was S.R.O. ; stepping, with lots of comedy in- 
Due to the length of ‘Hotel’ the | jected, and the handful of pay cus- 
lights are up on the stage only 55 |tomers didn’t seem to mind the 
minutes, that necessitating cutting | repetition. 
/on show. Three Dark Clouds, two colored 
| An audience generous on applause | boy at oo a = girl, open with 
|from the Gilbert Bros., who open, & = qo an stepping _ routine 
|down the line, probably is making pe we ae tes = Nr fat st 
\the acts on show happy, though they er ,a contortion dancer, with a 
may feel trimming down, as most pleasing personality, does a Jot of 
actors feel, is hurting them. split rolls, as well as some difficult 
. body maneuvers. She's cute and 
The Gilberts opened the gusher | talented. 
|of applause, running away with a | Trey spot has Wilmot, Peters and 
hand that was little more than Co., a pair of nimble eccentric step- 
|equaled by Cass, Mack and Owen. |pers and a girl hula wiggler. With 
Boys present in a very smooth man-/q hyla interpretation also on the 
ner a hand-to-hand and horizontal | screen (news reel), the customers 
bar routine, jhad their fill of the Hawalian 
No. 2 Sylvia Froos failed to make pastime. Boys indulge in some rood 
a showing rating much above fair. | gagging while prancing, and follow- 
She did four numbers, one an oldie, |ing the hula number they put on a 
during which a lot of people in the| burlesque of that dance that’s a 
‘audience started to chat, and a/|mop-up. 
medley of air pops, latter closing. Don Cummins, comedy roper. fol- 
The middle-of-the-bill turn is|lows. His rope manipulation is oke, 
that of Dave Harris and Co. His| but there’s no place in his routine 
group includes Frankie, a stooge |for the exposed shirt tail, which 
‘with a face even a stooge can’t look | 40esn't fit him a bit. Boy should 
at; the Carroll Sisters, dancers, and | Stick to his onions. 
Ethel Rhea. Latter plays assistant| Another dancing act brings Ward, 
on the magic bits for Harris, saving | Pinkle and Terry, two men and a 
all else for a hula dance bit at the irl, who are of the knockabout 





finish. She seems wasted that way, | ‘ype, and engage in acrobatic hoof- 
but Harris apparently figures there's |/M&__ and — nonsense. Their slow 
‘enough leggery from the Carroll} motion bit is funny. Topliner is 
twain and Frankie with his soft| Jue Fong, Chinese tenor, who. is 
shoe. still doing his customary routine. 
rj > j ag shes " 2 

Harris did quite nicely, cramming . ‘pes _were in great shape today, 
into his act a lot of routine It's and he clicked with each number. 
a “|It might be good biz for him to 


the sort of attraction that’s appro- 


; substi another :; re ti , 
priate-to the State and will do okay ubstitute another and more timely 


number than ‘Mandalay’ for his en- 


most anywhere without being a a 
panic. core. : 
Closing spot allotted to the Three 
It was 10 minutes for Cass, Mack | Rounders (male), comedy acrobats. 
and Owen, who probably cut the They work hard and fast. and wind 


least, if any. A surefire act of its|up the bill satisfactorily. Screen 

kind, built up in a showmanly way.|;had ‘The Last Mile’ (WB). Univ. 
The De Marcos, billed as Antonio | News and Columnists News topies. 

and Renee, did only three numbers Biz bad at initialer. 

and off. While graceful ballroom ae aa ae 

dancers, sure of their technique, the , 

forepart of the act is nae na to Carman, Philly, Drops Vode 

drag. It’s due in part to the waltz} Philadelphia, Oct. 10. 

opening and the rather long piano George T. Cravenstine has discone 

duet following. After that the act tinued the vaudeville poliey at the 

gathers mome ntum If the De Carman: aabe 

Marcos switched the waltz to jater , 

opening with something else, the r: Going straight pix Le.ves Fay’s 

sult would probably be bette only vaude house in neighbor- 

Char hood, 
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CAPITOL, N. Y. 


New York, Oct. 7. 

Just a so-so show at the Cap al- 
though punctuated with better 
names than last week, but the effect 
is equally as sluggish. Irene Bor- 
doni and Dorothy Jordan, Metro 
contract player, are the femme at- 
tractions. Benny Rubin is the hold- 
over m. c. and Russ Columbo and 


his orchestra and the Three Keys 
are two radio entries. 

On paper it looks oke, but it 
doesn't work out that way some- 
how. Rubin worked hard, often 
perhaps a bit too hard, foiling with 
everybody. 

Presentation opens with Miss 
Jordan (New Acts). ’ 

The Three Keys making their 


stage debut under NBC-Harry Le- 
netska auspices, after a preliminary 
air buildup, somehow didn’t register 
as was expected. They’re sizzlingly 
hot—no doubt about that. They’re 
different and could be a decided 
click but they missed fire on their 
initial presentation. Main fault is 
the wrong routining. Numbers are 
in the same tempo of jazzique. They 
should break it up with the sweet- 
’n’hot stuff, as for example that 
‘Paradise’ number, which they have 
done so effectively on the air. 
Theirs, at the Cap, is a rather mon- 
otonous succession of rhythm num- 
bers. As to their individuality, 
there’s no gainsaying that. That 
guitarist is the hottest yet and the 
warbler and pianist are ditto. They 
could stay away from the mike a 
bit more and thus dodge the too 
forte amplification. Otherwise they 
look nice in their mess jackets and 
formal trousers. 

Miss Bordoni spoke too much be- 
tween songs. She opened with 
‘Mardi Gras’ <nd then pulled an 
American flag introductory about 
her countryman, Chevalier, in pre- 
lude to the Valentina’ impression. 

Russ Columbo and his orchestra 
closed. Apart from doing a bit too 
much, especially after that long 
show, just why he needs the band 
is something to think about. The 
act is all Columbo and whether the 
regular pit band, or an organist, for 
that matter, accompanies him, or 
whether it’s his.own musical ag- 
gregation, makes little difference. 
He could just do just as well with 
a pianist, or accompanying himself. 
He evidences pianistic ability in one 
of the specialties which includes 
playing the violin, besides the piano 
although violin really is his instru- 
ment, 

For the Cap engagement, of 
course, a stage band to double into 
the pit has been the scheme of 
things for some time, but apart 
from this individual house booking 
exigency, Columbo as a_ radio 
crooner with a sizeable rep should 
go it alone. He could do better 
that way in the long run, no doubt. 
As is, the band, competent enough 
and all that, is just a backer-upper 
for the crooner. Only in one brief 
session do they get any scintillating 
opportunities, 

For the rest, Rubin shifts in and 
out, first in tails and then in tux. 
He looks better in the dinner jacket. 
He has some funny moments, and 
others not so funny. 

House has an attack of traileritis 
this week. Mebbe ‘Smilin’ Thru,’ 
coming next week, is all that the 
superlatives on the heralding trail- 
ers alleged, but that sort of builder- 
uppering always makes one sus- 
picious. 

The John Gilberts-Virginia Bruce, 
(Mrs. Gilbert) is unofficially co- 
starred—in ‘Downstairs’ is the weak 
feature attraction. The usual news- 
reel rounds it out. Looks like a 
poor gross again at the Cap cur- 
rently. Abel. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 6. 

Ed Smith, who operates this house 
for Par-Publix, never tries to skimp 
on stage talent when he has what is 
figured a strong picture draw. This 
week Marlene Dietrich’s ‘Blonde 
Venus’ is the screen magnet and 
Jans and Whalen were brought in 
to add luster to the stage show. 
Latter pair draw heavy coin but 
fail to show the reason why. What 
may wow the eastern folk doesn’t 
make an impression on the ticket 
buyers out here, and the entire tenor 
of the turn hits below a smash. 
However, Whalen’s nifty tapping 
can stand alone in any company. 


Milla Sonde, droning her recita- 
tive dirge from ‘Hullabaloo,’ got 
about the best reception of the bill, 
which, incidentally, is longer on 
lookers than any seen hereabouts 
for moons. Donna Grant is a tricky 
tappist who knows how to sell per- 
sonality, while Constance Evans 
does an acro-contortion number in 
front of the line. 

Unfortunately, Rena and Rath- 
burn do a copy act of the Fritz and 
Jean Hubert drunk dance, even 
using some of the same music. 
Toward the end it becomes apparent 
that, using new material, this team 
could go a long ways, since the girl 
is comely and both have ability. 


Eddie Stanley celebrates his sixth 
week as m. c. by digging up even 
more ancient and feeble gags than 


before. He either precedes or fol- 
lows each with an apology. 
House was capacity at 


the afternoon. 


opening 
show, but petered off for the rest of 
Spanish overture 
and Paramount News completed the 
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| New York. Oct. 7. 
Four specialty acts from the va- 
riety field bolster up the house staff 


combination 
though 
Produc- 


week and the 
for a satisfying, 
entertainment. 


this 
makes 
name-less, 


tionally everything’s up to average, 
which means presence of the usual 
Roxy colorful costuming and mount- 
, ing. 

The Diamond Boys, Dick and 
Edith Barstow, and Lucille Page, 
each with their own spot, and 


Capt. Willie Mauss are the visiting 
talent. Mauss’ complete revolutions 
on a bike inside a lighted wheel are 
used to close the program spectac- 
ularly. It’s a new spot for Capt. 
Willie who usually opens ’em up in 
vaudeville. He's following plenty of 
color here, but not much action, 
which gives the bike stunt. more 
than its customary. edge. 
Miss Page, who first came to no- 
tice in last year’s ‘Vanities,’ per- 
forms her acrobatic routine in front 
of the house line as the topper in a 
sightly production item. She was 
the leading applause grabber at the 
Friday evening performance. Scene 
leading up to this specialty includes 
phosphorized costumes and bhack- 
drop and involves danc:ng by the 
ballet, singing by the house chorus 
and an old time serpentine (tape 
swinging) bit by two men billed as 
Peterson and Livoff. 
Joseph Griffin, staff tenor, and the 
male chorus open the show with a 
military strain, followed by the early 
planting of one of the most inter- 
esting production novelties seen 
here in a long while. The set is an 
animal cage and the ballet girls are 
costumed like a troupe of lions. 
They go through the paces to whip 
cracking by a male ‘trainer.’ Ganjou 
Bros. and Louise Gay, which sounds 
like an adagio trio, were billed but 
didn’t show. The whip cracker 
missed too often and from the half- 
way to the finish the audience ap- 
peared to be guessing whether he’d 
crack the whip or miss the next 
time, which detracted from the girls. 
Better handling of the whip and a 
little more speed in the line work 
would have made this a tough num- 
ead for the rest of the show to fol- 
Ow. 
Diamond Boys have the next spot 
with the full stage to themselves 
and their routine only slightly al- 
tered. Small attendance refused to 
warm up at first, but the Diamond 
knockabout work got ’em eventually 
as it always does and at the fin- 
ish the boys were in solid. As hard 
workers they set an example for 
even the Roxy theatre’s two lines of 
girls, 
The Barstows, just back from Eu- 
rope, highlight the final scene with 
their toe tapping, arriving just 
ahead of Capt. Willie’s windup. The 
brother and sister team boiled things 
down to their stair number, but it 
was enough to give them sock rat- 
ing on returns, 
Frank Cambria’s 
whole show is ‘Carnival.’ The in- 
dividual production items follow 
that theme with their striking back- 
grounds and wardrobes. 
Pit symphony, led by David Ross, 
went rather heavy this week to use 
the second Hungarian Rhapsody for 
its overture, The tense attention 
given the overture by this audience, 
in contrast to its indifferent atti- 
tude toward the stage proceedings, 
indicates that the Roxy manage- 
ment has changed, but its custom- 
ers’ tastes have not. It's difficult to 
strike a happy medium for a cli- 
entele that’s extremely partial to 
the classical. Their odd idea of the 
best in light entertainment is a 
Mickey Mouse or ‘Silly Symphony’ 
cartoon shert, so they get one every 
week. This time it’s a ‘Symphony.’ 
‘Hat Check Girl’ (Fox), the pic- 
ture, wasn’t drawing Friday evening. 
Bige. 





title for the 





CHICAGO 


Chicago, Oct. 7. 

A reasonable amount of amuse- 
ment is vouchsafed the Chicago 
clientele this week by a bill that 
was rather tardily booked and had 
to go for its headliner to Roy Bolger 
who played the house about five 
months ago with at least part of 
his present routine. 

Leon Leonidoff skipped to Cali- 
fornia suddenly on personal busi- 
ness. His absence is perhaps 
noticeable. The show is not so 
pretty. On the other hand it’s faster. 
Leonidoff's leisurely tempo has on 
occasion all the ztp of chilled 
molasses. 

Production department and Val 
Rasset framed a couple of attrac- 
tive girl numbers, one a variation 
on the Can-Can, another for the 


different lines. 
appearance than the usual 


smoothly and effectively done. 


and the big song from 


he put across at least two of the 
three numbers he sang. 


In corporating in their routine 


| several hoke tricks that were new 


to professional observers, Lowe, 
3ernoff and Wemsley have a tough 
act, but as easy sutcess with it. 
Their stuff is certain to give any 
house full value on the pay en- 
velope, 

An unprogrammed girl did 
termittent solo hoofing. during 
production numbers. . And oke. 
Exceptional publicity was ac- 
corded the return of Hans Muenzer 
as concert master (first violin) of 
the house orchestra. He got an 
eulogistic welcome in a trailer and 
took a cadenza standing up in the 
midst of ‘Caprice Espagnole’ di- 
rected by Joseph Littau. Muenzer 
is classified as something of a 
matinee idol by Balaban & Katz. 


Recognition of the. musical stal- 
warts of the Chicago should. include 
Louis Adrian, the reliable fiddler 
who steps into the leader’s job at 
those moments when the spotlight 
isn’t on the hydraulic pit. Littau 
does not conduct the stage show. 
Adrian does. And with plenty. of 
assurance and ability. 


First National’s ‘Cabin in the Cot- 
ton’ is the screen piece de resistance 
and opening day trade presaged a 
light gross. Land, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Oct. 7. 
Jack Holland and June Knight 
head the F-M ‘Night Club’ idea this 


in- 
the 


week and hold their end up well. 
Good support from a list of acts, 
but show is weak on comedy. 


Production opens on a scene in 


with the six line girls as snappy 
maids checking the coats of the six 
boys who form the other half of the 
mixed line. Go into an opening 


Then another line 
number with the six boys, but along 
Boys make a better 
male 
chorus string. Holland and Knight 
on for their first ballroom dance, 
Miss 
Knight is extraordinarily graceful 


and her long skirts add much to the 
effectiveness of her steps. 
is right alongside, and the pair get 


Holland 


off to what constitutes a good hand 
for this audience. 


In one, with a nondescript drop 
‘Pagliacci’ 
by Wilton Crawley, who displays a 
nice voice but not much dramatic 
action, and doesn’t put the sock into 
the vocal sob at the end. Should 
tackle a less dramatic number for 
full effect. 


Back to full stage, but now in the 
supper room, with only a couple of 
tables on the left, the space being 
needed for the specialties. Line 
opens with a waltz in the semi- 
darkness, followed by Fritz and 
Jean Hubert in an acrobatic dance 
which has something. Some of the 
girl’s flips are much above average, 
including a couple of neat twisters 
that would be a credit to a male 
performer. King Brothers and Cully 
on for the almost inevitable nut 
comic trio. They throw their hats 
around and do prattfalls just like 
the others, but too mechanically 
done to get the usual laughs. One 
of the boys got a momentary break 
with a dance fragment, but the turn 
is without lift and too formless. 


Holland and Knight back for a 
second number, better than the first, 
with real applause going to a hot 
rumba and a spin by Holland carry- 
ing his partner that’s good for any- 
where. Rudy Kaye kicks in with a 
burnt cork comic that is mostly 
based on playing a clarinet while 
doing back bends and similar stunts. 
Broken with dancing and bends 
while carrying a glass lamp bal- 
anced on his head. Kaye probably 
would collect more as an act than 
in a production, but they liked him. 
Janice Walker starts to wind 
things up with a Cinderella song 
which goes into a pantomime of the 
fairy story. Great stuff for the kids 
on the story, and the grownups ap- 
preciate the costuming and routin- 


ing. Different from the conven- 
tional finale. and better, for a 
change. Show ran 47 minutes. 


Rosa Rio billed for her organlog, 
but replaced by Bob Hamilton at 
the keyboard. He works with a film 
based on the familiar idea of adap- 
tation of classical music for pop 
numbers and winds up with Cho- 
pin’s ‘Valse Minute’ done in less 
than the 60 seconds, as shown by a 
stop watch in closeup on the screen. 
Too much of this sort of stuff might 





finale, a scarlet-against-black sil- 
houette number with Harlemesque 
undertones. In between Bolger kib- 
bitzed and danced, getting most of 
his laughs from a political bur- 
lesque and forgetting the point of 
his drunk story. He sells himself. 
With each appearance his comedy 
gets surer, better. His dancing was 
in the bag long ago. 

Pat Kennedy from Ben Bernie’s 
orchestra came in for the week as 
a tenor soloist. He has what is 
known as a ‘microphone’ voice and 
there was no microphone for him 
Friday. That’s another way of say- 
ing that his voice couldn't, or at 
least didn’t, fill the big auditorium 


pall, but for a just once it’s effective. 
Sam Jack Kauffman back in form 
with a well-knit medley overture, 
with Barre Hill doing ‘Eli Eli.’ With 
good taste Kauffman does not work 
him into the routine, as usual, but 
follows with Hill as a specia! num- 
ber. The sonorous melody would 
not fit in well in a jazz collection, 
and, entirely apart from its relig- 
ious singnificance it gains more at- 


Hill’s robust voice, and over like 
nobody’s business, 


Film menu is ‘Chandu’ (Fox), 





here. Kennedy has a boyish per- 





program, Stage show ran 40 mins. 


sonality that disarms criticism and 


Oswald cartoon, and the Fox news- 
rell. Chie. 


tention through isolation. Just suits 


which seemed to be yanking them 
in; Magic Carpet on Zanzibar, an 


— 





{| NEWSREELS — || 








EMBASSY 


Politics leads all at both newsreel 
theatres this week. Coverage at the 
Embassy is greater and more com- 
plete. 

Where Pathe abbreviated the Gar- 
den show to a bull’s eye of the Tam- 
many crowd and a few words from 


O’Brien, Fox-Hearst took In all de- 
tails including the reading of the 
entire Walker radiogram. 

Luxer audience was impervious to 
the Smith- Roosevelt handshake 
while the Embassy fans, who greet- 
ed O’Brien in marked silence, lauded 
this clip. 


Hoover in Des Moines got a vir- 
tual demonstration at the Embassy. 
Fox-Hearst worked in exclusives 
Sat. afternoon on Trubee Davison, 
‘Wild Bill’ Donovan, and Al Smith 
showing Schmeling the Empire 
building tower. “4 

In general coverage*of* news the 
Embassy program: was impressive. 
Probably the most important horror 
scoop since Universal’s exclusive on 
the Detroit solo flight disaster was 
F-H’'s view of a crack-up on an 
English auto track. This clip was 
little short of a marvelous exhibi- 
tion of photographic technique. Sit- 
ting in the audience it would seem 
that the disaster had been staged 
for the F-H camera. Lense fol- 
lowed the car around the track and 
took in every detail of the smash. 
Body of the driver hurtling through 


the foyer of a French night club,;the air and landing on the track 


was clearly perceptible through fly- 
ing debris. 

F-H was a week behind Pathe on 
the Hutchinson family alibi and the 


dance punctuated by a comedy/|former Kaiser at a beach resort, al- 
dance by a boy. 


though it covered both from differ- 
ent aspects. 


Important scoop also was F-H's 
coverage of De Valera’s attack on 
the League of Nations. 


Other Embassy clips included: 
Prince of Wales in Denmark; Mayor 
McKee pledging support to national 
unemployment relief drive; Admiral 
Byrd on tax reduction flight; spawn- 
ing salmon in Oregon; Bavarian 
bird doctor; Maryland horse racc; 
amateur sluggers in Mad. Garden; 
women’s national golf finals; N. Y. 
police graduation exercises; balloon 
race in Switzerland. Waly. 


TRANSLUX 


All Saturday afternoon center 
aisle, the only one in the Luxer, 
was congested. People were stand- 
ing most of the time half-way to 


the screen. 

Incidentally it’s about time the 
Luxer did one or two things. With 
winter at the door the Luxer’s main 
title about ‘a new c# Imer program’ 
is getting shopworn. Also, this 
keeping people on their feet for the 
greater part of an entire program 
and crowding the place until city 
regulations force the b. o. window 
to close, could be remedied. Yhere 
are another 250 seats next door that 
have been collecting dust for the 
past four months. It seems that 
the overflow from the surviving 
Luxer easily warrants a resurrec- 
tion of the disused half. 

Aside from the political coverage 
there is little of note in the current 
news program. 

Universal’s. views of 
agents destroying Newark 
were seen at the Embassy 
week. 

The voting for people in all walks 
of life continues to be interesting 
as is Pathe’s revival of the ‘more 
jobs’ campaign which Universal in- 
troduced. 

With a little more evidence U's 
story of the sailor who now pre- 
sents himself as responsible for the 
‘Frisco bombing, and not Tom 
Mooney, would be worthwhile. As 
it is presented it doesn’t register 
conviction. 

The first Sing Sing football game 
of the season is covered in similar 
manner by both houses. Talking 
reporter’s cracks provide the Pathe 
coverage with more laughs. 

Pathe cameramen about this time 
every year do a little mountaineer- 
ing. Now Mt. Rainier is vaulted. 

Some couples will go to any ex- 
treme for marriage publicity. First 
to enter a lion’s den for the cam- 
era probably is the pair in Penn, 
caught by Pathe. 

Both theatres had Premier Azana 
in Spain; some more about the Los 
Angeles stunt man, 

Other Luxer clips included: Mary 
Pickford entertaining child perform- 
ers; members of the DAR embark- 
ing for Europe; sinking of marble 
shaft for Mussolini monument; tar- 
poon fishing in Mexico; Jewish New 
Year ceremonies; fashions. Waly. 


Federal 
liquor 
last 





IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Oct. T. 

Biggest hand went to Maxine 
Lewis. Customers couldn’t get 
enough of this petite torch singer. 
Headliner and m. c. is Charlie 
Foy, who uses the Olsen-Johnson- 
Murray formula of speedy nonsense. 
Foy even has a stooge who does 
the Milton Charleston jitters in 
cross-fire patter. 

Balalaika sexette open before a 
crazy set of cock-eyed dwellings for 
ussian medley as Olga and Mischa 
ail for a waltz in Southern cos- 
tume, incongruity of oldtime South- 
ern dance marred by the use of a 
Russian band. Four unbilled girls 
ease on in ‘one’ for a semi-classic 
routine, silver costumes and grace 
of quartette drawing a warm re- 
sponse. Foy and his sextette of 
stooges back for more nonsense and 
the headliner trailing for an imita- 
tion of his late father that is throat- 
catching. The stooge sexette are 
all over ‘the stage. Sometimes 
they’re funny and sometimes they’re 
not. Sandwiched in are dances by 
La Verne, Virginia Peck and Tudy, 
but identities are lost through poor 
announcing and the fast and 
furious entrances of Foy’s stooges. 
Feature film is ‘Night of June 13’ 
(Par). Usual fillers and Jack Ar 
thur gesticulating with the baton 
in a revival of grandmother’s fa- 


vorites, McStay. 
Gaumont ‘Palace. Paris 
Paris, Oct. 1. 


Gaumont Palace is picking up, 
due to wintry weather setting in, 
with no thanks to the feature, but 
a stage show, with Hal Sherman 
topping the bill, helps considerably. 
After a newsreel,’ the stage show 
comes immediately. 

This includes first 10 supposedly 
Viennese girls of very mixed origin 
doing several dances at opening and 
between numbers. Then comes Dar- 
lene Walders, American solo dancer, 
next booked for England and Italy, 
who gets a very good hand. Other 
act is Alen and Evans, two acrobats 
of exceedingly neat work, and well 
worth putting in a revue. Hal 
Sherman does his usual terp antics, 
with the usual result. 

Show is now produced direct by 
Erenthal, and could stand some 
technical advice as to staging and 
lighting to get the value of an en- 
semble of acts. 

Fred Mele’s orchestra opens with 
Saint-Saens’ Swan Song, which, 


makes the audience also expect it 
to be done on the stage. After 
which comes Lohengrin’s march. 
Finally the feature, titled ‘Amour... 
Amour,’ which is exceedingly local. 
Mavi, 








coming immediately after the ballet, | 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


New York, Oct. 8. 


On Belle Baker’s withdrawal from 
the stage show for the holdover 
week, Ruth Roye and Frances Lang- 
ford are added. Besides Miss Baker, 
the Three Rio Bros., Donald Novis 
and Annette Ames are missing, 
leaving it all a rather skimpy ros- 
trum portion. 


Possibly Publix regarded the draw 
of ‘Phantom President,’ which 
opened sensationally strong, as 
enough on the holdover week, and 
in view of the fuss with Miss Baker, 
who walked, paid little attention to 
the stage. 


Miss Baker wanted Monday (10) 
off to celebrate Yom Kippur, Pub- 
lix refusing to give her that time 
out, whereupon she declined the 
holdover week. On the first week 
she and Borrah Minevitch topped 


the layout, none too strong as it 
was, 
Currently, it’s no stronger, if as 


strong. Miss Roye is spotted on 
top of the opening fullstage num- 
ber by the girls, which seems a lit- 
tle early for an artist of her quali- 
ties. The singing comedienne by 
sheer showmanship and a diction 
that may be surprising to some of 
the de luxe picture mob, caught on 
quickly Saturday afternoon and 
walked away with a good hand. She 
probably would have done even bet- 
ter farther down on the show, even 
though closer to the balance of the 
comedy, wrapped up in Minevitch’s 
act. 

Miss Roye opened with ‘Every- 
thing’s Goin’ to Be All Right,’ 
swinging into a special that lands 
a lot of plugs for nationally adver- 
tised articles. The German special 
is for the finish and like the others 
is sold with consummate skill. 


Jesse Crawford at the organ cen- 
ter stage separates Miss Roye and 
Frances Langford. Latter does 
okay, but fails to show impressively. 
She was spotted to top the Craw- 
ford number, singing a brace from 
the side of Crawford's organ. She 
might have appeared to better ad- 
vantage in ‘one,’ or at least a !'t- 
tle farther downstage. 


Miss Langford hails from radio, 
where she’s been undergoing 4 
build-up process. She does not usé 
a mike, which may be a drawback, 
although the voice has _ sufficient 
power to chance getting along with- 
| out it. The effect might be different 
| with the amplifiers, as for others 
from the air. , 

In vaude recently she used a miké 
and seemed to shape up better. 
Numbers done down here are ‘You 
Made the Night Too Long’ and one 


| (Continued on page 62) 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (October 15) 
THIS WEEK (October 8) 


Numerals In connection with bills below inc.cate opening aay ef 


show, whether full or split week 














RKO 





NEW 
Pp 


William Hall 

Do Ra Me 

Tasty Yeast Jesters 
Noble Sissle Orch 
«(Two to By 


YORK CITY 
alace (15) 


Denatella Bros Co 
Eddie Nelson 
Bverett Marshall 
3 Sailors 
J & M Magon 
Academy 

2a half (19-21 
Phyllis Rae & H 2 
Frank Hunter 
Vincent Lopez Co 

2a half (12-14) 
Violet Ray & N 
Seed & London 
Radio Rubes 





(8) 

Olson & Johnson 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (15) 

Olson & Johnson 

( 


Norma Talmadge 
George Jesse. 


COLUMBUS 
Ohio (15) 
White & Manning 

Benny Ross 
Forsythe S'm'’n & F 
Carel & Stuart 
Herb Williams 

(8) 
4 Ortons 
Britt Wood 
Vanessi 
Jack Mulhall Co 
Hilton Sis 








RADIO 


New 





TOM KENNEDY : 
“VYORKO” ATTRACTIONS 
NBC Presents 


RKO Albany and Academy of Music. 
(Week Oct. 8) 


RUBES 


York 

















Slim Pressler 
Rimac’s Orch 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (15) 
Hill & Hoffman 
Texas Guinan Rev 
qOne to fill) 


(8) 
‘Rh'ps ay in Black’ 
Prospect 
Ist half (14-17) 
Cireus Intern’l 


2d half (18-20) 
4 Bonellys 
Pete 
Larry Rich Co 


Lee Port & Dotty 
Allen Reno Bd 
2d half (11-13) 
G & P Magley 
Florence Case 
Jack Usher Co 
Kram'r & Hamilt'n 
AKRON 
Palace 
2d half (19-21) 
Jack Gwynne Co 
Danny Small Co 
Billy House Co 
George Beatty 
Barney Rapp Orch 
2a half (12-14) 
Bieler & Wills 
Gaston Palmer 
Wally Sharples e 
A & F lake 
Herb Williams 
Al 3 ANY 
Palace 
Ist half (15-18) 
4 Emeralds 
Lloyd Hughes 
Joe Marks Co 
Chaz Chase 
Lina Basquette Co 
2d half (19-21) 
Mel Klee 
Henry Tobias Orch 
«Three to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Gracie Schenk 
E & M Beck 
Nick Long Jr Co 
3 Sailors 
F Henderson Oreh 
BOSTON 
Boston (15) 
Bert Walton 
(& 
Clemens Belling Co 
Henry Burbig 





DALLAS 
Keilth’s (15) 
3 French Misses 
Harry J Conley Co 
Peaches Browning 
Moran & Mack 
Paddy Cliff Orch 
(8) 
Marcus Rev 
ELIZABETH 
Keith’s 
Ist half (15-18) 
Billie Vallie 
Daphne Pollard 
Lander Bros 


Jerry Co 
2d half (19-21) 
Mickey Draatz 3 


Leon Navaro 
Dave Harris Co 
Idol & Chanu 
2d half (11-13) 
Johnny Dove Co 
Roxy La Rocca & N 
Rice Werner & 
Sammy Cohen 
Beth Miller Co 
HEMPSTEAD 
Rivoli 
ist half (15-18) 
Idol of Chanu 
Chas Althoff 
Lew White Co 
Faber & Ford 
J & M Mason 
2d half (19-21) 
may Doner 
Chaz Chase 
Jerry Co 
id half (12-14) 
3 Willeys 
Stem & Stern 
Daphne Pollard 
Lander Bros 
De Toregoes 
HOUSTON 
Keith’s (15) 
3 St John Bros 
Ryan & Noblette 
Neville Fleeson Co 
Jordan & Woods 
Gene Dennis 


(8) 

Jimmy Burchill Co 
Jacks’n & Gardiner 
Hobart Bosworth 
Barney Grant Co 
Ingenues 

KANSAS CITY 

Keith’s (14) 

Rosetta Duncan Co 








WILLIE 
Placed 





At the 


ROX Y 


This Week 
LUCILLE PAGE 


LEDDY & SMITH 


MAUSS 
by 











Al Tucker Co 
Roy Sedley Co 
Grey Fam 


Kelth’s (15) 
Donatella Bros 
Evans & Mayer 

Sailors 
Blackstone 
Colby & Murray R 
Radio Rogues 
Bid Marion 
A & M Havel 

ick Lucas 
Willie West & McG 

BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (15) 
Dwit Mtcf & F 
Harrison & Elmo} 
Alex Hyde Orch 
Block & Sully 

illie Mauss 

(8) 
3 Cossacks 
8tone & Gibbons 
George Beatty 
Goiden Blondes 
Buck & Bubbles 
Rh a AGO 
tlace (15 
Rio Lita , 


(8) 
White & Manning 
F’rsythe S’'n & F 
Guy Robertson 
Billy House Co i 
arlie Agnew Or 
State Lake (15) 
Gary Ford Fam ! 
Carleton & Bellew 
M Montg: omery 
Weaver Bros 
{$) 
Jack Gwynne 
Ones & Rae 
Adelaide Hall 
Alec B Francis 
Weist & Stanton 
© re * ATI 
e (15 
Thurston ' 


Co 





| De 


MILW AUKKE 
Wisconsin (15) 
Ralph Olsen Co 
Britt Wood 
Pola Negri 
Wills & Davis 
Dalten & Rose 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheucm (15) 
Cherry Bloss'm & J 
Weist & Stanton 
Dorothy Lee 
Senator Murphy 
Blanche f{alloway 
(8) 


Ralph Olsen Co 
Dunn & Morgan 
Pola Negri 
Wills & Davis 
Dalton & Rose 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (15) 
Jimmy Burchill Co 
Ingenues 
Hobart 
Michon 


3osworth 
Bros 
(8 


Harris 2 & Loretta 
lyonovan Sis & B 
Weaver Bros Co 
OMAHA 
Keith’s (7) 
Rio Rita 
PATERSON 
Keith's 
Ist half (15-18) 
Toregoes 
Leon Navaro 
Any Fam 
Seed & London 
Vincent Lopez Co 
half (19-21) 
B & R Goman 
Chas Althoff 
Pickens Sis 
4 Flushers 
J & M Mason 
2d half (12-14) 
Miss Delvina Co 
Mel Klee 


Clif€é Nazarro Orcr | 
Gordon & Reed 
Roxy Theatre Ens 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (15) 
Paul Petching 
Sid Marion 
Colby & Murry Rv 
‘Fatty’ Arbuckle 
Princess Yvonne 
(8 


Int'l 3 

Mady Co 

Geo Broadhurst Co 

Dowling & Dooley 

Roye & Maye Rev 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (15) 

Ted Lewis Bd 


(8) 
Texas Guinan Co 
SAN ANTONIO 


Keith’s (15) 
Marcus Rev 


(8) 

3 St John Bros 
Ryan & Noblette 
Neville Fleeson Co 
Jordan & Woods 
Gene Dennis 

ST. LOUIS 

Keith’s (15) 
Gary Ford Fam 
Harlan’ & St John 
Grace! Hayes 
Medley & Dupree 
Thomas 5 

TORONTO 
Hippodrome (15) 
3 Cossacks 
Will J Ward 
Golden Blondes 
30bby Pincus 
F Henderson Orch 

(8) 

Dainty Ann Howe 





| Whitey Roberts 
Mildred H Chaplin 
Ross Wyse Jr 
Alex Hyde Bd 
TRENTON 
Keith's 
Ist half (15-18) 


Morton Spurr 
B & R Goman 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
J & B Willing 
Cookie Bowers 
Harmon & Claxton 
‘One to fill) 
2d half (12-14) 
Naro Lockford Co 
Shaw & Brunet 
Frank Melino Co 
Jerry Co 
TROY 
Keith’s 
Ist half (15-18) 
Swan Lueille & C 
Snoozer Jr 
Mel Klice 
Henry Tobias 
(One to fill) 
2d half (19-21) 
3 Rocket Tappers 
Whitey Roberts 
Joe Marks Co 
Lloyd Hughes 
4 Emeralds 
2d half (12-14) 
Large & Morgner 
B & J Browne 
Danny Small 
Chaz Chase 
Lina Basquette Co 
WESTWOOD 
Keith's (15) 
Rio Smith & A 
Harry Crawford Co 


Orch 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (14) 


Abe Lyman Orch 
2 Keys 
Gomez & Winona 
(Two to fill) 
Boulevard 
Ist half (14-17) 
Circus 
2a half (18-20) 
Case Bros & M 
Howard & Mack 
Sheila Barrett 
Harry Hines 
Lee Gail Co 


Orpheum 


ist half (14-17) 
Case Bros & 
Sheila Barrett 
Les Gellis 
Rita Royce Co 

2d half (18-20) 
Circus 


Paradise (14) 


Bob Ripa 
Harland Dixon 
Molly Picon 
Benny Rubin 
Calif Collegians 


State (14) 


Chapelle & Cariton 
Yates & Lawley 
June Carr 

Edgar Bergen Co 
Mills, Kirk & M 
Russ Columbo Orch 
‘Lefty’ Gomez 


BROOKLYN 
Gates 
Ist half (14-17) 
Thelma DeOnzo Co 
Miss Onuki 
Hanlon Bros & W 
J Frances Dooley 
Gordon, Reed & K 
2d half (18-20) 
Stanley Bros. & A 
Bob Brandies 
Sully & Houghton 
Ray Hughes & P 
Kath’ine Parson Co 
Metropolitan (14) 
Van Cello & M 
Marty May 
Show Boat Rev 





Sylvia Frooe 
Carl Shaw Co 
Owen Moore 
Rosette & Luttman 
ASTORIA 
Triboro (14) 
Harriett Lee Co 
Paul Nolan Co 
Billy Welis & 4 F 
BALTIMORE 
Century (14) 
Lya & Wolff 
Rogers Wiiliams 
Irene Bordoni 
Carr Bros & B 
Jack Denny Orch 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (14) 
Juggling Jewels 
May Joyce 
Hilton & Garon 
Gold & Raye 


D Ellington Orch 
CLEVELAND 
State (14) 

5 Elgins 


Chilton & Thomas 
Penn’'ton & Judels 
Jim Barton 
Song Writers P 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (14) 
Rae Eilis & L 
Baby Rose Marie 
Irene Rich Co 
Wm Demarest 
Lucky Boys 
MONTREAL 
Loew’s (14) 
Merril Bros & Sis 
Jos Pope Jones 
Nice, Florio & L 
Harry Burns Co 
ROCHESTER 
Leew'’s (14) 
peed Jane Cooper 
Lathrop Bros 
Furman Sh'key 
James Kirkwood 
Frisco 
Kikuta Japs 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (14) 


Duponts 








(Four to fill) 
2d half (11-13) 
Bert Smith Co 


HARTFORD 

State (20) 
Peg Bates 
Hyde & Burrell 
De Toregoes 
(Two to fill) 

(13) 
Williams & Cryor 
Harry Savoy 
Leviathan Orch 
(Two to fill) 

LAWRENCE 
Warner (20) 
Perry Covan 4 | 
Levan & Boles | 
riant Raines & Yj} 

| 





(Two to fill) 
(13) 
Earle Jack & B 
Allen & Canfield 
Pease & Nelson \ 
Harry Savoy 
Jones & Lee 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (14) | 
Clyde Hager 
Venita Gould 
Paul Kirkland 


Harry Savoy 
Mazzone & Keone 





i imil B 
|Chas Ahearn Co | Donia & McNeil 
: Gracella & Theodore 
Valencia (14) Ted Healy 
Con Colleano ! House Orch 
ELIZABETH (Three to fill) 
2d haif (7) 
Rilz Paul Nolan 
Ist half (14-17) Foster & Van 
Gryant Raines & Y/ Harrison & Fisher 
Levan & Boles |} Levan & Boles 
(Two to fill) Eddie White 
2d half (18-20) Welcome Lewis 
Jerome & Ryan Collins & Peterson 


Hollywood Rev 
Mastbaum (14) 

Harry Richman 

Dorothy Jordan 

Benny Davis 

3 Diamonds 

Yascha Bunchuck 


WASHINGTON 
Earle (14) 


Al Johnston Co 
Vie Oliver 


| Nan Halperin 


Hal LeRoy 
Mitzi Mayfair 
(7) 
Mae Wynn 4 
Christy & Nataro 
Ve ta Gould 
Ritz Bros 
acie Parrie 
WATERBURY 
Strand (14) 
{ Vespers 
| Peg Bates 
McCann Bis 
| Hyde & [Burrell 
hree to fill) 
(7) 
Chapelie & Carltor 
King & Burnet 
| Leavitt & Lock w'd 
ae Hi igzer 
Tracey & Hay 
Ray Hughes & P 


Leviathan Orch 


&L 


& Marce 








- 

| BROOKLYN 

| Fox (14) 

| ‘Big Top’ I 

| Jack Sidney 

; Nelson’s Elephants 

| Flo Mayo 

Harrison's Co 

Beehee & Rubyatte 

| Dolly Kramer 

| AKRON 
Palace (14) 

‘School Days’ 

| Milton Douglas 

Freddie Craig Jr 

| Mary Price 

| Ollie Morosco 

Edna Sedgewick 

Charley Bernard 

Muriel Moran 

Arlette Young 

T & J O'Connor 

Buster Keim 


} 


Sue St John 
Mary Dolan 
BOSTON 


Metropolitan (14) 
‘Birthday Party’ 
Sylvia Clark 
Bill Telaak 
Russo & Sarti 
Bobby Kuhn 
Sylvia Sharp 
Billy Brown 
Sally Payne 
Sunkist Ens 
BRIDGEPORT 
Poli (14) 
Discoveries’ 
Trixie Friganza 
Stadler Rose 3 
Moro & Yaconelli 
Paul Howard 
Bunny Bronson 
Mark Pepper 
Keene 2 
Ken Syner 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (14) 
‘Bughouse’ I 
Charlie Foy 
Maxine Lewis 
Olga & Mishka 
Balalaika 6 
Flaschette 
Tudy 
Virginia Peck 
La Verne 
CHICAGC 
Chicago (14) 
Bombay I 
Flo Lewis 
O’Connor Family 
Gaylene Sisters 
Pasquali Bros 
Bombay Sunkist B 
Tivoli (14) 
‘Desert Song’ 
Perry Askam 
Tanzi 
Earl Askam 
Nennette Vallon 
John Merkyl 
Chas Boyle 
Betty Willie 
John Wagner 
Uptown (14) 
‘Hollywood C’ 
Ben Turpin 
Teddy Joyce 
Walter Hiers 
Snub Pollard 
Lamberti 
Blossom Sis 
Mary Miles 
Cathleen Bessette 
Joyce & Gary 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (14) 
Thurston 
CLEVELAND 
105th St. (14) 
‘Girl Trouble’ I 
Chester Frederick 
Julia Curtis 
Warren Jackson 
Delong Sis 
Calif Redheads 
Joey Cey Lon 
Ottilie George 
5 Thoroughbreds 
DETROIT 
Fox (14) 
‘Radio Stars’ 
Eddie Bruce 
Albee Sis 
Bill Aronson 
Leota Lane 
Kay Fayre 
Tony Pagliacel 
John Tio 
Peggy Warde 
ARTFORD 
Capitol (14) 
‘Happiness Show’ 
Eddie Peabody 
Jessie Draper 
Joy Bros 
Mary & Marge 
Martha Vaughn 
Tom & Hank 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (18) 
‘Long T Sam’ Co 
108 ANGELES 
United Artists (13) 
‘Mystery’ I 
A Du Val 


Wynn Wayne 
Sunkist Ens 
MADISON 
Orpheum (14) 
‘Star Gazing’ 
Wally Vernon 
Athenas 
Wallen & Barnes 
Muriel Gardner 
Collennette Baliet 
MILWAUKEE 
Wisconsin (14) 





‘Stitch in Time’ 
J & J McKenna 
Tommy McAuliffe 
Five Decardos 
Harriet Mortimer 
Ben Omar 
Torney Ens 
NEW HAVEN 
Metropolitan (14) 
‘Malibu Beach’ 
Raquel Torres 
Bernie & Walker 
Renee Torres 
Henri Therrien 
Tom Dick & H 
Anderson & Allen 
Sunkist Ens 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (14) 
‘Tahiti’ I 
Bernardo de 
Celine Lescar 
Bellet & Lamb 
Park & Clifford 
Gus Elmore 
Lloyd R Miller 
Sunkist Ens 
OAKLAND 
Oakland (14) 
‘Tia Juana’ 
Bert Gordon 
F X Bushman Jr 


Pace 


Enrica & Novello 
Florence Hedges 
Bob Shaffer 


John Locke 
Virginia Crawford 
Sunkist Ens 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (14) 
‘Night Club’ I 
Holland & Knight 
& J Hubert 
Wilton Crawley 
Rudy Kaye 
Petch & Deauville 
Janice Walker 
Sunkist Ens 
PORTLAND 
Peramounft (13) 
Veils’ 
Zelda Santley 
H Conrad Co 
Russell, M’coni & J 
Edna Errico 
Madeline Schmid 
Merna Fortune 
ROCHESTER 
RKO Palace (14) 
‘Jubilee Show’ 
Ted Lewis 
Dixie 4 
‘Snowball’ Whittier 
High Hat Ens 
Esther Pressman 
Doris Deane 
Mildred Gaye 
High Hat Bad 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (14) 
‘Georgia Minstrels’ 
3 Gobs 
Tommy Harris 
Lasses Brown 
Chick Beeman 
Billy Mitchell 
Nay Bros 
Jimmy Miller 
Norvelle Reese 
Georgia Browns 
SPRINGFIELD 
Poli (14) 
‘Rookies’ I 
Johnny Burke 
Nina Olivette 
Les Everson 
Irwin & McAvoy 
Dancing Dou’boys 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (14) 
"Ubangi’ I 
Gilda Gray 
Roy Cummings 
Crosby Bros 
Sunkist Ens 
TORONTO 
Imperial (14) 
F & M Britton Bd 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (13) 
‘On the Riviera’ 
Red Donahue & U 
Edwin George 
Lottie Mayer Jr 
Louise Glenn 
Sunkist Ens 


‘Mickey & M Mouse’ 
Arnaut Bros 
Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 
Monty & Carmo 
Toots Novelle 
Mouse Ens 











LONDON 








Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (10-12) 
B'way Boys & B 
Stanelli & Edgar 
2d half (13-15) 
Taps & Tempo Co 
Videau & Kirby 
Kit Kat Club 
Harold Sander Bd 
Wallington Sis 
Troise & Mandol'rs 
Burke & Head 
Giovanni 
Taps & Tempo Co 
New Vic 
Dave Apollon 
jie Palace 
Billy Ray Ptnr 
Tom D Grey 
Sherman Fisher Co 





Week of Oct. 10 


Carl Lynn 
El Ray 
Norman Carrol 
Payne & Hilliard 
Alma Victoria 
Allan & Lavoie 
Kiraku Bros 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Human Voice 
ILFORD 
Super 
Pauline Ward 
KILBURN 
Grange 
John Myrrdin 
Vanda Viadimir Co 
LEYTON 
Savoy 
M & H Nesbitt 


Orch 





Eddie Collins Bd 3 White Flashes 
Clarkson Rose MILE LND 
Lucan & Ashure Empire 
Hank Tarano & H'rdw'ke 
Leslie Sarony NEW CROSS 
Carlo Modini Tr Kinema 
Scott & Whaley Mtry © Rourke 
Maggie Teyte farber & Stevens 
BRIXTON Rego 2 
Astoria OLD KENT ROAD 
Ann. Penn Astoria 
Co as booked Par Sym Orch 
CLAPTON PALMERS GREEN 
Rink Paimadium 
| M & H Nesbitt 2 Gee Pee aie 
3 White Flashes Clare Rowse 
| DALSTON PEt KHAM. 
Picture House Palace 
|8 Ziegfeld Girls Mary 6 Rourke 
| Clare Rowe & C | Barber & Stevens 
\ EAST HAM Rego 2 
j zi ere . Tower 
V* , 
sul nS velyn Hardy Bad 
EDGW RE. “Roan! or aan ‘ORD HILT 
| Grand Regent 
} John Myrrdin | 8 eee eld Girls 
; Vanda Viadir r Co! Clare we & 
FINSBURY PARK | STR ‘OnD 
| Empire liroadway 
bLayt’n & ed Rarano & H’'dwicke 






































—_——_——_—— oo — ZEB 
Park Central Hotel, Roy White 
o Harry Barris Orch | Dorothy Turner 
e atres ) Loyce Whiteman | Chas Johnson Oreo 
Roosevelt Hotel Taft Grill 
Guy Lombardo Or | Geo Hall Orch 
NEW YORK CITY) CHICAGO Russian Arts | ain 
Paramount (7) s Chicage (7) Joe Morantz Orch | |. oe a 
rre S . Ray olger Renee & Laura Tay pe ences 
Pernace Lansterd | Pat Kennedy Nickolas Hadarick | Zsie2 Bela 
Ruth R ye | Kowe Bernoff & Wj Barra Birs Mme _tlona a rhury 
Sammy Krevoff | ‘Cabin in Cotton’ | Misha Usanoff jaar eee 
Abbott Ens Oriental (7) St. Regis Hotel | Village Barn 
Rubinoff Ben Turpin | Joe Furst’s Orch 
Phant m Pree’ | Snub Pollard Dario & Diane lk ae 8 her < t 
pares . Walter Hiers Dick Gasparre OF | rownsend & Bold 
Roxy (7) | Lamberti Smali’s Paradise | Sh wh . “_ A &. toe 
Diamond Bros | Teddy Joyce ‘Black Rhythm’ Rj P'shf'l H’k Warren 
Lucille Page Blossom Sis Nyra Johnson Muriel Parker 
Peterson & Livoff | Mary Miles Meers & Norton | 3 Dane Bros 
Ganjou Bros | Sak nioen Bossette 3 Speed Demons Johnny Russell 
Louise Gay Joyce & Gary Geo Walker “fat. 

D & E Barstow | “Tiger Shark’ Wm Spellman Waldorf-Asteria 
‘Hat Cheek Girl’ , Tivoli (7) a 3 Palmer Bros Emil Coleman Or 
B YKLYN esert Song Co May Alex The Argentines 
 acmccergeo | “The ry i _ Mabel Scott Mischa Borr Bnes 

| he Crash’ 
‘50 M'll'n F’chm'n' } Uptewn (7) CHICAGO 
‘Love Me Tonight Pe We — » . . 

a | Andrea ars Blackhawk Harry Linden 
BUFFALO | Collette Lyons s Joyce Jelke 
Buffalo (7) | Beck Streat’ Hal Kemp Orch Ellice Lorraine 

Johnny Burke DETROIT Deane Janis Irene Barna 
Nina Ofrivette Fisher (7) Rose « Ray Lyle Mae Golden 
Ann Judy & Zeke | W — Dare Wahl! ee ae Storm Rosalie Jelke 
les Everson A & L Carr raw Oo Sylvia Herron 
Irwin & McCoy lH H & Loses Club Alabam Anne Castle 
‘Phantom Pres’ ‘The Crash’ Patsy McNair pee iy aad 
Edna Lindsey fah Lee 
Freddie Viilant Mary Lang 
Mary Thorne Freddie Janis Oreh 
Empire } Palace Mildred Rese 
Will Hay Ge0r eee rTON adie’ Mokin oO ee Saree 
Flanagan & Allen : 0 Eddie Makins Orch| fF Trambauer Orch 
Geo Betton hn Cindena College Inn Hal Redus 
Sy i SYDENHAM Ben Bernie Orch | Mlinor Sherry 
Thompson Sis , Rink Sisters 1 ' Paramount 
Davas Evelyn Hardy’ Bd | Jackie Heller . : 
Cone® Isianders TOTTENHAM Genevieve Tighe Sir Harry Glyna 
pee FP cn Palace 3 Orphans Nellie Durkin 
STREATHAM 8 Gee Bee Girls Pat Kennedy Alvira Morton 
Astoria Loranna Frank Prince Alfred Weiss 
Par Sym Orch Leo Doherty Frolic’s ee 
Shor 
en == Al Shayne Mary Duntley 
Olive Shayne — Anita LaPierre 
JACK POWELI Grant & Rosalie Sid Lang Orch 
Joy Finley 
Dorothy, Ray Terrace Gardens 
ERVING Minnie Sherman Chas Agnew Orch 
TIMULATING Curry & DeSylvia Stanley Jacobson 
Don Pedro Orch ) Rhod 
ATISFYING = Diy. Detate 
G ada Emily DeSalvi 
YNCOPATION Jack Miles Orch Jack Read 
3 Marinos Vanity Fair 
Thru LEDDY & SMITH Gladys DeFoe Pe a 
Keller Sis nN Selbe 
Chicagoettes A & pak tf 
Bobbie Cook 
i ONES eI ? Kit-Kat Oimb Renee Bonnie 
Bock Sis Jack Russell 
How Stahl Does KH 
Week of Oct. 10 
Continued from page 2 
BIRMINGHAM O'Gorman Bros (Co a pas ) 
Grand Alverez Bros on the screen,’ continues Mr. Stahl, 
NBC Contest Rico Girl Bd 


Kayne & Kerval 
Russ & Goodwin 
Johnny Riscoe 
Amita Edwards 
Edgar Benyon 
Dinks & Trixie 
DUBLIN 
Capitol 
4 White Flashes 
EDINBURGH 
Empire 
Houston Sis 
Keith Wilbur 
Reso & Reto 
Renee & Godfrey 
5 Zifianos 
Van. Larens 





Victor Moreton 
Coram 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
Ted Ray 
Eddie Gray 
Nervo & Knox 
Toni Raglan 
8 Happy Boyes 
Georges Durante 
Leon & Lucette 
JEEDS 
Empire 
Chas Higgins 


Mary Hagen 
June Ayr & Leslie 
Catalini 
Michel & Arnova 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Par Tiller Girls 
Chas Graham 
E & B Franklin 
Strelsky’s Cossacks 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Louis Armstrong 
Klifton Kab Kids 
Jimmy Campbell 
Ethel Hook 
Lou Radford 
Hengler Bros 
Fyne & Furley 
Joe Peanuts 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
Esther Ralston 
Gilbert & French 
Dare & Yates 
Chris Charlton 
Edwin Lawrence 
Valliere 
Power & Page 





Bobby Henshaw 








This Week: 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 
Louis Shurr, Abe Lastfogel 














Cabaret Bills 








The screen’s 
glossed over. 


director. 


screen. 


appeal, 


more difficult to 


day those taboos 
aside. 











Biltmore Hotel 





Paul Whiteman Or 
Jane Vance 

Red McKenzie 
Peegy Healy 

Irene Taylor 

Jack Fulton Jr 
Ramona 

Central P’k Casino | 
Shelia TBarrett 


Veloz & Yolanda 
Eddie Duchin Or 


Connie’s Inn 


Cora Green 
Bobby Evans 
Jazzlips Richardson 
> & B Meeres 
Emma Smith 
Bessie Dudley 
Lillian Cowan 
Red & Struggie 
Billie Maples 
Kaye Oarker 
Simms & Bowle 
Louise Cook 
Willie Jackson 
Lucky Seven 3 
Don Redman Orch 
Cotton Club 
Aida Ward 
Henri Wessel 


Swan & Lee 
Anise Boyer 





Roy Atkins 
Peaches & Duke 
Brown & McGraw 
Nicholas Bros 
Leitha Hill 
Calloway Orch 
El Chico’s 
Duran & Moreno 
Lorenzo Herrera 


Cab 





Fl Flamengo 


Al Valencia Orch | 
El | ! icito ’ 
‘Nina & Moreno ly 
Mariquita Flores | 
if icio Ruffino 
Marta de .l4 Torre 
Accordion Louis | 
} 
Fl Garron 
tana 
4 ' ‘ ' a 
Delys & Clark ‘ 


NEW YORK CITY 


‘After all,’ he 
film boils down to 
two people apart? 
tinction, racial pre 
tracism? There is 





June Knight 
Leon Belasco Orch 


El Patio 


Rosita & Ramon 
Frances Maddua 
Endor & Farrell 
Henry King ur 


H’ly’w’d R’staurant 
Olive Borden 

Nina Mae M’'Kinn’y 
Fowler & Tamara 
Collette Sis 

Frank Hazzard 
Blanche Row 

1 Climas 

Isham Jones Orch 


Hotel Lexington 
Don Bestor Orch 
Art Jarrett 


Hotel New Yorker 


Geo Olsen Orch 
Ethel Shutta 


Lido Gardens 


Billy Arnold Rev 
Pearl Regay 
Jose Shelita 
Lillian Barnes 
Ruth Mayon 
Doris Lenahan 
D & B Ellmore 
Brian MacDonald 
Lillian Porter 
Herbert Rice 
Mary Lou 


Bob Nelson 
Harry Carrol] Oreck 
Nut Club 
Al Morrison’s Bd 
Joe Lewis 
Lulu gates 
Jerry Bergen 
Joe Plotsky 
Grisha 
Barbara MacD'nald 
Ilaureen Whitney 
Helen Db is 
| Eton Boys 
ferry Sis 
' Pedtdles 
Grill 


Paramount 


those 


a chorus girl. 
him. Many men 
married 
has broken the s 
formula, 


conflicts, They m 
as specific, 


cases. That make 


more complex. 


the most casual 
become a severe cr 
Woe to the direct 


ter. Most of us h 
of thing happen o 


the subject of most 
mares.’ 

To avoid 
Stahl carefully pru 


gseration. 


‘Never mind tha 


By the time the 





shot, 
‘ut down to 
ides will carry the 
hor’s intention ar 


reality 


chorus girls. 


false note to creep in. 
chest-heaving, or a line or a piece, 
of business that does not ring true, 
will cause a burst of derisive laugh- 
ave had this sort 


terrible titter in the 


audience 





‘They edit as they read, eliminating 
from their imaginations the sordid- 
ness and squalor of modern fiction. 
cannot be 
Harshness and bad 
taste must be blue-penciled by the 


Women may complain that liter- 
ary characters have not always 
been reproduced accurately on’ the 
If they should ever see 
those characters translating their 
descriptions into larger-than-life- 
size human beings, they would rur 
miles from the theatre. 
my earlier days I directed a picture 
that had a theme of basic feminine 
I neglected 
characterzations, to mitigate sordid- 
ness with compelling romance, 
was a terrific failure. 

Mr. Stahl believes that emstinnnt 
dramas are becoming more and 
Before 
the war there were innumerable 
class distinctions and social barriers 
that created automatic conflict. To- 


I know. 


to soften 


project. 


have been cast 


explains, ‘every 
this: what keeps 
Is it class dise 
judice, social os- 
less and Jess of 


in the world today. 
‘The wealthy boy wants to marry 
That’s all right, let 


of wealth have 
Precedent 
ignificance of a 


Today the situation must 
be made manifest out of the envir- 
onment of its characters, 
applies to other formerly accepted 


The same 


ust be presented 


logically thought out 


s them more in- 


telligent, perhaps, but ever so much 


‘More complex because the pub- 
lic has been so completely educated 
to the field of motion pictures that 


theatre-goer has 
itic of the screen, 
or who allows a 
A bit of 


n occasion. That 
wrong place is 
directors’ night- 


ridicule Mr. 
nes the dialog of 


any action given to emotional exag- 


t line,’ he’ sem 


‘Go right on to the next.’ 


has been 


scene 


a six-side part may have been 
two—but 


those two 
gist of the au- 
id be devoid of 


| laugh provoking artificiality. 
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Mrs. Florence A. Woods, formerly 
Flo Ware, actress, granted a divorce | 
from hei cond husband last week | 
Ciets $10 weekly and the custody of} 
eic daughter. 3 ; . 
eee ee | credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
kK. T. Marshall, of Marlboro, N. Y., |§__ pele: 
awarded $563 damages last week. |'=< —- -_— ee 
Case under the workingmen’'s com-| a neg to ask about it. And while 
pensation law. Marshall had been he's there she'd also like to ask him) ot a 
employed by a theatre to do a man ahheus “+e inoeen ny te 
monkey on an advertising float for |’ ‘ : 


a jungle picture. 

John Mervine, Atlantic City night 
club owner, found dead with two 
bullets in his heart Oct. 3. Discov- 
ered sitting in a chair in his desert- 





ed club after neighbors heard the 
shots and called the police. 
Announced that ‘Ballyhoo’ revue 


will become an annual production. 
Lionel Bevans will stage ‘The 
Good Fairy’ for Leventhal & Wee. 
Federal Judge Moscowitz scolds 
prohib agents for wasting time on 
beer cases. Tells them to get after 
sellers of whiskey and gin. 








Claud Rains back to Theatre Guild 
and will play in ‘Good Earth.’ 


Van Droysen sisters finished with 
the Ringling-Barnum shows and 
sailed for Hamburg last week. Spe- 
cial stateroom was fitted up, as one 
is seven feet four and the other a 
foot taller. 





Bertha Kalisch to be given a tes- 
timonial at the Yiddish Art theatre 
Oct. 20. Marks her 40th stage an- 
niversary. 


Henrietta Crosman has signed a 
Fox contract and will leave for the 
Coast some time this month, 


Transfer tax appraisal filed last 
week shows that the estate of the 
late E. I’. Albee was $3,837,614 gross 
and $3,276,012 net at the time of his 
death. 





Government authorizes distilling 
of 2,000,0°0 gallons of whiskey for 
medicinal supplies for 1933. 


Jos. W. Engles, pres of projection- 
ists’ Local 604, went to Mineola po- 
lice station last week and applied 
for permission to remain in the sta- 
tion overnight. Said his life had 
been threatened by members of a 
rival union. Police investigating. 





Helen Menken files a petition in 
bankruptcy. Liabilities at $20,000 
and no assets. Attorney says move 
was taken to head off creditors who 
pursued her even at rehearsals, but 
that all debts will be paid eventu- 
ally regardless of legal cancellation. 
In court as Helen M. Smith. 


Lilyan Tashman underwent an 
emergency operation for apnendici- 
in New York. Was 
forced to leave the show at the Met- 
ropolitan, Brooklvn. 


Ruth Tara, dancer, announces her 
engagement to Lt. Ceo. E. Fletcher. 


Rose Hobart gets a 
marry William M. Grosvenor, Jr., 
with ceremony set for Saturday 
(15) at Mt. Kisco. 


license to 





‘Carry Nation’ finally goes into re- 
hearsal. Blanche Yurka will direct 
for Arthur J. Beckhard. 





Harry Richman signs with George 
White. 


Lillian one time Vita- 
graph film star, who has been hav- 
ing alimony trouble for a year or 
more, sends Charles E. Hanson to 
the alimony club for $1,000 arrears. 
She’s running a dairy near Sara- 
toga, N. Y. 


Walker, 


Last week's decision reversed and 
court now rules that landlords of 
speaks cannot be served in lieu of 
the prop. May open 1,000 padlocks. 





‘Daily News,’ N. Y. tab, puts its 
editorial and circulation staff on a 
five day week without salary cuts. 


Nassau Philharmonic society gets 
a charter. To give concerts in Nas- 
sau county. 





Tiatcy G. Kosch, receiver for the 
Roxy theatre, authorized by the 
court to seek revaluation. Assessed 
at $4,700,000, a $200,000 boost over 
last vear. 





‘Mourning Becomes Electra’ to 
tour at $2.50 top with tax added. 





‘A Good Woman—Poor Thing’ 
shunted over to Thanksgiving. 


Cornelia Otis Skinner touring the 
midwest with ‘Wives’ and ‘Eugenie.’ 
Will come into N. Y. in November. 





Gilbert Miller’s ‘The Late Christo- 
pher Bean’ slated for a trial open- 
ing in Baltimore Oct. 24. 





Marguerite Finley files a motion 
to examine Phil Plant before trial 
of her $400,000 breach of promise 
suit. In his answer to the complaint 
he stated that she had signed a gen- 
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Projectionists’ Local 306 published 
William | 


week an appeal from 
Federation head, 


306 against 


last 
Green, 
stand by 





back for a _ short 


the 


Ponselle 
tour before 


Rosa 
concert 
son, 


Hector Charlesworth, Toronto 


new Canadian Radio commission, 


Dry agents raid Danbury, 
fair and seize two truck loads of gin. 
Second such seizure at “airs lately. 

Mrs. E. C. Corson of Philadelphia 
planning an opera company since 
the old one is out. Secale will 
from £0c. to $2.50. 


S. Hurok to import the Monte 
Carlo Ballet Russe. First to tour 
here since the late Anna Pavlowa, 

S. E. Price, who has an office in 
N. Y., is wrathy over the pinch of 
six salesmen whom he sent to Chi- 
cago to sell Short Wave Television 
stock. Denies that he attempted 
any unethical devices and says Chi 


police have him all wrong. News- 
paper wire says that salesmen’s 
phone bills from the hotel where 


they operated were close to $1,000 


daily. 





Cincinnati jury holds that the 
Bronx cheer is no cause for arrest. 
Cop pinched Ben Stein for cheer- 
ing him, alleging disrespect for con- 


plenty trouble for a minute last 
week. He dropped into Democratic 
headquarters in New York, parking 
his car. The friend warned him he 
was liable to get a ticket and his 
offer to drive the car to a garage 
was accepted. When he came back 


with an overcoat over his arm, 
Dowling realized the frierda had 
taken the wrong car. When they 


got to the sidewalk police and the 
excited owner were looking for the 





thief and Dowling had a tough 
time explaining. 
Court orders Arthur Hammer- 


stein to appear Oct. 29 for examina- 
tion before trial in the suit of his 
stepmother for $100,000 for breach 
of contract. She asserts he agreed 
to support her during her lifetime 
if she remained abroad. Came to 
the U. S. at his invitation and ex- 
pense and payments stopped 


Arthur Bodansky, Metropolitan 
conductor, returning from Europe, 
says that the Met must work out a 
self supporting plan in order to 
survive. Points out it was saved 
for this year by the cuts taken by 
the stars and not the contributions 
of the backers. 

Peggy Fears changes ‘Music in 
the Air’ to ‘Melodies in May.’ That’s 
the title, not the postponement. 
Opens in Philadelphia next week. 


Judge Levine, of General Sessions, 
last week reserved decision on a 
motion by Max D. Steuer to discuss 
indictments for conspiracy against 
Sam Kaplan and 20 members and 
officers of Local 306 of the Projec- 
tionists Union. Steuer held that the 
indictments were illegal and based 
on hearsay and improper evidence, 
and on these grounds asked discon- 
tinuance. 

Bobby Connolly will 
dances in the new 
Dumpty.’ 


stage the 
‘Humpty 


Molly Picon, back from 
America, will head her own 


South 
com- 





pany to make 10 films. 
Mrs. Minnie Jamison, mother of 
the late Anna Christine Norman 


Booth, actress and playwright who 
committed suicide in 1930, presented 
her claim before Surrogate Foley 
for $1,000 yearly from Mrs. Booth’s 
estate. Claim is based on an alleged 
agreement to pay that sum to avoid 
contest on the estate of her first 
husband, Andrew G. Norman, which 





was willed to the daughter. De- 
cision reserved. 
‘Of Thee I Sing’ moved to the 


George Kauffman the use of the 
stage of the Music Box for ‘Dinner 
at Kight.” Complicated settings re- 
| quire actual stage rehearsal. The- 
atre will be dark, but busy, for two 





eral release for $3,000. She contends 
this was obtained through fraud and 


weeks 

Republican Nat. Comm. reported 
to be planning to spend $2,500,000 
on radio time between now and 
electicn 

Evan Burrows l'ontaine held in| 


for labor to 
the Empire 
State, opposing union in New York. | 


opera sea-| 


music and drama critic, to head the | 


Conn., | 


range | 


stituted authority. Stein got $500 | 
for false arrest. 
Eddie Dowling and a friend in 


46th St. yesterday (Monday) to give | 
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$5.00€ bail in Philadelphia as result 


Booked as ‘Mary Thompson, 
but identity discovered, 
Cankruptey hearing reveals 
| Unite? Cigar Stores lost $1,417,000 
jin August. Of this $903,537 was lost 
'on sale of securities and $155,804 on 
isicre operation. 





Bricege players to hold an exposi- 
| tion at Grand Central Palace Oct. 
129 to Nov. 5. Showing of tables and 
accessories, bridge contests and lec- 
tures by Culbertson, Work and 
|} others 


| 


| 


Arthut Hopkins to follow ‘Ren- 
|}dezvous’ with ‘There Was I,’ for- 


lmerly ‘High Noon. Hope Willams 


raid on Jack Lynch's nite club | 


that | 


in real estate transactions, $352,827 | 


| to star. 
' Cnarles Hopkins looking for a} 
larger theatre than the former} 
Punch and Judy. House seats only 
9aQC¢ 

Grace Moore denies statement 
that she will play the lead in 
‘Du Barry’ as announced. States! 
that her Met. contract prevents 


other stage work. 

‘Cain's Sister’ had one week in 
Newark and in for repairs. Only 
four of original cast will remain 


Survey of Greenwich Village made 


| 

‘for Vassar College reveals that 
|there are 4,000 speaks and about 
2,000 stills. Liquor sold in every 


place from a regular barroom to a 


fish market. 


Will Rogers elected honorary 
|classmate of the Wellesley College 


senicrs. Last year George Arliss 
enjoyed that distinction. Annual 
custom, with the classmate doing 


the big speech at the class supper 
in June. 


Referee Tinney in the divorce case 
of Helen Henderson, actress, against 
Charles Duryea reserved decision, 
but indicated that he felt that the 
woman found in the same room 
with husband was no lady, neither 
was it his wife. Referee at sea 
when reference was made to ‘shorts’ 
BVD’s, but got the general 





\ 
j and 


| idea. 

Otto Kahn too ill to go on the 
stand in the suit of Rosalind 
Morini, opera singer, against him 
for $250,000 libel. 


Bronx Grand Jury considering the 
theatre bombings. 


Max Sonino, son-in-law of Frank 
tillmore, of Equity, to go to Italy 
this week. Has been a play broker 
here for five years. Now plans to 
settle in Florence and _ translate 
Broadway hits for the Italian stage. 


Will of Smith Reynolds does not 
mention Libby Holman. Will not be 
offered for probate until after the 
arrival of the expected child. Off- 
spring would have an interest in 
the estate regardless of the will 
under the state laws. 


Production of ‘Silhouette’ post- 
poned by Abbott-Dunning. Casting 
difficulties alleged. 


Burr revue, 
‘Walk 


‘Stop That Clock,’ 
with Beatrice Lillie, is now 
a Little Faster.’ 


Coast 


Lily Pons, opera star, denied on 
her arrival in Los Angeles that she 
was divorcing her husband, August 
Mesritz, Dutch lawyer. 





Frederic March succeeds W. R. 
Sheehan as president of the Mayfair 
club, film colony dinner-dance or- 
ganization. Norma Shearer becomes 
vice-president; Carl Laemmle, Jr., 
secretary; M. C. Levee, treasurer, 
and Margaret Ettinger. assistant 
secretary. 





Horace C. Kintner is near death 
with four bullet wounds, and Edgar 
R. Anderson is suffering from a 
scalp wound, as a result of a fight 
between the two over the affections 
of Clara Wallucks, actress. Ander- 
son was arrested by L. A. police. 


Charlie Chaplin was confined to 
his home several days last week by 
an illness resembling ptomaine poi- 
soning. 

Judgment for $895 against Aimee 
Semple McPherson-Hutton and her 
husband, David L. Hutton, has been 
handed down in Superior Court, L. 
A., in favor of Attorney Lyndon 
Bowring for counsel fees. 





| Irwin S. Liner, L. A., picture pro- 
jectionist, charged with the murder 
of Edwin H. Clarke and his wife, 


| the copyright 
! . : 
| ot pirated copies of popular songs. 





was found guilty by a Su- 
perior Court, and sentenced 
consecutive life terms in San Quen- 


in 


jury in 


Jealousy is believed by Santa 
Moniea, Cal, police to have been 
responsible for the murder oil 
Aenes Hitchings, dancer, by James 
I’. Fife, and the latter's suicide. 


Slugging her companion, G. E. 


Moore, two bandits forced Alice 
Warner, cashier, to return to the 
Criterion, Santa Monica, and open 


the safe, from which they stole $524. 
Will Rosers is on a three weeks’ 
air trip to the Argentine to buy polo 
ponies. 
Suit for $27,470 againsc <> C. B. 
Worthy, charging negligence in ex- 
tracting a tooth, has been dropped 





in L. A. Superior Court by Sally 
Hurst, former chorus girl. 
Charging Gag Films, Ine., failed 


to pay for developing of films, Con- 
solidated Film Industries has sued 
in Municipal Court, L. A., for $369. 

Bobbe Arnst granted a divorce 
from Johuny Weismuller in Su- 
rerior Court, L. A. Swimmer- 
actor’s conduct made her nervous 
and discouraged, musical comedy 
player testified. 

Year and a day in McNeil Island 
pen was the sentence received in 
Federal court, L. A., by George Lie- 
berkranz, charged with violation of 
law through the sale 





Howard Hughes is purchasing a 
10-passengeéer amphibian plane. Cost, 
$75,000 

Sid Grauman and Fox West Coast 
are defendants in a $300 breach of 
contract suit filed in L. A. Municipal 
Court by Avonne Gaylee, dancer. 
Charges she was let out after per- 
forming three days on a_ three 
weeks’ agreement. 

Mary Whitman arrested on a sus- 
picion of driving while drunk. Her 
husband, Phillip, film director, 
booked in L. A. on suspicion of 
being i.toxicated in an auto. All 
follows a three way collision. 

Motion pictures said to refute the 
testimony of Mrs. Willie Burbank 
that she has been unable to move 
her head without the help of her 
hands, and that she could no longer 
perform her regular work, were ex- 
hibited to a jury in Superior Court, 
Madera, Cal. Plaintiff is suing J. 
M. McIntyre there for $10,000 dam- 
ages as a result of an auto crash. 





Judgment for $7,340 returned 
against Gloria Swanson in L. A. Su- 
perior court, in favor of W. Jay 
Sayior. Ltd., for furnishing for the 


actress’ Beverly Hills Home. 
Stench bomb thrown into the 
foyer of the Majestic, downtown 


grind burlesque house, sent 75 pa- 
trons rushing for the exits. 


Suit for divorce has been filed in 
Reno by Evelyn Law Janswick, for- 
mer ‘Follies’ girl, against Henry J. 
Janswick of Hollywood. 


Sylvia Sidney, Jack Warner, Jack 
Oakie, Fifi Dorsay and Ecdie Can- 
tor are among the sponsors of the 
Stage and Screen Stars Spectacle 
to be held at the Shrine auditorium, 
L. A., for the benefit of the Mount 
Sinai Home for Chronic Invalids. 


Failing through a sitting mara- 
thon in the bank where her hus- 
band, Wayne A, Canaday works, to 
force bim to pay on a property set- 
tlement alleged to have been agreed 
to at ‘he time of her divorce in 
1928, Viola Daniel Casaday, actress, 
went to Superior court, L. A. and 
was awarded $3.240. 


Harry Weldon, Jr., charged with 
stealing articles from the Metro 
property department, where he 
worked, held for trial in L. A., on 
two counts of grand ‘tineft. 


Marian Nixon and her husband, 
Edward Hillman, Jr., have identified 
‘Buster’ Bevill, now serving time 
in olson prison for forgery, as the 
bandit who robbed them of $7.900 
in jewelry and cash two years ago 
while aboard a Santa Fe train. 


Superior Judge Clement D. Nye, 
L. A., finds Nicholas Timchenko, as- 
sistant art director in film studios, 
not guilty of contempt in failing 
to keep up payment of $60 a month 
to his former wife, Nina, for the 
support of their child. Motion for 
reduction of allowance to $20 a 
month will be heard. 


Citizens Bank & Trust Co., L. A., 
has filed an action in Municipal 
court demanding that Jocelyn Lee 
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vacate her residence, now in the 
hands of the financial concern, and 


pay rent 
20 when 
to move. 


at $7.50 a day from Sept, 
she was first given notice 





Greta Nissen is seeking a mail 
divorce from Weldon Heyburn 
|}through suit filed in Nogales, Mex, 


Albert J. Cohen, tennis player and 


| 
z eee eSca | story editor at Universal, must pay 


|his wife, pending 
vorce suit, $35 
the support of 
daughter, 


trial of her di. 
a week alimony for 

herself and their 
according to a ruling in 


l.. A. Superior court. Mrs. Cohen 
charges her husband was “too 
friendly” with Corliss Palmer, ex. 


wife of Eugene V. Berwster. 


Feds and L. A. police are out to 
throttle Hollywood night life, 
swooping down on the film colony's 
newest nocturnal spot, Bal Taborin, 
for a raid on its opening night, 
The third place raided in a week 





Alice Joyce in Reno to divorce 
James B. Regan, Jr.. New York 
hotel man. 

Dorothy Gulliver, screen actress, 
revealed that she and C. Winchester 
DeVito were divorced in Superior 
Court, L. A., last April. 

Louise Fazenda in 
Lebanon hospital, 
& minor ailment. 


Cedars of 
Hollywood, with 


extreme 
screen 
divorce 
writer, in (.s. 


Charging 
celle Gray, 
awarded a 
Glasmon, 
Court. 


cruelty Mar- 
actress, was 
from Kubec 

A. Superior 


Mid-West 


Fritz Kreisler and Serge Rach- 
maninoff are this year's window 
dressers for Bertha Ott’s series of 
recitals in Chicago. Kreisler starts 
the ball rolling Oct. 23 in Orchestra 
Hall. 


Two Chicago Negroes copped the 
prizes in the fifth annual Rodman 
Wanamaker Memorial contest for 
composers of that race. Florence B 


Price and Margaret Bond. Cash 
awards of $500 and $250, respec- 
tively. 

Marian and Jim, radio act, ex- 


tracted a pearl valued at $200 from 
an oyster in the Merchandise Mart 
restaurant. Although Reinholdt 
Meyer, the waiter, was sick with 
jealousy, some suspicious folks 
tnought it was publicity. 


Arcadia theatre, St. Charles, HL, 
donated Monday to the municipal 
food kitchen and aecepted food in- 
stead of cash for admission. Every- 
thing was then turned over to the 
kitchen by Lester J. Norris, owner 
of the house. 


Charles Hamill, president of the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra Asso- 
ciation, said the idea of the asso=- 
ciation making suggestions to Fred« 
erick Stock as to what music he 
Should play was ‘incredible. This 
came up as a result of the war in 
Philadelphia between Leopold Sto- 
kowski and the guarantors over ‘de« 
batable’ music. Stock is absolutely 
unfettered in his choice. 


Ben Turpin recalled that in 1893 
he was head mop man for the Hotel 
Sherman, Chicago. Now he's 64, 
said the comic, and grateful for the 
phoney eye that made him famous 
and prosperous. 

Bank receivership has been asked 
for the Aragon ballroom, Chicago. 
Bond issue of $1,100,000 is in de- 
fault. The Aragon is possibly the 
finest ballroom in America. 

Jazz music is packing the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church, To- 
ledo, O., on Sunday evenings. But 
meanwhile the old guard is peeved 
and thinks Rev. Elwood A. Rowsey 
has done wrong. Pastor told them 
to stay at home if the services were 
too hot for them. 





arms, fractured 
skulls and other bruises were re- 
ported with seeming relish by the 
Stadium Rodeo auspices in Chicago. 
The more casualties the better the 
show must be, the rodeo managers 
boasted. Five cowboys went to the 
hospital in one day. Horses, horses 
horses. 


Broken legs, 


Rube Wolf picked up an amateur 
accordionist, age 15, to present at 
the 105th Street, Cleveland. 


nddie Melniker, manager of State, 
Cleveland, moved to Loew’s, Roches- 
ter 


Dodd-Crawford, 


toberta negro 
singer, sent to Paris by Chicago 
music patrons four years ‘go, 
copped herself a member of negro 
royalty in Prince Houenou of Da- 
homey. He's no longer playing 4t 
the prince thing since france 


grabbed his principality 


Insurance Co 
Ble k- 


Metropolitan Life 
was about to foreclose the 





stone hotel, one of the ritziest spots 


in Chicago. Prake properties hove 


(Continued on page 46) 
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A Changed Evalyn 
Evalyn Knapp has been the 
@aughter of wealth every time she’s 
been the screen daughter of George 


Arliss. In ‘Successful Calamity,’ as 
jn other Arliss films, she has failed 
to take advantage of the things that 
money can buy. Her fine feathers 
did not make a fine birdling when 
with Arliss. They describe a quiet, 
eympathetic ingenue who paid much 
for meaningless costumes. 


Miss Knapp does much better in 
Sporting Age’ as the impecunious 
daughter of that rough diamond, 
Jack Holt. Mr. Holt brings up his 
motherless babe in the unrefined at- 
mosphere of an isolated army post, 
yet. she has at her command the 
style wisdom that was denied the 
daughter to millions. Someone on 
the Columbia lot did awfully well by 
her. 

She’s learned how to comb her 
hair into something shorter, softer, 
more youthful. It’s shaped, in back, 
not. too closely to her head and has 
a hairline that respects all sides of 
her saucily tilted, small hats. She 
used to be absent-minded about her 
hats; not she jams them on with 
decision and self-confidence. She's 
given up fussy dresses for brisk 
frocks that have clearly defined in- 
tentions and trimmings only where 
they can be. of use to the main 
scheme. Her formal clothes still go 
a little wrong. They have good 
ideas; unusual sleeve and shoulder 
treatment, carefully fitted skirts, 
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“HAT CHECK GIRL 


with SALLY EILERS 


Frank Cambria-Carnival, with Diamond Bros., 
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Silty “ymphony Ce rtoen. Tox Movictene News 
Besinn’ng Friday, “THIRTETN Wwence,” 
with Irene iecce and Ricardo Cortez 
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- | Morley, 


monotone crepes, one motif instead 
of many. But their bodices are too 
snugly moulded to be tasteful or 
worthy of costumes that could be 
worn anywhere but on the screen. 
A new make-up completes the 
scheme: full-rouged lips that steal 
plumpness from a round face and 
eye-shadow artfully applied to im- 
prove pencilling and mascara. 


Roxy’s Color War 


The Roxy can't decide which 
shade of red it prefers this week, 
so it puts them all together and 
calls them ‘Fete.’ 

Scarlet for the backdrop, flamingo 
for Edith Barstow and the Roxy- 
ettes, orange-pink for the ballet, 
brick-red trousers and _  rose-red 
pumps for Lucille Page. ‘There they 
are when the curtains eclose—all 
fighting together like one happy 
family. 

Both specialists do awfully well 
for themselves in spite of the con- 
flict. They are saved from oblivion 
by applause-coaxing routines—Miss 
Barstow toe-tapping up and down 
a flight of stairs, Miss Page hurling 
herself nonchalantly out of nip-ups 
into splits, high-kicks and cart- 
wheels. 


Acts Naughtee, Dresses Nice 


Irene Bordoni refuses to let her 
costume take over part of her job at 
the Capitol. That job, as Miss Bor- 
doni sees it, is to personify a 
‘naughtee,’ ever-so-Gallic flirt. Her 
costume knows no such thing. 

It might have had daring, rather 
than modest, decolletage; it could 
have been fashioned in alluring vel- 
vet, gleaming satin or cire; it shouid 
have had an extreme and dashing 
line. Mais non, as those French 
say. From its tasteful dull crepe to 
its last conventional detail the dress 
wants just to be decent, pretty and 
refined. 

It makes a good entrance, smart- 
ened by a cape of rich silver fox. 
The fur is caught under the arms 
with black satin bands crossing in 
back to tie in a tailored bow at the 
waistline. But when the cape goes, 
striking style departs, too, leaving 
‘naughteeness’ to knowing winks 
and saucy pouts that strain viva- 
ciously across the footlights. 

Dorothy Jordan, back at the the- 

atre that knew her as one of the 
Chester Hales, is not the most dis- 
tinguished of dancing alumnae, She 
struggles bravely through a lengthy 
routine for whose static quality her 
dress must take part of the blame. 
It’s white, it’s cute, it’s young, but 
it wasn’t made for dancing. Crepe 
moulded with a svelte Princess line 
can’t hope to disguise the fact that 
Miss Jordan has been too busy in 
Hollywood to keep up with her 
dancing lessons, 
But she makes a charming per- 
sonal appearance—very blithe, gay 
and unpretentious. Her seoond con- 
tribution, an informal chat, is 
brightened by rose silk outlining a 
simple dinner dress, ornamented 
with a brief bolero that has large 
bell sleeves of near-enough chin- 
chilla. 


Too Modest ‘Check Girl’ 
‘Hat-Check Girl’ gives Sally 
Eilers a millionaire fiance and very 
little else in the way of cinema 
glamor. For a real hat-check girl 
that would be enough, but for the 
heroine of a motion picture it’s 
downright stingy. 

The producers might have thrown 
in one or two fetching costumes to 
wear at those parties that hat- 
check, girls are always invited to. 
But they decided to let Miss Hilers 
travel on her own personal charm 
and make the most of an average 
wardrobe. A plain black and white 
dress here, a dull satin evening 


for the weight Miss Eilers has put 
on since her last picture. 





The Style Parade 

Rogers’ advoeating snug 
costumes and a fluffy, loose bob, for 
the half-hearted comedy relief of 
‘Hat-Check Girl’...Christine Mer- 
son, masquerading in the same pic- 
|ture under a Harlem 2 ta as- 
|sumed for a floor specialty. 
lg inia Bruce, sweet and frail in the 
peasant costumes and maid’s uni- 
fe ms of ‘Downstairs’...Hedda Hop- 


Ginger 





per, loyal to Hollywood hair-hats 
'for European royalty...Baclanova, 
| with her interesting accent, 
| ing beauty and luxuriant gowns, an 
| authentic Baroness in ‘Downstairs’ 

.Bodil Rosing, contributing a con- 


|vincing characterization of an im- | 
Karyn | 


Swedish cook... 
long enough to 
r own very becoming ver- 
bang coiffure and a mot- 
tled chiffon, smarted with one large 
velvet bow...Evelyn* Brent's ill- 
tempered expression passing lan- 
ernidiv through the melodrama of 


| pressionable 
appearing 
medel he 
sion of the 


‘The Crusader’...Marcelline Day, } 
badly in need of a _ builder-upper 
li-t to help her face the critical 


‘camera, 


dress there, and general disregard | 


.Vir- | 


brood- | 


Palm Springs Season 
Gets an Early Start 


Paim Springs, Oct. 10. 
Winter season started here last 
week-end, with the picture colony j 
in attendance. El Mirador and Des- 
ert Inn both near capacity. The 
Dunes also opened its doors for the 
season. 





sort ever nad, with hotels figuring 
that the popularity of the spot last 
winter with picture names warrant- 
ed an earlier opening. 


ANYHOW, BENNY STILL 


By JACK PULASKI 
Madison Square Garden 
its indoor season Friday (7) and it 
was packed to the rafters, the mob 
paying $7.70 top to see Benny Leon- 
ard box Jimmy McLarnin. Match 


was stopped just before the end of 
the sixth round by Arthur Donovan, 
referee. Benny had shown some- 
thing in his year of come-back 
scraps but against Baby Face the 
truth came out—Leonard is just 
an ex-champion, He claims other- 
wise and alibied with a first round 
mysterious injury. 

The former boxing idol (Joe the 
Humphries was calling everybody 
an idol) was given one grand re- 
ception. Except for his thinning 
hair he looked good at 150 pounds, 
about three pounds more than the 
Mick. Dan Parker had it right 
when he quoted 2 to 1 that Leonard 
would be knocked out. 

Hope was that Benny would stay 
the 10 rounds but that went glim- 
mering when he went back against 
the ropes in the first, grogged up. 
He got the smelling salts as soon 
as he reached his corner. In the 
second Jimmy sent Benny down for 
a nine count with a left hook. The 
blow looked like a half push but 
the fans then figured the fight was 
on the up and up. 

From the fourth to the sixth 
Leonard steadily caught. He also 
did some fancy ducking, so much 
so that the house applauded. 
McLarnin kept throwing punches 
with both hands, missing more 
often than he landed, but Leonard 
just could not duck them all. As 
for offensive he showed little—quite 
a difference than when he out- 
gamed Billy Townsend during the 
summer. 


opened 


Not Badly Hurt 


Benny was not badly hurt. He 
was crouched peering at Jimmy 
with both hands to the face when 
the ref stepped in. He doubtless 
could have continued and he 
squawked over the finale, telling 
Donovan plenty before he left the 
ring. 

Seemed for once that McLarnin 
did not want to punish an opponent. 
He was confident from the start and 
looked like he would make a quick 
match of it. After the second round, 
however, the blonde did not seem 
anxious for ‘the kill.” Of course it’s 
possible that Baby Face respected 
Leonard’s ability and perhaps his 
sock, 

Benny can and probably will con- 
tinue in the fight game to replen- 
ish his bankroll. The gate was $67,- 
000 and. his end about 17 g's. Mc- 
Larnin had stated he was through 
after the Leonard match. Supposed 
to have plenty of coin and is go- 
ing while the going is good, appar- 
ently not interested in copping a 
title, although except Billy Petrolle, 
he’s the most dangerous of the 
smaller men, Jimmy is 26. Benny 
is past 36. That and his long re- 





This is the earliest start the re- | 


| week, 
| Polling 


PACKS THE GARDEN 


CASINO OGLES THEATRE 


Tm Telling You 


By Jack 





REGISTRATION 





Registration for the Nov. 8 
elections takes place this 


places in New York 
open for registration 
10-14 from 5 
and on Oct 15 


will be 
of voters Oct. 
until 10:30 p.m. 


(Saturday), from 7 a.m. until 
10:30 p.m. 
If you don't register, you 


can't vote, 











NAMES A LA MAYFAIR 


Central Park ( 
the field to attract weekly gathering 
of professionals, along the lines of 
the Mayfair and Pierrette. Latter 
Saturday night 
whereas the Casino an- 
nounces Sunday evening dances 
starting at dinner time. Cost is 
$7.50 per person, for which dinner, 
mineral waters: and so forth are 
served. It is to be a membership 
enterprise. 

The Casino function will be called 
the ‘Music Box Sunday Dinner 
Dance.’ Music will be supplied by 
Harry Rosenthal and the Don Jose 
tango bands. The billed board of 
governors for the dances is Irving 
Berlin, William Gaxton, Arthur 
Hammerstein, Arthur Hopkins, 
Arch Selwyn, George White, A. C. 
Blumenthal, George Gershwin, Sam 
H. Harris, Joseph M. Schenck, Ed- 
gar Selwyn, Ed Wynn. First affair 
is next Sunday (16). 


‘asino is now in 


two are opposed 


functions, 





MARRIAGES 


Zarah Leander, most popular of 
local torch singers, was married in 
Stockholm Sept. 23 to Vidar Forsel, 
son of the director of the Royal 
Opera. After honeymoon in Berlin, 
bride will rejoin Karl Gerhard re- 
vue in Gothenburg as co-star. 

Flossy Gold to Mac Loew, Sept. 
28, in Los Angeles. Bridegroom is 
attached to National Screen Serv- 
ice on the coast. Bride runs a 
wholesale nut business in L.A, 


Naomi Andrews, dancer, to G. 





Gordon. Biggar, at Marblehead, 
Mass., Sept. 29. 

Patricia Patterson, stage and pic- 
ture, and Richard L. Wiener, 
Akron, O., insurance salesman, were 
married September 30, in that city. 

Katherine Hawley to Stephen 
Slesinger, lately. Bride is one of the 
Elizabeth Duncan dancers. Groom 
an author's rep. 

Agnes Garrigan to Harry Mills, in 
Hollywood, Calif., Oct. 7. Bride is a 
former Fanchon & Marco girl, and 
bridegroom is dramatic editor of the 
Seattle, Wash., ‘Star.’ 

Muriel Asche, dancing teacher, to 
W. Ruff, non-pro, in New York, 
Oct. 7. 

Pierre de Noyer, American corre- 
spondent of the French daily ‘Petit 

2arisien,”’ married Annie Paree in 
the St. Augustin Church, Paris. 

Albertina Vitak, solo dancer In 
‘Flying Colors,’ to Wm. R. Kaelin, 
non-pro, Oct. 8, in New York. 
Lucille Moore to W. O. ¢Chris) 
Christensen, Oct 2, Agua Caliente. 
Bride was former secretary to 
Christensen, Hollywood agent. 
Herman Kaplan, director of the 





tirement explains why Leonard will 
never again be of title calibre. | 

Thursday (15) Kid Chocolate and 
Lou Feldman fight for the feather- 
weight title at the Garden. Next 
important match after that will be} 
between Tony Canzoneri and Pe- 
trolle, who wih argue the light- 
weight title out. Starting Friday 
the rodeo takes possession of the 
| Garden and will be the attraction 
ior the balance of the month. Show 
} goes on nightly except Sundays, 
| when there will be afternoon exhi- 
bitions. 








Fans Go For No Limit 


Bone-Crush in Paris 


Paris, Oct. 1. 

Wrestling without any 
called ‘Pancrace’ here—equi alent to 
‘catch as catch can,’ is getting a big | 
break in Paris, fully as big as that | 





rules— 


of boxing. Two shows have already 
been given—second one getting a 
|eapacity house, and fine trade sure 
| developing. é 


| Holly wood 


;}nessed by a 





Osterman 


+ ——__—_ 


MANAGEMENT. 


UNDBR NEW 
isteeiicinn ‘the Manager 

We just signed a three year con- 

tract with Charlie Morrison to be 

our exclusive manager. We have 

use of one of his offices—which will 


probably be good news to the 
‘Variety’ mugegs. 
We feel very happy about the 


whole thing because we have never 
previously laid off for Morrison, 





Quite True 
The wife remarks that. she'd 
rather have Winchell toss her a 
scallion than an orchid. You can 


eat a scallion. 
Berle Gag No. 876 

Milton Berle told us that he was 
happy to attend the dinner given 
in honor of Mickey Mouse's birth- 
day. 

Milt claims Mickey is one actor 
that doesn’t accuse him of stealing 
his material. 





Little Caesar Talks 

At the A. M. P. A. luncheon the 
other day Eddie Robinson was called 
on to speak. He said he felt some- 
thing like a stuffed fish he once 
saw mounted on the wall of a sea 
food place. Underneath was the in- 
scription: 

‘I wouldn't be here had I kept 
my mouth shut.’ 





Another Baer Fact 
Bugs Baer confides that McKee 
is the first Mayor ever to be elected 
just for Indian Summer. 





Smart Crack 
And it was the late Grant Clarke 
who went up to our most hard 
boiled music publisher and said: 
‘Will you reach in your heart and 
get me a piece of ice.’ 





He Didn’t Mind | 

Down on the stock exchange a 
little Jewish fellow was following 
in the foot steps of a big buyer. If 
he overhead him buy 20,000 of this, 
he’d put in an order for 5,000 too. 

One day the plunger put in an 
order for 100,000 bushels of grain. 
The little guy only heard the sen- 


(Continued on page 63) 








Mexico Rushes Border 
Highway for Tourists 


Mexico City, Oct. 8. 

Convinced that road projects will 
boost foreign tourist traffic, Federal 
government has modified its re- 
cently announced five-year high- 
way building plan to concentrate all 
efforts upon early completition of 
the road from Laredo, Tex., to 
Mexico City. 

As Mexico City-U. S. border high- 
way is deemed to be of prime im- 
portance, government has decided to 
let other roads wait until it is com- 
pleted and put into service, and to 
that end has arranged for financing 
undertaking by canceling contracts 
for road works of lesser importance. 

Government announces that work 
has been started on the Ensenada- 
Mexicali road and that it will be 
continued until this tourist avenue 
is completed. Road will be asphalted 
its entire length. 


Garden Won’t B’dcast 
Indeor Fight Shows 








theatre. orchestra, De- 


troit, to Marie Herrick, non-pro, in | 


that city. 

Harry Warner’ to 
Emory in San Francisco, 
Both are cafe singers. 

Charlotte Fixel, recognized by the 
courts as the common-law wife of 
the late A. L. Erlanger, was married 
in Atlantie City, Oct. 7, to Benjamin 
D. Abrams, New York garment 
manufacturer. The ceremony took 
place in the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
William H. Conger, jr., 10 Montpelier 
avenue. Rabbi Henry M. Fisher, of 
Beth Israel Temple, officiated. 

The ceremony was brief and wit- 
few friends of the 
residents of this city. 


Marceline 
Aug. 24. 


coup le, 

Beth Milton, former ‘Follies’ gir] 
and screen actress, married Oct. 8 at | 
Agua Caliente to Charles 
ee tee writer. 


E. S. Hawes, ERPI representative 
in Lincoln, Neb., to Loretta Wack- 
er, non pro, in Pueblo, Colo., last 
month. Bride formerly theatre 
cashier, 


Belden, | 


Fights will not be radioed from 
| Madison Square Garden this season 
unless the corporation later changes 
its plans. Garden netted neat profits 
from the air rights for the past sev- 
eral seasons and discontinuance 
caused surprise. 

Theory is that by not putting fight 
cards on the air attendanee will be 
increased to an extent that will 
more than balance radio _ profits. 
From the fans’ standpoint fight 
broadcasts have never been quite 
satisfactory, principally because of 
limitations placed on the announcer 
by the State Athletic Commission. 

The Schmeling-Walker contest at 
the outdoor bow] was not on the air. 
| Attendance was much better than 
| anticipated and the Garden manage- 
| ment thereupon decided not to radio 

| the indoor shows. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Neeley, son, 
Oct. 2, in New York rather is an 
NBC program director; mother a 
former pro. 
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Broadway 





Alex Gottlieb’s lip-growth gone. 

Doc Bender back from the Coast. 

Phil Adler around, but in hiding. 

Russ Moon out of hosp and back 
at RKO. 

Dorothea Berke back at ballet- 
staging, after quite a layoff. 

Charles Pettijohn made a Ken- 
tucky colonel by Gov. Laffoon. 

Bob Faber going in for amateur 
photography, doing his own devel- 
oping. 

J. Albert Hirsch got tired of up- 
town hotels and moved back to the 
Village. 

Dimitri Tiomkin’s 64-year-old 
mother goes to nite school to learn 
English. 

The Skolskys’ small 
name is Nina, but they call 
Congorilla, Jr., for short. 

Will Morrisey wearing dark 
glasses, covering up results of re- 
cent automobile accident. 

Jake Wilk is laid up in the White 
Plains hosp.; athlete's foot from too 
much ping pong, says a pal. 

Albert Deane says David Ross’ 
voice on the radio is a dead ringer 
for Irving Pichel. Or vice versa. 

Leo Cohen of Loew's sleeping in 
rarified atmosphere these nights in 
his new penthouse at 45th and 
Fifth. ; 

Joe Guastella, the Algonquin hotel 
barb, nurturing a flock of juveniles’ 
waning locks, with his hair-growing 
routine. 

Rose Beaumont’s New Hampshire 


daughter's 
her 


“home adorned with Lamont’s 
famous bulls and bears clock, which 
cost 20 G’s. 


Jack Curtis, disgusted with Broad- 
way conditions, decides to sail soon 
again. Cheaper for him if he be- 
came a purser. 

Dave Clark, oracle of tin pan al- 
ley, opines that ‘Songwriters and 
neuritis are the same thing—they’re 
both nervous.’ 

Ira Glucksman, Publixite, lives in 
the same apartment building with 
Police Commish Mulrooney and 
Judge Barrett. 

After rave notices for ‘When La- 
dies Meet,’ Herb Rawlinson becomes 
exclusive, deserts round table and 
eats alone at Sardi’s. 

Sidney Skolsky and Billy Rose 
with their arms around each other 
during ‘Americana’ intermish 
looked like a brother act. 

Elmer Rogers, former manager of 
the Palace, received a watch last 
week from house employes who 
hold over from his regime. 

Al Boasberg has been elected 
Night Mayor of West End, N. J. 
Says he also ran for dog-catcher, 
but West End ran out of dogs. 

Looking forward to the holidays, 
a Broadwayite mentioned the Shu- 
berts, cracking: ‘Maybe they'll give 
away theatres for Christmas pres- 
ents this season.’ 

Forty-sixth street’s Phil Coffee, 
surrounded by Cub fans at final 
world’s series game in Chi, offered 
to lay three to one on Yanks and 
spot home team four runs. No 
takers. 

Leona Leigh, sister-in-law of Lou 
Goldberg, and secretary to Jim Fur- 
man in WB, underwent an opera- 
tion for adhesions last week in 
White Plains hospital, White Plains. 
She’s rallying nicely. 


Hollywood 








Charles Buckley back from 
Fresno. 

John Marston left for New York 
by auto. 


Max Hoffman, Jr., here; so is 
Helen Kane. : 

Sam Briskin due back Oct. 15 
from New York. 

W. Ray Johnston here on his 
semi-annual visit. 

Georgie Raft has a new contract, 
car and chauffeur. 

Charles Ruggles to New York for 
two weeks’ vacation. 

Col. Fred Levy of Louisville here 
for first visit in three years. 

Eddie Stanley again m. c’ing at 
the Paramount, after week's lay- 
off. 

“Bud Lollier to ’Frisco and Saera- 
mento on real estate matters for 
F-WC. 

Bert Levey booking offices moving 
to Warner Downtown building 
Nov. 1. ; 

Bill Hardwick and Jack Dailey 
motored to Oakland for something 
or other. 

The Fredric Marches (Florence 
Eidridge) have adopted a baby 
daughter. 

Troy Orr still talking of the days 
when he ushered at the Cohan thea- 
tre in New York. 

Maxwell Shane a man without a 
country. Paterson, N. J., officials 
have no record of his birth. 

Charles Farrell hosting the British 
tennis champs, Bunny Austin and 
I'red Perry, at his beach home. 

Virgil Miller, head of Paramount’s 
camera department, has had his op- 
tion taken up for another year. 

Ruby Keeler’s two younger sisters, 
Gertrude and Helen, here from 
Long Island to ogle the studios. 

George Levee, brother of Mike, 
looking around the Tiffany lot to 
learn production from Sam Bischoff. 

Wilson Mizner acting as technical 
director on the Barbary Coast 





scenes of Warners’ ‘Common 
Ground.’ 

Ralph Blank, former manager of 
the Figueroa for F-WC, has opened 
a women's ready-to-wear shop in 
Hollywood. 

New decorations on ceiling of 
Johnny Johnson's office at Univer- 
sal due to one solid downpour and 
one leaky roof. 

Leon Leonidoff is here for a few 
days vacation. He leaves next week 
for New York to take up his duties 
at Radio City Nov. 1. 

Harry Mines, assistant to Eleanor 
Barnes of the ‘Daily News,’ goes 
to New York to enter Professor 
Baker's player class at Yale. 
Arthur Caesar, the last revolution- 
ist of Bohemia, addressing the 
Chamber of Commerce at Laguna 
Beach, his present bailiwick. 
George Bowser collecting from the 
other F-WC district managers, for 
having led the Los Angeles terri- 
tories in the 10 weeks’ drive. 
Samuel Solis, teaching bull fight- 
ing to Lew Ayers, can't speak Eng- 
lish, so Ralph DeLara, the inter- 
preter, tells Ayres when to jump. 
Joe Mankiewicz’s sprained ten- 
dons has he and Claude Binyon 
completine their Par assignment at 
Joe’s bedside. And it’s not a bed- 
time story, either. 

Agents, which is .an offshot of the 
Theatrical Press Representatives of 
America, celebrated its fifth anni- 
versary with a luncheon at the Elks 
club. Cy Masters presided, with 
Charlie Murray guest of honor, 
Former Munchers, lunchroom at 
the Fox-Western Ave. lot, trans- 
formed into a public restaurant by 
knocking a hole in the Sunset Blvd. 
wall. Catering mainly to the Fan- 
chon & Marco gang across the 
street. 


News of the Dailies 


(Continued from page 44) 


been involved in all sorts of litiga- 
tion for the past year. 








‘Alice Bond in Foreclosureland’ 
was the title of a satirical play pre- 
sented by the Chicago Bar associa- 
tion. One of the lyrics ran: 


Perhaps you'd like a case to go 
Before a judge you slightly know. 
Arrangements can be made for 
dough, 

For clerking’s a grand old racket. 


Walter Powell leaves the 105th 
Street pit orchestra in Cleveland to 
take a new comedy band on the 
road. Gets going in late October. 


Jean LeFehr, chorus girl, operated 
on in Cleveland, but joined ‘Hello 
Paree’ in Akron a week later, 


Robert Montgomery, not’ the 
screen actor, but cashier of the 
‘Daily Racing Form,’ was kidnaped 
in Chicago. They sought to force 
him to open the safe. Instead 
Montgomery escaped by a ruse and 
reported to his boss, George Pola- 
chek. 





Aaron Sapiro, who _ glittered 
brightly for a while in the film biz 
as an exhibitors’ David, is now after 
a ‘fair and uniform scale’ on behalf 
of the Chicago Laundry Owners. 





Burlington Railroad bought the 
old nome of Buffalo Bill Cody in 
LeClaire, Iowa, and will move it 
intact to the Buffalo Bill Memorial 
Park, Cody, Wyoming. They bought 
the shack for $150. 


«Sadie Schoengold opened Yom 
Kippur night as leading lady with 
the Yiddish Players at the Lawn- 
dale, Chicago, Her publicity agent 
identified her to fame as a friend 
of Paul Bern. 





One of the German dancing 
Sisters G, current at the College 
Inn, was badly cut about the head 
when a taxicab returning from the 


World Series park stopped precipi- 
tately and threw her’ forward 
through the glass panel. Her full 


namo is Karla Gutohrlein. 





DeWolf Hopper addressed the 
Chicago Bar association. In Fritz 
Blocki’s ‘World Between’ at the 


Adelphi he impersonates the ghost 
of an English barrister. 


By converting the Drake hotel 
into a replica of the Paris Latin 
Quarter and throwing a gala ball 
the Architects’ Relief Fund netted 
$7,500. 


Florence Eldredge and Frederic 
March adopted a baby from the 
‘Cradle,’ foundling home in Evans- 
ton. Mrs. March took the baby to 
Hollywood last week. 


Kenosha, Wis., had its night club 
proprietor, Jee Minkowski, _ kid- 
naped. He refused to comment. 








Paris 


Cecil King to London. 

Paul Sloane back in Paris. 

Lee Planskoy in London again. 
Peggy Meehan back in Giverny, 


Vivienne Jackson in Montpar- 
nasse. , 

Mistinguette trying to do a 
Gamby. 


Arlette Marchal back from the 
Riviera. 

The Fiedelbaums weekending in 
Deauville. 


Mrs. John Weld keeping an eye 
on Tahiti. 
Dave Souhami getting rid of his 
old Talbot. 
Henri Rolland has a piece in ‘Five 
Star Final.’ 


Steve Passeur down south for 
three months. 


Rain marring 
open air gala, 


Charles Francis Coe a guest of 
Tudor Wilkinson. 
Bill O’Brien back to Fouquets 
from the States. 


Jack Campbell slated for an of- 
ficial job in Paris. 

Paris motor show on and bring- 
ing many tourists. 

Maurice Tourneur breaking a rib 
in a motor accident. 

Mayor Jimmy Walker losing his 
dog Togo on board ship. 

Yvonne Printemps in bed for 
three days with a cold. 

Maurice Chevalier imitating his 
own imitators at his gala. 

Edmonde Guy denies she is to do 
the Folies Bergere revue. 

Metro office laying off another 
dozen employees for economy. 
Emile de Ruelle trying to work 
French labs at American tempo. 
Mrs. Ruby de Ruymer (Mrs. Ben 
Troop) in a Riviera motor accident. 
New scenes added to ‘White Horse 
Inn’ for production at the Mogador. 
French can-can quadrille scoring 
at reopening of Montmartre night 
club. 

Friends of Jane Aubert glad 
‘Ballyhoo’ receipts are on the up- 
grade. 

Colleen Moore's cousin, Ruth Her- 
bert, shown Paris sights by Bill 
Parker. 

Tactlessness of a waiter cost the 
Lido a chance to be visited by 
royalty. 

J. Carlo Bavetta with swollen 
eyes after workimg 40 hours at one 
stretch. 

Claire Madgett soon due to sail, 
but giving an audition at the 
Chatelet. 

Albertina Rash and her girls led 
by Margaret -Earl landing in 
Boulogne. 

Dora Duby announcing a recital 
of crude acrobatics before she turns 
highbrow. 

Mary Roger’s portrait by Bertha 
anny Taylor reproduced in the 
Paris press. 

English players doing a mixed 
program for the last week before 
going on tour. 

Lehmann reviving Bataille’s 
year-old ‘Scandal’ at 
Saint-Martin, 

Gaston Graza, former local MGM 
publicity chief, now driving a milk 
delivery wagon. 

Cast of Bouffes Parisiens making 
no mystery of what they think of 
their own show. 

Georges Bailly, musical director 
of Olympia, doing comedy in cos- 
tume in a prologue. 

Jules Cheret, 96; painter and post- 
er expert, died in Nice after being 
blind for 10 years. 

Laudy L. Lawrence discussing 
French propaganda with Secretary 
of State Leo Mistler. 

Maurice Livingstone’s partner (M. 
Singer), attending all parties of the 
Fontainbleau district. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence F. Gould 
and Mrs. Thomas F, Manville all 
going back to America. 

Meg Lemonnier telling a scion of 
the Blumenthal kin what she thinks 
of his gambling ability. 

_ Pamela MacDougall, English so- 
ciety girl, and Sweetie Roberts em- 
barking on film careers. 

Elizabeth Allen moving to Mont- 
parnasse after a last spachetti 
spread in her Auteuil flat. 

Edith Mera likely to interest 
motorcar money in pictures via 
Renault’s brother-in-law. 

The Pyrenees district of Andorra 
to be opened to tourists by funicu- 
lar lines and motor roads. 

Ruth Putnam Mason reminiscing 
about when Ann Harding left Jessie 
Bonstelle, and other things. 

Helen Thompson, ex-Gamby girl, 


the Montmartre 


25- 
the Porte 


breaking a Paris American heart 
to follow Mistinguette’s tour. 
Bo Dowling keeping his lawyer 


working two nights running until 

5 a.m. to close that Haik deal. 
Pierre Curral of the daily ‘In- 

transigeant’ now the most impor- 


tant private film buyer in Paris. 
Cafe de Paris redecorated in blue 
tones by Chalom, reopened to capa- 





city and gives weekly artist's nights. 
Benno-Vigny delaying a pleasure 
trip to Hollywood because busy 


financing and de-financing syndi- 
cates. 

A. F. Junker, travel agent, still 
holding the bag for the unused por- 
tion of Cliff Fischer's ticket to Ger- 
many. 

Bonnifacio of the Opera writes 
prospective backers on stationery 
describing him as Spain’s greatest 
dancer. 

French version of ‘Grand Hotel’ 
carefully hidden until sold, but 
‘Petit Parisien’ to show the original 
version. 

Lartigue writing from _ hospital 
that there is no foundation in his 
divorcee story; and his wife at his 


bedside. 

Helen Park Cant’s angry when 
she hears her daughter's (Miss 
America) legs have been photo- 
graphed, 

Dolores del Pilar to renounce 


‘keep off stage’ vows made on her 
wedding day to dance in Folies Ber- 
gere revue. 

Lou Wolfson filling Herman 
Cohen and Sol Zolondek with all 
the beer available in front of the 
Moulin Rouge. 

Harold Lloyd's wife and kids ex- 
pected soon by Mrs. Rockerby, who 
is back from visiting with Gene- 
vieve Tobin in London. 

‘Nina-Rosa’ Chatelet receipts 

jumping from $600 to $1,000 per 
show when Andre Bauge returns to 
replace his understudy. 
Herr Thyssen of the steel firm 
and of the Glaridge, Paris, vainly 
attempting to get a piece in young 
Nebenzahl film financing. 

Collette d’Arville’s boudoir deco- 
rated with authentic letters from 
King Louis, Queen Marie Antoi- 
nette, Napoleon and others. 

Nadja (Walter Wanger’s sister) 
giving Margaret Severn, Dorothy 


Littlefield, Douglas Coudy, Cannon 
and Menaka a leg up to Paris 
shows. 


William Brady writes ‘There will 
soon be a revolution in New York 
against critics if they continue kill- 
ing a play every night for the sake 
of wisecracking.’ 


Loop 





Art Kassel back at Bismarck Ho- 
tel. 

Tom Fizdale doing night duty at 
NBC. 

Gary Cooper dropped in on John 
Balaban. 

Jack Fisher, in from Hollywood, 
may promote some billiard events. 
It’s his old biz. 

Harris, Grand, Erlanger, Apollo, 
and Selwyn are pledged to eschew 
cut rates all season. 

George Keep, treasurer at the 
Grand, in Woodlawn hospital re- 
covering from appendicitis. ° 

Adolph Menjou, Kathryn Carver, 
Alee Francis, Edna Best, Herbert 
Marshall and Lawrence Tibbett hit 
Chi the same day. 

Carol Frink and Clark Rodenbach 
occupied Ashton Stevens’ usual 
seats at the Erlanger opening of 
‘Whistling in the Dark.’ 

Henrici’s has a waiting line every 
night for dinner since ‘Of Thee I 
Sing’ came to town. Restaurant is 
doing the biz of the town. 

E. V. Newman starts his 24th 
lecturing season at Orchestra Hall 
Oct. 12 with five spiels on Somali- 
land, India, Singapore, China, Japan 
and Hawaii. 





Riviera 
By FRANK SCULLY 


Chevalier leaving. 

Mike Arlen pencil-biting. 
Ed Hope finished a gangster. 
No oysters till Nov. Too hot. 


Dagmar Godowsky back in 
Cannes. 

Best summer ever, now next to 
closing. 


U. S. Consulate doubling as a cast- 
ing bureau. 

Bob Brown's ‘Let There Be Beer’ 
was written here. 

George Robey getting $2,500 week- 
ly in ‘Don Quixote.’ 

Villa Variety club house for Hol- 
lywood emigres again. 

GFFA studios expects to clear six 
pictures by Christmas. 

George Antheil’s deal with Arthur 
Hopkins on ‘Candide’ off. 

Carlton Bar holding Yo Yo Cham- 
pionship—of Carlton Bar. 

Gwenn Le Gallienne wears a mod- 
est two-piece bathing suit, but it 
has holes in it. 

Chaliapin, starring in a $375,000 
picture, puts up at a $2 a day hotel, 
meals included. 

Rex, new liner, stayed 15 minutes 
in port, but let no scribe off for a 
final fine a l'eau. 

Monte Carlo Casino reporting a 
losing streak has brought smaller 
chumps down in droves. 


— 

Ann Suter around again. 

Nora Williams on the sick list. 

‘Grand Hotel’ playing to capacity, 

Four Admirals off to Italy and 
Spain. 

‘Potash and Perlmutter’ rehears- 
als going on. 


Screen Golfing 
around again. 


Jack Haskell likely to produce for 
J. L. Sachs here. 


Everybody here expecting Martin 
Beck back shortly. 


Harry Foster intends sailing for 
New York Oct. 12. 


Roseray, minus Capella, straying 
in Leicester Square. 

Victoria Palace, to be in fashion, 
building stage runway. 


Louis Freear, old-time musical 
star, getting a broadcast. 


Not generally known, Metro hag 
world’s rights to ‘Merry Widow.’ 


Blanche Alter returnig to Amer- 
ica, but will only stay a few weeks, 


Murray Leslie full of native 
Africa. Says made a hit with the 
natives. — 


Sir Oswald Stoll and Lady Stoll 
at the London Pavilion, paying for 
admission. 


Ambassadors 
West End 
vaudeville, 


Palladium getting ready another 
‘Crazy Month,’ starting middle of 
November. 


Queues surrouding the entire Pal- 
ace theatre to see ‘Grand Hotel,’ un- 
precedented. 


Empire billing Jimmy ‘Schnozzle’ 
Durante above Buster Keaton in 
‘Speak Easily.’ 

Gracie Fields was submitted for 
Paris at $3,200 per week, offer of 
$600 came back. 

Shuberts wanting 
and Carl Brisson for 
Bergerac’ revival. 

MacQueen Pope thinks he has a 
hit in the Duke of York’s prospec- 
tive, ‘Gold Blood.’ 

Ewart Hodgson will revue legit 
shows for ‘Daily Express’ besides 
doing the film column. 

Sammy Smith wants Gina Malo 
for British Lion Film, if they can 
get together on salary. 

Charles Cochran conveying an ex- 
pression of ‘It’s better to have one 
smash than four so-sos.’ 

R. H. Gillespie dickering with 
Fay Compton for principal role for 
Hippodrome pantomime. 

Gus Dale sporting his new car, 
and saying insurance business bet- 
ter than show business. 

Fallow Sisters, only Australian 
twin sister act, here, and likely to 
team up with Terry Kendal. ; 

T. H. Bostok off to Southsea to 
give ‘After Dinner’ revue, due at the 
Gaiety shortly, the once over. 

Cliff Whitley selling his ‘Show 
Boat’ for $14,000, which will about 
break him even on his stunt. 

Despite many rumors, Victor Lux- 
embourg leasing the Phoenix to Sir 
Alfred Butt for musical show. 

Lucien Sammett filling the Picca- 
dilly theatre with auditions of stage 
aspirants, and finding very little. 

When ‘Movie Crazy’ opens at the 
Carlton, Oct. 7, Harold Lloyd will 
do a personal, for opening only. 

Second attempt to stage ‘Step- 
ping Sisters,’ by Jack Waller, with 
Dorothy Ward in cast, has fizzled. 

Condos brothers latest addition to 
Gaumont British ‘Midship Maid’ 
film, directed by Albert de Courville. 

John Maxwell congratulating 
Julian Rose on his B. I. P. film de- 
but, with Julian wondering who he 
is. 

British International after West 
End house, would consider leasing 
the Apollo from Associated Thea- 
tres. 

Marian Marsh turning down $1,200 
per from B. I. P. and asking $2,000 
per, free of income tax, with deal 
not closed yet. 

If progress of ‘Casanova’ con- 
tinues at Coliseum, cast will revert 
to full salaries shortly. They aré 
now minus 10%. 

European acts, booked for RKO 
tour, postponed for further two 
months, with some acts out of work 
through having turned down dates. 

Geofrey Hope and Vivian Palmer 
could have made $20,000 on sale of 
their vaudeville theatre lease, but 
prefer to operate theatre themselves, 





Society Dinner 


latest theatre in 
rumored for continuous 


Svelyn Laye 
‘Cyrano de 


—> 





showing out of 25 currently on Nice 
screen, showing where the foreign 
biz has gone. 

Edward Baudoin, Gould’s im- 
presario, tossed out of his car by 
slippery road, could only complain 
to himself as a state counciller. 

Sydney Fox refused to take 
her smoked glasses for a press pho- 
tographer, who then blank-plated 
her, only to appear next day as an 
extra in her picture 

Cheaper than  lickering corre- 
spondents or hiring p. a.’s is new 
trick here of hiring them as extras. 
At the end of the day, stuck for 
copy, they use studio stuff. 

Emil Jannings, doing a he-man 
of the sea bit in ‘Roi Pausole,’ held 








Oscar Asche weighs 24. stone, 
which, when multiplied by 14 and 
divided by 2.2, tells you his weight | 
in kilos. 

Only four Hollywood pictures} 


up the scene by being seasick, 
though the Mediterranean was as 
smooth as the S. P, rails at thé 
time. 
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ATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, 

MANAGEMENT, CIRCULATION, 

ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF 

CONGRESS, OF AUGUST 24, 19132. 
of Variety, published weekly at New 
York, N..Y., for “October 1, 1932. 

State of New York, County of New 
York, #8. 

Before me, a Notary Public in and for 
the State and County aforesaid, person- 
ally appeared Harold Erichs, who, hav- 
ing been duly sworn, according to law, 
deposes and says that he is the business 
manager of Variety, and that the fol- 
lowing is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, a true statement of the 
ownership, management, etc, of the 
aforesaid publication for the date shown 
fin the above caption, required by the 
Act of August 24, 1912, embodied in 
Section 442, Postal Laws and Regula- 
tions, printed on the reverse of this 
form, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of 
the publisher, editor, managing editor, 
and business manager, are: 
Publisher—Variety, Inc., 164 West 46th 

street, New York city. 

Editor—Sidne Silverman, 154 West 46th 
street, New York city. 

Managing Editor—None. 

Business Manager—Harold Erichs, 164 

W. 46th street, New York city. 

2. That the owners are: Variety, Inc., 
264- West 46th street, New York city. 
Sime Silverman, 154 West 46th «treet, 
New York city. Sidne Silverman, 164 
West 4Cth street, New York city. 

3. That the known bondholders, mort- 
gagees and other security holders own- 
ing or holding 1 per cent. or more of 
total amount of bonds, mortgages or 
other securities, are: None. 

4. That the. two paragraphs next 
above, giving the names of the owners, 
stockholders and security holders, if any, 
contain not only the list of stockhold- 
ers and security holders as they appear 
wpon the books of the company, but 
also, in cases where the stockholder or 
security holder appears upon the books 
of the company as trustee or in any 
ether fiduciary relation, the name of the 
person or corporation for whom such 
trustee is acting, is given, also that the 
eaid two paragraphs contain statements 
embracing affiant’s full knowledge and 
belief as to the circumstances and con- 
ditions under which stockholders and 
security holders who do not appear upon 
the books of the company as trustees 
hold stock and securities in a capacity 
other than that of a bona fide owner; 
and this affiant has no reason to be- 
lieve that any other person, association 
or corporation has any interest, direct 
or indirect, in the said stock, bonds or 
other securities than as so stated by 
him. 

5. That the average number of copies 
ef each issue of this publication sold or 
distributed, through the mails or other- 
wise, to paid subscribers during the six 
months preceding the date shown above 
a. teases s (This information is required 
from daily publications only.) 

Harold Erichs, 
Business Manager. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 30th day of September, 1932. 
Nathan Newman, 
Notary Public. 
qMy commission expires March 30, 1934) 
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(From ‘Variety’ and ‘Clipper’) 


Columbia burlesque wheel was 
Planning a series of theatres at the 
training camps with stock compan- | 
fes. There were 16 camps. Never 
went throuzh. 


Leo Ditrichstein, in an interview, 
foreshadowed a cycle of plays de- 
Manding ‘reflection and debate’ such 
as the economic independence of 
women, common-law marriage, the 
dignity of labor, patriotism and 
honor. A sour guess. 

War was increasing the number 
of sister acts. Femme end of mixed 
feams doubled up when the men 
were called. 


Fox and Ward, celebrating their 
50th year together, were given a 
two year contract by the Keith of- 
fice at $300 weekly. 


A ’Frisco song plugger enlisted | 
#0 that he might wear the uniform 
While doing a recruiting specialty. 
Wnderstood he was to be mustered 
®ut after that. Instead, he was ar- 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


—_—____ 


(Continued from page 27) 


to bank with the Bank 
of America and he requested 
without a B. of A. account to open one, ™ — 


———. 


EDITORIAL 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Lapping over of President Hoover's speech (4) into the Texaco niche 
left Ed Wynn and the rest of his cast with nobody to broadcast to and 
with a capacity audience on hand 

Idea of dismissing the 900 out front was vetoed by the ad agency 





Osea Pad action against Western Electric, to be aired in 

ington next m ill allege at ‘i . 

baer onth, will allege that interchangeability’ troubles still | 
Lawyers in the litigation maintain that ERPI still has a clause in its 

ee licenses which stipulates that in the event the quality of 

ctr apparatus is not comparable with its own, WE producer licenses 

2 =b a be permitted to serve that theatre with product until it installs 

= voice. 


_ 


Metro’s ‘Mask of Fu Manchu,’ originally scheduled as a quick one at a 
cost of $200,000 or under, as proof that the studio could cut down, is now 
in its ninth week and has used up around $450,000 in production. ‘Another 
100 grand is figured to go in before the picture is completed. 

At the rate it’s going word has gone around the studio that it will 
emerge as a special. Story has had several rewrite treatments during 
production. ‘i 





———_ 


Studios are going to exercise their prerogative so far as the morality 
clause is concerned in the case of an actress who recently completed 
a contract with a major company. 

Parent company did not want to take up its option on the actress 
but another lot was interested. Final decision was that the plaver had 
gotten herself entirely too much notoriety and it might be better to let 
her drop out all around. 


Hays office will tender Dr. James A. Wingate, former New York 
censor head, a luncheon at Town Hall on Thursday (13), to introduce 
him as the Hays new production code overseer. Wingate leaves for 
Hollywood to assume the film post a few days later. 





It was more than a week after the Hays’ office had received vertifica- 
tion of the Washington ruling exempting critic’s passes to theatres, when 
present to review shows, that Warners knocked off the charge. Other 
chains had fallen in ahead following ‘Variety’ story that critics had been 
ruled free from the tax. The Roxy, New York, had been the only house 
on Broadway to pay the tax for critics prior to this edict. 

Regular circuit passes remain subject to tax. 


Owing to conditions generally, the circuits which hitherto contributed 
freely to local community chests, have decided this year to forego such 
contributions. 

Instead, the circuits have decided to run a 200-foot trailer on all screens 
wherever the theatres can aid drives for local community funds. Pre- 
viously the circuits contributed cash and declined to run trailers, so the 
order is reversed. 


Investigation of a number of piker rackets at the studios has been 
started by Hays office and the M. P. Relief fund. 

One of the grafts being investigated is said to involve an assistant 
casting director. Claim is that extras asking for the health of the 
caster’s baby at the studio received work. Idea is that those concerned 
with the child’s health are using a password and showing a willingness 
to kick in for jobs. 


Several things prompted Sam Goldwyn to change the name of ‘Cynara’ 
ty ‘I Have Been Faithful,’ although it was figured ‘Cynara’ as the title 
meant something due to the long New York run of the play. 

One of Goldwyn’s reasons was the feeling that too many people 
wouldn’t pronounce Cynara correctly. Another was that it might be- 
come confused with Cyrano. 

Former Coast picture agent, who took a minor technical job in a 
studio when his agency folded, says he is ready for a new try at the 
industry’s top jobs. His health has been regained on the dirty collar 
job and now he wants to be an executive. 

Says, however, he'll keep his present spot rather than again become 
an agent. 

For the year ending September, RCA Photophone shows a total of 
2,500 theatre installations in the U. S. or an increase of 500. During 
September alone Photophone made 74 installations which is 22 more than 
for the same month in 1931. 

Installations during °32 are largely replacements of other equipment. 
About 90% of the total number of equipments are in independent theatres. 


Some of the major circuits are adopting drastic measures to stop the 
stench bomb abuse. Most popular means is the retaining of private 
detective agencies. 

Warners, among the first firms, to do this, located a bomb hurler in 
Youngstown, O., and paid the detective agency $250 for its work. The 
bomber drew a six months’ stretch. 


If pictures booked for their houses merit extra exploitation and adver- 
tising, Publix managers in future are to ask for permission to go ahead 
in that direction. 

It’s Milt Feld’s suggestion to men of his division that they take this 
course. 

Requests coming in for information on picture celebs as a result of the 
‘Hollywood on the Air’ Coast broadcasts shows an interest in Joan Craw- 
ford, Metro star, three times greater than in any other Hollywood per- 
sonality. Sally Eilers, of Fox. runs second. 


Cary Grant. new leading man on the Paramount contract list, hails 





Sested as a deserter. | 





Recent price boost in picture the- 


- @tres to 35 cents was hurting biz. | 


Dorothy Regel gave out score 
efards to the World Series baseball | 
games arvertising her appearance 
at the Keith theatres. One of the 
first to use this now common gag. 


| 

Final test of the war song com- | 

betition at the Fifth Ave. gave the 

lead to ‘Just Break to News to | 

Mother,’ a Chas. K. Harris holdover | 
from the Spanish-American ar. 


| 
| 


——— 
!'wo shows on B'way were getting | 
$100,000 agency buys. Fred Stone's | 
Jac k O’Lantern and Al Woods’ 
Business Before Pleasure Bach 
buy was for eight weeks and it was | 
Woods second series, he having al- 
ready sold one similar period 


| ably never show anywhere in Kansas or in Cook County, Il. 


|attaches say his presence 


tax cuts during the past month 


from vaudeville where his monicker was Archie Leach. 
Grant started by walking on stilts in the Loomis Troupe and later 
became 30% of the vaude comedy trio of Robinson, Janis and Leach. 





‘Scarface, nearing its wind-up on circulation in the U. S., will prob- | 
In Kansas | 
appeal was made to Governor Woodring, who looked at the picture at a 
private showing in Topeka and upheld the state’s censor board’s ban. 
Although Pete Woodhull, past president of the M. P. T. O. A., is spend- 
ing a lot of his time around the organization’s New York headquarters, 
there indicates no change in the political 





set-up. 

Warner Brothers-Western Electric arbitration will not conclude the 
fourth vear of its sessions unti] the WB's legal attack on WE’s exhibitor 
license is settled in the Wilmington courte next month. 
is holding off release of ‘Sham Poo, the 
the Magician’ (Fox) has played 


On a request from Fox, Radic 
Magician, burlesk short 


first runs. 


until ‘Chandu 


Reduction in realty assessments on some 40 RKO theatres in Greate! 
New York has resulted in a saving of nearly $40,000 te the circuit in| 


utes. 


execs on the spot. Instead, Wynn was asked to step out for an im- 
promptu line of patter while the Don Vorhees band provided a couple 
numbers. Altogether the extempo performances lasted about 15 min- 
Air program slated for that night was saved intact for the fol- 
lowing week. First time an incident of this sort has occurred at one 
of these inviation broadcast affairs. 

Commercial carried the entire talent tap for this show. Chain con- 
tract permits giving precedence to public events or political broadcasts 
without obligation to recompense previously scheduled accounts for 
signatured talent. 


Coast radio stations are peeved at the manner in which KECA, one of 
the Los Angeles NBC outlets, is endeavoring to secure the wave length 
of KELW and KTM, two smal] stations in danger of losing their licenses. 

Local examiner, after a hearing, recommended that KELW and KTM 
be dropped by the Federal Radio Commission. Although almost all of 
his previous recommendations have been overruled, and a rehearing has 
been ordered, WECA officials have asked the commission for the fre- 
quency. Other L. A. stations, favoring the underdog in this controversy, 
will go to bat for the two smaller broadcasters at the appeal hearing. 


—_———_ 


Kathleen Burke, 19, who copped Paramount's ‘panther woman’ contest 
and becomes a film actress in Hollywood by virtue thereof has been 
around Chicago radio stations and advertising agencies in various Cca- 
pacities for two years. She especially active at KYW and appeared in 
dozens of promotional programs staged by that station on behalf of 
Hearst's ‘Herald- Examiner.’ 


Announcements of time and reading of weather forecasts have been 
the favorite ‘services’ rendered by advertisers on 10 second to one minute 
shots, but Vapex has introduced a twist, a temperature report. 

Announcer gives the prevailing temperature of the city where station 
is located, and then proceeds to plug the cold curing remedy. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


The currently popular ‘Guess I'll Have to Change My Plan,’ almost as 
well known as the ‘Blue Pajama Song,’ was originally written by Arthur 
Schwartz and Howard Dietz for the first ‘Little Show’ three years ago, 
but taken out after being in the revue only a few times, owing to the 
wealth of song material in that edition of the intimate revue series. 

The ‘pajama’ angle has been considerably denatured, as a gesture to 
the radio plug, although DeLys and Clark, the Continental entertainers 
at the swank El Garron Club, N. Y., who popularized the number, and 
to whom Harms gives most of the credit for the song's resuscitation, 
utilized the more sophisticated original lyrics as intended for the show. 
Now, the sole reference to the night apparel is in the second verse, 
perhaps as a compromise for the parenthetic sub-title. 

Incidentally, this cleaning up of song lyrics for radio has become a 
regular procedure with songs whose theme is oft times regarded as a bit 
too sophisticated for the home-and-hearth consumers. 








Federal government has launched its investigation of the publishers’ 
distributing combine, the Music Dealers’ Service, Inc. The investigators 
assigned from Washington have availed themselves of a copy of the 
bill of complaint in the $1,125,000 anti-trust suit brought by Max Mayer 
of Richmond-Mayer Music against the MDS and its member-publishers, 
and are making the rounds of the jobbing firms in quest of information. 

Each publishing firm named in the complaint and John G. Paine, 
chairman of the M.P.P.A. board, included among the defendants, have 
been served with a summons and a copy of the Mayer restraint of trade 
bill and are expected to file their notices of appearances within the next 
two weeks. 

Few publishers not allied with the Music Dealers Service are selling 
to the syndicate stores at the same price charged by the distributing 
combine, 16c. a sheet. That's clipping it a penny below the previous 
level established throughout the publishing trade. Jobbers have also 
come in for a reduction from the non-MDS members, with the eall now 
17c. a sheet. 

One of the indie publisher-distributors is giving the chains an added 
advantage by prepaying the express charges, which, figuring the trans- 
portation at %c. a sheet, delivers the music to the syndicate counter at 
15lec. a folio. 





Publishers’ point, oft repeated, that their old catalogs are as valuable 
for radio use as the current and future output, is illustrated by the recur- 
rent popularity and continuous use of such numbers in the air today as 
‘Dinah,’ ‘Limehouse Blues,’ ‘St. Louis Blues,’ ‘By the Sea,’ ‘Avalon,’ ‘Poor 


| Butterfly,’ ‘Japanese Sandman,’ ‘Whispering,’ My Buddy,’ ‘China Boy,’ 


etec., not to mention the many operettas and other numbers suitable for 
thematics. 

Any number of radio commercials, for example, use ‘Beautiful Lady,’ 
particularly those featuring cosmetic or beauty preparations. A bathing 
suit exploiter can't help but use a ‘By the Sea’ for a theme or signature 
song, and so on down the line. 





Pubs were dizzy with all the openings last week, including Paul White- 
man at the downstairs supper room of the Hotel Biltmore, and Ozzie 
Nelson-Eddie Jackson at the Paramount hotel grill opening simulta- 
neously Wednesday (5). It had the songpluggers on bicycles. 

Roger Wolfe Kahn, scheduled to have premiered at the Hote] Penn- 


| Sylvania the same night, wired that he’s postponed the ‘official’ opening 


until tonight (11), regarded as a wise move and a lifesaver by the 


| Sensitive music men who don’t want to slight any maestro—especially 


if there's a radio wire in the joint. 


A revelation to music students, vocal teachers and singers will be 
the short sequence in which Donald Novis appears in Paramount's ‘Big 
Broadcast’ wherein he sings ‘Trees.’ Singer never changes his posture 
or expression during the song, taking high C two times without any 
apparent effort. 

In Coast radio stations. Novis was always exhib A for young singers 
to follow in the matter of breath control, teachers instructing their pupils 
to attend his broadcasts to improve their own breathing. 


Los Angeles Musicians’ union has been checking on KGEFJ. T 
nighte) 


A. all- 
since the latter threw out its union orchestra. 

As a result of the union's alert ear, charges have been filed with the 
Federal Radio Commission that the station plays records for an hour 
ata time, announcing the names of the orchestras but not that they are 


Son wax. 
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THREE NEGRO TROUPS 
SET TO TOUR CANADA 


Toronto, Oct. 10, 
Forbes Randolph's presentation of 
‘Porgy, drama of South Carolina 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Carry Nation’ (Arthur Beck- 
hard), Booth. 

‘Music in the Aijr 
Fears), Aivin. 

‘Late Christopher Bean’ (Gil- 
bert Miller), Miller. 

‘The Anatomist’ (Frank Con- 





(Peggy 





Negro life had the local drama 

scribes raving. Claim is that eight- FO ree aight’ (Sam H 
een of the original cast are in the/] jyarris), Music Box. i 
line-up. Suffice to say that Rose ‘Vanities’ (Earl Carroll) 


McClendon is playing Serena and 
Leigh Whipper the crabman. 

Plan is to play the production 
here for four weeks and then send 
it across Canada, with Hamilton 
and Montreal the next jumps. Ran- 
dolph, within the fortnight, will 
place ‘In Abraham's Bosom’ in re- 
hearsal with such of the original 
cast as are at liberty. 

The Paul Green piece will then 
be offered here for as long as the 


(road), Mankattan. 
‘Nine Pine Street’ 
Hewes), Lyric. 
‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ (musi- 
cal) (Shuberts), Broadhurst. 
‘Tell Her the Truth’ (Mrs. 
Jos. Leblang), Cort. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Mac- 
gos8an & Reedy) (road), Ritz. 
‘Mikado’ (Milto Aborn), New 
Yorker. 
‘The Brawl’ (Leonard Doyle), 
Times Square. 


(Ray & 


3 ‘Chocolate Soldier’ (Chas. 
traffic will stand but in the mean- 
time, Randolph will be rehearsing pt ge (road), 409 W. 47th 


‘Harlem.’ From ‘Porgy’ indications, 
it seems likely that three colored 
companies will be working across 
Canada in presentations of Negro 
plays, a theatre angle that is fresh 
up here. 


‘Forward March’ (Brown & 
Henderson), Selwyn. 

‘The Passionate Pilgrim 
(Howard Inches), Cohan, 

‘Incubator’ (Edison & Bur- 
ton), Royale. 

‘The Girl Outside’ (Alfred E. 
Aarons), Hollywood. . 





bJ e e r , ° 
Pitts KXxon itm Camille’ (Delos Chapel), 1 
b’g N P en East End avenue. 
‘Dangerous Corner,’ ‘Black 


Sheep,’ ‘Peacock,’ ‘Criminal at 
Large,’ ‘Tell Her the Truth’ 
opening here or out of town 
during the week. 























Pittsburgh, Oct. i0. 
Walk-out of Nixon musicians 
necessitated cancellation of ‘For- 9 
ward March,’ Brown & Henderson's SAME ‘SHOW BOAT CAST 
new one, scheduled to open next 
Monday (17), and ‘Laugh Parade,’ STICKS FOR THE ROAD 
which was due week later. ‘March’ 
opens instead at the Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia, same time. 
: Charles Winninger is staying in 
Nixon operating without musi-|]. Boat’ 1 
cians this week for ‘Pure in Heart’ hes re e ~~ Bata rene ee 
Sod Hart ad cy codinns al SHH ool, iatnd, of 100, drop 
policy indefinitely with straight| PINS Out one night & wool, Tithe 
dramatic attractions unless stage- ee, None ee Vane Aaty © f 
hands eventually walk, too, in a Ziegfeld musical pilots a new Max- 
sympathy move. ° . well Coffee House ‘Show Boat’ hour 
Opening of Nixon season Sept. over NBC. New program started 
12 with flop ‘Humpty Dumpty’ saw Oct. 6. ee 
music boys continuing under last Billy Kent succeeds Winninger in 
year’s agreement and when a new the operetta when it hits the road, 
contract wasn’t drawn in the en- and substitutes on Thursdays. 
suing fortnight, union ordered crew Helen Morgan and Norma Terrias 
out. This they did when house re- are also continuing in the show for 
opened Monday (3) with first sub- road touring. There was talk of 
scription play. Miss Morgan going into the new 
It's understood that the musi- Kern-Hammerstein operetta which 
cians are demanding a guaranteed | Pessy Fears Blumenthal is ready- 
number of weeks for the season, ing, but she decided to stick. Miss 
with same number of men for mu-| 7Téerriss is reported having been ac- 
sical and dramatic shows alike,|Corded 4% of the gross on tour. 
while Nixon is willing to maintain | Dennis King also stays in the cast. 
last years’ wage scale, but with 
different number of men for differ- ‘THE GOLEM’ ON COAST 
ent type shows and under a ‘no Los Angeles, Oct.10. 
work, no pay’ policy. Little theatre production of ‘The 
se ay Golem’ opens at the Egan tomorrow 
Dramatists, Finished at night (11) for two weeks. 
Benjamin Zemach, dancer and 
Col, East for Rehearsals former Habima theatre player, has 
the lead. 
Leon Spachner general manager 


Having completed two original 
stories for Columbia, Frank Cavett 
and Edward Roberts, playwrights, 
return to New York, Tuesday (11), 
for rehearsal of their new untitled 





play, which Arthur Hopkins will|for ‘Stop That Clock.’ 
produce. Hope Williams will be Charles Gray switched to Hudson 
starred. from Vanderbilt as treasurer, Allen 


Pair wrote ‘Vanity Street’ and 
‘Fortune’ for Col. 


COAST ‘PYGMALION’ 


Schnebbe going to latter b. o. 
Robert Stevenson, Sr., treasurer 

of the Royale. 

Bob Ritz to be treasurer of the 





Hollywood, Oct. 10, Alvin. 
Shaw's ‘Pygmalion’ will be pro- Harry Snowden to handle the Ma- 
duced by the Little Theatre of Bev- | Jestic b. o. 


erly Hills late in October. Sid Harris now company man- 

It’s the first regular production of | 4&er of ‘Clear All Wires.’ 
the fall season. Victor Kiraly will be back with 
‘Show Boat,’ on tour, 

Switch in ‘Language’ Al Spink, agent, and back with 
Chicago, Oct. 10. ‘T Loved You Wednesday.’ 

Laura Staub replaced Patricia| Ben Stein general manager of 
Collinge in ‘Another Language’ yes- | forward March.’ ; 
terday (Sunday). Miss Collinge has| Lee Kusel, publicity, 
been in poor health throughout her | With ‘Rendezvous.’ 
engagement with the Chicago com-|. Milt Lazarous agenting ‘Number 
pany. — 2. va Sete - 
Miss Staub was originally sched- Kiraly ante ‘ith Ghee Bent: otor 


uled for the Chicago company but Saul Abraham general manager 

was switched into the Manhattan/for ‘Dangerous Corner.’ Dick 

company when Dorothy Stickney | Maney agent. 

took sick. 
Goodman, Chi, Opens 


Chicago, Oct. 10. ‘ as 
Goodman theatre will be relightea| “The Girl Outside,” comedy, by 


after two years of darkness Nov. 7.{|J0hn King Hodges and Samuel 
At that time a local venture will! Merwin, is to be Alfred E. Aarons’ 
take the boards for three weeks | first production of the season, Now 
with a cast of semi-pros. in rehearsal under Priestly Mor- 

‘When Chicago Was Young,’ by|Tison. Tryout Oct. 17 and then 
Alice Gerstenberg and Herma Clark, | into a Broadway theatre. 





and back 


Future Plays 











is the play. ‘The Brawl,’ a play by Henry 
ees Rosendale, goes into production 
CAST CHANGES under the management of Mack 


Hilliard. 

‘American Dream,’ by George 
O'Neill, taken by Harry Moses for 
early production. 

‘The Perfect Marriage,’ rights to 
which were once held by George M. 
Cohan, will be done by the Shuberts. 
Play had a trvout in Showhegan 
last summer, 


Betty Hanna for Betty Starbuck 
in ‘Dangerous Corner.’ 

Ada Heinmann for Georgia Caine, 
‘Dinner at Bight.’ 

Baby Cox has replaced Nina Mae 
McKinney in ‘Ballyhoo of 1932’ at 
the 44th Street. Both formerly ap- 
peared in Harlem's night spots. 





BANK GETS MANSFIELD 
NEAR MORTGAGE PRICE 


The Mansfield, which was orig- 
inally of the Chanin string of the- 
atres, was sold at foreclosure last 
week. A bid of $1,000 over the first 
mortgage of $353,000 was accepted. 
Mortgage was held by the New York 
Title and Trust and the Nyamco 
Associates which took over the 
property is said to be a subsidiary. 

Action was against Irving Lewine, 

Inc., which had the backing of the 
United Cigar Stores. Latter group 
bought the house from the Chanins 
who operated it for a time, but 
when they stepped out Lewine took 
possession, Mansfield has been 
mostly dark fora year. Last spring 
the bank took away most of the 
movable fixtures, some of which are 
to be replaced. 
Bank has entered into an arrange- 
ment with Edgar Allen, vaudeville 
agent, and Ray Bartlett to operate 
the Mansfield on a percentage of 
the gross. Last season Bartlett pro- 
posed to float a cut rate theatre 
ticket proposition which dropped 
out of sight. 


Coast Rights Jam May 
Force New B-C Lapse 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Difficuities in securing Coast 
rights for New York shows is forc- 
ing another production lull on Be- 
lasco & Curran, which has ’Cat and 
the Fiddle’ running at the Belasco 
here, and ‘Bride the Sun Shines 
On’ set to open at the Curran, 
‘Frisco, tonight (10). 

Curran had to go dark a week 
ago wher ‘Fiddle’ moved here. Un- 
less the firm’s new play catches on, 
indications are the house will face 
another period of inactivity. 


Stage Director Ousted 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Pat McCoy, stage director for 
coast company of ‘Intermission’ was 
let out after the show opened at 
the Columbia in San Francisco, fol- 
lowing differences with the pro- 
ducers, Harold Berb and Jo Ar- 
nold. 

Gaylord Pendleton, former Fox 
contract player, and in the cast, suc- 
ceeded McCoy. 


$6,000 Top 

















(Continued from page 1) 
$6,000 limit, if. adhered to by the 
participants, is reported regarded by 
the various circuits and booking 
heads as offering sufficient flexibility 
in the way of competetive bid- 
ding to make a working agreement 
on salaries practical. 

For those acts which do not rate 
$6,000 in the circuits’ joint opinion, 
salary reductions will be proportion- 
ate. These may include several acts 
to whom the circuits are currently 
paying $6,000 or more out of what 
is believed to be necessity, but with- 
out regarding them as worth it. 

In the circuits’ opinion, from ac- 
counts, no act can possibly deliver 
more than $6,000 worth of business 
at the boxoffice. Entertainment 
merit is not taken into account, 
since it has always been the gen- 
eral axiom of bookers that up to 
$2,000 an act is paid for value, and 
everything above that can only be 
justified by the business drawn. 

It is possible still that exceptions 
may be made in rare instances, but 
only by those theatres and acts will- 
ing to gamble on percentage book- 
ings. Under the reported agreement 
the participating circuits will voice 
no objections to the size of the per- 
centages as long us the guarantee 
doesn't exceed the $6,000 limit. 

On their own and when obliged to 
compete on bookings, the circuits 
say they are forced into setting ex- 
horbitant salaries on acts that often 
don’t return the investment. They 
expect to eliminate the salary rise 
by choking the cause but without 
killing off booking competition. The 
history of the show business lessens 
the possibility of competing circuits 
ever getting :ogether on the matter 
of salaries for acts. 

The accompanying box of names 
and salaries lists some of the $2,000- 
and-over salaries paid to individual 
stage attractions by the variety the- 
atres in the past year or so. List 
shows 18 who receive or have got- 
ten $6,000 or more for stage appear- 
ance. 

Loew's booking of Paul Whiteman 
at $6,000, opening next week, is be- 
lieved the first evidence of the new 
determination. Band got $8,500 re- 





cently at the Paramount (Publix), 
New York, 


Inside Stuf—Lest 


Samul Insull, whom the irony of fate has changed from an industrial 
emperor to a fugitive from justice touched show business at two points 
during the heyday of his power in Chicago. First he dominated the 
Chicago opera and everybody connected with it for 15 years. Second 
he owned station WENR, now the NBC key station in Chicago. 

Both as an opera impresario and as a station operator Insull was a 
flop. He gave WENR, 50,000-watter, to NBC for nothing two years ago 
to get rid of it. His opera house stands empty and is likely to become 
the biggest white elephant this side of the National theatre, Mexico City. 

Insull built the opera house according to his own ideas, scorning all 
suggestions. Knowing very little about show business, the $10,000,000 
structure he designed contains more mistakes in building than a Soviet 
tractor. 








Attempt of the Shuberts to force Ted Healy into working in ‘Passing 
Show’ cost them about $25,000 in lawyers’ fees and other expenses before 
they decided to give up the fight. Shuberts failed to get anywhere by 
trying to tie Healy up in New York and then tried serving the comie 
with papers in Chicago. 

Healy sent for his New York attorney, Benedict Ginsberg, however, 
in sufficient time to start a legal battle in Chicago with the result that 
the Chicago courts ordered Shuberts to put up $26,000 bond. 

The producers failed to follow through with the result the suit was 
thrown out of court and all injunctions restraining Healy from work were 
vacated. 





Explanation of the recall of most of the newspaper tickets on the eve 
of ‘Nona’s’ premiere was clarified by A. C. Blumenthal whose wifq 
Peggy Fears, presents the show. 

Blumey didn’t like the way the tickets were alloted, having all the 
press spotted in the center aisle seats. He wanted the critics’ locations 
more scattered. But after messenger boys scurried about town the very 
same tickets were delivered to the newspapr bunch. 

Hereafter, Blumey will use his own plan for opening nights, Next 
will be ‘Music in the Air.’ It’s now in rehearsal. 





Mrs. Laura Butler Treadwell, who is to resume her theatrical career, 
interrupted 20 years ago, at the Lyceum theatre, New York, in the cast 
of ‘Men Must Fight,’ is a prominent Albany (N. Y.) society woman, who 
also was active in politics here. She passed a successful screen test last 
July, a few months after the death of her husband, Col George Curtis 
Treadwell, member of one of Albany’s oldest families, but never sought 
film engagements. 

Mrs. Treadwell first went on the stage in 1901, Ten years later she 
was married to the late Col. Treadwell. Two years ago she was 
Republican candidate for Congress in this district but was defeated. 





Sensation in Scandinavian show world occurred recently when Copen- 
hagen paper printed story that a leading Swedish stage producer and 
actor had been found getting cocaine by forging medical certificates. 
Press men in Danish capital called Stockholm and local papers admitted 
knowledge of fact but stated that due to actor’s popularity, matter was 
not mentioned locally. 

Also pointed out that during last mysterious absence of actor from 
the city, he was really doing a term in jail for this offense and that two 
Stockholm papers had given three lines to his release. 





Walter Hampden’s bitterness against certain critics over the cool, if 
not hostile, reception tendered several plays he produced during recent 
seasons took the air last week. In the course of a radio interview con- 
ducted by the dramatic editor of an upstate (N. Y.) daily, the 4.e. asked 
Hampden if the fact Rostand had a good story in ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ 
was not an important factor in the success of the piece. 

Answering the query in the affirmative, Hampden went on to castigate 
critics in ‘that provincial town, New York,’ for their attitude towards plays 


with a real story. 





Getting to be a habit with Bill Brady to import European play wrighta 
when he produces their pieces. Started the season by bringing over 
Marcel Achard for ‘Domino,’ with Achard here in time to supervise the 
last couple of weeks of rehearsals. 

Same is now true of Jaques Deval, whom Brady brought over to watch 
the preparation and opening of ‘Madamoiselle.’ 





J. Brooks Atkinson of the New York ‘Times,’ is setting something of & 
standard in reviewing flop shows. Merely by the expedient of making 


but brief comment. 
Three of Atkinson’s notices this season have occupied lesa than three 


inches of space. Daily’s idea in printing the short reviews is morely to 
keep the record complete. 





Katherine Forbes-Leith, author of ‘East River,” which Sigourney, 
Thayer is preparing for quick production, is in private life Mrs, Baxtef, 
Jackson, wife of the executive vice-president of Chase National Bank, 

Before marriage Mrs. Jackson was a concert pianiste and at one time 
she wrote poetry. This is her first play. 





Accounting of the estate of Irving Harris Niles and his father J. Harris 
Niles, was filed recently in Cambridge, Mass. Residue of the estates, 
valued at $725,000 is willed to the Actors’ Fund, which has not received 
any settlement from the executors, however. Estates are tied up ke 
litigation and while there will be some money paid in the Fund, the 
amount will be small compared to the estimated total. 

Niles had charge of his father’s estate at the time of death. He was 
always interested in the stage, but was never connected with the theatre 
in any way. ; 

Will of E. FP. Albee was also filed. One item is 
to the Fund. That money is in trust and the income g0es 
ancing the Fund's deficit. Dan Frohman explained there is always 


deficit. co 


Nat’l Only Wash. Legit Engagements 
Under S-E Arrangement| tesiey Adams, Daisy Belmore, 


Mildred Natwitch, William Morris, 
Washington, Oct. 1& | arthur Morris, ‘Carry Nation. 
Capitol City beginning season 


Eunice Osborne, Barlow Borland, 
with only one legit house for first/ audrey Ridgewell, Ralph Cullinan, 
time in years. Tie-up between 


Joe McGraw, ‘Anatomist.’ 
Shubert and HErlanger calls for. all Harry Richman, ‘Scandals’ 
shows to play the National. Shubert Raymond Walburn, ‘Tell Her thé 
formerly had the Belasco resulting 


Truth.’ 
in each house being dark several Cobert Strange, 
weeks a year. 


comes Electra.’ - 
Belasco has been on the spot for| Howard Lang, Royal Beal, Zamals 
long time pending start of building 


Cunningham, ‘Nine Pine —— 
by U. S. of a new treasury annex. | me Ward, ‘Keeping Expen 
; Leo Patrick, ‘Girl Outside.’ 


Prize Group Active Hyman Adler, Madeline Grey, 
Buffalo, Oct. 10 Bert West, Donaid Campbell, Myt& 


‘Arms and the Man,’ the second/©- Brook, ‘Devil's Daughter.’ 
production of the Buffalo Theatre| _,/©onard Doyle. Gregory Robbins, 


School (last year’s winners of the| *lorence Ross, ‘The Brawl. 


a bequest of $100,000 
towards bale 
a 





‘Mourning Bo« 








Edith Barrett, Lecgna Maricle, 
Belasco Prize cup) was gut mm re-| parol Goul ‘The Perfect Mar- 
hearsal by Director Jane M. Keeler. a. 


riage.’ 
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sisi Teles to Rechimn the Cosine 
Geo. White Reported Grabbing It 


a 





Earl Carroll may move his 10th 
Wanities’ from the Broadway to the 
Casino, the elaborate theatre built 
for him and originally carrying his 
name. Deal was hot early this 
week when it was definite that 
Show Boat’ would either tour or 
close the end of next week. At that 
time, however, it was claimed that 
George White would be the next 
tenant. White has two musicals in 
prospect. 

Differences over stage hands re- 
gulted in indecision about the re- 
yival’s road plans. Proposed pop 
price grand opera which A. C. 
Blumenthal considered appears to 
have been definitely dropped. 
Blumenthal is operating ‘Boat’ for 
the Ziegfeld estate. 

Figure $3 Top Scale 

Carroll started angling for the 
house when attendance at _ the 
Broadway dived after a strong first 
week. Idea is to move to ‘his’ house, 
reduce the top price to $3 and with 
accompanying ballyhoo pep up the 
business. Present scale for ‘Vani- 
ties’ is $4.40 top. None of those 
tickets usually on sale at the the- 
atre, being alotted to agencies who 
make a buy. Carroll splurged on 
the $3 top matter when he opened 
the new house last season with the 
ninth’ Vanities.’ Both the Broad- 
way and Casino are bank-con- 
trolled, what with defaulting mort- 
gage interest and _ receiverships. 
Broadway has 1,800 seats, while the 
Casino’s capacity is 2,250. ° 

When Carroll was dispossessed 
from the latter theatre he moved his 
show to the 44th Street. Later he 
went abroad and during his absence 
a deal was made to take over the 
Manhattan, also bank-owned, on a 
percentage of the gross. Then the 
Broadway became available and be- 
cause of its larger capacity, ‘Van- 
ities’ was spotted there. A drama 
called ‘Black Water’ was announced 
for the Manhattan, but was with- 
drawn at the try-out. Arrange- 
ment Carroll has for the Broadway 
and Manhattan is not clear. but ap- 
parently he can walk out on both. 

White is reported signing Harry 
Richman, who is supposed to get a 
percentage of the profits in lieu of 
salary. Indications are that a new 
‘Scandals’ will be readied ahead of 
echedule. 

‘Show Boat’ Tour, Maybe 

Matter of touring ‘Show Boat’ 
has been put up to the stage hands’ 
union, Latter’s rule stipulates that 
ff a show be revived within five 
years of its original presentation, 
same number of men must be em- 
ployed in the crew. There have 
been 53 men back stage at the Ca- 
sino, but the show management 
claims it can be operated with 33 
men. Nine stage hands have been 
carried through the summer at a 
cost of $900 weekly, although the 
Management claims their services 
were not required. Three men were 
dropped by permission recently. 

In seeking a concession from the 
union, latter has been informed that 
the show should play two years on 
the road, but that it looks impos 
sible to break even out of town, 
where the admission will be $3.30, 
unless the crew is reduced. When 
out of town formerly the ticket 
scale was higher. Management con- 
tends it can travel with a crew of 
five men, while the union demands 
nine. Other men are engaged lo- 
eally. 

‘Show Boat’ will have played 23 
weeks when it ends its engagement. 
That is a record for a revival of a 
major musical show. Charles Win- 
niger steps out of the cast Satur- 
day, William Kent going in as‘ Cap- 
tain Andy.’ Kent has been on the 
Payroll for some time because of 
differences between Winniger and 
the management. Kent went on at 
last Thursday’s matinee, with the 
result that the switch was decided 
en. 


Pearl Osgood Out of 





New Pieces Give Phila. 
Group Repertory of 90 


Phildelphia, Oct. 10. 

The Hedgerow theatre in Rose 
Valley added ‘Wife to a Famous 
Man,’ a Spanish play by G. Martinez 
Sierra, author of ‘Cradle Song’ and 
‘The Kingdom of God,’ to its rep- 
ertory Saturday night. It is the 
90th production in this company’s 
repertoire. 

‘The D. A.,’ a melodrama by An- 
thony Veiller, son of Bayard Veil- 
ler, was given its first performance 
last week. Critical response was 
rather unfavorable. 

Hedgerow continues to be watched 
by representatives of Broadway in- 
terests and two of its plays are 
slated for Broadway production 
this season. One is ‘Spring Song,’ 
by Bella Spewack, and the other is 
Jean Ferguson Black's adaptation 
of Christopher Morley’s ‘Thunder on 
the Left.’ 


ABE AND MAWRUSS FOR 
B’WAY UNDER ALIASES 








Dimitri Tiomkin’s maiden legit 
production, ‘Keeping Expenses 


Down,’ by Montague Glass and Dan 
Jarrett, and Glass’ first stage writ- 
ing in seven years, comes into the 
National, N. Y., some time next 
week. Exact date depends on the 
comedy’s premiere showing at the 
Majestic, Brooklyn, last night (10). 

Solly Ward was a last minute 
substitution for Phil White. Rest 
of cast comprises Louis Sorin, Joe 
Greenwald, William Tannen (son of 
Julius Tannen), Alice Burrage, 
Samuel Schneider, Bernard Gorcey, 
William E. Morris, Lewis Tann, 
Patrician Quinn and Arthur Jarrett. 

Instead of Potash and Perlmutter, 
the characters are labeled Fishbein 
and Blintz in order to circumvert 
any cinematic complications, since 
Sam Goldwyn owns the. silent 
screen rights to P&P. Because of 
the picture angle, Glass dubbed his 
characters with another label. 

Tiomkin, husband of Albertina 
Rasch, and better known as a com- 
poser, was a leading legit producer 
in Russia, but this is his first try 
for Broadway. 





Musical ‘Porgy,’ Jolson 
Yen; After Guild Support 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Al Jolsen has a yen to do the 
Howards’ play, ‘Porgy,’ as a musical. 
He is now endeavoring to get the 
Theatre Guild interested in it. 

Actor figures it would be good for 
several months during the winter, 
with several key city dates follow- 
ing limited engagements in New 
York and Chicago. 


Bobby Crawford Turns 
From Music to Legit 


Bobby Crawford who took over 
the music publishing firm of De 








| theatre. | 


MOROSCO’S COAST STOCK 


Would Revive Troupe at President, 
L. A—After House 








Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
Oliver Morosco is in negotiation 
with Mike Rosenberg, of Principal 
theatres, to take over the President 


House was originally the home 
of the Morosco stock troupe, being 
taken over by Henry Duffy when 
Morosco quit. For the past two 
years, or since Duffy resigned the 
lease, theatre has been playing pic- 
tures. 

If the deal is closed it is Morosco’s 
intention to reestablish his stock 
company. 


Say Shubert Squawk 
Figured in ‘Mirror's’ 
‘Americana’ Editorial 


An editorial plug of a newly 
opened show, in refutation of what 
the critics negatively had to say 
about it, was instituted by the New 
York ‘Mirror's’ editorial on ‘Amer- 
icana.’ It appeared in the issue of 
Oct. 8 and apart from panning ‘one 
group of our present-day sophisti- 
cates, the dramatic critics (who) 
have failed to grasp the spirit of 
‘Americana’; they couldn't; it is 
that kind of a play,’ it also put re- 
verse English on that tab’s own 
eritic-columnist, Walter Winchell. 
He panned it. 

A squawk from the Shuberts’ 
p.a., Claude P. Greneker. is reported 
to have implied another bar on 
Winchell from Shubert theatres. A 
similar edict occurred three years 
ago against Winchell while he was 
on Macfadden’s ‘Graphic.’ Greneker, 
however, is said to have denied to 
Winchell any intention to deprive 
him of the usual press courtesies. 

Of the nine major newspaper 
critiques on ‘Americana,’ five were 
favorable. The ‘Post’. unfolded the 
most severe pan. 

‘Americana’ opened last week at 
the Shubert by the-Shubert re- 
ceivership. There was a sharp dif- 
ference of opinion right down the 
line including playgoers who wit- 
nessed subsequent performances of 
the revue as against first nighters. 
Show was reported sold oué gatur- 
day night (8). 


‘TOMPKINS CORNERS’ 














Restaged ‘Dumpty’ Set 
For Broadway in Dec. 


With the book re-written, ‘Humpty 
Dumpty,’ the Laurence Schwab- 
Buddy De Sylva musical which was 
yanked back after a week in Pitts- 
burgh, will go into rehearsal again 
Monday (17). New title is to be 
chosen, ‘Two's Company’ being one 
suggestion. Show will reopen in 
Philadelphia Nov. 17 and is due on 
Broadway (Apollo) early in Decem- 
ber 


Bobby Connolly will re-stage the 
dances and numbers, with Edgar 
MacGregor mentioned to put on the 
book. Connolly was ~ originally 
slated for the staging, but was tied 
up with ‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ in which 
he has an interest, and another 
stayer was selected. 

Connolly will also put on ‘Walk 
a Little Faster,’ which brings Court- 
ney Burr into the managerial field. 
Burr, formerly of Wall Street and 
Park avenue, represented Mrs. Josh 
Cosden, who backed ‘The New 
Yorkers, which E. Ray Goetz pre- 
sented and which ended deep in the 
red despite large grosses. 


B’WAY CUTTING SCALES 
TO MAKE ROUND SUMS 


There is a_ definite trend on 
Broadway toward establishing even 
money prices for legit shows re- 
gardless of the federal admissions 
tax. That is accompanied by a 
downward revision of the scale, 
managers in effect reducing the 
prices. 

It is worked out rather simply 
and the playgoer is not bothered by 
the annoying $3.30, $3.85 and $4.40 
payments. First show to install the 
new even money scale is ‘When 
Ladies Meet,’ which has a top of $3. 
Actual price of the ticket is $2.72, 
the government getting the 28 cents 
difference. The show is at the 
Royale, a bit larger in capacity than 
the average dramatic house and a 
gross of $18,000 weekly is possible. 

Same system has already been 
decided on for the new Aarons & 
Freedley musical which goes into 











FOR THE STICKS ONLY 


‘Tompkins Corners,’ first called 
‘Real Folks,’ rural stage comedy 
sponsored by the National Broad- 
casting Company, will not be pre- 
sented on Broadway. Show is strict- 
ly for the hicks and will stick to 
the sticks. 

Show was originally announced 
on the air rather as a test. Tele- 
grams asking for bookings were re- 
ceived the next day by NBC and 
it was then decided to go through 
with the production. The station 
issued acceptances but when the 
route was examined it was discov- 
ered that some dates were a week 
apart. NBC then called in aid from 
Broadway, with Leighton and Lef- 
fler supplying the missing bookings. 

‘Corners’ opened in Wilmington 
last week and is now playing Penn- 
sylvania one nighters. Nearly all 











Sylva, Brown & Henderson, will 


enter legit show business. Associ- 
ated with him will be Stanley 
Sharpe, former general manager 


for the late Flo Ziegfeld. 

Sharpe produced a show or two 
on his own. Crawford has been 
interested in a number of Broad- 


bookings are for one performance 
per stand. There are 25 players in 
the troupe. 





Colored Chorines Seek 
‘Black Cotton’ Wages 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 








way attractions as a silent partner. 
Last season he represented Brown 
& Henderson’s interest in Ziegfeld’s | 
‘Hot-Cha,’ which they authored | 
along with Mark Hellinger and Hi} 


Kraft. | 





Denver’s Legit Chances 


Denver, Oct. 10. | 
Denver may see some legit this | 





‘March,’ Opens in Philly | 


Pearl Osgood is out of the cast | 
of ‘Forward March,’ the Prown and 
Henderson musical. Understood | 
there were differences over the ma- | 
terial allotted Miss Osgood. 

Because of a labor dispute ‘March’ 
slated to open in Pittsburgh next 
Monday (17), is now booked for 
Philadelphia, same date. That gives 
Philly two musicals for the first 
time since the United Booking Of- 
fice started, the other premiere be- 
ing ‘Music in the Air’ Peggy Fears’ 


| 
{ 
| 
} 
| 
' 
| 
| 
' 
Operetta, 


|cert series, and ‘Mourning Becomes 


old Wilbur, C. A. 
Jacobson, 


winter. Oberfelder has given up 
Broadway, and shows booked by | 
him will be presented at the Muny | 
auditorium. He has the United| 
Booking Offices, Inc., franchise, is | 
using the city building for his con- |! 


Electra’ is booked for February. 
Metropolitan Amusement Co. has | 
since leased the Broadway and will | 
wire for both 


renovate and plays | 


and pictures. This company is com- | 


posed of Louis Hellborn, former 
manager of the Orpheum here; Har- 
Bailey and Arthur | 


| started contempt proceedings 
against her husband, Harrison 


é daughter, ‘ 


‘Black Cotton’ lasted a week at 
the Orange Grove, collapsing Tues- 
day (4) night. Following morning 
12 choristers appeared at the state 
labor commission, and filed unpaid 
wage claims totaling $198 against 
Lewis and Lane, who produced. 

Pair are lining up another revue, 
this time all white, to reopen the 
house next week. 





Long’s Alimony Jam 


Rochester, Oct .10. 
Mrs. Enda MacCallum Long, one 
the original Tiller Girls, has 


of 


Long, stage manager for Earl Car- 
roll’s Vanities. 

She claims he is behind in ali- 
mony and asks that he pay or go 
to jail. 

They were married in New York 


in 1928 and have a four-year-old 


the large Majestic at an even $5 
top. Price of the tickets will actu- 
ally be $4.54 and the tax will be 46 
cents. There will also be $4 and $3 
on the lower floor, similarly ar- 
ranged to absorb the tax. It is the 
only musical so far this season to 
attempt a scale of more than $4.40. 
It is expected that the $3.85 top 
seale for musicals will be aban- 
doned for an even $4 top, that ap- 
plying to musicals which are not 
presented at $3. There have been 
four attractions already presented 
at $2.75 top and where capacities 
permit it, an even $2.50 top will be 
offered. Actual price to the show 
will be $2.27 and the tax 23 cents, 


Vancouver's Road Show 


Plans Take Work to B. C. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
Cliff Work is in Vancouver, B, C., 
today, to confer with J. M. Frank- 
lin, Canadian division manager for 
RKO, regarding the reopening of 
the Vancouver, dark all summer, 
for road shows again this winter. 
House is in Work’s Pacific Coast 
division, and his plan is to replace 
the Publix exec, who has been op- 
erating the house in addition to the 
Publix sound house in the Canadian 

border city, by an RKO manager. 
Work, traveling by plane, made 
stops in ’Frisco, Portland and Se- 
attle on his way to Vancouver. On 
his return, he flies to Spokane and 

Salt Lake, returning here Oct. 17. 











Royce Auditioning for 
‘Ida’ Rehearsals in L. A. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10, 
Ed Royce is auditioning prepara- 
tory to starting rehearsals within 
the next week of ‘Princess Ida,’ his 
next production for the Mayan 
Musical is an English story and has 
had only one presentation in this 
country a brief engagement in New 
York some years ago. 





‘Rose of Flanders,’ Royce’s initial 
Coast musical, is in its third week | 
at the Mayan. ] 


But Producing Weakness Hurting 


in 
this 
sea- 


The United Booking Offic« 
better working condition at 
time than anticipated at the 
son's start. It is handling 22 at- 
tractions on the road which with 
the exception of one major key 
okay, in the opinion of booting ex- 
perts. 

However, the producing arm 
which the U.B.O. expected to pro- 
mote, has not materialized. It was 
hoped to raise $500,000 for the pur- 
pose of putting on new shows, plan 
being to back leading managers 
who would be asked to accept a 
percentage of the profits. 

Chicago Weak Link 

Weakest part of the Shubert- 
Erlanger booking combination is 
the Chicago situation. There are 
but three attractions current, most 
of the Loop’s legit theatres con- 
tinuing dark. While the U.B.O. 
figured on taking in only five of 
the Chicago houses, others were in 
reserve if shows were available. 
And until further bookings are in 
sight Chicago will continue to get 
little dramatic fare. Another reason 
for the present condition is the 
fact that several of Broadway's last 
season's hits have already played 
Chicago with special companies, as 
for instance ‘Counsellor at Law.’ 

Methods of the U.B.O. in book- 
ings is said to involve strong-arm 
technique, Independent attractions 
to secure break-ins must sign to 
play U.B.O. houses when going on 
tour, and also indie shows are called 
on to play either Erlanger or Shu- 
bert theatres on Broadway. Until 
there are more shows produced that 
condition will likely not be bet- 
tered, 

There have been several clashes 
with the bookers, however, and the 
producers concerned figure the 
U.B.O. will not turn down a hit 
when it comes to laying out a route, 
Another counter to the combo’s 
scheme is to book into an independ- 
ent Broadway theatre before seek- 
ing try-out dates. 

Apparently the satisfactory busi- 
ness enjoyed by the hits now on 
tour are to the credit of the 
U.B.O.’s holding to its principle of 
eliminating opposition bookings. 
Best money is being drawn by two 
musicals, ‘Of Thee I Sing’ and “The 
Laugh Parade.’ All doubt hag been 
dispelled about ‘Sing’ on the road, 
on the basis of its Chicago grosses 
and on stands on the way there, 


FAILURE TO GET NAMES 
DEFERS ROSE PROJECTS 


Bud Murray came on from the 
Coast to see Billy Rose about stag- 
ing the Rose revue, but Murray will 
probably go back shortly as Rose 
has been unable to secure James 
Cagney or Lee Tracy for ‘Great Ma- 
goo,’ nor get the desired name tal- 
ent set for the revue, Rose wanted 
Harry Richman and Burns and Al- 
len for the musical, with neither 
available, 

Murray brought on with him the 
a of ‘O Susanna,’ an operetta 
which had quite a run on the Coast 
two years ago. Franklyn Warner, 
promoter and dabbler in Coast the- 
atricals, came east with Murray. 
Warner is remaining in New York 
on a business deal. 

Murray is trying to interest the 
Shuberts in the ‘Susanna’ operetta, 
originally done in California with 
Warner's backing. Albert Hustlick 
and Aubrey Stauffer wrote it. 


es 


Rodgers and Hart Coming 
East on B’way Operetta 


Lorenz Hart and Richard Rodgers 
will be New York bound towards 
the end of the week, after a year in 
Hollywood. They’ve just finished 
the music and songs for Al Jolson’s 
film, ‘The New Yorker.’ 

Couple have several legit ideas, 
outstanding being an operetta which 
| they hope to have produced before 
the end of the year. 


is 


is 























San Antonio Hopeless 


San Antonio, Oct. 10. 
A legit season for this town looks 
hopeless. Out of four tentative 


bookings two canceled, leaving only 





the road ‘Scandals’ and Walter 
Hampden set for dates. 

No U. B. O. houses here, but the 
city owns an intimate playhouse 


and a large auditorium. 
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50 VARIETY 


Plays on 


WHEN LADIES MEET 


drama in three a 


Comedy ts presented 
at he Royale Oct 6 by John Golden 
written and staged by Rachel Crothers 
Mary Howard....ccccecteoc: Frieda Inescort 
Jiramie Lee... ....cccceceecses Walter Abel 
Mrs iridget Drake........Spring Byington 
Walter Manners. .cccceesses Robert Lowes 
Rogers Woodruff......+- Herbert Rawlinson 
Pierre. ....--+s+scccccceceeé Auguste Aramini 
Claire Woodruff......e.eeee+..S5elena Royle 

The first hit of the season, away 
out in front of the other dramatic 


entrants, both as to writing and act- 


ing, ‘When Ladies Meet,’ is a di- 
verting evening in the theatre. 
Rachel Crothers, who can gen- 


be depended upon to deliver 
plays about interesting 
women, has lifted her success score 
with her latest script. John Golden 
presents the new play, but he gave 
the authoress free reign with direc- 
tion and casting, as he did two 
seasons ago when her ‘As Hus- 
bands Go’ ran brightly. It was 
evident then that this shrewd man- 


erally 
amusing 


ager had walked out on the clean 
plays thing. 

Not that ‘When Ladies Meet’ is | 
naughty. Sut it is racy. Amusing 
lines are followed by a situation 


bound to attract adult interest, 
handling the eternal triangle new- 
ly and cleverly bringing the two 
women in the case face to face. 

Tt is the frankest stage discussion 
of a perennial problem, Miss Croth- 
ers has the intending mistress meet 
the wife, neither aware of the oth- 
er’s identity. The girl has written 
the situation in her latest book. 
She insists that the girl, because 
she loved the man, would go to the 
wife, and. state her case. The wife 
thinks not. but.is sure of the un- 
speakable things she would say if 
that happened to her. 

’ During this conversation, which is 
the tensest scene in the play, Mrs. 
Claire Woodruff discovers that Mary 
Howard, cultured, brilliant writer, 
is..her. husband's current flame. 
She has sensed his other affairs, but 
as soon as she heard his key in the 
lock, somehow everything seemed 
all right. But now, having actually 
met the other woman, Claire’s vision 
completely changes. She had told 
Mary that all of Rogers Woodruff's 
affairs were just that and that he 
always came back home. Mary be- 
lieved she greatly loved the man and 
that after.a time they would be wed, 
he promising to get a divorce. When 
Mary realizes that she is just an- 
ether conquest, her relations with 
the man,are over. As for Claire she 
Meaves her husband behind the eight 
ball with neither wife nor sweet- 
heart. 

‘The lighter moments of the play; 
however, seemed to stand out over 
its interesting sex treatment. Jim- 
mie Lee, a newspaperman, is very 
“much in love with Mary, who thinks 
him too placid for a husband. 
From him there are many giggles. 
it is he who scrambles things 
between the women. To Mary's 
early query: ‘I wonder if you are 
capable of a great passion,’ he 
answers: ‘God, I hope not.’ For 
him: ‘Liking is the greatest emo- 
tion because it outlasts every other 
emotion.’ 

The comedy is fairly well spread 
throughout the. play and is not 
limited to one person. There is the 
widowed Bridgie Drake who keeps 
stalling off an admirer because he is 
10 years her junior. Three excellent 
_sets-help, one a pleasant balcony at 
Mary’s Washington Square apart- 
ment and the last scene Bridgie’s 
country home, ‘a reconstructed 
barn. 

The fine cast has Frieda Innescort 
as. Mary, trim of figure, pretty and 
a bit aloof. Best acting in seasons 
by, Selena Royle comes in her por- 
trayal. of the wife. The bubbling 
Spring Byington puts over a fine 
seore as the funny, Bridgie, the 
widow, who cannot make up her 
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Broadway 


fnumber illed ‘Brother, Can You 
Spare a Dime?’ and the other mi- 
inority items deserve much _ better 
isurroundings than they have been 
laecorded in this in-and-out mu- 
sical. The combination will have 


a tough time making a sale at $4.40 
lin these items, and that’s not over- 
the scarcity of opposish on 


looking 
list just now. 


the legit 
| The big mystery—what happened 
to J. P. McEvoy's book—is also the 
big drawback. A revue minus com- 
edy is almost as strange as a Shu- 
| bert revue minus stripping. This 
Shubert revue lacks both. But what 
happened to McEvoy’'s book? Either 


}it was manhandled by the producers 
lor that McEvoy rapier—keen, satiri- 


cal insight into current affairs with 
the lash of a gaucho’s whip—has 
dulled. There's nary a heavy laugh 
in the whole performance, with the 
dialog either flopping outright or 
failing to advance beyond the 
snicker and giggle class in results. 

Rex Weber, the Charles Weidman 
dancers, &@ puppet sequence and the 
‘Dime’ song provide the few meri- 
torious moments. Weber and the 
Weidmans are forced to overdo a 
good thing. At first their ventrilo- 
quism and impressionistic dancing, 
respectively, are refreshing pieces of 
revue stage business. Sut they re- 
peat and they repeat and they re- 
peat. 

Weber, formerly of Wilton and 
Weber, is the unquestionable hit of 
the show, with no other individual 
even threatening to finish a close 
second. So if it accomplishes noth- 
ing else, ‘America’ will have ushered 
another vaudevillian from the four 
or more a day to the Broadway 
ranks. Weber is called on for too 
much time and effort, but he man- 
ages to shine sufficiently on two oc- 
casions to overcome the effects of 
unforgivable and nearly murderous 
overstaying. His first click is the 
show's first, also, arriving in the 
fourth scene after practically noth- 
ing has happened. It lifts ‘Ameri- 
cana’ out of the doldrums for five 
minutes, and that’s about as long as 
it gets out of the box at any one 
time. 

Not until scene 8 does the per- 
formance again hit a fast stride, 
and Weber gets in on this one, also, 
with his delivery of the ‘Dime’ song, 
backed by a male singing chorus, 
and the song itself becoming the 
most memorable items in the enter- 
tainment. E. Y. Harburg wrote the 
topical lyric and Jay Gorney the 
strring melody. 

A ballad of the depression, it’s 
not of the popular type, but the 
lyric’s timeliness and the tune’s 
quality should make it a popular 
song. Weber handles it proficiently 
with the aid of a singing male cho- 
rus, 


The semblance of a plot, satiriz- 
ing the nation and its politics and 
taking the ‘Forgotten Man’ gag for 
a sleigh ride, runs through the show, 
but between the opening and closing 
numbers it isn’t very much in evi- 
dence, Most of the dialog that de- 
pends on the theme for a motive is 


delivered via microphones and is 
often unintelligible. 
Between Weber's’ ventriloquial 


sock in the fourth spot and his re- 
peat with the breadline number, the 
show limps through a series of un- 
distinguished skits and specialties. 
It ‘revives with ‘Brother, Can You 
Spare a Dime?’ and then reverts to 
what seems to be type in this case, 
with nothing more eventfu: than a 
smart lyrical play on Jimmy Wal- 
ker's -—predicament—‘Let Me Match 
My Private Life With Yours’ is the 
title—by Albert Carroll to keep au- 
dience interest alive. 

Alfredo Rode and His Royal Tzi- 
gane Orchestra, an importation from 
Paris, open up the- second part, 





mind.as to her conduct with men so 
is ‘disconsolately decent.’ Walter 
Abel is excellent.as Jimmie, who is 
smart enough to step-in and capture 
his Mary after all, Most likeable 
thing he has done in seasons, too. 
Herbert. Rawlinson is the erring 
husband, not a sympathetic part. 
Aguste Aramini, 
French butler. 
‘When Ladies Meet’ is a deceptive 


title. Sounds like a woman’s dry 
club session. As a matter of fact, 
it is a swell show. Ibee. 


AMERICANA 


Revue in two acts, 21 scenes, written by 


J. P. McEvoy and presented by Lee Shu- 
bert Production lighted and designed by 
Albert R. Johnson, 300k staged by Harold 
Jolnsrud. Dances staged by Johnny Boyle 
and Charles Weidman Music by Jay Gor- 
ney. Herald Arlen and Richard “Meyers. 


I.yrics by E. Y. Harburg. Opened Oct. 5 at 
the Shubert, New York; $4.40 top, 

Cast comprises George Givot, Gordon 
Emith, Lillian Fitzgerald, Lloyd Nolan, 
Albert Carroll, Rex Weber, Francetta Mal- 


loy. Georgie Tapps, The Musketeers, Don 
Barclay. Ralph Locke, Peggy Cartwright, 
Allan Mann, Alfredo Rode’s orchestra, 


Charles Weidman Dancers and Doris Hum- 
phrey’s girl line. 





The rew moments of merit in this 
new revue unfortunately cannot 
overcome a preponderance of mate- 
rial that doesn’t belong on the same 
block, let alone on the same stage. 
And that's a shame too; because a 


amusing as aj, 


iplaying; two numbers and- taking 
about 15 minutes to do it. ‘Rode, a 
| fiddling leader in front of a strong 
|} orchestra, makes ‘Blue Danube’ a 
| 12-course dinner, in the European 
| manner of extending everything, in- 
|Cluding meals and music, beyond it’s 
naturalldength. There is quality be- 
sides novelty buried in-this group of 
musicians, but it’s hard to find. 
| The puppet show, arriving toward 
| the finish, is the second part's high- 
light. Figures of Al Smith, Hoover 
and John D. Rockefeller are cleverly 
manipulated to offstage vocal ac- 
companiment. The lyrics are the 
libretto’s nearest approach to the 
grade of satire McEvoy has written 
in the past, but which is present 
nowhere else in this show. 

The Weidman dancers, probably 
from the concert field, were at the 
Roxy for a week some time ago and 





repeat two of their picture house 
routines herein. Comprising three 
men and two women, they’re fol- 


lowers of the modernistic, futuristic 
dance school that teaches jumping 
about and the description of angles 
with the elbows, by way of symbol- 
izing the machine age. They're a 
novelty for awhile, but the stager 
forgot when to let them off. Same 
fault is to be found with the Doris 
Humphrey girls whose ‘dance’ on 
linoleum, in which they interpret 
sea waves caressing the shore is 
okay for the first few ripples, but 
after that a @aen. They wear skin 





LECUTIMAT 





tight fleshings, but Albert Johnson's 
llighting effect rates all the credit for 
the element of suspense, j 
The veteran Lillian Fitzgerald has' 
little to do in the proceedings, but! 
she’s as sprightly as ever and a 
| cheering sight for those with mem- 
'ories. Albert Carroll does only the 
| Walker take-off and then goes eve- 
ning gown as Lynn Fontanne in 
| 


; 


‘Reunion in Receivership,’ in which 
| the script kids the producers’ own 
| predicament, but not without drag- 
|ging in Erlanger’s and the Theatre 
|Guild. It always looks like Carroll 
is enjoying himself more than the 
audience is enjoying him in this 
number, and that doesn’t demand 
much enjoyment on his part, either. 

George Givot does his Greek mon- 
olog in balcony box, which he ought 
to have dropped by now, and his 
Harry Richman imitation, but oth- 
erwise disports himself favorably. 
He’s been knocking around in nu- 
merous shows and books about due 
for a good one, Allan Mann and 
Georgie Tapps, the latter from 
vaudeville and the picture houses, 
handle most of the solo dancing and 
very neatly... Francetta Malloy is! 
the singing ingenue and passable. 
Gordon Smith and Peggy Cart- 
wright are the juve leads in the 
s. and @. numbers and also fair to 
middlin.’ Miss Cartwright, an Eng-, 
lish importation, slings a heavy ac- 
cent. 

Don Barclay is weak in the com- 
edy lead, with the producers equally! 
at fault in borrowing his old-time 
moving picture reel for the script.; 
The film with Barclay’s side com- 
ments has been done to death by) 
others in vaudeville and elsewhere. 


Costuming throughout looks; 
above average for a Shubert revue.. 
Bige. | 


NONA 


Farce comedy in three acts. Presented at’ 
the Avon Oct. 4 by Peggy Fears. Written; 
by Gladys Urger. Lenore Ulric starred. 


Arthur Margetson featured. Staged by' 
Burk Symon, ; : 
Se res eocceeess+-Millard F. Mitchell: 
Otto Vogel...... couecoucees 2 ARS Hagzen' 
Miriam Skidwell.....e.++.-Patricia Calvert. 
Mr. Compton..... eeecvesceoes+ Dudley Hawley! 
Dolly Armstrong.....s...+++.-.-Franc Hale 
ee ee PPT TYTTTT ITT TTT eet: Jane Ferrel 
Henry Cade....... eseeee- Arthur Margeétson 
Man with a Toupee........John McCloskey 
NOB. .cccvcccecccccecccecsesess Lenore Ulric 
ROCOO. ccccccvsccccce ...-. Aristides De Leoni! 
Lyle D. Armstrong.......-+-- Russell Hicks 
An Old Lady......++.+- +... Genevieve Dolaro 
Photographer........+.. «+-- Bernard Susman 


Handsome Young Man.,...Warren Sterling 
Pullman Porter...cessscooes++.-Oscar Polk 
Station Master.....-eeeseee.- Harlan Briggs 





The October crop of new legits 
holds a lot more promise of worth-: 
while diversion than September's 
wobbly bunch—that is, on paper.! 
‘Nona’ is better than most of the 
earlier entrants and should last: 
about 10 weeks. 

‘Nona’ is the second presentation 
of Peggy Fears, who made her debut, 
as @ manageress last season with. 


‘Child of Manhattan.’ Her plans are: 
ambitious, and a third attraction is 
in the making—Music in the Air,’ 
an operetta. 

Best thing about ‘Nona’ is Lenore’ 
Ulric, one of the more alluring ac- 
tresses on the American stage.. 
When she is on, the show snaps 
along. At other times it is gabby 
and rather meaningless. 

First act seemed a welter of chat- 
ter by other characters, but the sec-: 
ond act is very good—in fact, is'! 
most of ‘Nona,’ because the third 
act is principally appended romance, 
the story having already been con-, 
cluded, Curtain line was not as 
bright as intended; in _ fact, it 
seemed on the borderline. Produc- 
tively the show was okay with Ack-, 
erman settings, Directionally the 
the dialog was hurried in act. one, 
where there was not enough editing. 
Staging was by Burk Symon, former 
aide to the iate David Belasco. 

Miss Ulric is ‘Nona,’ an emotional, 
temperamental Continental girl 
touring America in dance recitals. 
She travels in a private car, carry- 
ing a retinue, including secretary. 
manager, pet musicians, and _ so 
forth. In her.rooms off the stage, 
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‘Plays Out of Town 





PURE IN HEART 


Baltimore, Oct. 4 

Drama in three acts, six scenes by John 
Howard Lawson, Presented by the Thea- 
tre Guild under auspices of the American 
Mheatre Society. Directed by Theresa Hel- 
burn. Settines designed by Woodman 
Thompson, At the Maryland, Baltimore, 
Oct. 3 

Annabel Sparks, eseececees..-. June Walker 
Johnnie Sparks, escessevs+- Charles Powers 
Ma Sparks eovoePeocccecess +++. VA Condon 
Pa Sparkas..ecesveesseess.--Erskine Sanford 
Abe Schuliz....e.esses..Robert C. Fischer 
Homer Edwards.... John Eldredge 
Eddie. occgeocccedecececccscccces Alan Baxter 
bey ee Po eeeecerresecs Elia Kazan 
Faith McCartty,..eee...Ruth Chorpenning 
Stage Manager,..cesecssese---James Jolley 
Doctor Goshen..cececse++--O8sgo0d Perkins 
\l Del Motte.. -».-Edmund Ziman 
Lorry Gordon..... stocesovetser's Paul Kelly 
Edwirna Raleigh..ecccssss.+se:: Helen Flint 
Junius B. Mellon........F. Thursten Hall 
Spanish Dancer...seseeses+s+-Nalda Narde 
A Comedian..... ecceccocsotes kee Curley 
A; Chorus Giel: oi. cece ee+e+++Mary Howard 
Wilkes ..a Detective)........Arling Alcine 
Gus ++». Robert Shayne 
Bill coesevwreressesesesss eeneee kA RO Curley 






Sheer e ream were renee 


That erratic scribbler, Howard 
Lawson, is giving notice that he’s 
leaving the intellectuals and the in- 
telligentzia flat. He’s through with 
Greenwich Village and the ‘newer’ 
angles in playwrighting. That ap- 
pears to be the background for the 
writing of this play. But Lawson, 
in his evident efforts to free him- 
sélf of the old radical writing fever, 
has leaned backward; so far back- 
ward, he’s giving the theatre the 
same stuff as they got in the 10-20- 
30 days. 

And in presenting this play the 
Theatre Guild starts its local sea- 
son off with a unrelieved weak one. 
The subscription idea this year is 
tough enough and a- hokey melo- 
‘drama isn’t going to make it any 
éasier. 

There’s enough actual material in 
this play for a quartet of more 
calmly written shows. Lawson has 
evérything in it, gunmen, washed-up 


sereen actresses, producers, song- 
writers, the old homestead, sweet 
old mothers, love, seduction, mur- 


ders, gun battles, philosophers. The 
entire outlay gives only a jumbled 
impression, and the thought that 
Lawson wasn’t so sure himself what 
he was driving at. 

It's a story of a stage-struck girl 
who quits her upstate home to crash 
the big light district: Everything 
goes before her desire to get her- 
self behind the foots. But that she’s 
good a heart at least is revealed 
when she falls for a gunman mur- 
derer, and she leaves her big op- 
portunity to go with him when he’s 
on the lam from the’ police. As a 
sort of anti-climax, Osgood Perkins 
in the last scene arrives''to tell the 
rést’ of the cast and the ‘audience 
that the gal and her boy friend were 
given harps by a police squad. Why 
Lawson left out that bit of pictorial 
efforts after having shown the au- 
dience everything else, is a question. 
Cast is superior to the script. 
June Walker has the fat lines and 
handles. them well, getting nice 
shadings in her delineation of a 
stage-struck lass who,' thotigh a bit 
goofy and not too bright, is a mine 
of determination. Osgood Perkins 
in utterly wasted in his part of the 
doctor-associate producer, the phil- 
The one bit of 
weakness in the casting was Robert 
Cc. Fischer as Abe Schultz, the pro- 
ducer. Fischer handles the dialect 
badly, more than often forgetting 
about it, and occasionally switch- 
ing the nationality. 

MADEMOISELLE 
Philadelphia, Oct. 10, 

William A. Brady appears.to have, 
in this new comedy a far better 
prospect than ‘Domino,’ although | 
‘Mademoiselle’ also suffers from a) 
translation that is not always in the’ 
spirit of' the original French piece! 
by Jacques! Deval which has been} 
a Paris hit. 

With Grace George, Alice Brady, 
A. E. Matthews and a youngster 
named Peggy Conklin who contrib- 
utes’ “a fine ‘performance,’ *Made- 





at Symphony Hall, Philadelphia, she} 





fires the Italian accompanist, Henry | 
Cade, wealthy and well appearing, || 
steps into the job. He had come to; 
be presented by his sister from Den- | 
ver, whose husband is on the make | 
| for Nona, ° 

Sis having vamped, Cade ina} 
flash sees in Nona the woman of his | 
desire. He assumes the name of 
‘Mr. Finale,’ and, she later reminds 
him, he is ‘not the whole damn or- 
chestra.”” Nona had had her ro- 
mance with a titled German, and 
declares herself through with love. 
A condition she sets forth in engag- 
ing Finale is that he must not make 
advances to her. 

The manner in which the tempes- 
tuous dancer goes after her man 
and the teasing way that he covert- 
ly leads her on, then reminds her of 
their agreement, provides the fun in 
‘Nona.’ Most of it is set in the liv- 
ing room of her special Pullman. 
No sooner do they clinch than they 
quarrel, He finds a check for 50 
#s from that Denver guy, brands 
her as every kind of dame, then 
hops off the train, which has been 
stalled in a snowdrift somewhere 
west of Chicago. Later, in a 
humpty-dumpty railway _ station, 
there are explanations—the money 


(Continued on pabe 53) 





| moiselle’ has a running start. 


| tricky 
| exceptionally 


To 
be sure, none of these players can 
be ;said to capture the Gallic mood, | 
but their very personalities lend the 
play an interést that was lacking in: 
‘Domino.’ 

The story, which has a number of 
and delicate angles, is an 
interesting one, the 
only danger being the possibility 
that American audiences will not 
understand the motives of certain 
characters and the Continental 
viewpoint of the author in one or 
two spots. 

The play concerns Lucien 
vosier, a successful French lawyer 
and his wife, as irresponsible and 
turbulent a pair as could be im- 
agined. The husband is absorbed 
in his practice; the wife in her 
social activities, and they airily dis- 
miss their parental duties to a 19- 
year-old daughter by hiring. gov- 
ernesses. 

The daughter, however, is not as 
safe as they believe and at the start 
of the play, a newly hired govern- 
ess arrives in the household just in 
time to discover that her charge is 
expecting an illigitimate baby. Said 
governess (played by Miss George) 
is a dour and unprepossessing old 


Gal- 





maid from whom one would hardly 


‘expect sentiment or sympathy, but 


she agrees to help the girl keep her 
secret from the mother and father 

In the second act, two months 
later, it becomes necessary to take 
some decided action if the ips 
proaching motherhood is to be con. 
cealed and so the governess brings 
in her brother, an eccentric inven. 
tor, and persuades him to pose ag 
a doctor and to prescribe a rest 
cure in the country for the gir] 

The governess then explains her 
motives in the case. A confirmed 
man-hater, she has always had aq 
longing for a child and she sees in 
this arrangement a chance to sat- 
isfy her maternal cravings. - The 
parents, always self-centered and 
completely blind to the real situa- 
tion, allow their daughter to go 
away for several months. 

The last act shows her return 
and their elaborate welcome for her; 
The baby has been born, but the 
girl shows no great feeling about it, 
Accordingly, the governess assumes 
the parenthood of the child, which 
considering her old-maidish appear- 
ance, is a cause of great astonish- 
ment and some amusement to Mme. 
Galvosier. At any rate, off goes 
‘Mademoiselle’ to devote her life to 
the up-bringing of the youngster 
while the real mother prepares to 
re-enter the social swim. 

Grace George, in an almost gro- 
tesque make-up that includes horn- 
rimmed glasses and the severest of 
clothes, plays the Governess on an 
even plane of subdued _repression, 
There are some who believe that 
her two scenes in which she explains 
her child-loving complex, should be 
more emotional, but that is really 
not the way the character has been 
conceived. 

Alice Brady dominates the per- 
formances with a high comedy per- 
formance as the young mother that 
is gifferent from anything she has 
attempted, The contrast to her 
Lavinia in ‘Mourning Becomes 
Electra’ makes her fluttery, nicely - 
pointed interpretation all the more 
remarkable. Matthews, who is as 
French as Trafalgar Square, is im- 
mensely amusing as the preoccupied 
husband. His role really includes 
very little that is clever in dialog, 


but he ‘muggs’ the part so neatly 
that he wins many laughs. Miss 
Conklin, save for one false scene 


towards the end of the play, is capi- 
tal as the daughter. Hers is a tough 
role and she deserves all the credit 
in the world for her playing of it. 
‘Mademoiselle’ is nicely set and 
nicely directed. As before noted, 
the translation which is often far 
from French in spirit, is its biggest 
drawback. However, it should stand 
a very good chance. Waters. 


HARLEM 


Hollywood, Oct. 7. 
Drama in three acts by William J. Rapp 
and Wallace Thurman, Produced by Rob- 
ert Levy. Directed by Edgar Forrest. Alle 
Negro cast. At the Music Box theatre, 
Holly wood, Oct. 7., $1.50 top. 





As with all Negro dramas pro- 
duced here, this one suffers from 
lack of experienced players. Every 
one in the cast is prone to overact, 
Direction has little to do with this, 
as the players are impossible to 
hold down. 

Robert Levy's production is well 
framed, but stands little chance of 
getting any money. With a cast of 
66 in a 900-seat house at $1.50 top, 
there’s little opportunity for profit. 
Then, too, the colored production 
is of limited appeal, Coast audiences 
like colored musicals, but outside of 


| the black belt, dramas have never 


received a break out here. 

Of the lengthy cast, Marceo Shetf- 
field as the police sergeant turns in 
the best performance. New here, 
he should. attract attention from 
picture. producers who find it dif- 
ficult to get good colored players. 
Theresa Harris. and Lawrence 
Criner in the leads chew scenery, 
with the former the worst offender. 
Charles Olden, as the West Indian 
Negro, strains too hard, with his 
Oxfordian English. Negroes from 
the Islands use a peculiar English 
twang on a few words, but most of 
their lingo is a picturesque jargon 
of their own. 


Cleo’ Desmond, George’ Reed, 
Harvey Brooks, Cliff Ingraham, 
Charles Hamilton, Arthur tay, 


Charles Moore and Helen Conway 
are satisfactory in the main assign- 
ments. 

Piece is in for two weeks, with 
hope of more. If sold as a novelty 
it may get a little money, but the 
chances are all against it. Call. 


ABSENT FATHER 


Philadelphia, Oct. 7. 

This comedy by Francis De Witt. 
produced by the new firm of Kenney 
& Levitt, reopened the Broad Street 
theatre for a single week's engage- 
ment, 

After a first act that showed some 
promise, although inclined to talki- 
ness, ‘Absent Father’ went consist- 
ently to pieces. It is another ot 
those yarns about the ‘young gen- 
eration’ and its alleged wildness. A 
few years ago when everybody was 
talking about the flappers’ follies 
and the flask-toting. parked-car- 








(Continued on page 60) 
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Mademoiselle’ Does Fair 
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$10,500 


In Philly; “Absent Father’ $4,000 





Philadelphia, Oct. 10. 
Next week finds four legit houses 
open in Philly for the first time this 
geason, and indications are that a 
fifth, the Shubert, will join the ranks 


in a month. 

So far, the new season’s shows 
have been nothing to boast of, but 
attendance has been promising. The 
erying need now is for one or two 


gmash hits. 

With the Forrest dark last week, 
the best trade was reported at the 
Chestnut, where the American The- 
atre Society’s second subscription 
offering, William Brady’s Mademoi- 
selle, was the offering. Matinee 
sellouts helped the biz there im- 
mensely, but a surprising weakness 
developed in the balcony and gal- 
lery, contrary to the case of the 
other shows here this year. With 
the $4,500 subscription nucleus, the 
show grossed about $10,500 on. the 
week. That isn’t comparable to the 
figures of ‘The Good Earth,’ but it 
wasn’t bad at a $2.50 top, with $2 
subscription prices. 

The Garrick and the Broad both 
fared badly. Rajah Raboid, magi- 
cian and mind reader, was a bust at 
the Garrick. Opening the previous 
Thursday, Raboid never got started, 
and he left after Wednesday night’s 
show with a deficit. 

‘Absent Father’ was equally dis- 
astrous at the Eroad. One good no- 
tice out of five didn’t help, and even 
a number of benefits couldn’t build 
the week’s gross over $4,000. 

This week’s show ars ‘Dangerous 
Corner,’ Harry Moses’ production of 
J. B. Priestley’s London hit, at the 
Broad, and Eva Le Gallienne, pre- 
senting ‘Camille’ and ‘Liliom,’ at the 


Forrest. Former had a $3,000 ad- 
vance—quite good. Le Gallienne 
had a fine upstairs advance, but 


orchestra buy was disappointing. 

The Garrick is dark this week, but 
relights Monday with ‘Music in the 
Air,’ new Jerome Kern-Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d musical play, presented 
by Peggy Fears. It’s in for two 
weeks. 

U. B. O. have suddenly switched 
in ‘Forward March’ at the Forrest 
as competition for Garrick’s indie 
attraction. Brown-Henderson musi- 
cal is scheduled for only one week. 
The Chestnut has ‘Man with a Load 
of Mischief,’ with Jane Cowl as 
third American Theatre Society 
piece. 

On the 24th ‘Vanities,’ at the For- 
rest, is the lone entrant, with ‘Cy- 
mara’ at the Chestnut and ‘Nine 
Pine Street,’ Ina Claire vehicle, at 
the Garrick, on the 31st. 

Final agreement on the Shubert 
lease is expected this week, and a 
couple of musicals are mentioned for 
this house, which will get U. B. O. 
shows, though not directly under 
the Shubert-Erlanger merger man- 
agement. 

‘Humpty Dumpty,’ booked for 
November 7, will come either to the 
Forrest or Shubert. ‘Counsellor at 
Law,’ the Irish Players, Cornelia 
Otis Skinner, both the dramatic and 
the musical ‘Cyranos,’ ‘Reunion in 
Vienna,’ ‘and ‘Good Woman—Poor 
Thing’ are November bookings. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Absent Father’ (Broad, one week 
only). A bad comedy and bad busi- 
ness. Not over $4,000. ‘Dangerous 
Corner’ in this week for a fortnight. 

Rajah Raboid (Garrick). Closed 
Wednesday night after six wretched 
days. Under $2,500. House reopens 
with ‘Music in the 
Air.’ 

‘Mademoiselle’ (Chestnut, first 
week). Not what was expected, but 
managed to get $10,500, which was 
| oad good. Jane Cowl next Mon- 

y. 


‘Good Earth’ Cleans Up 
$18,000 in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 

After taking it on the chin with 
& pre-season opening of the ‘Humpty 
Dumpty’ floppo, Nixon relighted last 
week with Guild’s ‘Good Earth’ un- 
der subscription auspices of Ameri- 
can Theatre Society and mopped up 
&t $18,000. Two sell-out mats brought 
figure above expectations. Nazim- 
Ova figured as a b. o. magnet. 

Edwin Vail Players opened at 
Pitt at the same time with ‘Bride 
— Sun Shines On,’ giving Pitts- 
urgh its first stock in more than 
two years. Four mats weekly at 
40 cents top and evening scale 99 
cents, Slim takings for initial ses- 
Sion, but bad weather and stiff op- 
Position from Nixon hurt. 
Ben company includes’ Shirley 
Booth, Alden Chase, Kathryn Mes- 
kyl, Baker Moore, Sam Flint, Ella 
Ethridge, Sylvia 
Richards and Roy Elkins. 
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Bainbridge Just Fair, 
‘Blessed Event’ $3,200 


Minneapolis, Oct. 10. 

‘Blessed Event’ proved just a fair 
card for the Bainbridge dramatic 
stock company at the Shubert, 
grossing around. $3,200. Bainbridge 
is giving the folks the best of plays, 
having opened with ‘As Husbands 
Go’ and offering ‘The Animal King- 
dom’ currently, and he has a good 
company. 3ut, despite the low 
scale of 83c top, including tax, the 
response thus far has been disap- 
pointing. 

‘Stepping High,’ United Burlesque 
attraction at the Gayety, also did 
light business, the takings being 
only around $2,400. Shows are much 
better than the house has been of- 
fering in recent seasons. They are 
clean, 

Metropolitan opens its season this 
week with Lunt and Fontanne in 
the New York Theatre Guild’s pro- 
duction of ‘Reunion in Vienna.’ Ad- 
vance sale good. Engagement is for 
three nights and a matinee, 


DARK’ $10,500 
IN 4-SHOW CH 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 


Four-show Chicago enters mid- 
October unrecognizable to old 
friends, unencouraged by the pros- 
pects ahead, A feeble flicker of ex- 
citement is the best that can be 
sustained when the flow of oxygen 
is limited to one week of Walter 
Hampden’s ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ at 
the Apollo, a season of $2.50 grand 
opera at the Studebaker, and two 
semi-pro enterprises occupying the 
Goodman and the Women’s Club 
theatre for short runs. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Another Language,’ Harris (CD- 
1,100; $2.75) (5th week)—Just fair 
since start, despite rave notices. 
Local showmen feel $2.75 too high 
for light attractions such as this in 
present era. $2.20 would be nearer 
the public’s taste. Around $8,000. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ Grand (M-1,365; 
$3.85) (3d week). Originally booked 
for four weeks seems a pipe to 
double, and possibly treble, that 
booking. No abatement in $29,000 
capacity stride. Most encouraging 
thing that has happened to a dis- 
heartened town in months. Cheap 
ducats sold out right into Novem- 
ber are being filled by mail order 
only. 

‘Whistting in the Dark,’ Erlanger 
(C-1,318; $2.75)—Ernest Truex pop- 
ular here. Piece liked and notices 
strong, although frothy show incon- 
gruous under its Theatre Guild- 
Drama League auspices. First week 
between $10,000-$11,000, not bad in 
these times. : 

‘World Between,’ Adelphi (CD- 
900; $2.75 (4th week). Doubtful that 
this one can be forced much longer. 
R. G. Lydy, the angel, in the hole 
$10,000. Cut-rate coupons give $1 
off on $2.75 ducats, 75 cents off on 
$2.20, etc. Last week gross not 
$2,000. 








Petite Jimmy and Carroll | 
Split Arbitration Decision 


Arbitration between Petite Jimmy 
and Earl Carroll was decided partly 
in favor of the French 
Jimmy was among the foreign con- 
tingent engaged for the new ‘Vani- 
ties,’ but not used. Like the others, 
he was guaranteed six weeks by | 
Carroll who, although willing to pay | 


actor. 





his salary, thought Jimmy should | 
remain here during that period. He | 
desired to sail home. 

Award gave Jimmy the full 


amount but rejected his claim for 
return transportation which was not | 
provided for in the contract. 


Jane Cowl at $13,000 
One Item in Boston’s 
Continued Strength 


Boston, Oct. 10. 

Local legit houses continue to do 
fine business, to the surprise of 
Boston managers. “The Green Pas- 
tures,’ now in its sixth week at the 
Colonial, is still holding up to near 
capacity, $21,000, and promises to do 
as well during last weeks of run. 

‘The Cat and the Fiddle,’ at the 
Shubert, is doing well at $21,000, be- 
low high mark set by Ed Wynn's 
‘Laugh Parade’ last month, but very 
satisfactory. 

Jane Cowl, at the Plymouth in re- 
vival of ‘The Man With a Load of 
Mischief,’ surprised by doing $13,000 
last week and giving indications of 
holding up almost to that this week. 

‘Mikado,’ put on by one of Milton 
Aborn’s Gilbert and Sullivan cos, is 
expecting usual hearty response 
here when it opens tonight at the 
Hollis. 

Next week the Wilbur will be 
lighted for first time with Eva Le 
Gallienne with ‘Liliom’ and ‘Camille.’ 

The Majestic, housing two-a-day 
showing of ‘Strange Interlude,’ took 
$16,500 last week and contniues in 
high. 


STILL TWO IN FRISCO: 
MISS FREDERICK, $8,500 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 











One opening and one_ closing 
keeps local legits to two. ‘Bride 


Sun Shines On’ gets under way to- 
night (10) at Belasco & Curran’s 
Curran with a fair advance sale. 

Pauline Frederick doing nicely for 
Henry Duffy at Alcazar. Latter has 
tilted price two bits to $1.50. Mat- 
inees big with many women, and 
nights. okay, first week getting 
around $8,500. 

‘Intermission’ bowed out of Er- 
langer’s Columbia after two weeks, 
last stanza getting less than $2,000, 
very bad. House has gone film cur- 
rently, playing ‘Explorers of World’ 
while preparing operetta season to 
open about Nov. 1, 

Geary still dark. Both Homer 
Curran and Ralph Pincus reported 
negotiating with Eddie Lambert in 
Hollywood to do a new show sim- 
ilar to ‘9 o’Clock Revue’ he staged 
here last year. 


‘Vienna’s’ $21,000 
Detroit, Oct. 10. 


Complete sell-out after the open- 
ing night brought in a total of $21,- 








000 at the Cass for ‘Reunion in Vi- 
enna,’ with Lunt and Fontaine. 





Plays Abroad 





WHITE HORSE INN 


(Swedish Production) 
Stockholm, Sept. 26. 


The Stockholm production of the 
Erik Charrell Berlin-London smash 
is noteworthy, because it proves 
conclusively that, devoid of the 
spectacle proportions in which it 
was done in England and Germany, 
this show has very little to offer to 
American theatregoers. 

New York producers in Europe 
this year have been talking of doing 
it in some house of the N. Y. Hip- 
podrome size, while others have 
tried to devise means for an inex- 
pensive outlay. But the show doesn’t 
|hold. There is no story, few laughs 
land a score without a song hit. It 
lis given here without the ‘Garde 
| Offizier’ number taken from a Ger- 
| man film for the London showing. 
Even with the local favorite, 
|Gosta Ekman, the show folded after 
l two dismal weeks. He tried to pro- 
|duce it on a shoestring at the tiny 
'Vasa theatre, seating only 780, and 
ifound it impossible. Also in the 
icast was Liliebel Ibsen, grand- 
idaughter of the playwright, who was 





j}engaged for New York two years 
Manners, Henry |ago by Horace Liveright, but who 


never heard any more about it, j 





YOUKI 


Paris, Oct. 1. 

A comedy in three acts by Felix Gan- 
dera, Cast: Aquistapace, Paul Bernard, 
Palau, Parisys, Christiane Dor, and oth- 
ers. Producing credit given to Max Dan- 
set as the administrator, and real pro- 
ducer remaining anonymous, Athenee, 
Paris, Sept. 27. 





Play might easily be compressed 
into a 30-minute one-act sketch, 
and under its present form looks 
like a very short engagement locally, 
and nothing at all elsewhere, 

The story has to do with an old 
provincial guardian of a college boy 
attempting to have the boy break 
an affair he has with a Parisian 
actress. To this end he goes to 
Paris and offers the actress money | 
to break with the boy. He 





unwit- 


ithe Royale 


week) (M-1,492-$1.65). 
at $6,000 estimated, 
comes from the Belasco’s overflow. 
week) 


|started strong at $16,000. 


Bway Has a Hit, ‘When Ladies Meet’ 


$15,000; “Vanities 
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Dreops to $25,000, 


‘Americana’ Seems to Have Chance 





First unquestioned hit of the 1932- 
33 season arrived late last week at 
‘When Ladies 

favorable no- 
imme- 


with 

Meet,’ drawing 100% 
and hitting capacity 
Indicated gross judged from 


tices 
diately. 
four performances will better 
money at this 


first 
$15,000—excellent 





time. 


A mid-week entrant, ‘Americana’ ! 


at the Shubert, was viewed with, 
bd . . 

distinet difference of opinion, but 

strong ticket demand Saturday in- 


dicated a chance. Other new shows 
last week look doubtful. ‘Nona’ got 
close to $9,000 in seven times at the 
Avon, not so good for a star name 
attraction; ‘Old Man Satan,’ a col- 
ored cast drama, got less than $3,- 
500 its first week at the Forrest, 
while ‘The Other One’ got next to 
nothing at the Biltmore. 

Broadway’s business slipped last 
week with no alibis to explain the 
droop. ‘Vanities,’ which got off toa 
big money start, hit the toboggan 
the second week. That put the long 
staying ‘Of Thee I Sing’ back in first 
place with a gross of $26,000, since 
‘Flying Colors,’ another new revue, 
found the going slippery too. 

Counting seven new attractions 
coming in this week last list now 
totals 25 shows. There were two 
abrupt closings last Saturday, with 
at least three departures carded for 
this week. That will take five pro- 
ductions out of the running, most 
of them having been among Septem- 
ber’s record weak crop. 

‘Here Today,’ which was thought 
to have a chance, stopped at the 
Barrymore, while ‘Lilly Turner’ sim- 
ilarly rated closed at the Morosco. 
Definitely out this week: ‘Best 
Years,’ Bijou; ‘Bidding High,’ Van- 


derbilt; ‘The Stork Is Dead,’ 48th 
Street. 
Due in next week: ‘Dinner at 


Eight,’ Music Box; ‘The Good Earth,’ 
Guild; ‘Mademoiselle,’ Playhouse; 


L.A. HITS HIGH, 
4 NEW SHOWS 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Four legits opened last week, and 
another’s scheduled to get started 
tomorrow (Tues), which will give 
the town its high for the past six 
months. Belasco & Curran’s coast 
company of ‘Cat and the Fiddle’ got 
away to a good start last Monday, 
after nine weeks in San Francisco. 
First week tabbed slightly over 
$16,000. Piece is long off the nut, 
and is on the way to show B. & C. 
their first black ink venture this 
year. 

‘Harlem,’ colored production with 
Robert Levy, formerly of the Lafay- 





Passionate Pilgrim,’ 48th 
Street; ‘Absent Father,’ Vanderbilt; 
Abbey (Irish) Players, Beck; ‘Singa- 
pore,’ mentioned for the Fulton, and 
‘Keeping Down Expenses,’ not def- 
inite. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Americana,’ Shubert (2d. week) 
(R-1,395-$4.40). Rating in con- 
troversy; notices sharply opposed 
for and against; opened middle of 
last week with Saturday night big. 

‘Another Language,’ Booth (25th 


‘The 


week) (C-708-$3.30). While no 
longer leading comedy group, is 
still making good money; around 
$10,500. 

*‘Ballyhoo of 1932,’ 44th St. (6th 
week) (R-1,325-$3.85). Eased off 
like most other shows last week; 
gross around $18,500 about even 
break. 

‘Best Years,’ Bijou (6th week) 
(CD-615-$3.30). Final week; ex- 


pected to do better on tour in sub- 
scription houses; averaged less 
than $4,000 weekly. 

‘Bidding High,’ Vanderbilt (3d 
week) (C-771-$2.75). Final week; 
estimated under $2,500; ‘Absent 
Father’ will follow in next week. 

‘Black Sheep,’ Morosco (ist week) 
(CD-893-$3.30). Presented by El- 
mer Rice; authored by him; opens 
Thursday night (19%). 

*Cain’s Sister.’ Withdrawn after 
a week's try-out in Newark; may 
go on later; produced by Shuberts. 

‘Clear All Wires,’ Times Square 
(5th week) (C-1,057-$3). Corrected 
estimates place average grosses 
around $9,000; mostly lower floor; 
deal with agencies should better 
pace. 

‘Criminal at Large,’ Belasco (ist 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Presented 
by Guthrie McClintic; written by 
late Edgar Wallace; opened Mon- 
day. 

‘Flying Colors,’ Imperial (5th 
week) (R-1,446-$4.40). Based off 
for some reason; not smash but 
figured in the money; about $25,000 
last week. 

‘Here Today,’ Barrymore. Taken 
off Saturday after playing bit under 
five weeks; rated having a fair 
chance, but failed to climb; around 
$6,000. 

‘| Loved You Wednesday,’ Harris 
(1st week) (C-1,051-$3.36). Pre- 
sented by Crosby Gaige; written by 
Molly Ricardel and William Du 
Bois; opens tonight. 

‘Lilly Turner,’ Morosco. Closed 
Saturday; played three weeks; pic- 
ture rights sold. 

‘Men Must Fight,’ Lyceum (ist 
week) (D-957-$3.30). Presented by 
Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr.; written by 
Reginald Lawrence and 8S. K. Lau- 
rens; opens Friday (14). 

‘Nona,’ Avon (2nd week) (D-830- 
$3.30). Notices mixed; first seven 
performances got close to $9,000, 
strong premiere figuring; better line 
on chances indicated this week. 

‘Ol’ “Man Satan,’ Forrest (2nd 
week) (D-1,015-$3.30). Colored 
drama claimed to better than no- 
tices indicated; starting pace about 
$3,500, but will remain for expected 
betterment. 

‘Of Thee | Sing,’ 46th St. (42nd 
week) (M-1,413-$4.40). Moved here 
Monday from Music Box, which gets 





ette Players, got started at the 
Music Box Friday. First two days 
were light, with less than $1,000 in 
the till. 

‘Rose of Flanders,’ co-operative 
musical at the Mayan, got the ben- 
efit of the overflow from the Be- 
lasco, and did a little over $6,000. 
Satisfactory at that figure. 

Henry Duffy’s ‘The Marquis’ sur- 
prised the locals by staying close to 
the opening week’s take at $7,700, 


above average for the El Capitan. 


‘Young Ideas’ opens at the Holly- 


wood Playhouse next Tuesday. Wal- 
ter Brown has taken the house for 
two weeks, and hopes to drag the 
run 
the piece, and is starred. 


out. Morgan Wallace staged 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Harlem’—Music Box (1st week) 
(D-965-$1.65). First three perform- 


ances got $850, which is not an opti- 


mistic start. 

‘Rose of Flanders’—Mayan (3rd 
Satisfactory 
most of which 


and Fiddle’—Belasco (ist 
(M-1,103-$2.75). Belasco & 
first musical production 
Advance 


‘Cat 


Curran’'s 


tingly causes her Japanese lover to | heavy for next week. 


part with her and makes good by | 
giving 
the Oriental. After nearly falling for 
her himself, he understands 
youth must have its fling and per- 
mits the college boy to continue his 
affair. He returns to his province, 
from whence he will send monthly 
remittances. 


i 


her the same allowance as} week) 
average at $7.700. 
that|strong cast getting the credit. 


‘The Marquis’—El Capitan (2nd 
(C-1,571-$1.65). setter than 
Billie Burke and 


‘WIDOW’ TORONTO CLICK 


‘Dinner at Eight’ Oct. 22; prize 
winner got $26,000 last week; about 
topped the musicals. 

‘Peacock,’ 49th St. (ist week) 
(D-708-$3.30). Presented independ- 
ently (George Fawcett); written by 
Leonard Ide; opens tonight. 

‘Rendezvous,’ Broadhurst (ist 
week) (D-1,118-$3.30). Presented by 
Arthur Hopkins; written by Barton 
MacLane; rcported favorably out of 
town; opens Wednesday (12). 

‘Success Stcry,’ Elliot (3rd week) 
(CD-924-$2.75), Extra space ads to 


some improvement; estimated 
around $4,000, which may be even 
break; Group readying another 
show. 

‘The Other One,’ Biltmore (2nd 


week) (C-1,000-$3.30). Looks hope- 
less; after critical panning very lit- 
tle trade; under $1,000. 

‘The Stork Is Dead,’ 48th St. (4th 
week) (D-969-$3.30). Closes Satur- 
day after three weeks, two days; 
not $3,000 last week; ‘The Passion- 
ate Pilgrim’ next week. 

‘Vanities,’ Broadway (3rd week) 
(R-1,800-$4.40). Dived after strong 
Start; estimated around $25,000; dis- 
appointing figure, considering size- 
able agency buy. 

‘When Ladies Meet,’ Royale (2nd 
week) (C-1,118-$3). Off to great 
start; opened Thursday (6) selling 
out thereafter; on basis of four per- 
formances should top $15,000 week- 
ly; first hit. 

Other Attractions 
‘Show Boat,’ Casino (22nd week); 





Toronto, Oct. 10. 
30b McLaughlin’s Cleveland stock | 


To this short sketch, which could | company, playing here in a revival 
be done with three main characters, | o¢ ‘yerry Widow, with Donald} 
it was unnecessary to add two in-| Brian as the lead, will split an ex- | 


troducing acts and a lot of extra tra week here. 
characters. : . P So satisfactory has been the 
Play opens in the guardians pro- | Toronto stay Buffalo enzagement 
(Continued on page 53 i will be put back three days. 


revival in fina! two weeks. 
‘Counsellor at Law,’ Plymouth; 
repeat doing very weak; $12,000. 
‘That’s Gratitude,’ Hudson: re- 
vival moved here from Waldorf. 
‘The Great Lover,’ Waldorf; re- 
ival opens tonight. 
‘Belmont Varieties,’ Belmont: 
stopped suddenly; may resume, 
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Maedchen in Uniform’ a Stage Hit 


In London; ‘Roadhouse’ Looks Good 


London, Oct. 10. 

‘Children in Uniform’ at the 
Duchess theatre is a stage adapta- 
tion of the German film, ‘Maedchen 
in Uniform,’ which has already 
played here. Piece was highly 
praised by the critics here as an 
artistic accomplishment, all the 


papers pointing out that the play 
is free from morbid suggestion. In 
Paris, also, a stage play was made 
from the film. 

Tearle As Comedian 

‘Roadhouse’ at the Whitehall is 
another in the Waiter Hackett se- 
ries of comedies with a melodra- 
matic background. Play features 
Marion Lorne, who is supported by 
Godfrey Tearle and Gordon Har- 
ker, all London favorites. It’s the 
first time Tearle has appeared in a 
frankly comedy role. Play has to 
do with the fortunes, over a period 
of years, of a once famcus hostelry 
in Surrey. Opening night found the 
playgoers in a receptive mood and 
the play was cordially received. It’s 
an almost certain hit. 

‘Dizzy’ at the Westminster is a 
new play on the life of Disraeli. 
It’s generally well acted but has 
nothing outstanding. Unlikely to 
get anywhere. 


VARNA SHOPPING FOR 
A MUSICAL IN LONDON 


London, Oct. 1. 

Henri Varna, of the Casino de 
Paris and Palace, Paris, is still in- 
terested in ‘Over the Page,’ the re- 
named Murray Anderson ‘Fanfare’ 
revue. Varna originally wanted to 
take the show over intact, when it 
flopped at the Prince Edward, three 
months ago. He still has the ‘in- 
tact’ idea. 

Sir Oswald Stoll is ready to let 
the show go to the Casino de Paris 
around the middle of November, al- 
though Varna talks about a month 
earlier. The date difference can be 
overcome but not the monetary 
difficulty. Stoll wants 200,000 francs 
per week, eight weeks’ guarantee, 
transportation and pay for rehearsal, 
to which the Frenchman would not 
agree. 

A less costly deal is the one pend- 
ing between Varna and Laddie Cliff. 
This is for Cliff’s revue, ‘Rhyme and 
Rhythm,’ currently at the Winter 
Garden, to go to the Palace, early in 
January. Cliff is prepared to bring 
the entire company over on a 60/40 
basis, with actor to get the bigger 
percentage. Show will have two or 
three French comedians who will 
play sketches in French, with Lad- 
die also playing in French. Arrange- 
ment is for two weeks, and if show 
does not succeed after that, the en- 
tire company to be sent back at 
Varna’s expense, 


Dr. Buchanan 


London, Oct. 10. 
‘After Dinner Revue,’ scheduled 
for the Gaiety next Friday (14) is 
off for doctoring, with Jack Bu- 
chanon called in to fix things up. 
Understood the promoters have 
found themselves a new bankroll 
and now want to make sure of their 
show. 


Mex. Bars Amateurs 
To Aid Jobless Pros. 


Mexico City, Oct. 8. 

Civic government's diversions de- 
partment has taken action to get 
jobless professional vaude and re- 
vue performers engagements in 
local cabs, and to that end has 
ordered its inspectors to report 
floor shows composed of amateurs. 

Profesh has kicked that many 
cabarets engage crude amateurs be- 
cause they work for next to nothing. 
Civic government promises to im- 
prove cab shows’ quality by insist- 
ing upon employment of profes- 
sionals. 














Fossil Secure in Post 


Berlin, Oct. 10. 

President Fossil of the Variety 
Artists’ Association is not likely to 
be recalled or dropped. 

At one time reported that there 
were some internal difficulties in 
the organization with the president 
likely to be asked to resign, but 
everything is serene now. 


.ism made Maurice Chevalier’s Milan 





4 Budapest Premieres | 
Given on Same Night 


Budapest, Sept. 29. 

Optimism of Budapest producers 
was proved when four theatres pre- 
sented new plays on the same night. 
Two of them at least are hits. 

One of these, ‘Lieutenant Kom- 
ma,’ first presented at the Burg- 
theater in Vienna last year, and 
due on Broadway in the course of 
this season, is authored by a Hun- 








garian girl, Dr. Rose Meller, who 
concealed her identity under the 
pseudonym ‘Frank Maar,’ but re- 


veals her identity at the perform- 
ance in her home town, Budtpest. 

The play here had almost the 
effect of a new one, so differently 
was it staged and directed. What 
was a bloody satire on Tsardom 
in Vienna, here became a pretty, 
playful, gay parody with plenty of 
music. Altogether a delightful per- 
formance. 


CHEVAUIER’S HIGH PAY 
AROUSES LATIN WRATH 


Milan, Sept. 29. 
Jingoism or exaggerated national- 


visit go blah. He had been engaged 
to sing at the Odeon theatre at 48,- 
000 lire for one night. Prices were 
raised to $1 to $6. When filled to 
capacity the Odeon can hold only 
65,000 lire, and since the expenses 
run to 12,000 lire, there was a prob- 
lematical gain of 5,000, which, how- 
ever, was not realized. 

Just before the theatre opened a 
crowd of youths and young men 
gathered and began to boo and later 
became so threatening that the car- 
abinieri had to be rushed up. Rea- 
son for the demonstration was that 
Chevalier was ‘teing paid too much.’ 
As a result of this hostile reception 
he has canceled his engagement for 
Turin. 

His program was made up of Eng- 
lish and French songs and imita- 
tions of imitators of himself. Two 
of the best received songs were ‘Mon 
petit Tom’ and ‘Dites-moi ma mere,’ 
both new for America. 


See B’way Prospect, in 
New Stockholm Play 


Stockholm, Sept. 28. 

First Swedish play to have Broad- 
way possibilities in many seasons 
was ‘Kanske en Diktare’ at the Vasa. 
By Ragnar Josephsons it is the tale 
of a cloak room lad who lives in a 
world of make-believe. 

His dreaming get him involved in 
a domestic quarrel between a hus- 
band and wife with the result he 
goes to jail for the wife’s shooting 
of her mate. She waits for him and 
then promises to do anything to 
make amends. 

In present version he commits sui- 
cide and audience left to believe she 
will do likewise, giving a weak finish 
which critics panned. But with 
complete overhauling, the germ of 
a strong melodrama for a Glenn 
Hunter type of actor, remains. 


‘Domino’s’ Costly Flop 
Paris, Oct. 1. 

‘Domino’ failure in New York still 
echoes here. It is understood Brady 
had been offered $25,000 by Fox for 
the picture rights, and more than 
enough to cover the stage cost from 
other sources before the play 
opened. 

So confident was Brady of a hit 
that he refused both offers, with 
resulting heartburns from those who 
would have had a cut in the deal. 

Despite the New York frost, Gil- 
bert Miller says he will produce the 
show in London if Leslie Howard 
or Herbert Marshal can be obtained. 





Hot Stepping Diva 
Stockholm, Sept. 29. 

At her second performance since 
returning from Metropolitan Opera 
success, Gota Ljungberg surprised 
her audience, including the King of 
Sweden, by si: sing ‘Salome’ in Ger- 
man with rest of cast warbling in 
Swedish. 

Diva wants to do this at the Met 
and guarantees a real ‘dance of the 
Seven Veils’ for (>‘ti-Cazazza. Was 


| Vienna Critics’ Burn-Up 
| 








Budapest, Sept. 28. 
Viennese critics are peeved 
because most of the successes 
on the Vienna stage are by 
Hungarians. Now three Ger- 
man names claim a place on 


System; Prof. 


U. S. Theatre Totters With Capital 


Dana Salves Soviet 








Vienna posters. Critics tri- 
umphed. 

But it turned out that Frank 
Maar was a pseudonym for 
Rose Meller, Franz Kammer- 
loher for Nandor Ujhelyi, and 
Peter Hell for Sandor Erdei, 
Hungarians all. 


LOUD SPEAKER 
‘ASIDES’ FOR 
PARIS PLAY 


Paris, Oct. 1. 

Loud speakers, similar to screen 
sound-equipment, will be used in 
legit for the first time in Ruth Put- 
nam Mason's play, ‘Happy Easter,’ 
to express the inner thoughts of the 
characters at such times as they 
remain silent on the stage. IEx- 
pressing thoughts of principals by 
means of a ghost chorus had al- 
ready been done on the screen by 
Rene Clair in ‘Million,’ and also by 


Jean Cocteau in some arty reels. 
Ruth Putnam Mason’s play—a 
three-act comedy—will be done in 
London by Hill Mitchelson, son of 
the Pavillon “‘ormer owner. He saw 
the play when Miss Mason was re- 
hearsing it on the Riviera, and had 
Lionel Wallace buy it for him. 
Miss Mason first intended to pro- 
duce it herself in France, and even 
obtained working permits for her 
company of 16. Other difficulties she 
experienced, made her give up the 
idea, and temporarily turned to 
writing stories «nd verse. Her jail 
ballads will soon be published. 


LONDONERS NO LIKE 
AMERICAN ‘LEFT BANK’ 


London, Oct. 10. 

Closings Saturday night (8), in- 
cluded Ivor Novello’s play ‘Party,’ 
and Elmer Rice’s ‘Left Bank.’ 

‘Party’ had a nice run and was 
bought by Metro. Londoners didn’t 
care much for Elmer Rice’s Ameri- 
can conception of artist life in Paris. 
It lasted only two weeks. 


Geraldine-Joe Stopped 
By British Age Rule 
London, Oct. 10. 

Geraldine and Joe, scheduled to 
open at the Holborn Empire today 
(10) are out of the show on the in- 
tervention of the British educa- 
tional authorities. Authorities say 
they have proof that Geraldine is 
under the legal stage age. 

Ruling affects not only the Hol- 
born Empire, but ten more vaude 
weeks. 














Paris World Premiere 
For Romberg Operetta 


Paris, Oct. 1. 

First Romberg play to have its 
world premiere in Paris will be 
‘Roses of France,’ a romantic oper- 
etta in three acts, which Maurice 
Lehmann will produce at the Chate- 
let, to follow ‘Nina Rosa.’ Book is 
by Mouzy-Eon and Alfred Wille- 
metz. It shows the Versailles of the 
Louis period. American rights, as 
usual for Lehmann shows, are held 
by Irvin Marks. 

Willemetz, who will thus draw 
royalties from the Chatelot, is him- 
self part owner of the Bouffes 
Parisiens. ‘Nina Rosa’ grosses, 
which averaged $600 a show when 
Bauge’s part was played by a sub- 
stitute, jumped to $1,000 the minute 
Bauge went back, so opening date 
for ‘Roses of France’ is still in- 
definite. 


SSOCIAL'ZED THEATRE’ 
RUINS LATIN STAGE 


Rome, Sept. 29. 

The competition of the State with 
private theatrical and operatic com- 
panies is making itself felt more and 
more. The so-called ‘Thespian 
Chariot’ companies of the State or- 
ganization, known as the O.D.N. 
(Workers’ Spare Time Movement), 
though not actually subsidized, have 
all the influence of the State behind 
them, and the millions of lire annu- 
ally subscribed by the _ 1,500,000 
Fascist members of the O.D.N. in 
Italy. Of these millions of lire, they 
only receive a small amount, but 
they look like running the privately 
organized traveling theatrical com- 
pany out of business. 

The official figures published for 
the summer season of the “Thespian 
Chariot’: three traveling dramatic 
companies show that 203 perform- 
ances were given in 131 different 
towns and villages in 53 different 
provinces of the country. 

The chief object of the ‘Thespian 
Chariots’ is to interest the working 
class in the theatre by bringing it 
to their doors and offering it at very 
small admission charges. But, in- 
cidentally, though this is not what 
they are aiming ..t, they are giving 
the old-fashioned touring company, 
already struggling for life, the final 
blow. 


Paris Light Problem 


Paris. Oct. 1. 

Lighting is still the biggest head- 
ache in Paris for producers of in- 
ternational standard. There is 
strictly no native, lighting expert. 
Erie Charrell, currently’ staging 
‘White Horse Inn’ at the Mogador, 
arranged for Gibbons to come from 
London and advise on the spots and 
floods. 

Had Francis F. Mangan, current- 
ly busy in London, been in Paris at 
the moment, efforts would have been 
made by Charrell to have Para- 
mount ask him to help. 











Rex Ingram Himself 

Rex Ingram’s latest picture, star- 
ring Rex Ingram and called ‘Baroud,’ 
—_ trade-shown in London Sept. 
28. 

No members of the critical press, 
other than local trade papers, were 
invited, the general release of the 
picture not falling due until well 
into next year, and the renters ar- 
guing no good purpose could be 
served by national publicity. 


Hotels Fix Rates 
During the worst of depression 
last summer the leading London 
hotels offered drastic inducements 
to prospective guests—so much so 
none of them profited by such 
throat-cutting competition. 
They have now gotten together 
and agreed upon a minimum rate 
for standard accommodation. 








Lyceum Relighting 
The Lyceum, which has been 
closed since Cochran's production of 
‘The Miracle’ folded there, reopens 
Oct. 11 with an Archie de Bear 
revue called “Here We Are Again!” 


Berry Quit ‘Widow 
After considerable friction at re- 
hearsals for the Hippodrome revival 











a big success here, 





(Continued on page 62) 


London Show World 


CZENOW’S TALENT HUNT 


Michel Czenow, of Universum 
Agency, Paris, is spending a month 
in New York on a talent hunt. 


Czenow is looking over acts for 
British Gaumont and other variety 
theatres on the other side. 





TOM PATRICOLA SAILS 


Tom Patricola, with Louise Carr 
and the Wheeler Twins, all in his 


act, sailed for Paris, Oct. 8. 

They'll play the Continental capi- 
tals and London for almost two 
months. 


Mina de Cock Dies 
The Hague, Oct. 1. 


Mina de Cock, 49, the Dutch 
revue star, died in Amsterdam. She 
was discovered by the late Frits 
van Haarlem, who for years was the 
leading Dutch vaudeville-manager. 

She appeared in the Hall and 
Rido revues and was not only pop- 
ular with the public but also with 
co-artists, 


a —_—_—_ 





Leningrad, Sept. 2 
American theatre is on the down. 
grade and its speedy decline is just 
one more symptom of the impending 


collapse of the whole capitalist sys. 
tem. A large and festive Russian 
audience, including the cream of the 
Soviet theatre world, was given as- 
surances to this effect by the only 
American speaker, Prof. H. W. I, 
Dana of Cambridge, Mass. 

The occasion was the 100th an- 
niversary of the Alexandrinsky 
Theatre, now known as the State 
Theatre of Drama. The Commissar 
of Education, Andrew Bubnov, was 
on the stage among the theatrical 
personnel, which ranged from post- 
;revolutionary youngsters to octo- 
genarians. 

The speech of the evening was 
the Commissar’s. Comrade Bubnov 
spoke over two hours. It took the 
celebration days to get over it. Then 
Prof. Dana was summoned to the 
stage in behalf of the foreign dele- 
gations. Having come from Amster- 
dam where he took part in an anti- 
war congress, Prof. Dana began by 
telling them that he ‘has gladly 
come five thousand miles from New 
York to Leningrad to attend this 
jubilee. Then: 

All Good But U. S. 

‘I have recently studied the drama 

of the chief theatre centers of vari- 


(Continued on page 62) 


NEGRO OTHELLO, WHITE 
DESDEMONA IN MOSCOW 


Moscow, Sept. 21. 
Two of the 22 Negroes who came 
to Russia to help make a motion 
picture which never came off will 
remain here for some time for pro- 
fessional engagements. 


Wayland Rudd will play Othello 
with an all-Russian supporting cast. 
He will speak his lines, of course, 
in English while all the rest of the 
characters do their Shakespeare in 
Russian. One of the most gifted of 
the younger actresses, Clavdia Mik- 
hailovna Poliovakova, until recently 
of the Mali Theatre Studio, has been 
cast for Desdemona. Rudd has ape- 
peared in several Broadway produce 
tions. After the Othello perform- 
ance he expects to return to New 
York. 

Sylvia Garner, whose forte is 
Negro jazz and folk songs, has been 
engaged for a series of concerts in 
Moscow. 

Several of the other Negroes are 
remaining likewise but to do work 
outside the amusement field; unless 
the only English newspaper in Mos- 
cow—where several will work—may 
be considered amusing enough for 
inclusion in that category. 











Retrenchment Hitting 
French State Stages 


Paris, Oct. 2. 
Opera Comique once more in fin<- 
ancial trouble, resulting in Manager 


ignation of his partner a year ago. 
Theatre gets a state subsidary, but 
management is tied up by all sorts 
of strict by-laws, which mean run- 
ning at a loss. ; 

Appointment of manager is made 
by the Minister of Fine Arts. Real 
trouble is that too much highbrow 
stuff is being insisted on by critics, 
and that the French paying public 
really wants music less pretentious 
and more tuneful. Rene Gadane is 
acting pro-tem for the government 
as a kind of unofficial receiver. 

Comedie Francaise, also state 
subsidized, is likewise in financial 
trouble. Appropriations for reserve 
funds have to be cut, and some of 
the company let out. 

Alhambra, big nabe vaudefilm 
house, is closing for one week, but 
because it is preparing to revert to 
straight vaude policy. 


Hensen Turns Comic 


London, Oct. 19. 
For the first time in his lengthy 
eareer Leslie Henson will assume ® 





comedy role in the ‘Dick Whitiing- 
ton’ pantomime which Julian Wylie 
will produce in the London Hippo- 
drome on Christmas day. 

Fay Compton has the title role. 





Masson resigning, following the res- ° 
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(Continued from page 50) 


was for her pet charity, musicians 
erphanase. 

Miss Ulric has the sort of role she 
goes best—sexy, passionate and 
tyrannical. Chief in support is Ar- 
thur Margetson, an English player, 
and a good choice as Finale. Mil- 
Jara F. Mitchell as props got som: 
laughs, calling Nona ‘frauleen.’ Hans 
Hansen, impersonating a fat ’cellist. 
butler in ‘The 


not as good as his 
Social Register,’ with Miss Ulric. 
Patricia Calvert, sort of a pest as 


the star’s secretary, but who saved 
her from affairs with ‘two violinists, 
a press agent and a basso profundo. 
There is a colored player, Oscar 
Polk, amusing as the train porter, 
gimilar to the part he played in 
4Once in a Lifetime.’ 

Some German lines got across, 
Miss Ulric speaking hers very well. 
Her personal draw should carry 
‘Nona’ for a time, but more so on 
tour. lbee. 

b J 
OL’ MAN SATAN 

Morality play, with incidental music by 
Donald Yeywood. Presented by Shillwood 
Productions, with all-colored cast at the 
Forrest, New York, Oct. 3, $2.50 top. 
Staged and directed by William A. Shilling. 
Seventy-five players are listed by name and 
there is an offstage choir said to number 
60 more. 

Matan...cccccccvccsess A. B. 
Ps Suc ceeseseeekescecesnces Dan Michaels 
POOP. ccc cess eoevesess+seee-Lionel Monagas 
Ma Jackson........Mime. Georgette Harvey 
BEG E sc Koch eeeeceetesocccoces Mike Jackson 


Comatheire 


MOSES... ceeeeeceeeeseess Laurence Chenault 
Noah. ..cccccccccccccceses- Hayes L. Proctor 
David. .ccccecccocesess+- Walter Richardson 
Becky. .ccscececseeess.- Mary Jane Watkins 
OLA A4 0O48 6068S Us cee eeens Florence Lee 





Public response to this newcomer 
as an inferior No. 2 ‘Green Past- 
ures’ is inevitable. Narrative deals 
with the rise and fall of Satan as 
the legend is recounted by a negro 
mammy to her pickaninny babe. 
Author is a British West Indian 
who also wrote the score which 
provides the whole piece with a mu- 
sical background. 

Musical side of the piece is vastly 
better than its literary substance, 
for this real negro morality play 
altogether misses the tender naivete 
that made the prime appeal of 
‘Pastures.’ Scenes are talky and 
pointless and instead of the gentle 
humor of the Mare Connolly play 
it has nothing better than an oc- 
casional comic twist. 

Understood the production is 
hooked up economically despite its 
enormous personnel, so that it can 
run on a gross of about $5,500 a 
week. The house is ‘in on’ the at- 
traction and will do everything to 
encourage it. For which reasons it 
is difficult to gauge its stay. There 
are probably sufficient special au- 
dience circles from which it will 
draw and these may keep it going 
for some weeks, but there is small 
chance for the piece with the gen- 
eral public on its merit. 

The religious side may attract 
Bome people and the singing of the 
colored choir is almost worth a visit, 
but as literary product and for en- 
tertainment, it’s a weak sister. 

History of how the piece came to 
presentation is interesting. It all 
began as a project for the Lafayette 
in Harlem where the cast was as- 
sembled. Next stage was the use 
of the Forrest for rehearsals. Op- 
erators of a hotel chain, of which 
the Forrest hotel in the same build- 
ing is one, saw the rehearsals and 

ave the producers encouragement. 

illiam S. Shilling, connected with 
the film business, liked the prospect 





and bank-rolled it through prepara- 
tion. 

People concerned in the play gave 
it remarkable devotion, 


them walking to rehearsals from 


Harlem when funds were low dur- 
ing the five months or so it has 
been in preparation. Settings and 
costumes were acquired through 
miracles of economy and the elab- 
orate equipment of lights and such 
; accessories were provided by last- 


| minute 


financing. 

Play opens on a divided in 
half, left side a cabin dooryard and 
right interior of a negro cabin 
Curtain is split and masks the dark 
half while the action goes on in the 


stage 


other, Same device is used at other 
times, but some scenes are on full 
stage. Opening episodes have to do 
with Ma Jackson's children going 
off to camp meeting, leaving one 
small boy at home with Mammy, 


who begins to tell him the story of 
Satan as the action fades into the 
visual playing of the legend. 


but the likeness ends with the struc- 
ture. Play itself is merely a series 
of jerky incidents having to do with 
the plottings of the Devil for the 
downfall of mankind, using such 
ready instruments as Pride, Greed, 
Intemperance, Jezebel and the like. 
Much of the acting is stilted and 
unreal and almost all the writing is 
crude. 

Best moments of the evening are 
those given over to the singing of 
the back stage ensemble and the 
high light is the singing of Walter 
Richardson concerned in one epi- 
sode about the Devil's plotting 
against David. 

Finale is a rather good bit of 





spectacle staging, but it falls short 
principally because the musical ac- 
companiment for the incident is 
weak. Devil, having failed to 
achieve the downfall of man by his 
manifold plots, sends hordes of his 
myrmidons on earth to preach con- 
flicting doctorines, thus to confuse 
the True Belief. 

Stage is filled with a jumbled 
crowd in dim lights, as the differ- 
ent preachers rise here and there in 
the garb of all nations and urges 
each his special creed, the little 
groups and their leaders being illu- 
minated for a moment by a brilliant 
spot. Out of the confusion there 
gradually develops a single religious 


spirited musical expression to clinch 
it. This was missing in the score 
and a strong idea went glimmering 
for its lack. Rush. 


THE OTHER ONE 


Drama in three acts 
Biltmore Oct. 3 by Thomas Kilpatrick; 
written by Henry Myers; Helen Ford fea- 
tured; staged by Harold Winston. 


presented at the 


JIM. . cccccccccccccccccesses.-George Baxter 
DOCctOr, .ccoscocecccccccesess- Frank Andrews 
Martha. ....cccccccccccecess. Lida McMillan 
Claire. ..«. eo ecccccceccccecesces Helen Ford 


Mrs. F100d...ccccesceeeees- Florence Vroom 
Mr. FI00d...cccceccvcesseesss-- George Nash 
Grandfather. ecoeeseeseFuller Mellish 





The author had an idea in writing 
‘The Other One,’ but picked himself 
a tough assignment, starting with 
a death and having the shadow of 
the departed in evidence throughout 
the play. He calls it a romantic 
ghost story, but it’s rather an un- 
comfortable night in the theatre and 
destined to eclipse. 

Jim is an only son of the Floods, 
father being wealthy and not much 
on art. Boy makes the mistake of 
marrying Christine, who is passing 





Similarity to ‘Pastures’ is obvious, | 


chant, presumably symbolizing the 
True Faith. Germ of an effective 
idea is there, but it requires a} 


to the beyond as the curtain ieeed 


| YOUKI 


(Continued from page 51) 


many of | 


home. Then the second 
shows a bar in the acti 


Vincial 


stanza ess 


house in Paris. After that the play 
really begins, when the third act 
taxes piace in the actress’ bedroom 
However poor the play, there is in 
it an idea that could be used for a, 
short screen sketch, or even adapted 
for a stage curtain raiser. Produc- 
tion is of the cheapest kind, and 


dresses are dowdy. 

Parisys, veteran eccentric actress 
tops the bil] in the part of a young 
actress. She overacts. Leading man 
is done by Paul Bernard as the so- 
so college boy in a so-so way. 
| part which from the acting point of 
view is satisfactory from end to end 
is Aquistapace, as the guardian. He 
|} is of the bulky type, somewhat sim- 
ilar to Raimu, and gives an Al per- 
formance. Mari, 


Girl of Good Family 
(‘Jo hazbol valo urilany’) 


‘ Budapest, Sept. 28. 
A comedy in three acts by Jance Vaszary. 


first presented by Vigszinhaz on Sept. 25, 
1982. In the cast Margit Dayka, Teri 
Fejes, Csortos, Rajnay, Kertesz, Hajmass 


and others. 





| Hilariously funny, this new play 
jgets the auditorium rocking with 
laughter, recalling the old days of 
risque French comedy. Janos Vas- 
vary has studied the style of ‘La 
Dame de chez Maxim’s,’ ‘Controleur 
des Wagons-Lits’ and other naughty 
{French classics, but he has entirely 
|modernized it and made it young 
and exhilarating again. He has a 
happy sense of comic situations and 
knows how to exploit them. 

The story is pretty naughty, but 
Vaszary has varnished it with a lit- 
tle philosophy. The half-serious at- 
titude does not fit in well with Vas- 
zary’s usual style, but he discards 
it after the first act, to plunge into 











'Her twin sister, Claire, arrives 
|shortly afterward. 

Chris is everything to Jim. She 
| had taken poison by mistake, and his 
\grief is boundless, His father never 
went for Chris very much and con- 
nives to have Claire woo the lad. 
Claire being so like her sister, it is 
hard to tell them apart. But there 
lis a difference. Whereas Chris was 
|gay and adored colors, Claire is 
| sober-minded vengeful and goes in 
| for black. 

Proximity to Jim while he is 
making a new statue to replace that 
of Chris’ which is smashed, ends in 
| his proposal of marriage and dec- 
llaration of love. Before the cere- 
mony Claire tells Jim’s father that 
it was she who switched bottles in 
the medicine chest, and therefore 
really murdered her sister. Claire 
violently states her case, saying her 
sister was always ahead of her, 
even to taking the man she loved— 
Jim. 

The 
| through. 
| Jim to take her away on a honey- 
| moon at once. She feels that Chris’ 
|}soul is present in the house, and 
|for the same reason he refuses. 
| There is a clouded finale. Whether 
the figure with its arms extended is 
Claire or Chrissie is a guess. 

Helen Ford, heretofore known in 
|musical comedy, is featured as 
Claire. George Baxter is Jim. 
|George Nash, a leading actor of 
other days, is present, but the play- 
ing generally is enervating. lbee. 


| 
| 





off-stage ceremony goes 
Then Claire pleads with 





The | 


burlesque, where 


MANOLITA 


le " 
|frank and joyous 
| he is at his best 


| 
| 
| 


A good little girl who has lost he Budapest, Sept. 25. 
job is in the direst need In her Operetta in three acts Kook by Imre 
despair she answers the advertise- | Harmath. Mus A... Szaboles Fenyes. ae 

: : Ser € ovarosi (Upere a ea e 
ment of a doctor who requires, for! ; m4 qa naat?: Hamnale Youths. 
the purposes of me dical research, a! Nus Somogy Ratkay Solths J rrigo, 
girl who is going to have a baby Kalman Latabar, Olly Szoh 
He keeps her in his house for con- | ames 
stant observation. takes the utmost More a revue than an operetta, 
care of her, surrounds her with All the attraction there was about 
things pleasant to look upon, while | ts much-talked or new m AGC l 
}the poor girl, in mortal fear lest she | /@y in the production \s local 
| should be found out and lose the | Standards go, a lot of money was 
splendid job, manages to put off an | Spent on sets representing a ball at 
examination from day to day, and|the Paris Opera, a rose festival at 
learns the necessary symptoms by | Nice, ete., and on Hannah Honthy's 
heart out of her benefactor’s medi- | beautiful clothes. There is no say- 
eal library ing whether ‘Manolita’ will have a 

The tension and the all-too-tender | career abroad, because it is all pro- 


; treatment get on her nerves, : 
she allows the kind, unworldly doc- What plot there is centers round 
tor’s gay friend to take her out to a/a@ beautiful opera singer, Manolita, 
night club to have a good time be- | whom one of her admirers, a super- 
fore she is found out. They have a|@nnuated marquis, presents with a 
|night of mad revelry, but the girl is| Priceless family jewel. This is 
still incorrigibly innocent when the| stolen from her, the burglar being 
doctor dis¢ overs her. After sundry | none other than the marquis’ son, 
| misunderstandings, he has the great- who resents the old man’s lavishness 
est disappointment of his life upon|in shedding family heirlooms upon 
discovering that she is inno ent, | lovely opera singers. In the course 
|but since he has in the meantime |0f burgling, the son also falls in 
| fallen in love with the object of his | love with Manolita, and vice versa. 
experiment, he makes the best of a| There is a happy end. The opening 


| 2 
and | duction and no play. 


bad job and marries her. performance last fully four and a 
A brilliant performance, with the | half hours. — : 

actors obviously enjoying them- Szaboles Fenyes is a very young 

|selves as much as anybody, did a/COmposer, who showed promise of 


great deal towards making the new | Original talent in the score of ‘Maya’ 
play a big hit. Played less lightly | 4st year, but he has not made good 
. " every- | With ‘Manolita.’ Book and score are 


}it might jar, but as it was = mae 

body laughed too much _ to be | overlong and often tiring. ; 
|shocked. Besides Margit Dayka,|_ First night success was mainly 
in the part of the girl of|@ue to Hannah Honthy, who is a 
good family who has the mis-|Y°'Y clever actress, always in good 


. ’ ; |} taste, and knows how to make her- 
fortune of being innocent and must | 


pretend to be bad, most of the hon- 
ors go to Rajnay, in the part of the 
doctor, Csortos, in the very funny 
part of an elderly great actor who 
must pretend to the ardour of 
Romeo on the stage but is scarcely 
able to do so in private life, and 
Teri Fejes, who plays a naughty 
girl with bubbling temperament, 


KAROUSSEL 


self beautiful. ‘Manolita’ will prob- 
ably have an average run, though 
money spent lavishly on the produc- 
tion calls for more than that, 


‘Five Star’ in Swedish 
Stockholm, Sept. 29. 
Royal Dramatik Theatre has ob- 
tained rights to ‘Five Star Final’ 
and ‘Domino,’ which will be done 
late this season or as openers for 
next year. 








To eeepc seine. centtine —«- genaanag AANA QP, Sh 











(‘Merry Go-Round’) 
Paris, Oct. 1. 
A tussian production. Produced by 
taoul Audier. At the Potiniere, Paris, 
Sept. 20. 





“A Source of Comfort 


Through the Years” 
When you buy LIFE INSUR 


ANCE you are buying a SAFE 
and SOUND investment— 


A strictly vodka show on lines ex- 
actly similar to Nikita  Balieff’s 
‘Chauve Souris, made up of about 
15 sketches. Company numbers 12 
on stage and a pit orchestra of 
eight, led by Vladimir Andreeff. 

Productien is by Eugene Karous- 
sel. who m.c.’s before the curtain 
between numbers. Some of these 
would benefit by compressing con- 
siderably, most of them presenting 
nothing especially original, but some 
of the music is very tuneful. Much 
use is made of screens with a space 
cut out to permit an actor to in- 
sert his face and sing from behind 
a painted shape—one of these mak- 
ing him act the part of a parrot. 

Two specialty Russian dancers, 
the Koudriavtzeff, are okay. Best 
numbers are one where four actors 
in four niches give an impression 
of a marionette theatre; and one 
where Schumann's ‘The Grenadiers’ 
is sung by three men—two in Napo- 
leonic Grenadier costumes singing 
Grenadier lines: and one in period 
costume opens by singing the in- 
troduction. 

Show is in the Potiniere for a 
limited one-month engagement, and 
if sufficiently advertised should get 
enough caviar lovers to the 300- 
seater for that duration. Mazi, 


An investment that will yield an 
INCOME each month for the 
rest of your life at a time when 
you are no longer able to earn a 
decent income. 


BETTER TO HAVE INSUR- 
ANCE AND NOT NEED IT 


THAN TO NEED INSURANCE 
AND NOT HAVE IT! 


For further information write 


JOHN J. 


KEMP 


Established 1910 
551 Fifth Ave. N.Y.C. 


— 





Phones: Murray Hill 2-7838-7839 


























JOHN ANDERSON 
“Journal” 


FOR 


WALTER WINCHELL 
“Mirror” 


FOR 


REX WEBER 


WISHES TO THANK 


BURNS MANTLE 





BROOKS ATKINSON ROBERT GARLAND 
“Times” “World-Telegram” 
FOR FOR 








“A motion is in order 
the show ‘Rex Weber's Revue’ in 
honor of the man who stepped 
upon the stage and sang a song 
With his lips motionless. Not only 
is his freakish singing amusing, 
but his straight singing of a de- 
pression theme song, ‘Brother, Can 
You Spare a Dime,’ made the big- 
gest hit I’ve ever heard on the 
revue stage.’ 


to rename 





“There is a tuneful melody 
called ‘Brother, Can You Spare a 
Dime,’ and another named ‘Whis- 
tling for a Kiss." The latter num- 
ber helped Rex Weber, recruited 
garner the 


from vaudeville, to 


show-stopping orchids.” 








“News” 

FOR 
“A sizable hat was scored by a 
modest ventriloquist named Rex 


Weber who has, they tell me, been 
exhibiting his motionless pe and 
throat control voice m vaudeville 
for years.” 








“ Whistling for a K ise’ by 
Richard Meyers bas a way with it 
particularily wnen Rex Weber de- “Rex Weber iv the highlight of 
votes to the best the show,” 
this column has studied for many 
a year.” 


ventriloguism 


























ARTHUR RUHL 


JOHN MASON BROWN 


ARTHUR POLLOCK 


KELCEY ALLEN BEN WASHER 




















“Herald Tribune” “Post” “Eagle” “Women’s Wear” “Telegraph” 
FOR FOR FOR FOR FOR 
“You will) discover a new come- “Tine individual who carried off 
“Rex Weber, who took the c “Rex Weber is a versatile per dian named Rex Weber, who sings the comedy honore is one Rex & 

R ; site Alin asset f er looking at one minute like with his mouth motionless and Weber. He is a valuable asset to “‘Americana’ brings Rex Wet 
part in ‘Brother, Gan You Spare orm : does other tricks besides, but ie at ‘Americana.’ He is not only a fine er’s ventriloquism from vaudevihe 
a Dime,’ was a comparative Harpo Marx and at another being the same time no exhibitionist but comic, but, unlike most of them én the 4 h it 

) > legit ate -atre # 
mountain of strength with his able to put his comedy behind him a sincere and humble fellow with he can sing well. Why Weber has © SAS legnimate CHentre, os dios 
: ke the most of a good shining eyes who can put over a not been seen in our better-class canny voice manipulation and ex- 
clever and really amusing ven- and ma sei song Hke ‘Brother, Can You Spare theatres before this is one of the cellent entertainment” 
triloquism thumping song a Dime’ ag if a dime were the one mysteries of the theatrical busi 
thing in the world he needed.” ness 
































And Thank You, Mr. Lee Shubert and Mr. Jos. M. Gaites, for Gtving Me My Opportunity in “Americana,” Shubert Theatre, New York 
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Columnists on Wane 
Whether the Broadway column- 


ists are slipping or not, which seems 


to be a growing opinion, their care- 

lessness and manifested grave in- 
accuracies may achieve that neg- 
ative objective. Taking long chances 
is no secret in the columnizing rou- 
tine, but the manner in which they 
carelessly bandy names and places 
has become so obvious that with 
it has come an evident loss in in- 
terest. 3esides which there is the 
number of columnists both in and 
out of New York, and this multi- 
plicity can also be blamed. 

The peep-hole appeal of the av- 
erage Broadway column may be los- 
ing its grip because too many blat- 
ant errors have occurred, with the 
result it's shaking confidence in the 
general authenticity of the gossip. 
Eavesdropping or keyhole peeking is 
onty good so long as it packs a 
wallop and fortified, in the main, 
by a modicum of fact. But when 
the facts go awry, the ‘kick’ is 
gone. 

Already there are rumblings 
among the journalistic cognoscenti 
as to whether or not the re-vent epi- 
demic of books, films and plays con- 
cerning the columnist hasn't done 
much to chill public interest in and 
sympathy for the. personality col- 
umn conductor. 

But having its greatest negative 
effect is the general thinness of the 
“news,’ and the staleness or gen- 
eral insipidness of some of the 
items. This has become so notice 
able during the past few weeks that 
many who avidly peeked over their 
favorite columnist’s shoulder for 
an inside eyeful of what’s going on 
are now totally disinterested or 
blase about it, 

The newspaper bunch that knocks 
around Broadway knows how de- 
pendent are some of the printer's 
ink gossipers on their friendly allies 
for tip-off stuff. Such allies do not 
exclude press agents who retail 
gags and sundry addenda in ex- 
change for a friendly mention, or 
the use of a personality’s name in 
connection. That these p. a.’s have 
been crossing some of the column- 
ists by slipping ’em simultaneous 
news, so that it appears coincident- 
ally in two or more columns, has 
been another setback for the col- 
umn conductors. While it’s true 
that once they're bitten, the col- 
umnist is ‘off’ an unreliable source, 
that has happened, from. divers 
sources, quite a bit of late. 

In ‘a measure, ‘apart from the 
p. a.’s, there are certain volunteer 
news tipsters who hang around the 
nite spots, .spéaks, sandwicheries 
and restaurants where the column- 
ists make their nocturnal rourds, 
and too often the same quip or gag 
or bit of gossip is retailed to sev- 
eral people in the course of the 
same session, or same evening. As 
a result, more than one profes- 
sional gossip-collector encounters 
the same items. 

Perhaps the paucity of sufficient- 
ly ‘live’ info has been another deter- 
rent. But all in all the columnists 
have been reaching so wide, and not 
being particular about what they 
spear, that there is the matter of 
two columnists on one page with 
one saying ‘yes’ and the other ‘no’ 
on the same item the same day. 

The greatest detractors of the 
col: mnists appear to be the people 
whom they mention, usually in a 
favorable light. Though flattered, 
these individuals go out of the way 
to let everybody know about it and 
how far from fact is the story. 


Kreuger Still There 

Jess Krueger is still writing for 
the Chicago ‘American,’ although his 
column is out. It was previously 
reported that he was leaving that 
sheet. 

In another six months Kreuger 
will have been with Hearst 26 years. 
Understood that elimination of his 
column may only be temporary. 


Danny Ahearn Connects 


Danny Ahearn’s newspaper story, 
‘Picture Snatcher,’ has been ac- 
cepted for publication by Farrar 
and Rinehart. Due in book form 
about Jan. 1. George Bye did the 
contacting. 

Story tells of the extremes to 
which papers go to secure photo- 
graphs and some other inside not 
heretofore in print. 

Yarn is unusual in having been 
first submitted for pictures before 
a try being made for publication, 


Baseball Writers’ Break 


Following the lead taken by the 
New York chapter of the Baseball 
Writers’ Association in selecting 
William Hennigan, of Macfadden’s 
defunct ‘Evening Graphic,’ as of- 
ficial scorer for the recent World's 
Series on the New York end, the 
parent organization, at its annual 





‘Sons’ ($2.50) 

‘Sheltered Life’ ($2.50)... 
‘The Fountain’ ($2.50).... 
‘Inheritance’ ($2.50)... 

| ‘Peking Picnic’ ($2.50)... 

‘Three Sheet’ ($2.50).... 





‘Death In The Afternoon’ (3.50) 
‘March Of Democracy’ ($3.509)..... 


‘Epic Of America’ ($3.75) 


‘Let's Start Over Again’ ($1.50) 





| Best Sellers 


Best sellers for the week ending Oct. 8, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 


Non-Fiction 


‘More Merry Go Round’ ($3.00).... 


‘Van Loon’s Geography’ ($3.75)......By Hendrick Wilton Van Loon 


»...By Pearl S. Buck 
+eeee.-By Bilen Glasgow 
--By Charles Morgan 
.. By Phyllis Bentley 

By Ann Bridge 
seoeeeeee By Tiffany Thayer 


By Ernest Hemingway 

seeeeee By James Truslow Adams 
Anonymous 

By James Truslow Adams 





By Vash Young 





imously to turn over the major 
league scoring in '33 to members 
out of work. 

An amendment to the Associa- 
tion’s rules was necessary to effect 
the change and has the approval of 
Commissioner Landis and the pres- 
idents of both major leagues. The 
scorers usually are chosen by the 
club presidents in co-operation with 
the Writers’ Association. Their 
salary is paid by the league, which, 
in turn, collects dues from the in- 
dividual clubs. 





His Own Book Agent 


Albert Stevens Crockett wrote 
‘Old Waldorf, Bar Days,’ a history 
of the famous bar including 491 
cocktail and mixed drink recipes. 
It was published a year ago. 
Crockett is now out with a cir- 
cular in which he tells that he ob- 
tained a judgment against the pub- 
lisher for royalties but was unab‘e 
to collect because there was no 
cash. He is offering the $3.50 book 
for $2 in the hope of being able 
to sell a sufficient number to be able 
to collect the judgment. Previous 
books were ‘Peacocks On Parade,’ 
‘When James Gordon Bennett was 
Caliph of Bagdad’ and ‘Revelations 
of Louise’ Says he has another 
but won't tell the title lest that be 
taken before he can arrange pub- 
lication. 


Liquor Recipes 

One of the most practical likker 
recipe books of its sort is the Mac- 
rae-Smith company’s publication of 
‘The Art of Mixing’ (75c, by 
James A, Wiley in collaboration 
with Helene M. Griffith. It’s a sim- 
ple and concise booklet listing 235 
recipes and it’s as simply explained 
as it’s breezily written. 

It’s designed for the home drink 
mixer and not the professional bar- 
tender who never wants for the va- 
rious props. 


London Critic Bows Out 


Dudley Leslie, one of the youngest 
stage critics, left the ‘Sunday 
Dispatch’ film and theatre desk 
Oct. 1, to take a trip round the 
world for a year. Leslie’s health has 
not been good, and he has literary 
contracts which require attention. 
His desk on the London ‘Dispatch’ 
will be taken by Connery Chappell, 
who did the film page on the paper 
the previous year, giving it up for 
a copy tray. Last named, who was 
with ‘Variety's’ London office for 
some years, has a first novel just 
coming out. 


Delayed By Iliness 

Continued illness of General John 
F, Daniell is holding up that pro- 
posed ‘The Journal of Fair Play,’ 
plans for which he had been pre- 
paring before his sudden removal to 
the hospital. 

Understood that the magazine 
was to voice the sentiment of the 
Army and Navy Club, of which 
General Daniell is one of the big 
guns, on such subjects as the bonus, 
armament and like matters in which 
the military and navy men might 
be interested. 

In view of General's illness, un- 
likely the mag will appear before 
the new year. 


German Papers Merged 

Milwaukee ‘Herold,’ German daily 
suspended Oct. 1, has merged with 
the Sonntagspost and will be op- 
erated as a weekly beginning Oct, 
9 by National Weeklies, Inc. The 
‘Herold’ was 72 years old. 

It suspended once before when 
the whole staff went to the Civil 
War, 


Review Dr. Mayer’s Book 
Following is the book review 


from the New York ‘Times’ (9) 
on Dr. Edward Mayer's ‘The Cu- 
rative Value of Light,’ D. Appleton 
& Co. $1.50. Dr. Mayer is in 
charge of the National Vaudeville 
Artists’ sanatorium at Saranac 
Lake, N. Y. 

‘This small but authoritative 
book comes at a timely moment 
and ought to exercise a whole- 
some influence in the controlling 
and the subjecting to reason and 
knowledge of the craze for sun- 
bathing, sun-tanning, sun-lamp 
treatments, nudism and the al- 
lied fads that are sweeping the 
country. Dr. Mayer, who is di- 
rector of two Adirondack san- 
atoria and connected as consul- 
tant in his specialty of light 
therapy with several important 
hospitals, began studying this 
subject and experimenting with 
sun and light treatments twenty 
years ago and has continued the 
work ever since. He is the author 
ef a comprehensive and technic- 
ally scientific book on ‘Clinical 
Application of Sunlight’ and of 
an account of ‘The Present Status 
of Light Therapy.” When a man 
so well qualified to give advice on 
the curative value of light writes 
a book about it for popular read- 
ing it is surely time for the peo- 
ple who have been bronzing 
themselves at the seashore and 
are now examining the sun- 
lamps for sale everywhere, with 
thoughts of purchase, to stop, 
look and read. Dr. Mayer puts 
his scientific facts into a sim- 
ple, concise and readable style 
that, nevertheless, does not lessen 
their authoritative character. He 
sets forth the value and the 
dangers of the sun bath, explains 
the action of sunlight. on the body 
and discusses the effects tu be 
gained by the sun-lamp. He in- 
quires into the value of light 
treatment in certain diseases, has 
a chapter cn vitamins and an- 
other on irradiated substances, 
in a section on the sun-lamp 
versus sunlight he deals in detail 
with the sun-lamp, describing the 
construction of the various kinds, 
their values and dangers, dosage 
and manner of application. 
Throughout the book he stresses 
the advice: that the reader must 
understand what he is doing and 
must not forget the possible 
dangers of light unskillfully ap- 
plied. 


A Pout, After 14 Years 


Blanche Colton Williams not too 
kind to O. Henry upon her retire- 
ment from the chairmanship of the 
O. Henry Memorial Award Commit- 
tee after 14 years in the post. 
Although giving as her reason her 
desire to work on a biog of George 
Eliot, with the result that she can- 
not find time to supervise the selec- 
tions of the pieces in the best O. 
Henry manner for the Doubleday, 
Doran annual anthology, Mrs. Wil- 
liams, upon stepping out, calls O, 
Henry ‘dated.’ 


Benchley Returns 


Robert Benchley returned to New 
York Friday (7) from Hollywood for 
another season a: dramatic critic of 
the ‘New Yorker.’ 

He had been on the Coast acting 
and writing for Radio, finishing, 
with Bartlett Cormack, a script for 
John Barrymore’s next at that stu- 
dio, just prior to leaving, 


Radicals’ Syndicate 
More fiery members of the John 
teed Club, the group of radical 
scribblers; Rebel Poets and a num- 





Schaffer Sues Smith 

Suit has been filed in New York 
by Rosalind Schaffer, coast writer, 
against Frederick J. Smith 
$620.80, Writer charges this is due 
her for material used in Smith's for- 








meeting in Chicago, voted unan- 


mer publication, ‘Screen Weekly.’ 


for 


ber of similar organizations have 
|formed the Revolutionary Writers’ 
| Federation. Idea is to get out what 
| will be called a ‘Monthly Literary 
| Service’ from poetry to fiction, sup- 
| plied on a syndicate basis. Around 
}50 ‘proletarian’ newspapers and 


| 


{ 
mags already claimed to be con- 


| tracted for the service, 

| ‘Monthly Literary Service’ will 
| take contribs from outsiders if in 
keeping with radical thought. No 
|} payment, however, the contribs be- 
jing strictly in aid of'the cause. 

It’s also the plan of the Revolu- 
tionary Writers’ Federation to help 
lin the formation of similar groups |} 
in other large centers throughout 
the country, the aim being ‘to co- 
ordinate proletarian literary activl- 
ties.’ 

A break for the ‘proletarian scrib- 
blers,’ if the Revolutionary Writers’ | 
Fed can make them realize it. And 
a decided impetus for ‘the cause.’ 


Frame Ups 


William G. Hosie puts a kick in 
his story of a Cuban girl made the 
victim of the vice squad. Eva 
Garcia, heroine of ‘Sold’ (Macaulay), 
has a tough time of it. Decoyed 
from Cuba by a white slaver, she | 
is put in bondage in a factory town 
near Harrisburg. Escaping, she 
comes to New York where she gets 
a job in supper clubs, but she falls 


———<=s 


Sinclair Connects 


Gordon Sinclair's “Footloose In 
India” sold out on its first editian 
of 2,500 (published by Doubleday 
Doran and Gundy) in Teronto the 
first. day, A second printing was 
sold before the presses had Started 
to run. 

Reason is the publicity given 
Sinclair's travel articles which have 
been front paged in 22 Canadian 
dailies. Sinclair had been staff re. 
porter on the Toronto ‘Star’ and 
correspondent for ‘Variety.’ After 
four years on the ‘Star’ he was 
sent to Labrador and later to Eng- 
land on assignment. Fed up with 
routine palaver, he decided to write 
the way he would for ‘Variety,’ the 
home folks fell for it and he's been 
travelling ever since doing 200,000 
miles in 46 countries. 

Sinclair is now the highest paid 
reporter in Canada and leaves for 
the South Seas in December. Hig 
‘Footloose’ is one of the few bookg 
to get mention on Hearst's Inter- 
national News Service leased wires 
this season. 

Higest book sale ever recorded 
in Canada was “All Quiet on the 








a victim to a fake raid and goes 
on probation. After the third arrest ! 
she gets in a jam with a tough ring | 
and is shot to prevent her from tes- 
tifying after she has aided in the | 
arrest of some of the gang. | 

A sordid story but told with a 
simple power which grips. No pyro- 
technical protests against the sys- 
tem. Story gains its strength chiefly 
from the simple, graphic recital of 
apparent facts. Rather out of the 
ordinary. 


City Drops Winchell Matter 
Walter Winchell was in some- 
thing of a jam over a piece in his 
column which irked License Com- 
missioner yeraghty, and which 
fetched a summons from that de- 
partment for Winchell to submit to 
examination as to the source of his 
information. 
Being a municipal matter, it was 
taken up with Arthur J. W. Hilly, 
the corporation counsel of the City 
of New York, who tore up the sum- 
mons—and that ended that. 


O'Neill P. A.ing Dems 
Joseph Jefferson O'Neill, former 
New York ‘World’ reporter, who 
handled the publicity on the Ford 
Peace Ship expedition, is now con- 
ducting the press on the Coast for 
Roosevelt and Garner. O'Neill, at 
one time with the Hays organiza- 
tion, was recently one of the star 
men on the L. A. ‘Examiner.’ 

Miller's Studio Leave 
Max Miller, author of ‘I Cover 
the Waterfront,’ and currently un- 
der contract to Columbia, is on a 
six weeks’ leave of absence from 
that studio to complete his new 
novel, ‘He Went Away for a While.’ 
It’s the story of a reporter who had 
to write as the advertisers dictated. 

Miller is doing his writing at San 
Diego where he formerly was ship 
news reporter for the ‘Sun.’ 


S-H Coast Switches 

Allan C. Bartlett has left San 
Francisco (Scripps-Howard) ‘News’ ! 
as m. e. in favor of editorship of 
San Diego ‘Sun,’ also S-H. Frank 
Clarvoe promoted from assistant to 
m. e. job on ‘News,’ while Chris 
Lykke moved up from city ed’s chair 
to asst. m. e@. Morton Sontheimer 
new city ed. 


Mortimer On ‘Telegraph’ 

Lee Mortimer, former ‘Mirror’ 
columnist moved into the pages of 
the ‘New York Telegraph’ with a 
chatter column. 

It’ll be the first time the ‘Tele- 
graph’ has used this type of column. 


Hart’s Revival 

Percie W. E. Hart, who used to 
get out a series of small books, or 
‘narratales,’ on divers subjects, un- 
der the imprint of The Bibelot 
Brothers, has resurrected that pub- 
lishing concern, 

His first publication is a full 
sized book, a compilation of his own 
pleces previously published by him, 
under the new title of ‘Long Life 
and Happy.’ He will reprint many 
other old works which he formerly 
published. 

Hart is best remembered for his 
‘Hart’s Yarns,’ published back in 
1901 when he founded The Bibelot 
Brothers. At the time he also pub- 
lished a mag called ‘Base.’ 


Writes of ‘Casey’ 
Fowler, of the Harvey 
vertising Agency, is doing a bio- 
graphical story of C. S. ‘Casey’ 
Jones, to be titled ‘Transport Pilot 
No... 13.’ 


Guy Ad- 








Simon & Schuester will publish. 


Western Front,” of which 60,000 
were sold. Every copy was imported 
from England. 


Deil’s 5c Pulps 


Those two new-aeparture mags 
sponsored by Dell, details of which 
had been carefully guarded so that 
they would not be headed off, bow 
in this week. A couple of pulps, 
called ‘All-Western’ and ‘All-Detec- 
tive,’ their arrival will occasion no 
little interest in the publishing field 
in view of the fact that they will 
sell for a nickel. 

Price is a new low for pulps, half 
the price, even, of the chain store 
mags one of whose strongest sell- 
ing arguments have been their price 
—a dime. 

No question but that the Dell 
nickel mags will affect the other 
pulps. Ten cent price of the chain 
store magazines brought many of 
the others down tp the same price 
level, and the new action is virtu- 
ally certain to be repeated by the 
pulps now selling for a dime and 
even more. 

That Dell's move will cause the 
other pulp publishers to grumble 
goes without saying. The sales 
money is the pulps’ subsistence, and 
whether less specialized organiza- 
tions than Dell can make their 
mags go at a nickel is a question, 
Or, if they can, it may be slim pick- 
ings. 

Dell expects its nickel mags to 
go over in a big way, so much 80 
that preparations are set to convert 
the monthlies into weeklies in short . 
order. Carson Mowre, who is edit- 
ing the two mags, has _ sufficient 
material on 71 * this purpose, 


Cross Ssstion 

William Faulkner's new _ book, 
‘Light in August’ is offered on the 
jacket blurb as ‘less brutal than 
Sanctuary.’ It is, to a degree, but 
it is a grim, realistic recounting of 
southern episodes in which the male 
and female protagonists are a white 
woman and a mulatto who never 
meet. More character analysis than 
plot, but vividly told in Faulkner's 
peculiar style which achieves such 
compounded words as ‘hollerwhis- 
pering’ and ‘darkcaverneyed.’ 

It does not follow the usual pat- 
tern of narration but relates several 
intermingled stories. It is a cross 
section of life in a tiny southern 
town rather than a novel in the 
accepted sense, Published by Har- 
rison Smith and Robert Haas. 

Why McSarde!l Waits 

Roy McCardell tells inquirers that 
the further advéntures of his Aunt 
Angie and Uncle Oswald will not be 
related until people again start 
buying books at book prices. 

He argues that all and sundry 
know that he can write a book and 
he does not see the necessity for 
giving further gratuitous demon- 
stration. Says further that only the 
ambitious are writing books now, 
since there is no money and little 
honor in being hawked over a drug 
store counter for less than it costs 
to manufacture the volume. 


Chamberlain’s Fiction 

Arthur H. Chamberlain, west 
coast publisher who issues non- 
fiction books in addition to a couple 
of mags, also of a_ non-fiction 
nature, is adding fiction to his book 
list. First of his novels, to appear 
this week, is a tent show tale by 
Maurice L. Kusell and M. S. Merritt 
called ‘Marquee Ballyhoo.’ 

Under his new set-up, Chambers 
lain will divide his book list for the 
next year equally between fiction 
and non-fiction, Type of stuff 

(Continued on page 63) 
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Canada’s Stations 


Federal Control: 


Restrict Adv. 


Ottawa, Oct. 10. 
Chairman of the New National 
Radio Commission, which has been 
established under federal auspices 
to engage in the business of radio 
broadcasting ard to regulate and 
control the programs of all stations 
in Canada, is Hector Charlesworth, 
editor of ‘Saturday Night’ and a 
veteran theatrical critic and essay- 
ist. Vice-Chairman Thomas 
Maher, French-Canadian editor of 
Quebec, while tle third member is 
Lieut.-Col. W. A. Steel, director of 
Radio Research, National Research 
Council, Ottawa, who has been at- 


is 


tending the International Radio 
Conference at Madrid as Canada’s 
delegate. 


The commission will be assisted 
by Major Gladstone Murray of Lon- 
don, England, loaned for the purpose 


by the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration. It is anticipated that 
Canada’s national system of broad- 
casting stations will be largely pat- 
terned after the British organiza- 
tion. 

Preliminary to the establishment 
of the Canadian body was the report 
on the radio situation throughout 
Canada by a committee headed by 
Sir John Aird, which recommended 
a national chain, reduction in pri- 
vately-owned stations, deletion of 
much radio advertising and restrict- 
ed commercial time all along the 
line. The Aird committee recom- 
mended the appointment of a na- 
tional commission, the members of 
which should perform their duties 
without remuneration. The gov- 
ernment appointed the commission, 
but the salary of the chairman is 
$10,000, while the two others re- 
ceive $8,000. 

Considerable opposition was given 
to the scheme by private broad- 
casting stations in various Canadian 
cities and protests were forwarded 
to Ottawa. On the other hand, a 
Canadian Radio League was or- 
ganized some months ago to agitate 
for direct government control of 
broadcasting in the dominion. The 
president of that league, now inac- 
tive, was Graham Spry of Ottawa, 
formerly national secretary of the 
Canadian Clubs, but he has not re- 
ceived a commission appointment. 
He is now in the newspaper busi- 
ness. 

Opposition to the plan developed 
among the commercial stations be- 
cause of the admitted intention on 
the part of the. government to can- 
ce! the operating licenses of various 
broadcasters and the establishment 
of government stations in key lo- 
cations, a large appropriation al- 
ready having been set aside for this 
Purpose. The situation was such 
that several important stations did 
not proceed with mechanical and 
structural improvements, as well as 
Proposed .increase in wattage, be- 
cause of the probability that they 
would be put out of business. 

Chairman Charlesworth has long 
been a student of the theatre and is 
known to have a broadminded atti- 
tude toward the stage and the 
screen. One purpose of the commis- 
Sion is to encourage Canadian tal- 
ent, but Charlesworth has already 
Stated that Canadian writers gen- 
erlly have a long way to go, par- 
ticularly with radio technique. His 
big job for the present will be the 
Cutting down of commercial time 


Placed Under 


Commission to 
Among Reforms 





< 
Some Fun 





Current radio season finds a 


new high in the number of 
married couples working on 
the same programs. Most of 


the spliced teams are doing 
comedy acts. 

Among the commercial 
teams are George Olsen and 
Ethel Shutta (Canada Dry), 


Frank Crumit and Julia San- 


derson (Blackstone Cigar, 
NBC, and Bond Bread, CBS), 
Burns and Allen (Robert 


Burns), Jack and Sadie Benny 
(Canada Dry), ‘Easy Aces,’ 
Goodman and Jane Ace (La- 
voris) and Fred Allen\ and 
Portland Hoffa (Linit). 
Among the better known 
sustaining hub and frau acts 
are Breen and DeRose, NBC, 
New York, and Lee Sims and 
Ilomay Bailey, NBC, Chicago. 


CUBAN DIALERS REVOLT 
AGAINST RADIO TAXES 


Havana, Oct. 5. 
The most unpopular tax ever 
passed by the Cuban Congress is 


the recently approved radio tax 
which charges for the use of the 
receivers from $3 to $12 annually, 
according to number of tubes. 
When the law was passed it was 
intended to tax all the receivers in 
use and those disconnected would 
be sealed by government inspectors, 
but the people made known its 
protest and the secretary of the 
treasury ordered all radio sets, 
whether in use or not, taxed. 

The radio dealers complain sales 
have stopped and besides, all those 
who bought radio on the install- 
ment plan have returned the sets. 
To own a radio in Cuba is a real 
luxury. It is the most taxed object 
in the country. The list of taxes 
on radio are as follows: 5% as con- 
sular fee on the invoice, 28% duty 
in the custom house, 10% of the 
total duty extra for the public 
works fund, 144% as importing fee, 
14%% on the gross sales tax, 2% for 
all money collected, 5% as luxury 
tax, 4% for outgoing money, which 
in this case is the money sent to 
the manufacturers and, besides tax 
stamps, total about $2, which are 
pasted on the documents. 

The last day for the voluntary 
payment of the radio tax has 
passed and now an army of gov- 
ernment inspectors are after the in- 
surgent owners. 


KNX Announcer Loaned 
To KHJ at Top Salary 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
Emulating the picture’ studios, 
radio stations here are now borrow- 
ing one another’s contract talent. 
Stuart Buchanan, announcer at 
KNX, went to KHJ to play the lead 
in the new CBS nation-wide serial, 
‘Omar Khayyam,’ on a loan, 

He’s getting $75 for each appear- 
ance, a record price for an air actor 
hereabouts. 

Buchanan was manager of KHJ 
three years ago, for two weeks. 
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Murray’s Spot Open |, 


with 
have taken the attitude that any 
extension of their contracts is out 
unless the Society has passed upon 


tion. 
this recalcitrant group, particular- 


COUNTER BIDS Td 
ASGAP MEMBERS 


—_—--—_— 


Out to Break Up American 
Society— Would Hand 
Out $1,000,000 m Con- 
tracts for Self-Controlled 
Music Rights for Public 
Performance — Guaranty 
Offers Double Incomes 
from ASCAP 


LOOKING AHEAD TO ’35 





With the radio interests making 
strenuous efforts to create their 
own performing rights combine and 
generally offering a guarantee of 
close to twice the income derivable 
through the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
the directors of the Society are do- 
ing everything they can to expedite 
the signaturing of their own new 
10 year agreements with the pub- 
lishers and songwriters. 

Broadcasters’ plan of copyright 
organization holds out a definite 
scale of remuneration for both pub- 
lishers and songsmiths. This scale 
is founded upon the current year’s 
returns from the Society. 

Radio men have set out to bring 
into the fold six class A publishers 
to whom they will guarantee $60,- 
000 for each firm’s performing rights 
the first year of the contract; three 
class double B publishers are guar- 
anteed $45,000, and three of B or 
CC rank are assured an annual pay- 
ment of $30,000. 

Under the present mode of split- 
up prevailing in the American So- 
ciety, the class A firms for the 1931- 
32 term will obtain around $32,000 
each, the class double B music 
houses $24,000, and the B classified 
publishers, $16,000 each. 

For their project the broadcasters 
are figuring on collecting a mini- 
mum of 40 top, or close to top-rat- 
ing songwriters with 25 of them to 
be guaranteed $15,000 for the first 
year; 10 writers at $10,000 annual- 
ly, and five at $5,000 a year. 
By the time they have this organ- 
ization launched radio estimates it 
will have passed around something 
in the neighborhood of $1,000,000 in 
contracts, effective over the first 
year, with both national networks. 
NBC and Columbia, it is understood, 
doing underwriting. 
Broadcasters deduce that they 
will get half of this back from fees 
collected from such sources as the- 
atres, hotels, cafes, dancehalls, for- 
eign rights, etc. Deal given the pub- 
lishers and authors will allow them 
a percentage from this latter income 
in addition to the guarantee. 

Society’s Drive 
Faced by this competition the 
heads of the American Society are 
putting on a concerted drive to ob- 
tain the signatures on the new 10- 
year contract. Circular letters, per- 
sonal solicitations by the directors 
themselves, and other methods are 
being employed to quicken the pub- 
lisher-members into line. The com- 
posers and authors in turn are be- 
ing. subjected to special appeals 
from the officers of the Songwriters 
Protective Association. 

Malcontents 

Chief among the signature hold- 
suts are publishers discontented 
their classifications. These 


heir applications for reclassifica- 
It is upon the members of 


y those with extensive and valu- 
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and ASCAP, 


present agreement 
Dec. 31, 


in 
tracts were mailed out to the mem- 


ment 
previous assignment except for the 
insertion 
Clause 

that should the Society at any time 





) WANTS OWN MUSIC 








Set to Bolt? 





Reported that one of the 
biggest of the big 10 music 
publishers, controlling one of 
the most extensive and valu- 
able catalogs in the business, 
is pracitcally set to join the 
broadcasters’ performing rights 
combine. 

Details of the contract are 
still being gone over by at- 
torneys from either side of the 
deal, with the exchange of sig- 
natures anticipated within the 
next two weeks. Publishing 
firm involved is controlled by 
interests outside the music 
business. 


REPORT HEARST AFTER 
KFAC FOR $100,000 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

William Randolph Hearst is re- 
ported negotiating to buy KFAC, 
local 500 watt station, at a price 
said to be $100,000. Station is cur- 
rently the tie-in unit for the 
‘Herald-Express,’ local Hearst after- 
noon paper. 

Hearst has been In the market for 
a Los Angeles station for the last 














two years, with deals falling 
through to acquire KMTR and 
KMPC. 





standing publisning houses, plus 
the non-copyrighted music in the 
public domain, to draw upon, they 
figure they will have enough to 
cover their needs. 

Guarantee Double Income 
In addition to specjal plug con- 
cessions the broadcasters are of- 
fering 10-year agreements, dating, 
of course, from the expiration of 
radio’s current three-year contract 
with the Society, on a minimum 
basis for the first year of twice the 
income the publisher obtains for 
the 1935 period of his ASCAP con- 
tract. Terms for the subsequent 
years are to be individually worked 
out. 
Several of the approaches to pub- 
lishers have come from the NBC 
legal department. Spokesman here 
usually calls up with the query: 
‘Have you signed your new agree- 
ment yet?’ If the answer is in the 
negative, the publisher is advised: 
‘Well, then don’t until you talk to 
me first. Call me up when you're 
ready to talk terms.’ 
When the negotiations on the re- 
vised music tax struck a serious 
snag early last August the broad- 
casters discussed the possibilities of 
organizing their own performing 
rights combine from among estab- 
lished publishers. Word of this 
got to the Society, so that imme- 
diately after the new contract was 
approved between the broadcasters 
the latter’s directors 
unanimously adopted a resolution 





authorizing the Society to proceed 


the mem- 
of the 
expires 


to obtain from each of 
bers a 10-year extension 
which 
1935. 

But it wasn’t until the third week 
September that the new con- 
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From current indications Wil- 





able catalogs, that the broadcasting 
liam Murray, who held the title of | coterie has concentrated its atten- 
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voluntarily or involuntarily divest 
tself of any of the rights in a mu- 


and other restrictions on advertis- director of popular entertainment, | tion. sical work....in the absence of an 
ing over the air. will not be replaced in the NBC Approaching reps from radio de- | agreement between the composers 
The government already has the /artist bureau. Assignment was/Clare they’re not interested in go-;}and authors of the work, on the 
nucleus for a chain of public broad- ‘originally one of those carved out ing into the publishing business. | one hand, and the publishers, on 
r Casting units in the stations of the | py Murray himself and sold direct- | All they want is to gather into aj the other, specifically altering their 
; Canadian National Railways, the/ly to George B. McClelland. |copyright society of their own 10/rights here, such rights shall be 
ay State-owned rail system. There are! Offices formerly occupied by | or so publishers with catalogs that |owned and any moneys derived 
© 11 of these stations from coast to | Murray are now the quarters of |cover a wide and varied field of thereof shall be divided equally | 
7 Coast, but they have not been a suc- Mrs. Rockefeller King and the bu-j| popular and semi-popular music. | between the writers and the pub- 
ess, lreau’s club department. } With the libraries of these long- | lishers, i 


Golden Dreams of Chicago as Radio 
Production Centre Haven't Jelled; 
Glamorous New York Keeps Edge 


. 





Chicago, Oct. 10. 
Chicago has failed to become the 
important radio production center 
that was visualized two years ago 


when NBC sunk $1,000,000 in the 
sumptuous quarters it occupies in 
the Merchandise Mart. Yet five of 
the seven most popular NBC com- 
mercial programs and two of the 
most popular CBS commercials 
originate in Chicago. 

Psychological barriers operate 
against Chicago as a _ production 
centre and until these are beaten 
down New York will continue to 
have. two-thirds of the network 
commercials to Chicago's one-third. 
San Francisco is a negligible also 
ran as a radio production center. 

Favoritism shown New York even 
by western advertisers has been de- 
scribed aptly as due to the prefer- 
ence of industrial tycoons to be ‘an- 
gels’ for a ‘Broadway production’ 
rather than the bankrollers of a 
prosaic Chicago program. Some- 
thing like that is an important part 
of the psychological barrier Chicago 
must undermine. As a matter of 
plain fact and simple logic Chicago 
is as well equipped to stage any 
sort of a radio program as is New 
York and with the theatrical situa- 
tion what it is today talent is pre- 
pared to move to Topeka if neces- 
sary when a good commercial ac- 
count is involved. 

Chicago’s Good Points 

There is no sidestepping the solid 
reality that 60% or better of na- 
tional advertising is placed through 
New York. Yet from the standpoint 
of dozens of advertisers with head- 
quarters in Chicago, Detroit, Minne- 
apolis, St. Louis and other western 
cities the convenience of centraliz- 
ing radio production in Chicago is 
obvious. 

Right now NBC in Chicago has 17 

network clients and 18 local com- 
mercials, Columbia originates 13 
network programs in Chicago and 
has 42 locals, of which possibly 15% 
are radio discs. 
But while the hoped-for promi- 
nence of Chicago as an origination 
point has not yet come, the local 
broadcasters still hope to achieve 
parity with the east by increasing 
their present approximate 35% on 
network commercials to 50% of the 
national total. 


HINK AND DINK WALK 
AND MINSTRELS CLOSE 


Columbus, Oct. 10. 

Hink and Dink (E. E. Hinkle and 
G. N. Gordon, respectively) of 
WLW radio minstrelsy fame did a 
complete fadeout here last week 
when they appeared as features of 
the Dixie Minstrels. 

The boys were to get $750 for 
the Wednesday to Saturday en- 
gagement and claimed they were to 
be paid in advance. They got their 
first night’s pay in advance, but the 
management, Harry Schwartz and 
the company refused the advance 
on the second night—result the 
radio boys did a walkout without 
appearing at that performance. 
The show which was the second 
of the season at the Hartman did 
only $130 gross for the two nights. 
Schwartz tried to keep the show on 
despite the Hink and Dink walkout 
but announced, late Friday that all 
other showings had been cancelled. 


X Sisters’ Shorts 




















Three X Sisters, who made their 
ether debut on the Tydol program 
over CBS last week, are making a 
short for Paramount at the Astoria 
studio. 

Contract ndled through the 
|CBS Artists Service, gives the pic- 
ture company an option on two to 
follow. Sisters are a trio of Eng- 
Jish imports doing harmony. 
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Litile Bits from the Air 





Hendrik Van Loon and Heywood] 15 
study in| 


ented a pretty 
accents ove WOR Wedne 
(21) Broun was doing a 
view with Von Loon on the latter's 
Yan J mia G 
was that Van 
over with a heavy 
making him almost 
undorstand. 

\When Van Loon went over to his 
hom: town of Veere-am-Zee, Hol- 
lan’?, several years ago to live for a 
wihi'>?, he pure unaccented 
Enclish, but seems to have gotten 
the burr back with the native sun. 

Broun’s voice also showed some 
stranve acecentuation, the broad ah’'s 
of be'ow Dixte mixing with what 
sounded suspiciously like Boston 
culture. 


troun pi 
lay night 


ograniy.’ 
Loon’s voice 
Dutch 
impossible to 


spoke 


arrangements have been 
betier conceived, orchestrated and 
exccuied than the dance interpre- 
tation of Victor Herbert's ‘March of 
the Toys’ as played by Freddie 
Rici’s Columbians. 


Few 


Joseph Diskay, Hungarian tenor, 
formerly in vaude, and until a year 
ago a regular over KNX, Hollywood, 
staged an air comeback Sunday 
(25), when spotted for one number 
in the outdoor L. A. park board con- 
cert. Choosing a particularly ro- 
bust number, he was forced to give 
two encores before the band con- 
cert spectators would allow the pro- 
gram to proceed. His second and 
third were Hungarian folk songs. 
Diskay, who sings in 11 different 
languages, is set for future KNX 
spotting as a result. 


Gordon, Dave and Bunny, other- 
wise the Funnyboners, have a bright 








THREE LITTLE GIRLS 
OF RADIO LAND, 
THREE SINGING GIRLS 
WHO HARMONIZE GRAND! 


DO-RE-MI 
“=; WABC 


Friday, 2 P. M day, 


-—Satur 9.15 P. M. 
Sunday, 8 P. M., with William V. Halt 
with 


RAY BLOCH 


Pianist- Arranger 
“HBARING IS BELIEVING” 


Net 
Work 


Radio’s Dream Girl 


Alice Joy 


HEADLINING 
“The Dream Girl Revue” 


AT THE 


State Fair 


Beale a) DALLAS, TEXAS 
Oct. 8 to 23 


Resuming Commercial Broadcast 
VTAM, CLEVELAND, OCTOBER 2 








AND ORCHESTRA 


Waldorf-Astoria Hotel 
Victor Records 
Lucky Strike Dance Hour 


Whitman Candy 
(Oct. 27) 


Management M. C. A, 
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Surprise | the worst 
came | the 
accent, | hour of the morning, with a direct 








(AND HIS SCRAP BOOK) 


| R YOU LISTENIN’? | 








WABC 
Daily at 9:30 A. M. 
I'm Introducin’ 
“A Pair of Red Heads” 
Pegyy Keenan & Sondra Phillips 


| R YOU WATCHIN’? 











minutes of a. m. entertainment 
on behalf of Oxol with their vocal- 
izing and xylo-banjo musical ac- 
comp. The Oxol ad spieling, while 
by no means unostentatious, isn’t 
brand of ad plugging on 
air, and particularly at that 


appeal to the housewife, the detail 


|isn't out of order. 


Nujol’s quarter hour of ‘Johnny 
Iiart in Hollywood’ may pick up in 
interest when Johnny finally gets 
there. Right now, after the fourth 
episode, he's farewelling on the 
choo-cnoo, hence it must have been 
a slow progression to get Johnny 
started for the Coast, 


On WJZ for 15 minutes at 7:45 
p. m., EST, Thursday night, Dr. 
Royal S. Copeland, U. S. Senator 
from New York, is the topper-offer 
with his medical bally on Nujol’s 
medicinal qualities. 

It's tough to grip the 
however, up to that point, 


interest, 


Young Dave Bigelow and Jack 
Less, Gus Edwards’ protegees, did 
oke for themselves on an exploita- 
tion sunt at Saks furniture store, 
from where WMCA etherized some 
sort of a prize presentation shin- 
dig. Edwards and his discoveries 
were extra features, the star-maker 
himself clicking with a _ corking 
medley of his song compositions. 


The kids, in a sort of Street Sing- 
erish voice and accordion combo, 
with Bigelow tenoring and young 
Less on the acc., registered effec- 
tively. Edwards for his contribu- 
tion had his musical conductor, Ben 
Schwartz, officiate for him. 


Jane Grant’s Steero quarter hour 
of a morning on WEAF is another 
in the giveaway series of radio pro- 
grams which seem to be on the in- 
crease. The something-for-nothing 
idea is apparently growing in favor 
with the commercial sponsors as a 
means to determine audience ‘circu- 
lation.’ It’s also a good introduc- 
tory of the product, even if rather 
expensive. 


Still, some aver, not all who write 
for something for nothing would 
buy that something. That may be 
so, or not. 

One wonders furthermore as to 
the whyfore of so many commer- 
cials having .giveaways on. both 
chains, as witness the Sarbasol 
programs, on rival networks, and 
each making a free offer. One an- 
swer to this is not so much to weigh 
the relative drawing powers of this 
or the other artist, as it’s a guar- 
anty of 100% coverage. It’s fairly 
well established that each station 
and chain has its own following 
regardless, similar to certain news- 
papers appealing to certain types 
of the public, and the advertisers, in 
an endeavor to insure full coverage 
are not averse to make a 200% in- 
vestment for facilities on both 
chains. 

To return to the Steero program, 
Adia Kuznetzoff and Zinaida Nico- 
lina, Russe singers (who also preside 
at their own Kretchma nite club), 
furnish the excellent vodka songa- 
logs to balalaika and guitar accom- 
paniment, while Miss Grant extols 
on Steero. 


There are quite a few corking 
morning entries which somehow or 
other aren’t as well known as they 
should be, chiefly because of the 
early hour. Some rate night spot- 
ting and some achieve it, as Peter 
De Rose and May Singhi Breen, 
for example. 

There’s John Fogarty, however, 
a tenor, at 8:45 a. m. on WJZ, with 
Irving Miller accompanying him, 
who rates better than earlybira 
spotting. 

At 9:30 a. m. on WJZ and 10 a. m. 
on WEAF are a couple of regular 
sketches, ‘Vie and Sade,’ yclept 
Van Harvey and Bernardine Flynn, 
from the Chi NBC studios, do their 
stuff every morning with their typi- 
cal man-and-wife routines, while 
on the sister link, Jane Dillon does 
one of those protean routines, titled 
‘Thru Lighted Windows,’ playing 
every character herself. Both are 
on limited networks, 

Then there are Muriel Pollock and 
Vee Lawnhurst, the musical ‘Lady 
Bugs,’ with their twin pianologing 
at 9:15 a m. as early morning 
cheerer-uppers, 


Donald Novis at 6:45 p. m., with 
Harold Sanford’s orchestral back- 
ground, is more fortunate with his 
tenoring, and is getting a corking 
buildup opportunity. Novis is fast 
developing, although he’s yet to 
achieve that ethereal fame which 











some of his contemporaries enjoy. 
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Ban on Bends 


Among the new policies go- 
ing into effect with the in- 
auguration of Richard C. Pat- 
terson as NBC active aiminis- 
trative head is one putting a 
curb on free bending of the 
elbow. 

Tendency has been re- 
sponsible for a series of outs 
in recent months and particu- 
larly for such situations that 
culminated in the exit of a 
minor exec only a weck ago. 
Latter case, however, Dad one 
of those ironic twists, with the 
employee taking the rap for 
something he tried to keep the 
higher-up from doing while in 
the throes. No ban is being 
put on entertaining the cus- 
tomers, but the network exec 
doing the entertaining is ab- 
jured to keep his end of the 
tossing within bounds. 


New 3% Nick Will Give 
ASCAP $75,000 from 











L. A. Stations’ Grosses. 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Local radio stations will contrib- 
ute more than $75,000 this year to 
the American Society of Authors, 
Composers & Publishers under the 
new 3% arrangement on commer- 
cials. 

Regular fees for the year, which 
will be paid as usual in addition to 
the gross tax, have been changed 
but slightly over the tab of last 
year. In some spots they were low- 
ered, while in others they were 
boosted. 

Indications are that the locals 
will gross better than $750,000 on 
commercial business during the en- 
suing year, with the ASCAP tak- 
ing 3%. The additional set fees 
foe the various stations are: KF] 
and KECA, $15,000; KNX, $10,000; 
KHJ, $6,000; KFWB, $5,000; KMTR, 
$2,750, KFAC, $2,750; KMPC, $2,200; 
KTM, $2,000, KGFJ, $1,000; KRKD, 
$2,000. 

Decision was reached this week 
by the local broadcasters’ associa- 
tion to compel the advertisers to 
pay the added tax. Uniform stamp 
on bills will advise commercial ac- 
counts that inasmuch as_ the 
ASCAPs are taxing all programs, 
whether or not there is music on 
them, it is mandatory for state- 
ments to be 3% higher. 


Radio Tax Bill Up in 
Ala. State Legislature 


Birmingham, Oct. 10. 
A bill placing taxes on broadcast- 
ing stations is pending in the spe- 








| 





cial session of the Alabama legisla- 
ture, having been introduced last 
week. Bill levies a 5% gross tax on 
receipts of stations and places a tax 
of $100 per year on announcers and 
$25 on engineers. 

Representatives from practically 
all the stations in Alabama met at 
Montgomery last week and prepared 
to fight the bill. 


KOMO-KJR Merger 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 

KOMO and KJR, Seattle, will 
combine this week or next. Both 
are under NBC banner, with latter 
owned outright by network and 
former owned by Fisher Flour 
Mills Co. 

Deal will be similar to that re- 
cently swung by NBC here when 
chain’s KGO took over KPO, ex- 
cept that in Northwest the affiliated 
station will do the absorbing. 

Bert Fisher, now managing 
KOMO, probably will have charge 
of both broadcasters with no def- 
inite berth mentioned for Bert 
Bryant, KJR manager. 


NEWS SPOTTING PEEVE 


Rochester, Oct. 10. 

Gannett officials took a burn 
when WHEC, Rochester; put on the 
Hearst ‘Journal’ news broadcast 
just ahead of the ‘Times-Union’ pe- 
riod over WHAM. 

Result—‘Democrat & Chronicle’ 
night news broadcast was shifted 
from WHEC to WHAM. 











Pace Takes WCOA 
Birmingham, Oct. 10. 

John Pace and associates have 
taken over WCOA, Pensacola, Fla., 
and are operating the station for- 
merly owned by the city. 

New equipment has been installed 
in the studio. 


Jean Fay, imported as Jean Boag 
from WLW, Cincy, by Tommy 
Rockwell, goes on NBC building 
Thursday (13). 

WLBW moves its station and 
transmitter from Oil City to Erie, 
Pa., Oct. 16. 

Funnyboners take on a Saturday 
night period this weekend, making 
it three sustaining sessions a week 
on Columbia. 

Johnny Marvin collecting a book 
of yodel songs. 

WTAM, Cleveland, trying to get 
Hildegarde of the Gus Edwards Re- 
vue to fill the Alice Joy commercial 
(Fischerchain stores) and sustain- 
ing spots while the latter is vaca- 
tioning in Texas. 

Tom Terris, the shorts director, 
doing an audition of a new sketch 
before the NBC program board. 
Calls it ‘The Mysterious Mummy 
Case.’ 

The two household experts of 
WGY, Schenectady, answer to the 
names of Sylvia Winters and Anna 
Summers. 

Walter Eberhardt today (11) is 
telling about his book, ‘A Dagger in 
the Dark’ over the ‘Meet the Author’ 
series on WINS. 

A. O. Coggeshall, senior an- 
nouncer of WGY, Schenectady, is 
on pins and needles when his young 
son faces the mike on kid programs 
from that station. 

Richard Hilferty, former radio op- 
erator for the New York ‘Times,’ 
has taken up his residence at May- 
nard, Mass., to engage in radio ex- 
periments. 

WTAG, Worcester, Mass., has its 
own police broadcast, with Chief 
Foley inaugurating ‘True Police 
Dramas,’ stories of actual cases 
taken from the records. 


- Mid-West 


inaugurating 
new, for 





Irene Kircher is 
‘Sweeney Skyhawks,’ 
WMBD, Peoria, IIl. 

KYW, Chicago, gets two new disc 
programs, ‘Penrod and Sam’ and 
‘Stevens and Son.’ 

J. Walter Thompson Agency has 
installed a private telephone wire 
between its bailiwick and the Chi- 
cago NBC headquarters. 

Ernest Oswalt, boss of Campagna, 
sponsor of ‘First Nighter’ and ‘Fu 
Manchu,’ participated in one of his 
paid broadcasts to say a word for 
National Pharmacy week. 

Grace Wilson and Bill O’Connor 
are teamed on behalf of Kitchen 
Klenzer over WLS, Chicago. 

Robert Ball will give his ‘Shut in 
Program’ for invalids on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays over WGN instead 
of Saturday only. 

Donald I. MacDonald appointed 
office manager for WLS, Chicago. 

Republican National Committee 
in Chicago was keeping Coolidge’s 
talk Oct. 11 a big secret. So big 
that only newspaper and radio peo- 
ple knew about it and they only 
told their friends. 


West 


Ben McGlashin, owner of KGFJ, 
L. A., has turned in his old yacht 
for a 90-footer. 

KHJ'’s new staff male quartet 
comprises Fred L. Harter, basso; 
Cecii Wilcox, baritone; Richard 
Davis, second tenor; Glen Rabe, first 
tenor. 

Richard Le Grand has left KYA, 
Frisco, to join KGW, Portland, as 
announcer and dramatic player. 

KNX, Hollywood, installing an 
organ, 

Henry: A. Bellows, vice-pres. CBS 
and general manager WCCO, Min- 
neapolis, in Denver visiting KLZ. 

Fifteen-foot letters are being 
placed, on towers of KLZ, Denver. 
Opposite new golf course. 

E. L. Thomas, production 
ager KLZ, Denver, 
with Chauncey Thomas, historical 
expert, wrote ‘Buffalo Bill Rides,’ 
which will be sustaining at KLZ. 

Mrs. W. D. Reynolds, owner of 
KLZ, Denver, and KVOR, Colorado 
Springs, has taken up golf and has 
gone below 80—for nine holes. Likes 
the game. 

KECA, 


man- 
in collaboration 


one of two Los Angeles 
NBC outlets, has applied for the 
wave length of KTM, which Ex- 
aminer Yost has recommended 
should be taken from this station. 
An appeal has been taken from 
Yost’s recommendation, with most 
of other L. A. stations ready to go 














to bat at succeeding hearings in 
favor of KTM keeping its license. 

The Radio Commission granted 
station KGGF permission to move 
from South Coffeyville, Okla. to 
Coffeyville, Kan., and to increase itg 
power to 500 watts for night. 

Nineteen students at the Univer. 
sity of Oklahoma at Norman have 
been chosen for the symphony or. 
chestra of WNAD, the university 
radio station, and were heard in 
their first program Oct. 4. 

L. A. Chamber of Commerce hates 
to admit this, but KNX will resume 
the broadcasting of frost warnings 
Nov, 15. 

Announcing spot vacated by G. w, 
Vogt at KFAB, Lincoln, filled by 
Lyle de Moss, former studio singer, 
Vogt to KFBI, Abilene, Kans. 

Dolores Seal, working both KDYI, 
and KSL, wins Salt Lake talent 
quest prize and gets free trip to 
Hollywood. 

After discontinuance by local pa- 
pers of radio programs, KDYI, 
popped out with a weekly news and 
program sheet of its own. 

O. W. Towner, Western Electric 
engineer, arrived to supervise final 
installation details of KSL 50 kw 
transmitter. 

KSL and KDYL trade of networks 
on September 1 pulled space in pa- 
pers the country over. 


South 


KTRH, HouSton, will broadcast a 
twice-a-week Hollywood gossip 
column, with Lecta Rider, theatre 
critic of “The Chronicle’ as the com- 
mentator. 

Lois Walker has left WAPI, Bir- 
mingham, Succeeded by Ed Kolter 
of Knoxville, Tenn. 
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Major Networks Nearly Sold Up 


On Evening Time, Cept Saturdays 





With the exception of Saturday | 
nights, both the blue (WEAF) and 
the red (WJZ) links of NBC have 
their evening periods pretty well 
gold up. Taking into account the 
flock of 2ew accounts contracted to 
nit the airlanes the next two weeks, 
the WEAF and WJZ webs jointly 
will by the end of that time show 
close to 90% of the week's available 
night-time frames filled by commer- 
cials. Columbia's current sales chart 
indicates that a similar sponsor per- 


_ centage will prevail on that network 


around the middle of October. 

The evening periods on NBC are 
rapidly being sewed up, but the net- 
work's time schedules show that the 
call for the morning and afternoon 
stretch are way off as compared to 
a year ago this time. Wide open 
daytime spaces are in evidence on 
both the WEAF and WJZ charts, 
although the former can boast of a 
wide edge over its sister link in the 
count-up of the before 6 p.m. pe- 
riods already blocked off commer- 
cially. 

These daytime spots may not be 
getting as heavy a play as they did 
a year ago, but from the show angle 
this is counteracted by the fact 
that few commercials are venturing 
into the afternoon spots without 


. first arming themselves with strong 


entertainment. This trend toward 
a better class of network show dur- 
ing the day has been impressively 
noticeable the past four weeks. Ev- 
idently the ether merchandisers 
have come to realize that the house- 
wife now wants her cooking recipes 
and imparted beauty secrets spiced 
up with |. good entertainment. 
Whereas a year ago a daytime 
sponsor was content to toss in a 
just-so warbler or string trio with 
a lecturer and call it a program, 
the current tendency is toward 
elaborate shows of the evening va- 
riety. 
Fewer Five-Nighters 

Selling the five or six-night-a- 
week clockings isn’t as easy as it 
was a year ago. Only one has been 
added to the NBC list so far this 
fall, and that’s Stanco (Flit, Dag- 








Eddie 
Leonard 


(The Beloved 
Minstrel) 


Eddie 








Es 


x 

















Leonard 
Jr. 
(The Lovable 
Singer and 
Company) 














“The Voice of 

_! Experience” 

WOR Daily at 12 Noon 
Also Saturday 6:30 to 7 P.M. 


An unusual series, running the 


entire gamut of human emotions 








Management 
ELMER A. ROGERS 
18 E. 4ist St., New York City 








- (TENOR) 

rte eg on the Sweetheart Soap 
eve 

tg PO ry Wednesday, 11 ri 

Management of 

NBC ARTIST BU REAU 





|gett’s Cream, etc.),, which moved 


; yesterday (3) from a weekly half- | 
hour schedule to a quarter-hour 
slot five evenings a week. Same | 


condition of sales resistance on the 
part of the advertiser holds true in 
connection with the daytime field. 
As has happened in previous 
years, the evenings that came in for 
heavy demand first and now prac- 
tically gone are Thursday and Fri- 
day. Dropout of Pontiac last week 
left the blue link with a half-hour 
at 10 o’clock, and outside of the 7 
to 7:30 frame, incidentally under 
option, there’s nothing available out 
of WEAF the latter night. WJZ 
link for that night is sold solid. 
From 6 to 11 Thursday evening the 


commercials have it intact Across | 


the board on both red and blue, 
while on Monday, Tuesday ana 
Wednesday nights there’s nothing 
left on this stretch but a 7 o'clock 
half-hour on WEAF. 

On WJZ Sunday evenings there 
are only four quarter-hour bank- 
rollers, with the representation on 
the blue network somewhat better. 
Headache night for the sales de- 
partment has always been Saturday 
and still is. Outside of the Lucky 
Strike round of the hour WEAF can 
show as filled only two quarter- 
hour periods and WJZ, taking away 
the Amos ’n’ Andy program just 
two 15-minute shots. 


Agencies Ponder Trade 
Restriction Angle in 





Music Tax Collecting 


Any proposition supvmitted by the 
M. P. P. A. that will relieve the 
advertising agencies of the respons- 
ibility of collecting the music tax 
on recorded programs is okay with 
the commergials’ reps, as long as 
there isn’t a possibility of the agen- 
cies being implicated in restriction 
of trade litigation. Radio Commit- 
tee of the Four A’s has so advised 
John Paine, chairman of the M. P. 
P. A. board. 

Paine several weeks ago informed 
the ad agency organization that he 
was willing to pass along the lia- 
bility for the collection of the tax 
to the stencillers if the agency will 
agree to do business only with those 
recording companies designated by 
him as financially bona fide. Other- 
wise, he held, the publishers will 
look to the agencies for the pay- 
ment of the fees, all of which would 
necessitate doing a lot of probing 
into the agencies’ books. 

Four A’s radio committee replied 


| that the exclusive angle holds an 
| element of risk in so far as the re- 


straint of trade statutes were con- 
cerned. Counter suggestion offered 
by the committee was that the 
agencies be permitted to deal with 
whatever recording companies they 
preferred, with the understanding 
that if the disc outfit was on the 
M. P. P. A. approved list Paine} 


could look to this source for his | 


money, and if not the agency be- 
hind the stencilling job would be)| 


| held directly responsible. 


8'4¢e Per Inquiry Paid 


Radio by Col. Phonograph 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 


Columbia phonograph is offering | 
| independent radio stations a series | 
of recorded programs featuring Hol- 
'lywood names. 
| lant idea on Columbia's part with 


| stations asked to merchandise on an | 
> 


It’s a sales stimu- 


inquiry basis. In other words the 
stations play the records, which run 
four minutes, and announce that the 


records can be bought through the) 


station for 25c. Stations keep 8'%ec. 


of every two bits they garner un- | 


der this system. 

Edmund Lowe, Wheeler and 
Woolsey, William S. Hart and Lil- 
yan Tashman are the first four 
names released. -Wheeler and Wool- 
sey have a snappy climax of which 
some indie radio stations have been 
afraid because of their family audi- 
ence. 
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31ST CONSECUTIVE WSHEK 


“STEERO” Program, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m., WEAF 


| period, 





Opposish 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 

Pair of local furniture stores 
are competing in entertain- 
ment field. One Mission dis- 
trict sefa seller arranged a big — 
anniversary affair, t. »oking 
talent from KFRC, and idver- 
tising extensively, 

Neighboring bedroom suite 
magnate immediately got busy 
with NBC and booked an even 
more impressive list of talent 
for a big shindig in his store 
the same night. 


Peoria, lll., Oct. 10. 


Contradicting the impression that 


largely upon phonograph records or 
so-called electrical transciptions is 
Station WMBD here. Ina city of 105,- 
' 000 population WMBD puts on about 











30 commercial programs a week, of 


are ‘ , 
| Which $0 use live tatent and only 
ew @a 20% are radio discs made in Chi- 
;}cago or New York 


| In further illustration of the set- 


|}up at WMBD there are at present 

eets e 24 sponsors, of which 23 are strictly 

. © local. Ida Bailey Allen, fed from 
6 the Columbia neiwork, is the only 


‘outside commer ial aithough the 
station last year had Chesterfield, 
,EC vic residents were , 
All the NEC whi by its own community and is local- 
gathered into the home offices for a ‘ly owned. 


Came!, and ‘Time. 
WIBD matics a rood case of the 
four-day session with the network's jreputation in radio circles of smart 


| independent station. Despite its CBS 


|in Peoria may be taken as a fair 

ichz . Patterson. , i 

— — si | gauge of what 1,000-watt stations 
Opening of the get-together had |throughout the country can do, or 

M. H. Aylesworth introducing the | are doing. 

new chief v.p. to the other nine Radio’s Small Time 

v.p.’s in a speech. Col. Patterson’s It's the small time aspect of radio. 


remarks of greeting advised the | time with sizeable profits. Edgar 
other v.p.’s that the broadcasting | T. Bi'l, formerly station manager of 


business wés entirely new to him | W LS, Chicago, has made WMBD 
and that he was thére to listen and in the past 18 months by applying 
z ee time radio ideas and assembling 
earn. 


Salary Cut Discussed 

One topic that came up pie | 
the latter part of the discussion was 
the matter of rescinding the 10% | 
salary cut put into effect last sum- 
mer. It was suggested as a probable | 
means of stepping up the personne! | 
and inject.ng optimistic vigor into | 
the organization. After it was 
pointed out that the network’s in- | 
come of time sales through Sep- : Birmingham, Oct. 10. 
tember showed a 6% drop from the| War has broken out between 
previous year, the preposition was radio stations, newspapers, politi- 
tabled, with the understanding that | ©4S, chambers of commerce, foot- 
it would come up for reconsidera- |ball coaches and colleges over the 
tion should the improvement in bus- eee of the 
iness the next month or two pave |football games in the Southern 
the way. ;Conference, particularly in Ala- 


Attending v.p.’s were A. L. Ash- | ama. 





New Bill nists 
So. Covference Radio 


Ban Starts a War 


wood, in charge of mechanical | in the Legislature which would re- 
operations, George Engels, artists’ quire state-supported 
service, Roy C. Witmer, 


80 to 0. 
AS soon as word of the passage 
mel, Chicago branch. | of the bill reached A. H. Armstrong, 
| secretary of the Southern Confer- 
,ence, he made a statement that 
| visiting college football teams with 


GOV T. VS. RCA TRUST |games scheduled in Alabama would 
be entirely within their rights to 
SUIT GOES OV OVER MONTH refuse to play if the games were 
lb 
| 


ington Pureau, John E, Gilman, San | 
Francisco branch, and Niles Tram- 








roadcast. 
The Conference, with a member- 
Wilmington, ae ak Oct. 10. | Ship made up of the largest colleges 


Government’s anti-monopoly suit = the South at the annual meeting 
against Radio Corporation of Amer- last fall decided to ban broadcast - 
ing of football games entirely, 
lica and 13 other defendants, due to : 
come up in Federal Court here for | 
hearing today (Monday) was post-_ 
poned for about a month by Judge 
John P. Nields because of illness. 

No date set when hearings will 
start, but Judge Nields said this 
would be within the next three or 
four weeks. 








Injured on Eve of heavien N. W. 
Ayer Aoonay 


Chicago, Oct. 10. 


WMBD, Peoria, 807, Live Talent: 
‘Small Time Angie i in Radio 


provincial radio stations depend |! 


'affiliation it’s primarily supported | 
Additionally it has the | 


new actively-in-charge executive | management and what is being done 


|In Peoria’s case a thriving small | 


broadcasting of. 


by, general attorney, John W. El- It started over a bill introduced 


schools’ to 
sales, |Srant radio stations the privilege | 
Frank Mason, publicity, John Royal, of broadcasing football games. The | 
programs, Frank M. Russel, Wash- bill Thursday (6) passed the House | 


STUART HAWKINS MISHAP | 


Stuart Hawkins, head of the radio | 
Suit was filed a year department at the N. wW. Aver! 


VARIETY 57 


a staff of experts He } = witli 


"most of them recent app 


Vivian E. Carr, sales mal! e! 
Henri, liurst and Mel ld advert 
tising agency, Chicago; Pete Lund 


former WLS continuity writer and 


| previously with Tony Wons; Harry 
| Ludeke, chief announcer brouzht to 


Peoria from New York; Ivan Streed, 
program manacer, from Galesburg; 
‘and Gomer Bath, musical director, 
‘oeal, 

Talent is plentiful around Peoria 
and: seems to be a minor worry to 
the station. Quite a few retired 
vaudevillians and minstre! men live 
;uere and make pinch hiiters of 
considerable versatility. One of the 
' most popuiar local attractions is 
ithe Peoria Little Theatre which is 
lon the air twice a week, sponsored 
| by a dairy. Leading spirit and di- 
rector of the amateur actors is 
William Oakley, whose father owns 
|the ‘Star,’ Peoria’s morning daily. 

All programs are built by the sta- 

tion and although no actual ban ex- 
ists commercial copy and _ price 
mention ; ca:ciully piayvyed down. 
In this WMBD follows big time 
ideas and the local merchants have 
jbeen educated to sidestep that 
deadly type of sales spiel that 
| makes the average 1,000-watter a 
pest. 
Part of the upbuilding is at- 
icributed to the prominence the 
station gives to local athletic con- 
tests of any kind and to kecep- 
ing the station local in tone and 
spirit. 

Columbia feeds 32 sustaining pro- 
grams each week to WMBD. Little 
Jack Little is the biggest mail- 
getter, with Stoopnagle and Budd, 
Tony Wons, and Ann Leaf also 
popular, 
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ago and charges defendants pooled agency, took it on the chin last | 


about 4,000 radio patents to control | week in the form of several stitches. 
90% of the industry. Although | Hawkins chauffeured himself into an 
broadcasting figures largest, wire- | automobile smash-up and was quite | 
|less and telephonic communications | badly cut around the face. He 
are included. Expected hearings missed several days at the office. 
will require four to six months. Jur- 
ists here regard it one of the larg- N. W. Aver to gratify a yen to get 
est anti-monopoly actions ever un- some writing done personally. 
dertaken, probably surpassed only Mike’ 
by the Standard Oil case. at Ayer. Accident probably will 
Government charges influence of hasten Hawkins’ date of de parture 
|the combine reached its heights in 


Hawkins is about to step out of | 


McGuire will succeed him |! 


| 
and 
COLUMBIA 


BROADCASTING 
SYSTEM 


Personal Aepresentative 
| THOMAS © hOCAWELA 


Mills Rockwell inc 
799 Seventh Ave New Yore 


9:15 P.M. Mon-Thurs. 





1929 and included Europe and South 
| America, 
Heading the prosecution is War- 
ren Olney, Jr., special assistant to 
| Attorney General Mitchell. Hun- 
dreds of experts in all phases of the 
industry will be called to testify. 
| Postponement caused a jam in 
preparations. News services had 
leased rooms in Hotel Dupont and 
suites of rooms had been provided 
n “office buildings around town for 
rneys on both sides. Trial 
t anieee attention among feature 
iters, plenty of which also ex- 
cted. 
Suit regarded the big reckoning 
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MAXWELL HOUSE ‘SHOW BOAT’ 

With Chas. Winninger, Jules Bled- 
soe, Hall Johnson Choir, Lanny 
Ross, Mabel Jackson, Annette 
Handshaw, January and Molasses, 
Von Voorhees Orch. 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 





This. elaborate Maxwell House 
‘Show Boat’ program was widely 
heralded with the above costly cast, 
inspired presumably by the appeal 
of Ziegfeld’s musical 
although the similarity ends there. 
However, Charles Winninger, the 
popular Cap'n Andy of the Kern- 


Hammerstein-Ferber musical  be- 
came Capt. Henry for the Maxwell 
House coffee people, and also, in- 
cidentally, has arranged to bow out 
of the Ziegfeld production every 
Thursday night in order to do his 
stuff for the WEAF-NBC chain at 
9-10 p. m. EST. 

Unfortunately, as elaborate as the 
idea was, somehow it didn’t quite 
click on first impression. Perhaps, 
after it hits its stride, it'll shape 
up better. (That, incidentally, has 
proved to be the case of the Lucky 
Strike ‘Baron Munchausen’ series). 
But as is, whether it was the un- 
certainty of the continuity, or the 
sequence of numbers, it didn’t ring 
the bell, although much was na- 
turally expected from it. That in 
itself is a handicap. 

There’s an attempt at a plotlet 
which may be the handicap. Lanny 
Ross, tenor, and Mabel Jackson, so- 
prano, as the daughter of Capt. 
Henry (Winninger), furnish the 
romantic interest. Jules Bledsoe is 
a pseudo-deckhand, etc., as a means 
to label the characters, perhaps for 
more involved continuity later on. 

The numbers mayhaps had much 
to do with the irregularity of the 
sequence. The show opens with the 
conventional calliope stuff and the 
inevitable ‘Here Comes the Show 
Boat’ fast pop song opener. Ross’ 
tenoring of ‘Deep in Your Eyes’ is 
the first specialty. 

Bledsoe, the celebrated Negro 
baritone does spirituals; January 
and Molasses, minstrel team (other- 
wise Pick Malone and Pat Padgett) 
do moranandmackish comedy; Miss 
Johnson sopranoes ‘I Saw Your 
Eyes’ (that’s the second ‘eyes’ num- 
ber); Annette Hanshaw’s blues are 
plenty oke and the fastest thing in 
the line-up; the Hall Johnson Choir, 
which came to attention in ‘Green 
Pastures,’ does choral stuff: Ross 
and Miss Johnson duet another 
number; the Don Vorhees band, 
seasoned jazzists, fits in satisfyingly 
enough for the musical accomps; 
and in between Winninger is giving 
out, ‘you ain’t heard nothing yets,’ 
and ‘I knew you'd like its,’ That’s 
the extent of his m.c.’ing, 

That’s the long and short of the 
personnel and its style. Patently, 
their possibilities are limitless for 
it’s a versatile aggregation indeed 
in which Maxwell coffee has in- 
vested. But it’s a matter of better 
scripting. It may hit its stride in 
the second chapter, Abel, 





‘LONE WOLF TRIBE’ 
Indian Lore 
COMMERCIAL 
WBBM, Chicago 


This is Wrigley’s ‘other program.’ 
The one nobody over 12 listens to. 
A post-kintergarden sub-prep dido 
intended for the more excitable 
kids. 

Purpose of the program 
teach American 


is to 
youngsters to re- 
spect country, flag and Sunday 
school; to obey parents, teachers 
and policemen; to accept the wis- 
dom of all adults, and to chew 
Wrigley’s gum. The last should be 
first. 

All good little boys and girls can 
join the club. Only the club is 
called a tribe. This is a more de- 
lectable privilege than mere lodge 
membership. There are spearhead 
buttons to wear and mystic Indian 
words to gargle. It is doubtlessly 
very fascinating if you're still in 
the third grade, 

Wrigley has designated a guy 
named Wolf Paw to be sachem of 


the chicle Indians. Wolf Paw is 
forever proclaiming himself ‘your 
chief.’ He becomes ‘your chief’ on 


receipt by his clerical staff of six 
wrappers from Wrigley gum. That 
is open sesame to all the tribal fol- 
derol. 

Program is clumsy in the way it’s 
built and handled, and the stories, 
despite sound effects that arouse 
expectations, seem hardly to satisfy. 


Although not a new program, it’s 
always been troublesome to _ the 
auspices. Land, 
TED MACK’S ORCH. 
Sustaining 
KOA, Denver 

A newcomer to NBC, Ted Mack 
holds a 30-minute spot with his 
Brown Palace orchestra and the 
Harmonettes (Lefholts Sisters). 


Girls are what their name implies 
and noticeably different from the 
general run of femme trios. 

Mack vocalizes several numbers 
with the orchestra dim in the back- 
ground and in this sticks to his 
usual quiet, unaffected’way that has 
made him a favorite with theatre- 
goers locally. Lorn Wallace, Bill 
Blakely and Larry Duran give their 
combined interpretation of a senti- 
mental number and help to round 
out a nicely balanced program, 
Orchestra suggests an air of refine- 
ment in dance rhythm. 


[NESTLE CHOCOLATEERS 
| With Phil Spitainy 
| COMMERCIAL 


| WJZ, New York 


| Phil Spitalny on taking over this 
| Friday evening frame set out to 
break away from the stereotyped 
mode of instrumental and song 
| presentation and to give them 
something different. Result of his 
first effort was more than auspi- 
| cious. That initial program set 


production, | down Spitalny as a musical figure 
| of the airlanes on the way to being 


classified with such ace batoneers 


'as Rapee, Shilkret, Pasternack, etc. 


Getting away from the standard- 
ized routine of alternating orches- 
tra numbers’ with full vocal 
choruses, Spitalny uses the mem- 
bers of his warbling ensemble only 
where they can be brought in to in- 
tensify, round out and add color to 
the harmonies of the instruments. 
At one point the voice or voices 
may be woven in for only a phrase, 
at another for only two or three 
lines of the chorus. Only trouble 
here is that Spitalny in his pioneer- 
ing efforts is swinging a little too 
much to the extreme. Instead of 
eliminating the full chorus alto- 
gether, one shquld be inserted here 
and there to take care of the tastes 
of that large percentage of listeners 
accustomed to the old mode and 
who like to hear a catchy lyric from 
beginning to end. 

For his opening show Spitalny 
picked an impressively varied and 
balanced collection of numbers, with 
the arrangements and interpreta- 
tions given them ranking with the 
best heard on either of the net- 
works. Only jarring moment in the 
entire session was the use of the 
tambourine in the ‘New Moon Med- 
ley.” Sounded flat and like so much 
pounding on toneless wood. 
Standout in the warbling depart- 
ment was the Russian basso pro- 
fundo, an item on the bill that’s due 
to gain special attention. Girl trio 
and the male quartet each unveil a 
collection of well-trained pipes and 
dovetail effectively with a crack in- 
strumental organization. Odec. 


‘OMAR KHAYYAM’ 

With Raymond Paige’s Orchestra 
(35), Stuart Buchanan, Betty 
Webb, Lee Prather, True Board- 
man, Kenneth McDonald 
COMMERCIAL 3 

WABC, New York 

This half-hour program, first of 
a series of 13, emanates from the 
Don Lee studios on the Pacific 
Coast (KHJ, Los Angeles, is the key 
station of this intra-coast chain of 
the CBS) and hits New York via 
WABC Thursdays at 9:30-10 p.m. 
E.S.T. First was on Oct. 6. Spon- 
sors are the California Walnut 
Growers’ Association with the spot- 
light ads in the east, and also the 
announcements, especially featur- 
ing the Diamond brand. 

It may be that in its second or 
third episode this series will hit its 
stride. It packs a lot of promise 
for glamorous, musical, romantic 
color, which Ray Paige’s musicians 
already evidence on the _ initial 
broadcast. = 

There’s lots of atmosphere to be 
derived from the sultan’s dancing 
girls and the intriguing adventures 
of O.K. himself. Khayyam is 
painted as quite a swordsman and 
Don Juan as well as philosopher 
and poet. 

There’s an elaborate list of credits 
for special book and music besides 
players, being devised by the creator 
of the ‘Chandw’ series. The Paige 
orchestra is the key unit of the Don 
Lee broadcasting system on the 
Coast and is already known nation- 
ally through the California Melo- 
dies program which he has ether- 
ized from L. A. 

Vera Oldham is the co-author and 
producer of ‘Khayyam,’ with Stuart 
Buchanan playing the lead. Betty 
Webb is Omar’s sweetie, and Lee 
Prather, True Boardman and Ken- 
neth MacDonald are prominent in 
support. Miss Oldham has had 
Hollywood studio experience as a 
seriptist, and Buchanan, last in 
‘70,000 Witnesses,’ has been in pic- 
tures. Miss Webb is from legit. 

The cast is competent enough and 


{the general atmosphere sufficiently 


colorful to suggest it’ll be a tip-top 
feature as it develops, although the 


start was rather slow. Abel. 
SINGING GROCERY BOY 
COMMERCIAL 
WGY, Schenectady 

New thrice-weekly 15-minute 


chain-store concern, 
Consists of songs by an unnamed 
tenor, and food talks by Mrs. Alice 
Lee Underwood, with advertising 
spiels by Announcer Chet Vedder. 

Tenor has a good voice. Better- 
grade ballads are backbone of pro- 
gram, 

Mrs. Underwood, who gives the 
usual information on recipes, etc., 
has a pleasing voice, and is without 
that brassy manner noticeable in 
some veteran household experts. 
Her talks are brief. Offers to send 
listeners recipes, or they can go to 
the stores for them. Asks for sug- 
gested topics. 

In addition to a theme plug open- 
ing and closing, there is quite a lit- 


tle direct advertising, including 
mention of prices, by announcer. 
Program, however, carries a quiet, 





class atmosphere, 


morning broadcast sponsored by a 
Grand Union. 


RADIO REPORTS 


FLEISCHMANN HOUR 
With Rudy Vallee and His Con- 
necticut Yankees, Greta Keller, 
Block and Sully, Lou Gehrig, 
Randall Sisters and Otis Skinner 
Variety Revue 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 
With this variety show, the 
Fleischmann Hour now rates as the 


biggest radio program on the air. 
It has all the elements for mass ap- 
peal, as is the intention of any 
variety entertainment, and it is can- 
nily presented by one of radio’s 
most prolific and generous users, 
Fleischmann’s, which by now has 
probably proved to itself that many 
yeast cakes can be sold via the 
ether. 

It's a corking entertainment, as 
was disclosed Thursday night at 
8 p.m., E.S.T., over a-large NBC 
chain, emanating from WEAF, New 
York. Vallee first set the pace with 
a pat speechlet which again evi- 
dences the bandleader’s ease at the 
mike, a repose and assurance that 
exceeds any other public perform- 
ance he has essayed,. 


With the heralding of the variety 
motif of the new Fleischmann pro- 
grams, Vallee played a college and 
frat song medley which also estab- 
lished his collegiate musical motif. 

Followed Fraulein Greta Keller, 
whom Vallee introduced as a new 
find with a voice that’s a cross be- 
tween Ruth Etting and Marlene 
Dietrich. As heralded, she sang 
with a slight accent, but a most 
engaging one, impressing ~ more 
Dietrichish than Etting, and readily 
establishing herself as a corking 
entry for the mike. She possesses the 
Viennese allure which the prelim- 
inary introductories tend to create 
for her and songs such as ‘Eine 
Kleine Reise’ (which Continental 
ditty, incidentally, should catch on 
in America) and Herman Hupfeld’s 


new ‘One More Night,’ also of a 
sort of Continental vintage, are 
made to order for her. . In the lat- 


ter, Vallee dueted with Miss Keller, 
the crooner again substantiating the 
popular consensus that his voice 
has improved. 


A Rubinoff arrangement of col- 
legiana was split up into two por- 
tions, the first half of which pre- 
ceded Jesse Block and Eve Sully’s 
advent. That this team has been 
doing the same type of Burns and 
Allen comedy in vaudeville—with 
the same author, Al Boasberg, writ- 
ing for both—is, of course, some- 
thing which the average auditor 
isn’t expected to know. The analogy 
to B&A is inevitable, and while the 
styles are the same, that wouldn't 
be so bad if Block and Sully’s ma- 
terial were better fortified. That 
‘Hune and Huly’ type of gagging 
must be familiar by now to many. 


Lou Gehrig was appropriately 
heralded by ‘Take Me Down to the 
Ballgame’ as a theme. Gehrig was 
okay, although he sounded either 
in love with Babe Ruth or his press- 


agent. He certainly put it on about 
the Babe, but that was all right, 
too. 


Some more of Vallee’s Connecti- 
cut Yankees with their collegiana, 
and then a rather unusual harmony 
trio, the Randall Sisters, Shirley, 
Ruth and Bonnie. They’re from 
Tennessee and their drawl comes 
over the air in great style, and 
smacks the auditor right off the 
first syllable. It’s quite appealing, 
besides which their harmonics are 
ultra. Paul Whiteman heard them 
from 2 Memphis station and 
brought them to New York. Val- 
lee mentioned Whiteman in this 
connection, 


‘Dodo’ Hupfeld, as Vallee, fam- 
iliarly calis the songwriter, again 
came in for a name and song plug 
with a novelty, ‘Anybody’s College 
Song.’ Then followed Otis Skinner, 
who mentioned his recent ‘Merchant 
of Venice’ tour with Maude Adams 
of 30 weeks this past season, as 
a prelude to a snatch of Shake- 
speare, preceded by a bit from Booth 
Tarkington’s ‘Mister Antonio.’ 


In between all this, besides the 
Vallee music, the Fleischmann med- 
ico authorities spieled their stuff 
in dialect and otherwise, with 
ghost-voices personating the Vien- 
nese savants or New England testi- 
monialists, who expound on the 
peneficial qualities of Fleischmann’s 
yeast. Vallee also made a brief 
mention of being rushed into a pic- 
ture, this probably as a squarer for 
his n.s.g. ‘Vagabond Lover’ RKO 
picture, 


Withal, it’s a pip radio hour. Per- 
sonalities will be shifted weekly, ac- 
cording to Vallee’s announcement, 
he, and not Graham McNamee, do- 
ing the m.c.’ing in the main. With 
the dropping of Olsen and Johnson 
also went McNamee on this pro- 
gram. Idea is to bring to the mike 
people in the news of the moment, 
hence the coming-next-week variety 
talent isn’t set until a few days 
prior to each broadcast. Abel 





Ruth Betz Back at WBBM 
Chicago, Oct. 10. 
Ruth Betz after three months at 
KMOX, St. Louis, returned last 
week as Steve Trumbull’s assistant 
at WBBM. 
Dorothy Gardiner, who pinch hits 





in the interium, will do free lance 
continuity worms 





‘MARCH OF TIM& 
Dramatic News 
Sustaining 
WGN, Chicago 

A year ago this program was a 
trail-blazer. Today the margin be- 
tween ‘March of Time’ and other 


representative samples of radio 
showmanship has been narrowed. 
This rather arbitrary statement 


should, of course, acknowledge that 
the newness is rubbed off and that 
the listener knows what to expect. 
But essentially it’s meant as a com- 
mentary on the general improve- 
ment in radio production and not as 
a clipping of credit from ‘Time’ 
which is still a fine program, 

Half of the job is in selecting 
those items of news which lend 
themselves best to the radio drama- 
tization technique. Keen discrim- 
ination, a sense for obscure human 
values as well as_ the _ topical 
‘musts’ is notable in this program 
which the editorial staff of ‘Time’ 
produces as a Columbia network 
sustaining divertissement until a 
later date when the magazine will 
again pay the bill. 

Last week the items included the 
innocuous flirtation of the Prince of 
Wales and Signorina-Cecilie Krauss 
in Venice, Italy. That provided ro- 
mance. Later there was tragedy in 
the freight train whose crew and 
two hoboes were washed to their 
death when a cloudburst trapped 
them in a ravine. Making the Lytton 
report on Manchuria palatable was 
a matter of using a series of voices 
each following the other with short, 
pithy excerpts climaxing with the 
Japanese declaration that the re- 
port was ‘the diary of five men on 
a fortnight in the Orient.’ 

Viscount Snowden’s withdrawal 
from Ramsay MacDonald’s support 
called for flashbacks to 1929 and 
1932 and thence to the present. Well 
acted and staged throughout. 

Of small concern and smacking 
of logrolling for Alfred Knopf, the 
publisher, was a scene of slight 
dramatic value taken from. the 
resurrected memoirs of an obscure 
composer long dead and little 
known. These memoirs have just 
been published by Knopf. 

Anti-Hoover demonstration at Des 
Moines was minimized and Hoover's 
receptions along the route smart- 
ened up quite a bit. Piece de re- 
sistence was the hand clasp worth 
a million votes between Al Smith 
and Roosevelt. Actor impersonating 
Smith was perfect. ‘Purge’ became 
‘poige’ in unexaggerated fidelity to 
the original. Land, 


‘JOHNNY HART IN HOLLYWOOD’ 
Serial Skit : 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 

When the weekly half-hour mix- 
ture of music and talk started to 
flounder, Stanco decided to switch 
to a serial idea on a five-evening-a- 
week clocking, retaining the central 
character of the previous session. 
It’s the vaude performer, who, in 
the new continuity spasm, is slated 
for a series of adventures in Holly- 
wood. 

First quintet of episodes has him 
on the way to the picture colony, 
surrounded by his manager-p.a. and 
an oldtime character actor, doing a 
stooge assignment. With the in- 
tent of the story obviously comedy, 
these first five scripts not only im- 
pressed as a washout in that direc- 
tion, but gave little promise of 
popularity possibilities as far as the 
theme selected was concerned. Lad 
playing the manager-p.a. part in- 
jects a lot of excitement into his 
lines, but most of this sounds forced 
because there’s nothing about the 
plot and the general ado to get ex- 
cited about. 

Each episode takes ten minutes 
and the balance of the quarter-hour 
segment goes to Dr. Royal S. Cope- 


land, formerly air salesman _ for 
Cream of Wheat and Pillsbury 
Flour, for testimonials on the 


Stanco products, Mistol and Nujol. 
What the Senator has to say sounds 
authoritative. Odec. 


MUSIC DOCTOR 
Josef Hornik Orch. 
Sustaining 

KGO, San Francisco 

In Joe Hornik NBC has not only a 
baton swinger, but the possessor of 
a mighty funny dialect. Through 
the loudspeaker MHornik’s thick 
Viennese brogue is good for plenty 
laughs, regardless of material. 

In ‘Music Doctor’ Hornik is sort 
of a musical Beatrice Fairfax, 
answering mailed queries with mu- 
sical numbers. It’s a play on titles, 
Jerry Kilgore, announcer, feeding 
the questions, and Hornik answer- 
ing with tunes following. It’s the 
doc’s dialect that sells the half 
hour. Bock, 


BABOLENE BOYS 


ongs 
COMMERCIAL 
WRR, Dallas 

This trio is making a pretty job 
of the Mills brothers’ style, includ- 
ing orchestra effects. Go on for 
brief 15-minute Sunday spot with 








pleasing assortment of spirituals 
and pops, plus guitar accompani- 
ment. 


Program footed by Babcock Bros., 
auto supplies, and announcer re- 
moves all doubt thereof. Cuts in af- 
ter each number for windy spiel 
that will cause many a dial twist. 
Spot’s good enough to deserve ton- 
ing down on the gab end, for sake 
ef entertainment. Ru 





se 


ARMOUR HALF HOUR 
With East and Dumke, Roy Shields 


Orch. 
COMMERCIAL 
WMAQ, Chicago 

Armour after many huddles con. 
eluded a treaty with East anq 
Dumke whereby the erstwhile ‘sis. 
ters of the Skillet’ undertook to 
make Armour’s radio activities co. 
incide with the trend of the times, 
That trend is comedy. Never be. 
fom has Armour had experience 
with spoofing and it launched its 
new program with a certain timid. 
ity. Was it untrue to the higher 
culture in dropping semi-classica] 
music after three years or can more 
pork sausage be purveyed to Amer. 
ica via tomfoolery? 

This delicate question will be an- 
swered as the unrolling vista of 
Fridays opens out. The new com- 
edy program started Oct. l.and wag 
reviewed on the second sample a 
week later. It's a half hour pro- 
gram from 8:30 to 8, Chicago time,” 

Off hand it seems as if there is 
too much East and Dumke. They 
have entirely forgotten the harmony 
singing that started their vaudeville 
partnership and later their first 
radio activity over WGN, Chicago. 
That seems a pity. Deliberate choice 
on their part is no doubt due to a 
conviction that in comedy their de- 
velopment was potentially greater, 
They have become progressively 
conversational until within the past 
year the vocal department was dis- 
banded altogether. At the same 
time they have specialized in a 
form of comedy, exaggeration raised 
to the borderline of lunacy, that 
is ‘certainly the hardest mood to 
achieve or to maintain, 

As to the talents of East and 
Dumke there is, and can be, no 
argument, The boys are there and, 
more, they’ve been there for a long 
time. They are wholly relaxed and 
sagacious examplars of the fun cult, 
If the Armour program is over- 
East and Dumked this reaction 
springs from a sense of getting 
very little else. There was no par- 
ticular criticism to be made of their 
material. Much of it was good, 
none of it was bad. 

Roy Shields orchestra is held 
down to a few straightaway num- 
bers, mere pauses as was likewise 
a male quartet, between East and 
Dumke’s: rambling dialog. 

From report what Armour’s had 
in mind was the pepping up of their 
program through East and Dumke. 
Boys were to be the ketchup to go 
with the pork sausage. Yet the 
sample as tasted seemed mostly 
ketchup. Essentially the program 
was East and Dumke instead of 
being the Armour program with 
East and Dumke. That's hair- 
splitting perhaps, but important, 
What needs to be done is to get a 
bettér balanced, less one-sided pro- 
gram, 

If this were a 15-minute program 
instead of a half hour practically 
everything that has been said would 
be invalid. There is probably a 
valuable hint in classifying the 
Armour program as it stands as 
an entertaining 15 minutes of East 
and Dumke stretched over 30 min-«. 
utes, Land, 


MEREDITH WILSON BAND 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 

Coast instrumental outfit more or 
less buried of a mid-afternoon on 
a national sustaining period and 
dispensing swell music, There’s @ 
vocal soloist, Irving Kennedy, with 
this outfit following the general 
routine of the average dance pro- 
gram, But there’s nothing com<- 
monplace about the renditions. 

Originating in San _ Francisco, © 
these orchestrations come _ cross- 
country with a lilt that most radio 
dance bands lack. In fact Wilson 
but further emphasizes what seems 
to be a growing difference between 
Atlantic and Pacific orchestras. The 
line of demarcation is that the boys 
on the other coast are trying. 
There’s ample evidence that com- 
mercials will sooner or later find 
this out. It’s to be particularly 
noted in the case of Wilson. 

Combination is obviously com- 
posed of competent musicians, be- 
sides which their arrangements are 
intricate and tuneful without fall- 
ing into the error of over-orchestra- 
tion. Kennedy is a pleasing tenor 
who slips in for a chorus or two 
on about every other number. 


‘THE WILLOW TREE’ 
With Charles Wakefield Cadman, 
Nellie Richmond Eberhardt, 
Muriel Wilson, Fred Hufsmith, 
Veronica Wiggins, Theofore 
Webb, Cesare Sodero’s Orch. 
Opera 
Sustaining 
WEAF, New York 
At 10:30 p.m. E.S.T. Monday night 
(3)—it was 9:30 p.m. in Chicago at 
the time, from whence the composer 
and librettist spoke—the world 
premiere of a brief opera, expressly 
written for radio, was etherized, It 
was more pretentious in its import 
than in actuality. 
Charles Wakefield Cadman com- 
posed it and Mrs. Nellie Richmond 
Eberhardt wrote the libretto, such 


as it was. Muriel Wilson, soprano; 
Fred Rufsmith, tenor; Veronica 
Wiggins, contralto, and Theofore 
Webb, baritone, sang the prin ipal 
roles. The authors spoke from 116 


Chi NBC studios; the cast did its 


(Continued on page 60) 
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FRIDAY, OCT. 14 
‘Elgin Adventure Club’ (NBC). 
Elgin National Watch Co. presents 
Floyd Gibbons for 11 weeks over a 
pookup taking in the basic red, the 


_ northwest, southeast, south-central, 


gouthwest mountain and orange 
links and KFDS and KTAR. Orig- 
inating from WJZ, N. Y., from 10.30 


to 10.45 p. m., EST. 


SUNDAY, OCT. 16 
‘Fond Recollections’ (CBS). Dr. 
Miles Laboratories (AlkaSeltzer) 
gponsors this one, with Frederic 
Landis, the ‘Hoosier Editor,’ Ger- 
trude Lutzi, soprano; Four Norse- 
men Quartet and a studio combo. 
Originating WBBM, Chicago, 3.45 
to 4 p. m., CST. 
SUNDAY, OCT. 23 
‘Fred Allen’s Bath Tub Revue’ 
(CBS), Linit sponsors this new se- 


' vies over 60 stations with Fred Al- 


len, his wife, Portland Hoffa and 
Louis Katzman’s orchestra. Origi- 
nating from WABC, N.'Y., 9 to 9:30 
p. m., EST. 

THURSDAY, OCT. 27 

‘Whitman’s Melodiers’ (CBS). Jack 

Denny’s band and vocalists spon- 
gored by Stephen F. Whitman & 
Son, candy manufacturers. Orig- 
jnating from WABC, N. Y., 8.45 to 
9 p. m., EST. 

SUNDAY, OCT. 30 


‘Canada Dry Revue’ (CBS). Can- 
ada Dry Ginger Ale debuts its show 
on this network with Jack Benny 
and the Ted Weems band, over 
the basic network and outlets in 
Montreal, Toronto, Minneapolis and 
Atlantic City. Originating from 
WABC, N, Y., Sundays from 10 to 
10.30 p. m. and Thursdays from 
8.15 to 8.45 p. m., EST. 








Reilly New Sales Head 
For Don Lee Coast Chain 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Frank J. Reilly, former  vice- 
president of the now defunct Ameri- 
can Broadcasting Company, has 
been appointed general sales man- 
ager for the Don Lee Coast CBS 
chain. He will operate from KHJ 
here. 

Previous to his ABC affiliation, 
Reilly was attached to the adver- 
tising offices of the New York 
‘Times’ and Brooklyn § ‘Standard 
Union.’ 


Mex. City Air Jam 


Mexico City, Oct. 7. 

Ministry of Communications and 
Public Works haz started to en- 
force recent regulation that local 
broadcast stations must place their 
studios outside the city lmits. 

Numerous complaints were re- 
ceived of static resulting from too 
many broadcasts at the same time 
in a limited and crowded area. 
Various radio enterprises have ap- 
plied to district courts for injunc- 








_tions against Ministry's action. 





17 Announcers 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 

Bringing the list of announcers 
up to 17, Lewis Lacey and Dresser 
Dahistead were added to NBC’s 
staff this week. 

Lacey formerly managed KYA, 
later doing a program on KFRC, 
and Dahlstead was previously KYA 
spicler. ' 


WHITE-SULKIRK ON OWN 
Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Radio production partnership be- 
tween Bob White and Andreas Sul- 
kirk formed last January will be 
severed Nov. 15. At that time White 
will establish a separate office and 
Sulkirk will continue to operate Ra- 
dio Program Service. 

Sulkirk handles Household Fi- 
nance, White has ‘Brown Stone 
Front’ and ‘Cy and Mirandy,’ both 
for Standard Oil, and ‘Roses and 
Drums, the. Union Central radio 
program. 





Bobby Brown Fit Again 
Chicago, Oct. 10. 
Restored to normalcy after 2 
nervous breakdown Bobby Brown 
is back at WBBM here. He let the 
tension relax for seven weeks. 
Brown returns as stage director 
for the ‘Myrt and Marge’ skit which 
he launched over CBS. Brown is 
not working at his other sideline of 
announcing. 


GILMAN, SAXTON EAST 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 


Don Gilman, v.p. and western 
manager of NBC, and A. H. Saxton, 
chief engineer, are spending Octo- 
ber in New York. 

After series of conferences and 
plan inspections there they will re- 


turn here Nov. 1. 


Program Calendar 


time, or resuming commercially 


A. 





RADIO AUCTION 


Minneapolis Station’s Ether Coun- 
terpart of Theatre idea 








Minneapolis, Oct. 10. 

The ‘theatre auction,’ promotional 
stunt in many a theatre, has been 
adapted by WRHM here, indie 
broadcaster operated by the Minne- 
sota Broadcasting Corp. It’s a tie- 
in with local merchants who issue 
‘WRHM Prosperity Money, in the 
form of scrip with purchases at the 
local stores. It is not a means for 
the station to raise money for itself. 

WRHM, of which L. R. Miller is 
manager, does not conduct the auc- 
tion. It’s done under the sales man- 
agement of whichever. firm pur- 
chases time over WRHM. Station 
has nothing further to do with the 
scheme, it being strictly a _ local 
merchandizing and promotional idea 
although WRHM lends its facilities 
in general co-operation with the 
merchants for its regular commer- 
cial rates. 

Auctions are held twice daily and 
have been in force since Sept. 22 
and to run until Nov. 22. The scrip 
is used like cash in bidding for the 
artieles. 


Rival L. A. Stations 
Jam Up Each Other 
And Themselves, Too 


Washington, Oct. 10. 

Two Los Angeles stations may 
lose their licenses as a result of 
efforts to oust each other from the 
air. Report of the chief examiner 
to Radio Commission, unique in the 
Commission’s history, is part of a 
determination to drive astrologers 
and soothsayers off the ether. 

KTM and KELW, sharing the 
same wave length but commercial 
rivals, submitted simultaneous pe- 
titions for full time, each claiming 
other’s service was unsatisfactory. 
Examiner heard both arguments 
and recommended that neither re- 
quest be granted. 

Testimony developed that both 
stations: were using soothsayers and 
were off. the air periodically. Re- 
sult was a recommendation that 
each be refused renewal of license. 











Mexico Wire Cos. Ask 
News Broadcast Ban 


Mexico City, Oct. 7. 

Mexican broadcasting stations will 
be prohibited from including news 
dispatches in their nightly pro- 
grams if Federal government ap- 
proves a petition made it by Na- 
tional Telegraph Lines. Lines com- 
Plain that radio cuts heavily into 
its revenues as newspapers here and 
in the provinces eliminate tele- 
graph tolls by getting their stories 
via ether. 

The government reportedly favors 
Lines and as press messages are big 
factors in enabling Lines to be self- 
supporting, it is deemed likely that 
taboo will so go on radio news 
bulletins. 


Whiteman for Buick 


Paul Whiteman returns to a com- 
mercial spot on NBC Oct. 24. Spon- 
sor again is General Motors, but 
this time the program’s plug will 
be tied up with Buick. 

New Monday night clocking will 
run from 9:30 to 10, with the con- 
tract both for time and talent call- 
ing for a minimum of 13 weeks. 


WOKO’s Artist ia 


Albany, N. Y., Oct. 10. 

WOKO, local station, has added 
new department, an artists bureau, 
to book entertainment for clubs, 
societies, ete. 

Station takes one hour on the 
air at night to advertise the bu- 
reau. 








BEARD BOYS BACK 

‘Trade and Mark’ return to the 
NBC network Nov. 13 with Billy 
Hillpot and Scrappy Lambert again 
singing on the Smith Brothers ses- 
sion, with Nat Shilkret and a 10- 
piece setup furnishing the musica] 
background. 

Contract specifies a 12-station 
hookup each Sunday evening over a 





period of 20 weeks. 





RADIO 


VARIETY 59 


—— —————— 





re 








' Bashful 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 

Network radio exec stepping 
into a new job last week got a 
bunch of dahlias from an as- 
Piring group of instrumental- 
ists. 

Accompanying card bore the 
message: 

‘Congratulations. And don't 
forget the best trio on the 
Coast.’ 


Coast Broadcasters 
Throwing Air Aid to 
Friendly Candidates 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
Local radio stations are going into 
politics, with the intention of sup- 
porting only those congressional and 
senatorial candidates who will work 


for radio’s interests at Washing- 
ton. 


Through the Broadcasters’ Asso- 
ciation, all candidates are being 
asked to define their stand on pro- 
posed ether legislation. Intent is to 
campaign over the radio, just before 
election, plugging those candidates 
whom the station owners feel are 
friendly to the air. 

While individual stations are re- 
strained under the Federal Commis- 
sion’s rules from ‘entering this field, 
no objection has been encountered 
to an organization, such as the local 
broadcasters’ society, from going 
political over the air. 


NBC WANTS WMAL AND 























Washington, Oct. 10. 
Having failed in its effort to talk 


up negotiating for the station, un- 
less terms are right. 


opens its new 10,000 watter, WJSV. 
has a standing offer of straight 


two stations from one set of stu- 
dios at a 25% increase in overhead. 
WMAL wants to keep its manage- 
ment and its present studios, mere- 
ly taking NBC’s blue network stuff. 

WMAL hoped to make a go of 
independent operation by picking up 
local clubs and hotels at nominal 
rates, but NBC took these away by 
paying all line charges itself on 
these accounts. 

Local supposition is that WMAL 
may have to accept NBC terms un- 
less an arrangement can be made to 
buy and spot the station as a Dixie 
network outlet for Columbia. 





Pontiac’s Gwn Program 
On NBC for 26 Weeks 


Pontiac, the first of the General 
Motor group to play network away 
from NBC, starts on Columbia Jan. 
§ with a half hour-program framed 
around Colonel Stoopnagle and 
Budd, a 25-piece orchestra under 
Andre Kostelanetz and a mixed 
choir of 16 voices. 

Contract, setting aside a Thurs- 
day evening niche rurning from 9 
to 9:30, guarantees the network and 
the talent on the show a minimum 
of 26 weeks. Stoopnagle and Budd’s 
previous commercial assignment 
was for Procter & Gamble. 


French Radio Imports 
Under Trade Control 


Paris, Oct. 1. 

Import of American radio equip- 
ment in France is only permitted 
on special licenses which are issued 
in haphazard fashion. 

An American conference here has 
just adopted . system by which dis- 
tribution of licenses among Amer- 
ican manufacturers will be regu- 
lated according to definite principles, 
thus preventing future abuses and 





persons. 





WMRJ Loses License 


Jamaica, L. I., Oct. 10. 
Federal Radio Commission has re- 





|fused to renew-the license of WMRJ 
|here. Station is owned by Peter J. 


Prinz. 

reason for denial is that station 
failed to keep its equipment in 
proper condition, 


WMAL goes | tising. 
off CBS Oct. 20 when that network! paper space, opera promoters re- 


traffic in lLcenses by unauthorized | 


Palming Em 


NBC Loaded Up with Vocalists, 


Off on Orchestras 





KELLOGG’S VOLTAGE 


Centered in 





Campaign 
Peoria 
Chicago, Oct. 10. 

Kelloge’s Corn Flakes conducted 
a merchandizing experiment ~*_in 
Peoria, Ill., for three days last week. 
Objective was to see if it could 
clean out every grocer’s shelf in the 
town over the week end. 

Special radio programs over 
WMDA, Peoria, were augmented by 
100 neon signs shipped to the town 
and three full pages in each of the 
dailies, ‘Journal - Transcript’ and 
‘Star.” For bait Kelloge’s offered 
through WMDA a ‘jungle book’ cal- 
culated to appeal to kids. 

Peoria experiment will guide Kel- 
logg’s in formulating its radio pro- 
gram for the future, It’s one of the 
most high-powered merchandizing 
projects in some time and it framed 
to use all mediums of exploitation, 
including tie-ups. Any rivalry be- 
tween radio and newspapers is ob- 
viated by making them allies. 


Denied Slice of Ads, 
All Coasters But KFI 


Refuse Plugs for Opera 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
Claiming discrimination in its ad- 
vertising, all local radio stations, 
|with the excepti?a of KFI, have 
refuse etherizing the 


3 - Way 











SOME QUICK ACTION |:#<°",,‘° 
usual plugs for the Los Angeles 


opera which opened last 
week. 


Last year, stations say, they gave 


season, 


business with WMAL, present local] free blurbs to the opera, with the 
outlet for Columbia, NBC is giving | understanding that this year they 


would receive a slice of the adver- 
Spending $1,200 for news- 


fused to abide by the former prom- 


NBC, seeking second outlet here,| ise and kick in $500 to the Broad- 


casters’ association fund, which 


lease to WMAL. Plan is to operate would have meant plugs on all sta- 


tions. 


Frisco Daily Selling 
Program Listing Ads 


San Francisco, Oct. 10. 

Daily ‘Chronicle’ is out after dis- 
play space to make its radio section 
a paying proposition. Sheet has 
laid out its program listings to in- 
clude one-inch announcements by 
stations and sponsors. Priced at 
$3.05 an inch. 

‘Chronicle’ tormerly was part 
owner of KPO, which was sold to 
NBC several months ago. Daily’s 
radio department is limited to pub- 
licity notices on forthcoming pro- 
grams, with no art work accepted. 


Chevalier at $4,000 Per 


The Hague, Oct. 1. 

Dutch broadcaster AVRO gave 
the dialers three nights of features: 
| Chevalier’s performance at Tus- 
chinsky theatre, Martha Eggerth, 
the German star from Kursaal, in 
| Scheveningen and Emmerich Kal- 
|} man, the German operetta-composer 
from Concertgebouw at Amsterdam. 
| Tuschinsky is the promotor of 
Maurice Chevalier’s short Holland 
tour (one day at Amsterdam, one 
at the Hague). It is stated that he 
got $4,000 from Tuschinsky, $4,000 
from impressario at the Hague and 
$1400 from AVRO. Event created 
a furore. 











WYLIE MANAGING KGB 
San Diego, Cal., Oct. 10. 
Cameron E. Wrylie is the new 
manager of KGB, local Don Lee 
CBS $statien. 
He succeeds Richard. M. Rickard, 
resigned, 





Bob French With WCAH 
Columbus, Oct. 10. 

Bob French, Globetrotter for the 
Columbus (O.) ‘Dispatch’ for more 
than a year and a popular radio fea- 
ture in Central Ohio, has been re- 
placed at the mike by Tod Raper, 
radio editor of the ‘Dispatch.’ 

French, who was also head of pro- 
| motion at the newspaper, has signed 
up with station WCAH, CBS chain 
r continu- 





member, and will go in fo 
sts of major events 


Globetrotter 


ities and broadca 
| Raper takes over the 
} title. 


- 
a 


Confronted with the difficulty of 


| finding enough sustaining spots to 
take care of its contract vocal tal- 
ent, NBC’s artist service has de- 


cided to farm out the singers to 
bands on the network's pickup 
schedule. Through this alternative, 
the bureau figures, it will fulfill its 
buildup obligations to the artists 
and at the same time give the ac- 
commodating orchestra a chance to 
cut in on the singer's future in- 


come. 
With the available sustaining 
frames becoming scarcer as the 


commercial selling season advances, 
the network finds itself loaded up 
with singers of all descriptions, but 
no spots. 

One course of the jam has been 
the competition between the chain's 
artists’ service and program de- 
partment in picking them. Each 
department seems to be out to dis- 
cover the next Vallee or Kate Smith. 
Through the past summer when 
there was little to do but hold au- 
ditions for promising material, both 
the program faction and the art- 
ists’ service signatured one candi- 
date for ether fame after another, 
with practically all these contracts 
putting upon the network the bur- 
den of finding a sustaining release. 


Orchs Cut 


Proposition with which the net- 
work is now approaching band 
leaders assures these combos s60 
many pickups from their hotel or 
cafe spots a night or week as long, 
as the NBC warbler novitiate stays 
with the orchestra. As for salary, 
the arrangement will be strictly be- 
tween the singer and the network, 
unless the orchestra makes a sepa- 
rate deal for the use of the warbler’s 
services while not on the air. [It 
return for this favor to the net- 
work and candidate the orchestra 
leader will be entitled to a percent- 
age of the vocal talent’s income 
from air or stage over a period of 
a year. 

Same thing is being done with 
some of the vocal contractees who 
have already garnered some reputa- 
tion on the air and who are anxious 
to get back to a national hookup. 
First to be placed under the special 
NBC Artists’ S¢rvice plan from 
among the already known contin- 
gent is Art Jarrett, who has gone 
with the Don Bestor band. 


WYNN RENEWS 
26 WKS. AT 56 


—— 








Ed Wynn hag renewed with Tex~ 
aco for 26 weeks more at $5,000 a 
program, the present figure. BExten- 
sion is effective from the Oct. 26 
| broadcast. 

Graham McNamee will continue 
as Wynn's straight, the announcer, 
for convenience, to travel with 
Wynn’s ‘Laugh Parade’ troupe. De- 
tails of the program’s musical back- 
ground are to be worked out. 

Commercial hasn’t made up fts 
mind whether to use local studio or- 
chestras or continue the Don Vor- 
hees unit on a double loop out of 
New York. 


Frank Buck’s 13 


Frank Buck will do his adventure 
narrative act on NBC for A. C; Gil- 
bert, toy manufacturer, starting 
Oct. 30. 

It’s a Sunday afternoon Coast 
to-Coast hookup on a quarter-hour 
clocking for 13 weks. Episodes will 
be dramatized and carry incidental 
music. . 








Lyman at Large 


Abe Lyman’s orchestra works on 
the Blackett-Sample-Hummert ad 
‘agency programs on a _ wholesale 
basis. 

Lyman is prolifically employed to 
| fit into the B-S-H air routines, the 
'|band being engaged on a more or 
less club basis to work in as the 
jad agency requires. 

| 


Lasses on Ether 














jirmingham, Oct. 10. 
Liusses White of the minstrel stage 
inaugurated a sustaining pro- 
‘gram over WSM, Nashville. 
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60 VARIETY 
(Continued from page 58) 
stuff from atop the New Amsterdam 
theat otherwise known as the 
Times sq. studio of the NBC, in 
New York, before an_ invitation 

audience 

The eminent Cadman and his col- 
laborator bespoke of much promise 
in thelr pat little speechlets from 
the Windy City. Mrs. Eberhardt 
deftly skeletonized the _ libretto, 


mentioning the simple love story of | 


the millionaire and the working girl. 


But after that somehow it missed 
fire. 
The singers warbled their solos 


and duets competently enough, but 
from the total impression the con- 
clusion must be that interest in 
opera via the radio, whether ex- 
pressly written for it or not, seems 
rather limited. Abel. 


‘SECRET THREE’ 
Boy Detcctive Series 
COMMERCIAL 
WGN, Chicago 

‘I never go out on a case without 
my whistle!’ 

This disclosure was made over the 
air by Snoopie, the boy detective, 
age 13, during the comment that 
followed the capture of the naughty 
hoboes who were haunting a house 
for a fee. Snoopie got that brain of 
his from eating Three Minute Oat 
Flakes, which he recommends to all 
the other boy detectives in the 
country. 

It becomes a nice point whether 
programs of this sort inculcate the 
sort of notions that most parents, 
in sober reflection, would care to 
have their growing boys possessed 
of. Carried to their natural devel- 
opment, Snoopie habits could be- 
come an unmitigated nuisance. 
Booth Tarkington once wrote a 
story about a lad who developed 
sleuth-ache and followed a myste- 
rious stranger for days, and finally 
traced him to his sinister lair, the 
Bae: Cat 

Smart aleck tendency which is 
generally suppressed in growing 
boys, ‘Secret Three’ makes its hero 
quite the most frightfully inflated 
juvenile paragon since Lord Faun- 
tleroy wore out his first pair of vel- 
vet breeches. 

For a while that villain that was 
keeping Snoopie a prisoner in a box 
car sounded like Jimmy Durante. 
And when Snoopie finally turned 
the tables on him, was he mortified? 
This brilliant capture was accom- 
plished incidentally by the simple 
boyish stunt of tripping the villain 
as he ran. 

Although wishing to throttle 
Snoopie by delicateiy expelling all 
the ozone from his lungs, the villain 
refrained from this radical measure 
that would have ended Snoopie 
and the radio program. Snoopie 
has such a reputation all over 
the country that to murder him 
would bring every policeman in the 
U.S. A. on the villain’s trail, and he 
trembled at the thought. 

Three Minute Oats stands ready 
to exchange the shells of two car- 
tons for one of those whistles. Thus 
equipped any kid can go out on a 
case. Land 


oo — 


HOLLYWOOD RESTAURANT 
with Frank Hazzard, Nina Mae 
McKinney, Blanche Bow, Isham 
Jones Orch. 

15 Mins. 

WMCA, New York 
Snappy quarter hour of institu- 

tional plugging for the Hollywood 

restaurant, with Frank Hazzard, 
tenor, doing two numbers, and Nina 

Mae McKinney and Blanche Bow 

each contribing a sizzling hotcha 

ditty. Isham Jones orchestra mere- 
ly accompanies, as this CBS-booked 
band has its innings in more dis- 
tinguished manner over another pe- 
riod on CBS, 

The WMCA announcer goes in for 

a little spieling on behalf of the 

Hollywood but it’s not overdone and 

the four numbers just about rounds 

out a quarter of an hour. Abel, 
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Not Impossible with This Catalogue 
PLAY, FIDDLE, PLAY 
VIRE IN MY HEART 
TOM THUMB’S DRUM 

BELLE OF BARCELONA 
MISSISSIPPL RIVER 
(Keep on Croonin’) 











New Dance Orchestrations 
40c Each; Any 3 for $1.00 
No Free Copies 


Edward B. Marks 
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Radio Reports 


,.MAUD AND COUSIN BILL 

|'With Vivian Block, Andy Donnelly, 
Edwin Wraagge, Ruth Wooster, 
Georgia Burke 

COMMERCIAL 

| WJZ, New York 

Even with the Booth Tarkington 

name it is doubtful whether this one 


will bring the mothers and the kids! 
consistently clamoring to the loud- 
lspeaker. Written with a keen un- 
lderstanding of kid behavior and 
overtones of whimsy, the serial has 
le flock of appealing elements, but 


these are squeezed dry of dramatic 
and humorous possibilities by inept 
production. Responsible for the di- 
rection of this Wednesday and Sat- 
urday morning contribution by the 
A. & P. stores is Winifred Lenihan, 
actress and director of the Theatre 
Guild Dramatic School. 

Not only does it show a bad case 
of miscasting, but that the director 
did not give the script a distinctly 


mike interpretation. With the ex- 
ception of the girl in the Maude 
role (Vivian Block) the children in 


the cast race pell mell through their 
parts, stumbling over the lines, 
mauling up the words and generally 
giving the impression that the ver- 
bal cascade poured into the mike 
means nothing to them but a chore 
that must be got over with as 
quickly as possible. It’s not the 
sort of stumbling that comes from 
conveying natural kid excitement, 
but perhaps from the director’s 
failure to instill in the players some 
clear conception of what it's all 
about. Among other things, the 
diction all around and the pacing 
of the dialog could stand a lot of 
improvement. 


Miss Lenihan could perhaps gath- 
er some idea of how kids can be 
effectively handled before the mike 
by tuning in on one of the ‘Skippy’ 
series. 

Episodes of the Tarkington affair 
run 10 minutes. Remaining slice of 
the session is taken up with the 
‘Judge Gordon’ and ‘Colonel Good- 


body’ exchange of recipes and 
chatter on current A. & P. count- 
er specials. Odec, 


INSPIRATION PROGRAM 


Violinist and Talk 

COMMERCIAL 

WCAO and WFBR, Baltimore 

This program is an example of 
the new trend in radio, that of 
doubling programs over two net- 
works, more than one station, in 
order to get more complete cover- 
age. Advertisers are treating the 
air just as they did the publications. 
Just as they advertised in more 
than one magazine or newspaper, 
so are they riding on more than 
one network, or more than one sta- 
tion in one city. They are realizing 
that each station and network has 
its audience, and, therefore, if they 
wish to reach as large a potential 
audience as possible they must 
make use of these other outlets. 
Thus the local Regal Laundry is 
on WCAO twice weekly, and on 
WFBR twice weekly, making it on 
the local ether four times a week at 
15 minutes per shot. The first 
named station is the CBS affiliate, 
while the latter is on the NBC red 
network alignment. Both station, 








however, draw the same performers 
and same program. 
_ Program is headed by Frank Git- 
tleson, one of the violin instructors 
at the local Peabody Conservatory 
of Music, and Herbert Schloss, who 
provides the _ inspirational talk 
which gives this program its title. 

Gittleson is an expert violinist, 
and his work is strictly classical. 
It's high class fiddling, aimed at the 
high-tuned mob for their laundry 
biz. 

Schloss is known as the philoso- 


pher and the poet, with the word 
‘home-spun’ preceding either tag. 
The home-spun philosopher, who 


wrinkles the ether with soft-spoken 
phrasings and platitudes about such 
general titles as ‘Laughter,’ ‘Love,’ 
‘Life,’ etc. To most of the listeners 
it will pass as deep thinking and 
‘my dear, so true.’ Aimed right at 
the type of radio listener who thinks 
Edgar Guest is a great poet and 
Brisbane a philosopher. Schloss is 
assured of an audience locally. 

On the whole, however, a better 
grade of radio provram, aimed at 
the better class homes. And even 
if the homilies of Schloss are a bit 
pulpity, the Gittleson fiddling will 
hold them. 


| THE SHADOW 
| Mystery Sketch 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Through a tie-in with Street & 
Smith, publisher of ‘Shadow Maga- 
zine,’ the Delaware, Lackawanna & 
Western Coal Co. has the basso 
pipes with the sinister chuckle back 
on the airlanes along the east coast 
only, to help scare the kids around 
ithe bedtime hour. It's the same 








JACK DUNN 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
88th Week, Rainbow Gardens 


LOS ANGELES, CALIF 


fold ‘the shadow knows!’ folderol, 
| but backed up this time, judging 
'from the debut script, by a weak 
leollection of mystery stories. 

| It is assumed that Blue Coal in 
| starting off the series picked out the 
| best of the scripts it had available. 
i'Wirst plot dealt neither with crime, 
crooks, nor gangs! but, appar- 


ers, 








ently to be original, picked on a 








| shabbily and loosely written war 


story, in which the ‘Shadow’'s 
menacing intrusions no more fitted 
than the introduction of a Rasch 
|ballet into a ‘What Price Glory 
trench seene. This initial program 
had an ear-tickling cast of players 
| but the aimless, poorly paced and 
punchless story must have left 
|them wondering what it was all 
|}about. 

| For the use of ‘The Shadow’ 
character, mention of Street & 


by that title 


copy. One 


Smith and their mag 
is given in the credit 
‘John Barclay,’ described as_ the 
‘Blue Coal heating engineer,’ 
shoulders the plug assignment with 
a none too lengthy spiel on the 
proper way of caring for the fur- 
nace that gently leads up to the 
suggestion of how the best results 
to that end can be obtained. 

Same commercial is supporting a 
Sunday afternoon musical show on 
a CBS eastern hookup. Odec, 





ART JARRETT-DON BESTOR 

ORCH. 
Songs and Music 
Sustaining 
WEAF, New York 

This is a novel split-up of a half 
hour at 11-11:30 p. m. EST on 
WEAF as caught Oct. 6 with Art 
Jarrett, ‘America’s song stylist,’ ac- 
cording to James Wallingford, the 
announcer, taking the first quarter 
of an hour, and Don Bestor’s nifty 
ork doing its stuff as a unit on the 
second 15 minutes of the half hour 
allotted them, Both Jarrett and 
Bestor are joint attractions at the 
new Silver Room of the Hotel Lex- 
ington which east side hostelry is 
thus being put on the radio map, 
thanks to its entertainers. 
Instead of Jarrett and Bestor al- 
ternating, the tenor has his innings 
for 15 mins., with Bestor unosten- 
tatiously accompanying musically, 
and then Bestor gets his crack at 
the ether waves for the other quar- 
ter hour. 
Jarrett has a nice thematic in 
‘I Can't Tell You Why,’ to self- 
guitar accomp, besides doing stuff 
like ‘Beautiful,’ ‘Underneath the 
Harlem Moon,’ etc Abel. 





MRS. WALLACE REID 


Sketch 

Sustaining 

KTM, Los Angeles 

Mrs. Wallace Reid displayed an 
adaptability to the mike in this 
Russian dramatic skit, which ema- 
nated from KTM. Her intonations 
were clearly defined, as were those 
of the rather too large cast which 
supported her. 

It was the latter phase which was 
faulty. An overloaded cast in an 
etherized sketch becomes confusing, 
for there is too little dissimilarity in 
voices to ‘distinguish characters. 
‘The Scarlet Dawn’ had 12 speaking 
parts and a mob. 

Clearness of reception and musi- 
cal interludes were beneficial fea- 
tures of the broadcast of the sketch, 
written and directed by Edward 
Lynn, 


ABSENT FATHER 


(Continued from page 50) 





petting of the youngsters, ‘Absent 
Father’ might have had an outside 
chance. Right now it will not only 
meet with yawns from the critics, 
but it will find small interest from 
the casuals. 

The plot concerns three young 
people, children of divorced, remar- 
ried parents. One of these par- 
ents, a gay blade judging by all the 
references, never appears, but many 
cables from him telling of his esca- 
pades in Paris serve to describe him. 
Another parent, a Princess by a 
second marriage, appears in the 
second act and she, too, is depicted 
as a frivolous and frolicsome in- 
dividual. 

The youngsters are presented as 
irresponsible kids suffering from 
their turbulent upbringing and ap- 
parently inclined to follow in the 
footsteps of their unconventional 
parents. One of the boys, whose real 
romance is seemingly to be thrown 
on the rocks because of the horrible 
parental example, proceeds to go 
out and get pifflicated and ends the 
night by marrying a cabaret girl. 

The family is horrified, but he re- 
fuses to accede to their requests 
for a divorce because he has seen 
all the unhappiness and trouble that 
divorce has brought his own family. 
The girl in the case is perfectly 
willing to settle—for cold cash—but 
he won't have it. The solution is 
reached, in a ludicrous third act 
scene, when the young bridegroom's 
brother, not so much through a spirit 
of self-sacrifice as through a per- 
fect wililngness to enjoy a brief in- 
terlude of love-making, takes pos- 
session of her, After that, quite 
naturally, the older brother con- 
sents to the divorce, the girl takes 
the cash and the original romance is 
renewed. 

Bad acting does not help ‘Absent 





| Father,’ although it is hard to see 
|} how the finest performances in the 
world could have redeemed the play. 
| Edward Crandall is satisfactory as 
the boy who deliberately sets out 
to go to the dogs, and Lea Penman, 


}as the Princess, has a few good mo- 
| ments, Clyde Fillmore, Barbara 
Weeks, Patricia Barclay, Kathryn 


'Givney and Joseph Cotten have the 
other roles. 


| ‘Absent Father’ was 


NITE CLUBS—RADIO- 





Tuesday, October 11, 1932 











Loyal Maestro 


Chicago, Oct. 10, 
Ben Bernie was so loyal to 
zood old Chicago he bet on 
every Series game, and when 
the New York mob got to the 

Loop he begged to be taken, 
When it was all over Bernie 
was so much in the red it was 

through his sunburn. 





visible 


‘STAN SMITH’S COUVERTS 
ONLY AT L. A. BILTMORE 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

Stanley Smith, picture and stage 
juvenile, goes into the Biltmore 
hotel, Nov. 1, with a 10 piece band. 
Combination is the first set-in for 
the KHJ talent booking bureau 
headed by Tom Lee, son of Don Lee. 
Biltmore was formerly an MCA 
account. 

Deal for the band is for the cover 
charge only. He guarantees the musi- 
cians’ union the men's salaries, and 
will take the loss if any. Jimmy 
Greer'’s combo, current at the hotel, 
moves to the Hotel Adolphus, 
Dallas, Nov. 5. 














PARAMOUNT GRILL 


New York, Oct. 7. 


While Lou Clayton may be hop- 
ping golf courses and Jimmy Du- 
rante is nosing the Hollywood 
cameras, Eddie Jackson, who used 
to be the middle linker of the trio, 
returned to single here as the top 
name in this dinner spot’s show, 
which is tuned in with Ozzie Nel- 
son's CBS. band. 

There's a lot for the money here 
with no couvert in sight. Whether 
the customers take to the $2 or $2.50 
table de hotes or not they get 
plenty of show. Unlike the other 
dinner spots around town, the un- 
clad stuff has a limit here. 

Before and after the show the 
Nelson band in the accustomed 
manner dishes dansapania and Nel- 
son’s music attracts a full floor. 
Harriet Hillyard, platinum and 
plenty s.a., aids Nelson croon some 
of the music, besides spotting a 
number or two of her own on the 
floor. Nelson makes a likable m.c. 

Two shows nightly, one at 7:30 
and another at 12:30, calculate to 
take care of two classes of cus- 
tomers. The Grill’s third successive 
and continuous season. Nat Harris 
and Tony Shayne, latter a vaude 
agent, operate the place for them- 
selves, although it’s located in the 
Paramount hotel. Hotel originally 
started the spot, but couldn’t make 
it go. 

Floor show has 20 girls, about 14 
of whom make up the chorus. Their 
numbers are of the production type 


and include hip work and semi- 
classical stuff, arranged by Flo 
Kelly. 


It may be strange for Jackson to 
be performing without his two part- 
ners and maybe stranger that he is 
performing without the couvert at- 


night when 


have over $600 to pay Joe Wright 
and 10 musicians. 


Garron, 


BIZ BAD, FAIR — 


IS CAFES’ HOPE 


— 


Chicago, Oct. 10, 

Although the Dells, Lincoln Tava 
ern, and one or two other road. 
houses did very well over the sume 
mer, the cafes in Chicago itself ard 
doing very little biz. One of the 
key spots didn’t draw a single cue 
tomer one night last week. 

As bad as things are and as dw 
dious as the outlook remains, the 
cafes are clinging to the hope thag 
their innings will come next spring 
with the World's Fair. It’s the 
same hope that’s buoying up the 
legits who are proportionately ag 
bad off as the night cluhs. 

Cafes in general have kept their 
prices at pre-slump levels and with 
the spenders, including the mob. 
sters, thinking twice about expenses 
where formerly they were indulgent 
about such details, the patronage 
has become pitiful. 


Pitt Goes Gay 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 10. 
William Penn hotel, long a staid 
dance place, going cabaret this wine 
ter, with a floor show and all the 


trimmings. Old Pirate Hall is being 
entirely remodeled by Jose Urban 
and is to reopen as the Chatterbox, 
with Lloyd Huntley's orchestra. 

It'll be the only nite spot in town 
gathering a couvert, with $1 on 
week nights and $1.50 on Fridays 
and Saturdays. 





JOE IS WAITING 
San Francisco, Oct. 10 
Musicians’ union had a sheriff at 
the Roof Garden Cafe the other 
the night spot didn’t 


Place didn’t open so Joe's wait< 
ing for his dough. 





June Knight in Club 

June Knight, who's been playing 
vaude with Lou Holtz, opens to- 
night (Tuesday), at the El Garron 
Club, New York. Date was ar- 
ranged by Joe Rifkin of Leo Mor- 
rison'’s eastern office. 

Negotiations are proceeding with 
Metro for a film try on the Coast 
for Miss Knight. 

Georges Fontana, formerly of 
Moss and Fontana, and Anna Lud- 
mila, Deslys and Clark and Leon 
Belasco Orchestra also open at the 
Ramon and Rosita, the 
dancers, operate the spot. 





mosphere, but his stuff hits them 





enthusiastically. 

Show ,running around an hour, is 
plenty variable, and includes, be- 
sides Miss Hillyard, Sylvia Simms, 
dramatic singer; Gloria Gilbert, The 
Phantom Trio, Jackie Green and the 
Paramount Horse. The horse num- 
ber comes from the Coast, and 
Jackie Green, who does choice imi- 
tations of Jessel-Cantor-Jolson, all 
in one or singly, are particularly 
bright bits. The Gilbert girl rates 
a good hand for her spins, and the 
Phantom Trio does a neat adagio. 

Room is well appointed and at 
capacity can seat 900. And it’s not 
uncommon to see the place filled. 

Shan. 


“Underneath the Harlem 
Moon” 

“We're Alone” 

“Ah, But I’ve Learned” 

“When I’m Sippin’ a Soda 
With Susie” 

“Who'd Believe” 

“I Cannot Tell You Why” 

“You’re a Symphony of Love” 


DeSYLVA, BROWN 
& HENDERSON, Inc. 


745-7th Ave., New York 








PRES., S. F., DROPS STAGE 





San Francisco, Oct. 10. 
Sam Harris, unable to get a re- 
duction from four operators cost- 
ing $400 weekly, ousts stage shows 
from his President Oct. 13. Going 
into 20c grind policy until the fight 


is ironed out. 





PUCK AT OPERA CLUB 
Harry Puck is going to Chicago 
to take charge of the Opera Club 
there as a greeter and general con- 





ferencier. 





mented combo at the Lido cafe, San 
Francisco, Nov. 1, succeeding Wiit 
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Puck is being given a third in- | VILLA 
terest in the swank club. : rw 
‘B B son 
Opie Cates and Californians into ZORPORAT, 
the Cafe DeWitt, Syracuse. pas sic seve NIM ORK) 
Tow Brown opens with an aug- ea 799? new 








Gunzendorfer, there for past year. 





: 
Lionel Bevan without a great deal of 
imagination. Yellenti designed the 
rather attractive set. All in all, it's 


a pretty bad play whose chances of 
reaching Broadway are pow. 





staged by : 


YOU DIALECTICIANS! 
Listen to the German Band 


(By Gordon and Rove!) 

A great comedy cong—easy to leara-—- 
easy to put over—sure fire im any spot 
MILLER MUSIC, INC. 

62 West i5th St., New York City, N.Y- 
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SPURT LAST WK. 
BEST IN 2 YRS. 


Sheet music business went into 
a substantial upward spurt last 
week, producing the first real op- 
timistic and bullish spirit among 
the publishing and jobbing ranks 
for the past two or three years. 
Dealers that had let their stock run 
down during the summer suddenly 
prought their order books into 
heavy play. Flock of hit songs on 
the market is likely accountable in 
Jarge measure for the hefty jump 
in sales. 

Over the counter trend is further 
substantiated by the way several of 
the top sellers have been holding 
on and clicking off surprisingly 
large increases from the call angle. 
Also the rapid headway being made 
by such newcomers to the blue-rib- 
bon six as ‘Say It,Isn't So’ (Berlin), 
and ‘Let’s Turn Out the Lights’ 
(Harms), ‘Shantytown’ is still selling 
strong, while ‘We Just Couldn't Say 
Goodbye,’ which nudged the latter 
out of first place with the turning 
of the current month, is piling up 
a probable sales record for the year. 

Ten best sheet sellers for the 
week ending Oct. 8, gathered from 
reports of sales made by leading 
jobbers, were: 

“We Just Couldn't Say Goodbye’ 
(Keit-Engel). 

‘In Old Shantytown’ (Witmark). 

‘Say It Isn’t So’ (Berlin). 

‘Put Out the Lights’ (Harnis). 

‘Masquerade’ (Feist). 

‘Strange Interlude’ (Miller). 

‘Love Me Tonight’ (Famous). 


‘Tll Never Be the Same’ (Rob- 
bins). 

‘Always the Same Sweetheart’ 
(Morris). 


‘Three's a Crowd’ (Witmark). 


THOMPSON’S ADVENT 


@anadian Publisher-Distrib to Add 
Berlin and DeSylva 

Jordon V. Thompson, Canadian 
publisher and distributor, is due in 
from Montreal this week to work 
out a deal for the Berlin and De- 
Sylva, Brown & Henderson catalogs. 

Thompson's present operating 
plans calls for limiting himself to 
five American publishing houses’ 
songs. To date he’s taken over for 
reprinting across the border a 
fiock of numbers from Feist, Keit- 
Engel and Donaldson, Douglas & 
Gumble. 








Capitol’s Two 


Washington, Oct. 10. 

Only two nite clubs will run in 
town this fall. Michel, sole repeater, 
epened Sept. 23, in Thomas Circle 
gpot. Chanticler in same building, 
operated last year as private club, 
will be used to take care of over- 
flow from Michel. 

Rudy Vallee will open the Silver 
Slipper, new effort located in old 
Montmarte, playing three nites. 
Club sunk. $3,000 in decorations only 
to buck against city’s tight fire law. 
Wrangle is still'on with authorities, 
but opening is advertised for Oct. 17. 


The Banans’ Charges 


Salem, Mass., Oct. 10. 

Harry J. Banan of Haverhill, 
band leader at New England dance 
resorts, has hit back at his wife’s 
accusation that he was friendly 
with other women by filing a cross- 
petition against her, charging her 
with misconduct. Banan seeks cus- 
tody of their 14-year-old son. 

According to his wife’s answer to 
the suit, Banan openly boasted of 
his conquests with women. She 
Says she found lipsticks and hair- 
Pins in his automobile. The cou- 
ple were married in 1912. 





MEXICANS GET KALE 
Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 

State labor commission succeeded 
in getting $1,350 salary due 26 Mex- 
icans who played at the L. A. 
County fair. Money had been at- 
tached by a creditor of Ann Demp- 
ster, who booked the band. 


Charles F. Lowy, attorney for 
the commission, filed a preferred 
Claim, releasing the sum due the 


Musicians but leaving the $300 that 





Miss Dempster was to get under 
the plaster. 
Louis Connor orch., afier seven 


Months at the Rice hotel, Houston, 
Slated a six month stay at the 


Kansas City Club, K. C. 


ior 





Pluggers Merge 





Detroit, Oct. 16. 

In an effort to keep the boys 
off the sireets this winter some 
of the local music publishers’ 
representatives, commonly 
called ‘song pluggers’ have 
taken an office together. Each 
pays $2 a month. 

Those participating are Will 
Collins, Famous; David Silver- 
man, Shapiro, Bernstein; Julian 
Harris, Davis, Keit & Engle; 
Bob Miller, Feist; Harry Guy, 
arranger, and Buddy Fields and 
Gerald Marks, song writers. 


JOE SANDERS AND WIFE, 
BANDMEN, IN BUS CRASH 


Chicago, Oct. 10, 

Joe Sanders, his wife and a couple 
of boys in the orchestra were 
badly injured and burned in a bus 
accident (5) on the Grant highway 
between Stockton and Woodbine. 
Ill. Bus in which they were riding 
crashed into a produce truck, over- 
turned and broke into flames. Most 
seriously burned of the foursome 
was William Paley, drummer and 
cousin of the Columbia network 
prexy of the same name. Paley was 
removed to a Dubuque, Ia., hospital. 

Sanders and his wife were treated 
in a nearby physician's office, while 
the other members of the band, who 
suffered only slight injuries, went 
on to play a LaCrosse, Wis., date 
booked for that night. 














MAYER’S 100% 


Owns Pioneer Paul Co. Outright— 
Still 50-50 On Jobbing Outfit 


Max Mayer has taken over the 
complete ownership of the Paul 
Pioneer Publishing Co., whose cat- 
alog confines itself to the school 
trade. Outfit became his with the 
purchase of Maurice Richmond’s 
half interest. 

Although operated through Rich- 
mond-Mayer, the Paul Pioneer Co. 
is a separate corporate entity. May- 
er has several more months in 
which to find a partner to take over 
Richmond's half interest in Rich- 
mond-Mayer, or if failing on this 
score, to liquidate the company’s 
assets. 


Geyter, Writer of Red 


Anthem, Dies in Paris 


Paris, Oct. 10. 

Pierre de Geyter, 85, who com- 
posed the music of the Communistic 
anthem ‘Internationale,’ died in a 
hospital in St. Denis. 

He was born in Lille in Northern 
France, lived as a workman, but 
later when visiting Moscow was 
given a home in a palace by the 
Soviets as one of the fathers of 
Communism. 

Few countries ever paid him roy- 
alties, though his tune is univer- 
sally used by the Reds of all na- 
tionalities. 


POWERS, SOLO 


Sammy Stept Out of Music Pub. 
Partnership 











Sammy Stept has siepped out of 
his partnership with Dick Powers. 
Publishing firm’s name will remain 
Stept & Powers, Inc., with Powers 
in complete control. 

In quitting the partnership one 
understanding is that Stept will 
be paid out of the profits accruing. 
He and Powers have been operating 
together since last February. Stept 
succeeded Arthur Freed in the firm 
which was originally Freed & 
Powers, Inc. 


MOLLISON BALLY 

Decca phonograph records of Lon- 
'don is planning an _ international 
i ballyhoo for ‘Bravo Jim,’ dedicated 
to James A. Mollison, the English 
transatlantic flyer, when he gets 
back to New York with Mrs. Molli- 
son (Amy Johnson). 

Peter Maurice Music Co. of Lon- 








| and Lucky Wilbur, Hollywood mu- 


sic representatives, will fly to 
las Nov. 4 to attend the opening of 





Jimmy Grier’s orchestra at the 
Adolphus, 
| Plantation Grill of the Muehle- | 


a } 


'hach, Kansas City, reopened Oct. 7 | 


with Gus 
j orchestra as the feature. 


Arnheim's Coconut Grove 


- 





don publishes the song which is 
by Joseph Geo. Gilbert. 
Art Schwartz, Ariie Mehlinge: 


VARIETY 61 














SOULFUL FIDDLER BACK | 


Hans Muenzer Returns to B&K, 
Chicago 








Chicago, Oct. 10. 
Sex appeal has been restored to 
the Chicago theatre symphony or- 
chestra. Balaban & Katz has hired 
Hans Muenzer, the soulful fiddler, 
to resume as concert master. He 


has been in Europe for some time. 


Muenzer was the reason so many 
women fought for downfront 
in former times. He operates fiddle 
number one with a spotlight as 
often as possible. And do the dames 


sigh! 


seats 


Meanwhile, Joseph Littau remairs | too. 


as conductor on a more or less per- 
manent basis. He is still the mac. .ro 
of the Omaha Symphony, but 
Omaha is having a lot of trouble 
getting money and until the funds 
to carry on are forthcoming Littau 
will earn an honest penny with | 
B&K. 


VALLEE-SCRIBE FEUD 
GOOD FOR PAGE ONE 


Cleveland, Oct. 10. | 
Rudy Vallee, making personal ap- 
pearance at RKO Palace, went on 


! 





a rampage for two days looking for | 


reporter who allegedly misquoted 
him in an interview, but left with- 
out carrying out his threat to 
blacken both of the _ offending 
seribe’s eyes. Feud made front- 
page news here for three days, al- 
though it had the smell of a pub- 
licity gag to insiders. Anthony C. 
DeCola, courtroom reporter for 
‘Cleveland Press,’ covered the 
crooner’s arrival and his reconcilia- 
tion with Fay Webb. 

Another reporter claims DeCola 
asked Vallee only one question dur- 
ing the interview: what the Vaga- 
bond Lover thought of Russ Colum- 
bo. Crooner is said to have burned 
and cracked back at the mugger, 
who retaliated with a scorching 
story. 





Arrest Order for Lew 
Conrad in P. A.’s Suit 


His failure to appear for exam- 
ination in connection with a judg- 
ment obtained by his former press 
agent has resulted in a body attach- 
ment being issued against Lew Con- 
rad, mike warbler. Order for arrest 
was signatured by Judge Schimmel 
in City Court following a motion 
for contempt of court made by the 
lawyer for the p.a., Estella H. Karn. 
Judgment on her salary claim 
amounts to $553. 

Conrad had been served te appear 
for questioning in supplementary 
proceedings Sept. 27. Warbler 
opened at the Statler Hotel, Boston, 
last Friday (7). 





Max Steiner Acting 


Hollywood, Oct. 10. 

Max Steiner, Radio music chief, 
puts his pan in front of the cameras 
in ‘Phantom Fame,’ playing an or- 
chestra conductor, without lines, 
but with closeups. 

He’s now referring to himself as 
‘Clark’ Steiner, and says if he gets 
any offers to play in westerns, he’s 
going to change his name to ‘Hoot’ 
Steiner. 


the maestro in the 1932 
dansapation 
the-minutes. 
| the current rage, ‘Let’s Put Out the 
| Lights and Go to Bed,’ a clever odd- 
lity by Herman Hupfeld with a nifty 
| lyric, and ‘You're Telling Me.’ 
jter is by Gus Kahn and Walter Don- 
|aldson, an old songwriting partner- 
ship just renewed—and they're good, 


mona and Her Grand Piano featured 
in ‘Lights’ and the P. 











tn tease 


Osborne’s Loew Dates 


Loew has a six weeks’ option on | 
Will Osborne and band following 
that singer’s current four weeks’ 
booking at $2,750. | 
Osborne started in Jamaica, L. 1, | 
last week. Charlie Yates agented. | 


HERE AND THERE 


Organists, absent from the RKO 
Palace and Loew’s in Rochester are 
back respectively, Tom Grierson 
and J. Gordon Baldwin. 

Paddy Cliff orchestra breaking 
jump from RKO Orpheum, Minne- 
apolis to RKO, Dallas, by playing a! 
week at the S. D., Corn Palace. 


| 

















Bernice Petkere, songwriteress, 
out and about after a serious siege 
of sickness. | 


Herman Cohen, New Haven boy 





wonder, under the wing of Eddie 
Wittstein, N. H. maestro, crashes 
tin pan alley with a song, ‘Ever | 
Since I First Met You,’ introduced | 
fon air by ‘Street Singer’ Arthur} 
Tracy 
A! Evans, more than a year or- 
eanist at the Fox, Atlanta, | 


shifted to the Paramount console. 


On Your Shoes’ and ‘Alone Together’ 


‘Please’ 


and 


Jing and, dove Me Tontent,’ (not 
shank phim ~ ‘Viekee eatin same 
(Small vocalizing: /a ™ gg f aul 
LANE ; 1d No. 24138 
| backs up ‘Pink Elephants’ and ‘Pu- 
leeze! Mr. Hemingway!’ both in the 
novelty manner. ‘Elephants’ may 
i} become another ‘Horses’ for Olsen 
and ‘Hemingway’ is one of those 
isillies that may also catch on, par- 
{ larly with its metody reminis- 


Disc Reviews 


By Abel Green 





Paul Whiteman 

of stepology by 

manner of 

with the tunes up-to- 
Victor 24140 couples 


A flock corking 


Lat- 


It’s tiptop foxtrot material for 
the Whiteman manner with Ra- 
W. Rhythm 
Boys doing their stuff in ‘Telling 
Me.’ 

Victor 24141 is distinguished by 
Irving Berlin’s No. 2 hit of the fall 
season, ‘How Deep Is the Ocean 
(How High Is the Sky),’ equally as 
good as ‘Say It Isn't So,’ which Jack 
Fulton vocalizes in between. the 
symphonic rhythmpation by the; 
Whitemanites. ‘I'll Follow You,’ on 
the reverse, is a fitting companion 
piece, Red McKenzie handling the 
vocal. 


Isham Jones 


The songwriting - bandsman is 
another who’s prolifically recording 





|for Victor, with the idea mainly to 


get the newer tunes on the wax 
pronto so that they may ride to 
popularity with the radio plugging. 
Of the following sextet, but one this 
time is by Jones and his collabora- 
tor, Charles Newman, but their ‘lll 
Never Have to Dream Again’ is one 
of the season’s better waltzes. ‘Be- 
side the Sunset Trail’ is the foxtrot 
backer-upper. Victor 24134. 

Victor 24118 is ‘Everyone Says I 
Love You’ from the Marx Bros. pic- 
ture and ‘Always in My Heart’; 
Victor 24129 is another waltz-fox- 
trot couplet, ‘Someday We'll Meet 
Again,’ and the appealing foxtrot 
ballad, ‘Twas Only a Summer 
Night’s Dream’ by the talented Gus 
Kahn and his wife, Grace LeBoy 
Kahn. Al! have vocal refrains and 
all are distinguished by that fetch- 
ing rhythmic bass tempo, plus all 
the other niceties usually associated 
with an Isham Jones dance arrange- 
ment. 





Debroy Somers—Savoy Orpheans 


Imported 10-Incher on Columbia 
2712 of ‘Good Night Vienna,’ tango 
foxtrot from the foreign-made U.A. 
picture, ‘Magic Night,’ by the De- 
broy Somers Band. It’s coupled 
with ‘Voice in the Old Village Choir,’ 
of American lineage but British 
copyright, played by the Savoy 
Hotel Orpheans. 


Frank Traumbauer 


Straightforward dance music, sans 
fancy frills, by the musicianly 
Frankie Traumbauer and his sizzl- 
ing band. ‘Business in Q’ is a dance 
musician’s delight, although having 
little other appeal than for the de- 
cisive rhythmania of the Traum- 
bauer instrumentalists. I Think 
You’re a Honey’ is another straight- 
forward foxtrot, competently per- 
formed for the primary rhythmic 
purpose for which it’s originally in- 
tended. Columbia 2709. 


Louis Armstrong 


With the dusky trumpeteer and 
rhythm sharp on a European tour, 
‘Body and Soul’ and ‘Shine’ are 
probably holdovers from past re- 
cordings.-They’re in the usual Arm- 
strong manner of heated syncopa- 
tion and very hi-ho on the mad- 
mannered vocalizing. As foxtrots, 
they’re very inspiriting on the hoof. 


Leo Reisman 


Reisman is the class maestro on 
the Victor label. He gets those big 


show tunes assigned most often, 
this time doing the outstanders 
from ‘Flying Colors,’ by Howard 


Dietz and Arthur Schwartz. ‘Shine 
serve Reisman well and he does well 
by ’em in turn. Victor 24131. 

From the pop catalogs two Car- 
men Lombardo tunes, ‘After To- 
night’ and ‘As Long As Love Lives 
On,’ both foxtrots, are likewise ex- 
pertly dansapated under the Reis- 
man baton, Victor 24126. 


George Olsen 


The Olsenites are others who 
arent permitted much spare time 
seemingly, what with their Hotel 


New Yorker, radio and prolific Vic- 
tor recordings. No. 24139 couples 
from the soon -to-be-re- 
leased Par pic, ‘The Big Broadcast.’ 

‘It’s Gonna Be You,’ a pop. Bob 
Borger and Fran Frey air their ton- 
sils respectively here. 


‘Say It Isn’t So,’ the new Berlin 


of pop song. 


Victor Arden-Phil Ohman 
Ohman and Arden and their or- 
chestra, but most particularly feat- 


uring their twin pianology in the 
dance arrangements, give out the 
popular ‘Hold Up Your Hands in 


the name of the Law of Love’ and 
‘What Did I Get in Return?’ Frank 
Luther and Lewis James doing the 
tenor vocalizing on Victor 24127. 

No. 24133 couples tunes ftom 
‘Smiling ‘aces,’ the short- A&cd 
Shubert-Fred Stone musical com- 
edy, selections being ‘I Stumbled 
Over You and Fell in Love,” with 
‘There Will Be a Girl’ on the re- 
verse. Luther solos in both. They’re 
played in the usual. sprightly 
Ohman-Arden manner. 

Freddy Martin 

This maestro from a Brooklyn ho- 
tel favors the melody foxtrot type 
‘Three on a Match’ and 
‘Nightfall’ are in that category. 
Martin’s men handle ’em both well 
on Columbia 2708, with Elmer Feld- 
kamp on the vocal solo. 

Don Bestor 

This orchestra leader has been ro- 
tating all over the country, spotted 
at the various class hostelries in the 
principal keys, and doing all right 
on the dance band situation. He 
certainly should have a pretty good 
conception of the country’s varie- 
gated dance tastes in the various 
sectors, and his sample of foxtrot- 
ology on these Victor recordings ev- 
idences a catering to the popular 
taste. Bestor is now in New York 
at the Lexington hotel on the fash- 
ionable East Side. 

On Victor 24135, ‘Sweetheart Hour’ 
and ‘Contented,’ the latter Bestor's 
own composition, should go well 
with the dance hounds, as should 
No. 24136, coupling another brace of 
foxtrots, ‘I Guess It Wasn't Meant 
to Be’ and ‘To the Rhythm of the 
River Rhine (in Tulip Time)’, which 
latter reunites Al Bryan-Fred 
Fisher as a pop songwriting team. 
Fisher has been inactive for quite a 
while. ‘Meant to Be’ is another new 
Kahn-Donaldson number. In all, 
Neil Buckley of the band vocalizes 
the choruses. 





Mildred Bailey-Wayne King 

This old vocal-waltz coupling of a 
songstress and the King orchestra is 
explained by ‘Forbidden Love,’ the 
waltz, being more of a concert piece 
rather than for orthodox hoofing 
purposes. Not that the King ar- 
rangement isn’t practical, as the Chi 
bandleader substantiates his rep as 
the ‘Waltz King’—as is his punning 
appellation—but it’s just as effective 
for parlor yaude purposes. The tune 
is by Enric Madreguera, who virtu- 
ally single-handedly ‘made’ his own 
composition by plugging it on his 
broadcasts from the Commodore ho- 
tel, N. Y., where Madreguera’s own 
ork holds fcrth. 

As for the Mildred Bailey assign- 
ment, ‘Dear Old Mother Dixie,’ not 
every songstress could boast of hav- 
ing Paul Whiteman and his orches- 
tra to accompany her. Whiteman’'s 
name is thus relegated on the label 
and Miss Bailey’s ballyhooed as the 
soloist, although the Whiteman 
Rhythm Boys also pitch in on the 
accomps. And not every maestre 
would aecede to such relegation, 
but it’s apparently in line with 
Whiteman’s desire not to handicap 
her, as was more materially evi- 
denced when he released her from @ 
personal contract so that she cam 
earn more on her own. Victor 24137 


Rudy Vallee 
Having since gone over to Colunts 
bia at more per ‘side’ and for bette# 











‘ . body Loves a Baby 


j Frey again officiates on this couplet, 


solo ballyhooing, this is a holdover 
Victos release by the Valleeites, do. 
ing two march foxtrots, ‘The Sona 
of the Navy’ and ‘To the Legion.’ 
They'll never become ‘Maine Stein 
Songs’ or ‘Anchors Aweighs,’ but 
they're certainly very spirited foxes 
under the Vallee baton. He also 
contributes vocally, aided by a male 
quartet. Haven Gillespie and Byron 
Gay (where have both these former 
prolific songsmiths been so long”) 
fashioned ‘Navy,’ and Vallee, with 
Hugh Mooney and Slim Letford, get 
billing credit for the ‘Legion’ com- 
position. 


Radio Show Out, L. A. 
Stations Will Plug Sets 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
Los Angeles will forego its radio 
show this fall, despite it has been an 
annual event for eight years, con- 


ducted under the auspices of the 
tadio and Music Trades associa- 
tion. 


At a meeting of the members of 
the association, which comprises all 
branches of the radio industry, it 
was decided that better results can 


be obtained by using its own 
medium, the air, to plug its busi- 
ness. 

A radio set selling campaign will 
be organized, with fitting programs 
arranged to go over all local sta- 


tions. 
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& Marco has changed 
title of ‘Desperate Sam,’ Bert Gor- 
don unit now in San Francisco. 
From now on it's ‘Tia Juana.’ 


Fanchon 


Judgment for $400, and $100 in- 
terest, was given H. C. Lichten- 
berger, property appraiser, in Muni- 
cipal court, against Noah Beery, for 
services rendered in 1929. 


F. L. Reinmuth suing Howard 
Seiter and his wife, Marion Hopper 
Brown Seiter, for $95 worth of mer- 
chandise in Municipal court. 


Iome theatre and David Hunter, 
manager, target of a $157.50 Munici- 


action brought by as- 
Ad-Vance Trailer Service. 

Jack Goldstone of New York 
awarded a $1,200 judgment against 
Felix Young in Municipal court on 
a note claimed signed by Young 
when he wags producing ‘Top o’ the 
Hill’ at the Mayan. 


| pal court 
signee of 


Frank L. De Pasquale, who just 
opened the Bal Tabarin, Hollywood 
night club, haled before the state 
labor commission for alleged fail- 


ure to pay $75 salary to Arthur 
Levy, press agent. ° 
Ada Mae Moore, singer, filed a 


salary claim for $50 against Jack 
Martin, Hollywood vaude booker. 








PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(Continued from page 42) 


with a faster tempo on which the 
diction proved faulty. 

Minevitch and his Rascals wind 
up, the Merriel Abbott. Girls dress- 
ing up for the finish. 

It's only Minevitch's thoroughly 
showmanship-manned and_ enter- 
taining act, plus Miss Roye, that 
saves the stage show from being 
the poorest down here in a long 
time. 

Rubinoff, with his exaggerated pit 
direction of .‘Victor Herbert Melo- 
dies,’ held over, and there are four 
clips on the Paramount News in the 
hole between feature and presenta- 
tion. 

Par seems to have greatly over- 
done its trailer on ‘The Big Broad- 
cast’ (coming in Friday (14), spliced 
as usual into newsreel. Business at 
capacity Saturday afternoon. Char. 


ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Oct. 6. 

Boasting three film ‘names,’ the 
current Orpheum bill provides sat- 
isfactory, if not exceptional, enter- 
tainment. The show contains a 
goodly amount of comedy. While 
not the best of the recent offerings, 
it is a long way from being the 
poorest. 

The trio from the screen com- 
prises Sue Carol and Nick Stuart, 
headlining, and Daphne Pollard, 
featured in the runner-up spot. 
Curiosity on the younger set’s part 
to see Miss Carol and Stuart prob- 
ably accounted for some trade. 

James Evans, foot juggler and 
balancer, opens mildly. He per- 
forms a number of difficult stunts 
which win applause, but his routine 
lacks sufficient variety, being just a 
straightaway exhibition. The act is 
well dressed and its equipment is 
covered with vari-colored metals to 
make for good effects when the 
spotlights hit them. 

The Vanderbilt Boys get by nicely 
with their lively melange of singing, 
dancing, and comedy in the No. 2 
position. They do an amusing radio 
burlesque and effectively intersperse 
clowning with vocal efforts and 
stepping. The audience liked them. 

Daphne Pollard worked energet- 
ically and efficiently at a fast clip 
and received plenty of laughs. In 
her familiar cokney garb she was 
funny as usual, and her comedy 
songs and eccentric glides and 
dancing went over nicely. With the 
assistance of two men and ,a park 
bench, she acted out a scene from 
one of her comedy shorts in which 
she endeavors to ensnare a police- 
man. It was good for laughs. 

Sue Carol and Nick Stuart don’t 
do much of anything, but they are 
good to look at and a personable and 
pleasant pair. The audience took 
them to heart and gave plenty of 
evidence of liking them. In an inti- 
mate sort of way they told a few 
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mildly funny stories, riddles and 
jokes, some of them not so new, and 
Miss Carol played the dumbbell, a 
la Gracie Allen, with moderate suc- 
cess. 

Renoff, Renova and Bekefi close 
the show with a pretentiously staged 
dancing act. The attractive Sin- 
clair Twins, wearing bizarre and 
much-revealing costumes, supply the 
jazz dancing and singing to vary the 
more classical fare of the Russian 
trio. The whiris and adagio work 
of the two men and woman are far 
above the ordinary. Both men give 
startling exhibitions of strength. 
‘The Most Dangerous Game,’ a 
real draw; Pathe News and a com- 
edy on the screen. Good business at 
this late evening show. Rees. 


FOX, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Oct. 2. 
‘Hat Check Girl’ on screen and 
tab version of ‘Sally’ on stage ap- 
parently sending Fox to best gross 
of past several weeks. 
Larry Ceballos’ staging of ‘Sally’ 
ran 76 minutes here, considerably 
shorter than in previous dates. 
Pace this Sunday night pretty slow, 
nearly all participants showing the 
strain of four long shows daily. 
Mary Eaton okay as lead. Bal- 
ance of cast, equally capable, in- 
cluded T. Roy Barnes, Hal Young, 
Jack Eagan, Jack Duffy, Jack Wal- 
dron, Miss Harriett, Harry Stafford 
and George Guhl. Mel Ruick ba- 
toned the orchestra. 
Walt Roesner’s overture was com- 
positions of Saint-Saens, being a 
colorful arrangement, skilfully con- 
ducted by Roesner, who has been 
here, except for few months, since 
house opened three years ago, and 
has built up a healthy following. 
Reception on these classics much 
better than that accorded the pop 
orchestra reverted to few weeks ago, 
when press and public alike re- 
quested a return to class music as 
done by largest theatre orchestra— 
35 men—on Coast. 
Herman Kersken had another of 
his swell drama trailers, this one on 
next week’s ‘Congo,’ with tom-tom 
group performing behind scrim as 
trailer unreeled. Bock. 


FOX, DETROIT ° 


Detroit, Oct. 10. 

The first stage show in this house 
for over two months, with = labor 
troubles the difficulty. Town will 
be glad the difficulties are over if 
the show this week is an example 
of what may be expected in the 
future. Frank and Milt Britton and 
band with four additional acts in 
the stage show and ithe overture 
with Russ Morgan and the Sparton 
Singers. All this coupled with ‘Hat 
Check Girl’ (Fox), newsreel and 
Mickéy Mouse cartoon spell a lot 
for 25c mats and 50c evenings. 

House seating 5,100 is the biggest 
locally, and that’s a handicap. Stage 
shows are so far away from most 
of the audience that the sight acts 
are easier to assimilate than others. 
This week the handicap is definitely 
surmounted. 

Fox made a good choice in Russ 
Morgan as director of the orchestra 
and master of ceremonies. This 
week he confines his activities to 
directing and singing. Morgan was 
formerly m. c. at the State for Kun- 
sky-Trendle and more recently on 
Station WXYZ for the same firm. 
One of the best arrangers in these 
parts, he shows his ability in this 
week’s overture called ‘Meeting the 
Boys.’ In addition to his own vocal- 
izing Morgan has the Sparton Sing- 
ers from radio to nelp out. 

Of the acts on the stage Chic 
Kennedy has been seen before at this 
same house. Top number is the four 
part ‘Ain't Done Right by Little 
Nell’ skit, done all alone with the 
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help of an ingenious flat of four 
characters with the faces cut out. 
Beatrice Howlett also got over 
nicely with a well done series of 
imitations, 

Loretta Dennison combines a lot 
of talent, being a looker and a red 
head and also a performer on the 
clarinet and xylophone, She does a 
nice tap dance while playing the 
‘phone and also acts as mistress of 
ceremonies capably. 

Hite, Kenny and Casey complete 
the talent and also get over as a 
| trio of dancers. Dressed nicely. 
| Business fair. Lee. 


OLYMPIA, PARIS 
Paris, Oct. 1. 


Olympia is doing very good busi- 
ness due to putting in the Natan 
smash ‘Les Gaietes de l'Escadron’ 
at the precise moment when the 
weather is turning cold, vacations 
stop, and rain is driving crowds in. 

After a mixed newsreel of Natan 
and Eclair, Paul Oscard presents an 
excellent though short stage show 
titled ‘Fountains.’ It is really more 
like an abbreviated ballet by his 
new line of 16 girls, with a number 
injected by the Marcelle adagio trio. 

Settings of drapes and proper use 
of lighting show new ideas are set- 
ting in French presentations. Then 
comes a very good ‘Silly Symphony,’ 
animated cartooon, which gets a big 
hand, and before the film comes 
another stage prolog—this time very 
military in idea, as behooves a 
barracks story feature. 

The band, dressed in uniforms, is 
shown on a public square of a gar- 
rison town, and plays under a kiosk, 
while the Olympia line of girls, 
dressed as French soldiers, parade 
on the stage as the listening crowd. 
There is a bit of cemedy injected, 
necessitating George Bailly, or- 
chestra leader, himself in the cos- 
tume of a military bandmaster, 
coming to the front and participat- 
ing, which is a far throw from his 
highbrow classical activities of for- 
mer days. 

This is followed by the film, with 
the first sequenee on aée scrim. 
yaietes de l‘Escadron’ keeps them 
happy until the end of a 140-minute 
show. Mazi. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Oct. 10. 


This week’s show is a good one 
for one sure reason and several 
others that can be merely guesses. 
The certain reason is that it’s so 
far better than last week’s that the 
comparison alone puts it in the 
success class. One of the others is 
that the opposition house, the Fox, 
resumes stage shows this week 
with an outstanding array of talent 
and at a 55c top, compared to 75c 
here. 

Opening show runs 73 minutes 
and not too long for entertainment. 
Later cuts in routining, etc., may 
have been due to the show running 
over. Cuts didn’t help much, if at 
all. Suffering mostly is Bobby Pin- 
cus and Co., the ce. being a Frenchy 
brunet. This is a new act for Pin- 
cus and one that won't do him any 
harm, 

Al Wohlman was evidently 
brought in as m. c. because a title 
was needed. Using ‘Manhattan 
Modes,’ Wohlman was chosen as the 
nearest available metropolitan-look- 
ing m. ec. Wohlman also doesn’t do 
himself any harm stopping the show 
on his own. 

Chilton and Thomas are on late 
and work right into the finale. This 
act has something new every time 
they come around. Doing a tap 
routine with four miniature hurdles 
and special lyrics, they top with 
the tri-pedestal dance that still kills 
them. 

Remaining act is Cardini, in 12 
minutes of prestidigitations, using 
ecards, billiard balls and cigarets. 
Working without audible comment, 
Cardini did the nearly impossible 
by _getting over in a 4,000-seat 
house. 

Lou Forbes is on the stage for 
his orchestral number, using ‘Harle- 
mania.’ But the topper is the ‘Four 
Horsemen,’ composed of Forbes 
and three other boys from the band 
in a trio of numbers. Working on 
the pit platform, the quartet stopped 
them cold, 

Lambert has contributed some 
nice line work that rounds out a 
good show. Picture, ‘Phantom 
President’ (Par) and biz suet. 

ee. 


WARFIELD, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Oct. 7. 

Al Kvale is the new m. c. here, 
bringing a long Chicago and a 
shorter Hollywood rep with him. 
Apparent that Kvale will get along 
with Warfield patrons, as he dis- 
played enough musical versatility 
to suit them, a pleasing style and 
stage deportment, and an okay per- 
sonality. His initial bow was made 
with ‘One Man Band,’ in which he 
played several instruments, and 
over nicely. 

Peggy O'Neill's stage show moved 
fast, with La Fayette and La Verne 
doing a rough apache. Nelson and 
Knight, here often, had some new 
material, but much of it was fa- 
miliar stuff. 

Capp Brothers and Sisters, mixed 
foursome of hoofers, ckay. Joaquin 
Garay, in fourth week, chanted ‘One 











Alone,’ heavier than his usual type 
of pop stuff, and drew nice hand. 
Biz good at this matinee. Norma 
Shearer in ‘Smilin’ Through’ (M-G) 
the feature. Bock, 
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of ‘The Merry Widow,’ W. H. Berry 
resigned part he created 25 years 
ago, claiming it was so curtailed 
practically nothing left. 








Jane Baxter Widowed 

Jane Baxter, young actress, wid- 
owed through the death at Brook- 
lands Sept. 24 of Clive Dunfee, rac- 
ing motorist. For the first time in 
legal history the Movietone News 
film of the race was shown at the 
inquest to show how accident hap- 
pened. 


Off to So. Africa 

Archie Parkhouse, American or- 
ganist, brought from the U. S. A. 
by Hyams Brothers for their picture 
houses, has accepted a _ contract 
from Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer to play 
at their house in Johannesburg. He 
leaves England within a month. 


Maude’s New Plan 

Cyril Maude has been itching to 
return to the stage for some time 
now. A few months ago ‘Variety's 
London office stated he contem- 
plated a return with a production 
of ‘The Return of Peter Grimm.’ 
Nothing came of this, and it is 
definitely settled he will appear in 
a comedy ‘Once a Husband’ at the 
Haymarket, with Owen Nares and 
Fay Compton appearing with him. 
The role is a comparatively small 
one for so important a star. 


Tourists in England 
Foreign visitor to England during 
August numbered 29,450, of which 
40% were Americans. 


‘Left Bank’ So So 

Elmer Rice's ‘The Left Bank’ was 
produced at the Ambassadors, 
Sept. 26, and it doesn’t look as if 
it will get over. 

The types are not overly well 
played by an almost entirely Eng- 
lish company. 


Not Box Office 
‘Strange Orchestra’ was produced 


at the St. Martin’s, Sept. 27, after 
having been tried out at the Em- 
bassy some months ago. It was 


not commercial then, and still suf- 
fers from the same complaint. 


Pavilion Band Dates 

Harry Roy and his RKOlians, 
looked upon as a permanent Lon- 
don Pavilion feature, terminate end 
of October. Harry Reso, famous 
for having lifted the entire Hal 
Sherman act, goes there for all 
November, with band, after which 
he will be replaced by Billy Cot- 
ton and band of 18. 





Weir Quits Maurice 

Lew Weir, who gave up the po- 
sition of general manager with 
Lawrence Wright to go with Peter 
Maurice, in same capacity, is out, 
and replaced by Jeffrey Clayton. 
Weir has an idea of forming his 
own publishing company. With the 
music publishing business being at 
its worst, another company will not 
make any difference. 


Outside Dates Conflict 

Ray Fox, brought over here some 
three years ago for the Cafe de 
Paris, as the ‘Whispering -cornet- 
tist,’ and for the last two years at 
the Monseigneur with his own band, 
is quitting Oct. 21. This is result 
of row with Jack Upson, director, 
due to Fox having several vaude- 
ville and picture house dates lined 
up. 


Balk on English Money 
Marie Manewitz, professionally 
Marie Mallory, in the Joe Morris 
act, sailed on Olympic, Sept. 28. 
Mrs. Mallory was dissatisfied with 
salary, which was paid in English 


pounds. Joan Fred Emney, Eng- 
lish, replaced. 
G. T.’s Eight Weexs 
With the Alhambra, Paris, re- 


opening, General Theatres can now 
offer eight consecutive weeks to 
medium priced American acts. 
They are two weeks Palladium, 
one week Holborn Empire, three 
weeks in English provinces and two 
weeks at the Alhambra, Paris. 


Billions in Bets 

Report from betting committee, 
held at the board of trade, reveals 
turn over of 600 million pounds on 
all forms of betting in England an- 
nually. 

But this does not 
bookmakers 


include street 
and numerous West 


End clubs, which operate under 
cover, and are not legalized. This 
easily brings the total up to 800 


million pounds. 


— 
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Says Prof. Dana 
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ous countries, I find in the theatres of 
those countries certain excellencieg: 
in the theatre of London a certain 
British restraint and respectability; 


of Paris, a certain French bright. 
ness and lightness of touch; of 
Berlin, a certain German weight 


and depth; of Vienna, a 
Austrian delicate indelicacy. 


‘But I do not find in the cities og 
other countries, the range, the var-~ 
iety, the richness, the appeal to the 
whole people that I find in the thea. 
tres of Moscow and Leningrad. 


‘The last 15 years have been re. 
markable in the theatres of my own 
country in America. The Theatre 
Guild, the Provincetown Players, the 
Civic Repertory have achieved qa 
certain success and a certain pres- 
tige all over the world. The plays 
of Eugene O'Neill have been acted 
all over the world. 


‘Yet today the number of theatres 


certain 


diminished from 75 to 25 and those 
open are only half full. Half the 
American actors are unemployed, 
The work of the actor is hampered 
by always having to act the same 
role or the same type. The scenic 
designers are discouraged from 
making any experiments. The sys- 
tem of acting is the same in all 
theatres and becomes monotonous, 
The range of plays is limited to a 
few subjects: chiefly sex. 


‘For Idle Rich’ 


‘At best the theatre offers an af- 
ter dinner entertainment for a few 
idle rich. It certainly fails to reach 
the great masses of the peaple. The 
decline of the theatre in America 
is but an indication of the decline 
and collapse of the whole capi- 
talistic system. 

In the Soviet Union, on the con- 
trary, this American professor found 
‘a healthy state of the theatre that 
reflects a healthy state of affairs in 
the govenrment as a whole.’ He 
told the Russian theatrical people 
that the ‘Russian theatre has been 
set free.’ All the censors appiauded. 

Although the formal celebration 
was dull and the speeches inter- 
minable, the Alexandrinsky is a 
splendid theatre. The actual samples 
of its work proved this. Be- 
sides revival of old things, ine 
cluding an act from ‘Prince Poze 
harsky’ as produced at the open- 
ing 100 years ago, there was a new 
version of the old classic ‘Sorrow 
from Wisdom’ by Griboyedov. 

In fact, the arrangements for the 
jubilee were the first theatrical 
failure that can be charged against 
the Alexandrinsky in all its century, 


Hollywood 


(Continued from page 6) 


finished. Kubec Glasmon and Jane 
Murfin are now working only a few 
minutes ahead of the filming. 


Credits for ‘Parade’ 

Eight Radio writers who worked 
on ‘Sport Parade’ held two meet- 
ings before they decided that Corey 
Cord and Francis Cockrell get the 
sereen credit. 





Jowett with Bow 
Anthony Jowett has been bor- 
rowed from Metro by Fox for the 
Clara Bow picture, ‘Call Her Sav- 
age.’ He goes into the part orig- 
inally slated for David Manners. 
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OBITUARY 


JOHN R. ROGERS 

John R. 
dead in the bath tub of his. apart- 
hotel, New 


Rogers, 2, was founda 


in the Somerset 
York, Oct. He was struck 
an automobile a couple of weeks 
ago and this is believed to have 
been the indirect cause of his 


death. 

Rogers was one of the first, if not 
the first, to adopt spectacular meth- 
ods in putting over theatrical shows, 
always, of course, excepting P..T. 
Barnum. He had been in the show 
business for more than 70 years and 
ereated Mary Anderson a star by 
‘adroit schemes, including the inti- 
mation that she was,a daughter of 
Gen. Anderson, of Civil War fame. 
Later he took over Minnie Palmer 
and built her into a star of the first 
Yyacnitude, holding her in that posi- 
tion for many years. 

One of his exploits was the fake 
fight with a dummy on the roof, 
throwing over an advertising ban- 
ner when the supposedly desperate 
fight had drawn the desired crowd. 
He was resourceful and season after 
season kept the country stirred 
up about ‘My Sweetheart’ which 
was her personal soubriquet as well 
as the title of her most popular 
play. When he first. became her 
manager they signed an agreement 
that neither was to marry within 
a five year period, but this was 
broken when they were secretly 
married. Rogers had _s traveled 
around the world on eight different 
tours and boasted he had crossed 
the Atlantic 118 times. 

For the past few years he has 
been inactive in theatricals,, but 
‘was a familiar figure along Broad- 
way. At the time of his death he 
was working on his memoirs, an 
earlier manuscript having been de- 
stroyed by fire. 

While his age was officially given 
as 82, he has been employing that 


ment 


- 
‘. 


|fair ground where she had been ex- 
| hibiting. 


’ 
| 
figure for a numberof years, and 
from eight to 10 years might be! 
added. His Jast advance work was 


j ahead of ‘The Trial of Mary Dugan’ 


by | 


about four years ago, for Al Woods: 
Rogers was known ‘Yours 

merrily’ and habitually used that as | 

his slogan. | 


as 


s ' 
| 
| ALPINI BLITCH 

Alpini Blitch, 40, died at Rich- 
mond, Va., Oct. 9. She was found 


| 


| 
| 


dead in her quarters on the State 


Wet weather complicated 
cold from which she had} 
Well known to side |} 


a severe 
been suffering. 


shows. She weighed 732 pounds. j 
we Se } 
RICHARD H. COLEMAN 


Richard H. Coleman, 70, died in 
Weehawken, N. J., Oct. 4.. He was a 
well known minstrel end man with | 


| Primrose and West, Dockstader an: 


other troupes. | 


Survived by his widow, two}! 
daughters and two sons. 
Graham L. Rice, 74, died Sept 


veteran néwspaper man, public of- 
ficial and diplomat. He established | 
the first daily newspaper in Su- | 
perior, Wis., and during the regime | 
of President Roosevelt was commis- | 
sioner of immigration in Porto Rico. 
Widow and two daughters survive 


| 
28, in Hollywood. Deceased was "| 


The grandfather, 84, of Dor- 
othy Burgess, screen player, died 
Oct. 1, in Los Angeles. Pionecr 


merchant is survived by widow, a 


son and three daughters. 


Oct. 1, in Santa Barbara, Calif. 


Mother of Will Rockwell, prof. 
mer. of Harms, died in New York 
Oct. 4. 





Literati 


(Continue from page 54) 
sought by the publisher in both fic- 
tion and non-fiction classes is west- 
Mags published by Chamber- 


ern. 
Jain are ‘Overland Monthly’ and 
‘Out West.’ 
Cleveland Papers’ Deal 
‘Cleveland News,’ independently 


owned for 20 years, last week was 
bought out by the ‘Plain Dealer,’ 
through a new holding company 
known as the Forest City Publish- 
ing Co., which now owns all stock 
in both newspapers. 

The two sheets will continue to 
be operated separately and with 
same policies and officers, accord- 
ing to announcements, with ‘News’ 
as a Republican organ and ‘Plain 
Dealer’ as Democratic. Uncon- 
firmable rumors say that after na- 
tional elections the ‘News’ will drop 


its Sunday paper, which will be 
taken over by the ‘P. D’ Under- 
stood that the ‘P. D. bought its 


rival chiefly to keep Hearst from 
entering the local newspaper field. 

Hearst, incidentally, was in 
Cleveland for more than week to 
undergo an operation at Dr. G. W. 
Crile’s Clinic, but would not make 
any statement about his illness or 
Newspaper business. 

Whether the ‘P. D.’ may later 
move into the ‘News's’ more modern 
plant, renting its own highly valu- 
able property, is problematical, but 
there are reports that such might 
happen if conditions better. 

Officers of the newly formed For- 
est City Publishing Co., are B. P. 
Bole, president, with George M. 
Rogers, John S. McCarrens, Dan R. 
Hanna, Jr.. John A. Hadden, G. §S. 





Holden and I. F. Freiberger, direc- 
tors 
Gangster’s Second 
Al Hill, self admitted gangster, | 
and in pictures for several years, 


hashad his second novel, ‘Banished 
Man,’ accepted for publication this 
fall by McCauley. Book will have 


a preface by William Gibbs Mc- 
Adoo. 
Hill’s first writing effort was 


"Easy Pickins,’ published last fall. 


Afternoon ‘Mirror’ Rumors 

Some more reports in newspaper 
circles last week that the New York 
Mirror’ might switch to the af- 
ternoon field. At one time. before 
Macfadden’s ‘Graphic's’ demise, 
there was talk of the ‘Mirror ‘and 
Graphie’ merging in order that the 


Hearst tabloid could get into the 
afternoon field. 

Conferences on the subject were 
due to be held last week, but ac- 
cording to the stories, Hearst’s op- 
eration in Cleveland put these 
aside. 


War Correspondent in Action 
Margit Veszi, only Hungarian 


| writing 





Mrs. Edmund Wilson, 35, wife | 
of the associate editor of the 
‘New Republic, New York, died 


GOUTBOORS 


of ‘Rope to Spare,’ the Crime Club's 
selection for October. It’s another 
Gethryn story by Philip MacDonald 
Off to a slow start but soon gains 
speed and difficult to lay the book 
down unfinished 

It obvious that only 
group can possibly be concerned in 
the deaths, but MacDonald weaves 
his story in skillful pattern and 
keeps the reader changing his 
until the final cleanup 
Above the murder mystery average 


is a small 


guesses 


Shades’ New Monthly 

Shade Brothers, of Philadelphia, 
are. getting out a new monthly 
a companian mag to their ‘Paris| 
Nights.’ Title of the new one 
‘Gayety.” Makes its debut with a 
November issue. 

Pierre Dumont supposed to be 
editing the new mag in addition to 
Paris Night.’ 


as 


is 


Scrappy Scribes 
Wagener, legit p.a., 
book titled ‘Fighting 
Journalists’ dealing with the lives 
and careers of newspapermen who 
have made history by their battles. 
Separate chapters on the various 
journalists involved will run 
riaHy first in ‘Newsdom.’ | 


is 


Charles 
a 


se- 


Chatter 


James W. Fitzpatrick, one-time 


| vaudeville author-actor and later a 


dramatic critic, has a short story, 
‘O'Flaherty, D. S. C.’; in the cur- 
rent issue of ‘Columbia.’ Courtenay 
Savoge, playwright, is the author of 
‘There’s Magic in Words.’ 

Lew Ney, publisher of poetry and 
|pioneer in the presentation of 
| Poetry Exhibitions, held the first 
| soiree of the Fourth National Poetry 
| Exhibition last week. 

Kenneth M. Ellis, radio author, 
is working on the history of the 
Six Hanlon Bros., pantomimists and 
aerialists of half a century ago. 

Harry Mills, of the Seattle ‘Star,’ 
is in Hollywood to marry Agnes 
Garrigan, Fanchon & Marco dancer. 
Mills is dramatic, picture, church, 
auto, vacation and school editor of 
the ‘Star.’ 

Michel Kraike, Konrad Bercovici's 
| sec, is doing a novel himself. Call- 
ing it ‘Sensual God.’ 

Francis Yeats-Brown here from 
London. 

Elsie McKeogh will handle Harry 
Stewart's first book. 





More Spring.’ 
Faith Baldwin and 
Widdemer around town. 
A. E. W. Mason’s ‘The Three 


Margaret 





woman war correspondent, is di- 
vorcing her second husband, Baron 
Mantica, in Budapest. 
Miss Veszi’s first husband was 
Ferenc Molnar his first of three 
wives. 
Keith’s Second 
Carlos Keith has done a second 
book, ‘Horns for His Head,’ which 
will probably be published by Van- 





guard. Same house brought out his! 
‘Four Wives.’ 
‘Wives’ was the only book last 


summer in the $2.50 retail class that | 
reached five editions. 
Wood Pulp Cycles 

Wood pulp mags are complaining 
along the same lines about which 
Jack Warner, in a late issue of ‘Va- 
riety,’ complains to the Hollywood 
producers—the overdoing of cycles. 

As soon as an adventure or a 
detective or an air story periodical 
catches on, all other wood pulps, or 
the syndicate publishers them- 
selves, get out a flock of the same 
style of mag. 

The reason for one pub house'| 
duplicating its own style is to keep: 
the duplicated circulation to itself,.! 
if it ‘must be copped. 











| 


Chaliapin’s Own 


Knopf will publish Chaliapin’s 
autobiography in the spring. The 
eminent Russian basso has been | 


working on it for a long time, dur- 
ing his travels. 

ceased | 
Radio’s Meld 
Macfadden = subsidiary, 
Teck Publications, which publishes | 
‘Radio News,’ has bought ‘Radio 
Call Book.’ Intention is to merge the 
two. 
Mergers or failures steadily less- 
ening the number of radio mags, 


very plentiful at one time. 


Bernarr 


F. & R.’s ‘Greenbanks’ 
Farrar & Rinehart is taking over 





the work of Eric Linklater and 
publishing Dorothy Whipple's 
‘Greenbanks,’ the English Book | 


Society’s choice for Sept. 
Three Corpses 
Two murders and a suicide form 





the chief properties in the setting 


| see her 
| book form. 


| writer, 


Gentlemen,’ and Arthur Styron’'s 
‘The Three Pelicans’ both were pub- 
lished on the same day. 

Isaac Don Levine tea-ed. 

Mazo de la Roche doing her new 
book in Scotland. 

Irmengarde Eberle is the new 
book picker for Alfred H. King. 

Clemence Dane coming over to 
lecture. 

Janyce Steele gets back from 
Russia next month, and will go to 
Chicago. 

Mrs. Alfred A. Knopf sailed for a 
round-up of scribblers abroad. 

Mark Van Doran has gathered a 
heap of poets in a new anthology, 
‘American Poets.’ 


Ringling-B-B Shew in 


Quarters for Winter 


Birmingham, Oct. 10. 

The Ringling Show in making 
Jacksonville, Fla., and Tallahassee 
ran into plenty of tough luck At 
Tallahassee it rained and as a resuk 
the show was delayed bY mud. 

Booked for Jacksonville the next 
day, the show failed to arrive not 
only too late for the evening per- 
formance, but atso missed the mati- 
nee. The show went on, however, 


; but patrons that had bought tickets 


had to wait until 10 minutes past 
|midnight for the evening show. 
The show is now in winter quar- 


ters in Sarasota. 


I’m Telling You 


(«Continued from page 45) 
tence up to ‘bushels’ so told the man 
to buy him 10,000 bushels too. 
‘Bushels of what?’ the clerk asked. 
‘Just bushels,’ he excitedly answer- 
ed. ‘Grain, wheat, or rye?’ inquired 
the clerk, And the little Hebrew 
answered, ‘Mix ‘em up.’ 


A Cinch 


A lot of actors should have had 
'no trouble fasting this year. Most 
of ‘em have been rehearsing for it 
all summer. 

Novelty 
| Marty May reports about the 


stew leaning over an open man-hole 
j talking to a fellow who. evidently 
| had fallen in. The guy was yelling 
|for help so a nearby cop sent for 
| the rescue squad. Upon arriving 
they found nobody down below. 

They arrested the _ intoxicated 
gentleman, however, when 
realized he was a drunken ventrilo- 
quist. 


Irony 


And nobody has mentioned 


a picture which nas a plot similar 


H. Harris, of Cohan and 


Harris. 


formerly 


Ostermania 
Layoffs have switched 
front of the Palace to the 
Alley...The Bond Bldg. 
boys are dressed 


from 
Shubert 
elevator 





] 


} 
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READING FAIR’S FIRST 
DEFICIT IN 18 YEARS 


Readin Pa (ret ig 

Attendance figures that showed 
paid admissions at the Reading 
Fair, largest annual county exhi- 
bitions in Pennsylvania. were al- 
most equal this year to the 1931 
mark, 

Receipts were $62,597.65 with 
|}some small amounts still to be re- 
ceived. When all bills are paid 
there will be a deficit of $3,000, 
the first deficit in this associa- 
tion’s 18 years’ history. 

Last year, with gross receipts of 


| 
| 


$86,000, the association finished 


over $6,000 to the good. 


The attendance figures Tuesday 
to Friday inclusive were satisfac- 
;ory, and various economies  in- 


{the summer 


dicated that the fair would stay out 
of the red, but Saturday booted the 
show into the wrong column. The 
fair officers themselves supplied 
the reason. 

Three automobile racing meetings 
and a motorcycle race meet during 
at this track left the 


| public here ‘fed up’ on motor rac- 


| 


they ; 


the | Los Angeles in the horse 


in 


i like Sing Sing | 
Knopf has Robert Nathan's ‘One | convicts...Molly Picon informs that | 


ing, President A. S. Deysher “and 
Secretary Charles W. Swoyer said. 
The final day of the fair, Saturday, 
devoted to automob:le racing, 
proved a colossal flop. The sum- 
|}mer auto and motorcycle races were 
| privately promoted and did net 
help the fair treasury. 

Swoyer is secretary of the State 
Association of County Fairs. Re- 
|ports he received show that every 
|fair in Pennsylvania thus far this 
!year has resulted in loss. 





Grand Circuit Angles 
For Dates on Coast 


Los Angeles, Oct. 10. 
is being made to include 
trotting 


Effort 


irony of George Cohan appearing in, Grand Circuit. 


Tom Stout, one of the circuit op- 


to ‘Of Thee I Sing’ produced by Sam' raters, is here looking over sites. 


Plan is to stage annual meet 
here in February. 


Permanent Wash. Site 


Washington, Oct. 10. 
Negotiations are under way to get 


an 


| only Hebrew and English are al- | the first permanent circus space 


| 
| lowed In 


Yiddish 


spoken 


allowed, therefore 


Palestine...No 
she) 


here. Melvin C. Hildreth, attorney 
for circus Owners and Circus Fans 


'skipped it on her highly successtul | 4SS0ciations, laid a plan before Col. 


foreign tour...Lots of sentimental- | U- 


S. Grant, Director of Public 


ists stayed away from the Leonard- | Buildings and Parks, to secure the 


McLarnin fight...and why don’t 
they let the Jean Sargent take a 
bow in ‘Flying Colors?’...We're just 
asking. 


ARE YOU READING? 





ASHVILLE PINCH 
Asheville, N. C., Oct. 10. 
Charged with being indecently 
clad as hula dancers, Effie Pruitt, 
Edna Higgins and Frankie Bell, 
along with Jack Dotty, their man- 
ager, are under $50 bond each. 
Pinch came Saturday (8). 
They are members of the ‘Golden 





Simon & Schuster expects a new 


book from Ogden Nash in _ the 
spring. 
Cc. T. Revere is a Wall Street 


broker again, now that his novel is 
eff the press. 
Bessie Clarke Drouet autograph- 


Rule’ shows playing here under aus- 
pices of a negro fair last week. 


—. a 


Ted Mack’s orchestra and enter- 
tainers, at the Casanova nite elub, 
Denver, has a male trio and the 
Lefholts Sisters. NBC is using the | 
group for a sustaining half-hour 








ing her new book for purchasers. 

Wilfred J. Funk, who is a pub- 
lisher, lets others publish the books | 
he writes. | 

Was the publication date of 
Ursula Parrott’s new novel post- 
poned because of her divorce action”? 

Ben Hecht and Gene Fowler's 
‘The Great Magoo’ will be published 
before it is stage produced. 

John L. Spivak was once a news- 
paperman himself, too. 

Margery Latimer did not live to 
short stories collected in 


Pearl 
for a 
Cizina. 

Cc. C. Nicolet 
fixure in bridge. 

Paul Gallico, New York sports 
being offered to picture 
start after Dec. 1. 

Muir is now clicking the | 
on her second yarn. 


S. Buck will stay in Ithaca 
year before returning to 


becoming quite a 


is 
studios, to 

Florabel 
typewriter 
will not be 


It | 
a tale of the film colony 





Walter Irving, former film trade | 
| paper editor, now running the ‘Pe- | 
troleum and Mining News’ in 
Hollywood. 

Bill Crouch, just returned from 
a round-the-world cruise, goes with 
ithe L. A. City News Service t 
ja daily picture column for 20 S« 
Cal. papers. He made the trip as a 
deck steward. 

j 


over 22 stations. 


(For current week, Oct. 10-15) 


Bee, F. H., Tuscumbia, Ala. 
Bloom's Goid Medal, Calhoun, Miss. 
Coleman Bres., Stafferd Springs. 
Craft's Greater, Richmond. 

Davis & Son's, Marlin 

Diamond Sis., Lewiston 


Patterson tract on Florida Avenue 


las a regular site. 


| 


Circuses and carnivals have been 


|shunted about Washington, gradu- 








Dixieland, Mansfield. 
Empire City. Louisville, Miss 
Fairley, Noble ©¢., Piggo't 
Florida Expo Carthage. 
Galler, Huntsville. 


Golden Rule. Greer. §& ¢ 





Greenburg Amm Mangum 
Hames, Bill H Longvie. 
Henry, Lew, Reidsville, N. ¢ 
Krause Greater. Hickory | 
Landes, J. I.., Winfield | 
Leggett ( R Mulberry 
Miss Valle s Augustine 
Page, J J Ex pe Darlingtor s.. & 
Rubin & Cherry, Columbus 
Conia 
ings 
N. 4 
4th 
Cj 
Hagenbeck- Wallace 
‘ ] ‘ 
' ' li 
‘ ! i 


ally working further out of center 
of town. Hildreth’s idea is to set 
up locale which would be deveoped 
into year-round playground ' by 
rental fees from tent shows. 


Rain Hurts Danbury 


Danbury, Oct, 10. 
Attendance at the Danbury Fair 
was about 8,000 behind last year’s 
figure for the first four days, The 
fair opened Monday (3) with a drop 





|} of more than 600 in attendance and 


rain on Wednesday and Thursday 
cut deeply into the figures. 

In spite of the small attendance 
on the first two days the crowd 
was spending money and show and 


concession owners were looking 
forward to Danbury being one 
bright spot in the poor season. 


Their hopes, however, were washed 
out with the rain, a number of the 
places not even bothering. to open. 


They Picked a Racket! 


Springfield, Mas:., Oct. 10. 
Four amateur racketeers were 
sentenced to jail for one year in 


| Superior Court here after they had 


confessed to a charge of conspiracy 
to extort money from Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Decker. owners of a carnival, 


last May. 

They had sought money from the 
Deckers and various concession- 
| naires and had received it under 


threats 


LIONS LOOSE AT FAIR 


aston, I. Oct. 10. 

Pienty excitement at Doylestown 
lair last week. Two lions escaped 
rom cage on one of days and 
Imost broke up the races as they 
an across field of race track and 
ent hundreds seeking cover. 

Lions escaped while being trans- 
erred from one cage to another. 

fendants had little diffiCultv in 
recapiuring them 
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. OW does she do it?” you gasp, 

when the camera brings her fault- 

less face near to you in the close-up— 

the lovely laughing face of Carole 

Lombard in Columbia’s thrilling new 
production, ‘‘No More Orchids.” 


“Smooth skin is one of the most im- 
portant assets a screen star can have,”’ 
declares Carole Lombard. 


It is also one of the most importaat 
assets any woman can have! If you want 
success in life—happiness— make sure 


your skin is smooth and young and 






ee 
mooth skin is more than ever 


important since the talkies have 
so increased the number of 
close-ups. I always use Lux 
Toilet Soap to guard my skin— 
it is a lovely soap!”° 


Caroie Lomparp 


If you want your skin to be gloriously young 
and smooth—take lessons from the screen 
stars .. . They have learned how! 


attractive. Take lessons from the screen 
stars—they have learned how! Use the 
same gentle care they do—regularly! 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars 
use Lux Toilet Soap 


Out of the 694 important actresses in 
Hollywood, including all stars, 686 use 
white, fragrant Lux Toilet Soap. It’s 
the official soap in all the big film 
studios. 

Begin today to keep your skin smooth 
and youthful with this wonderful soap! 
Get two or three cakes today! 


LUX loilet Soap 


Po ea cate wns ew lt Si id an at 








